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OF 

SACRED HISTORY. 



PART IIL 

ON tut 

trSE OF SACRED HISTORY^ 

As ILLUSTRATING AND CONFIRMING THE GR£At 
DOCTRINES OF REVELATION^ 



1* TAVING taken a curfory view of the Hiftory 
JL X of. God's ancient people, as containing ma- 
ty ufeful leflbiis ; we may now turn our attention 
to Scripture-Hiftory in genetal, as confirming' or f/- 
lujlrating the doSlrines of revelation. And fo abun- 
dant is the evidence^ which God is pleafed to give 
us of the truth of thefe, that fcarcely one of 
them wants this atteftation. — It is only a few of 
the. more important dodrines that we can propofe 
to iUuftrate in this manner. 



• 



Vol. II. A Sec- 
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SECTION I. 

On t^e Being and Unity vf God. — His Being mujl 
be matter of Faith. — His Unity dtmonjlrated^ 
from Creation ;-^from his wonderful Works ^ for 
the deliverance of bis People ; — from the Judg- 
ments executed on the gods of the Heathen j — 
from the AccompUJhment of Prophecy ;^-from 
the Anfwer of Prayer j-^from his Faithful- 
nefs to his Church ; ^^from the whole work 
of Redemption; — from his Operation on the 
Heart. 

" The Sacred Hiftory,'* as ohc juflly obferves, 
" is the hiftory of God himfelf." It is defigned 
as a permanent teftimony to- his being. This is 
made known by the light of nature. But it is 
the will of God, that we fliould be perfuaded of 
this dodlrine, fundamental to -all religion, not mere- 
ly by reafon, but by faith ; and that our faith, 
with refpe6l to this dodtrine, ihould have the Came 
Foundation that it has with refpeft to any other 
contained in his word. TTierefore, it is alfo 
given as matter of revelation. Nor, in the vo- 
lume of infpiration, is it merely taught as a doc- 
trine. It is demonilrated as a feft. We learn it 
not from God's word only, but alfo from his works. 
How often> in this refped, does he appeal to the 

workft 
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n^orks of cretation ? ** The heavens declare the 
'^ glory of God ; and the fini^atnent iheweth his 
" handiwork ••*' ^ ASa now the heaib, and they 
*' flia]l teach thee ; and the fowls of the air, and 
** they fliali tell thee : or {peak to the earth, and 
^ it Ihall teach thee; and the fifties of the fea 
^' {hall declare unto thee. Who knoweth not in 
^ all thefe, that the hand of the Lord hath wrought 
" this ? In who{e hand is the foul of every living 
** thing, and die breath' of all mankind ^.'' In 
the account given of the creation, we have an ex- 
hibition of the Creator himfelf; " God created/' 
In the very firft words of the facred volume, the 
cxi{lence of God is contrafted with that of all 
other beings. He " created in the beginning %*' 
that is, " the beginning of the creature" (>t crea- 
tion ^. This declaims that he exifted before ali 
things, and that he gave being, npt only tp all 
the cr»tures» but to time itfelf 

A fimilar appeal is frequently made to the works 
of providence. " The Lord is known by the 
^* judgment which be executeth^'* It is thus 
that he replies to thofe /ools who fay in their 
hearts, " No God ;" who, if they do not diflbe- 
lieve the do<ftrine of his exillence, wiih that it 
wtvt not true, and ad as if aflured that it were 
falfe* efpecially in perfecuting his Church. Go4 
'' fcattereth the bones of him that encampeth 
" ^ainft'' hcJr. He enables her to " put them 
'^tofliame, becaufe God hath deJ^i{ed them ^." 
A 2 . When 



t'Pfal. xix. I. b Job xii. 7.— lo, c Gen. i. x. 

a Mark jdU. 19. e ?U\. a. iS. i Pftl. liii. X. {. 
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When he executes upon them the judgments 
written in his book, men are made to fay j " Ve- 
" rily there is a reward for the righteous, verily 
^* he is a God that judgeth in the earth e." They 
find it neceflary to acknowledge, not only* that 
" he is," but that he is .the " rewardejr of all them 
" that diligently feek him \'' Of this, the hif^ 
tory of the church is one continued proof; as 
appears from the beautiful compend given of it 
in the chapter of which *thefe words are a part. 
All that they did or fufFered was " by faith ;" 
and their fuccefs clearly ihows, that their faith was 
not placed on a nonentity* 

Next to the doctrine bf the exiftence of God> 
none claims a more diftinguiftied place than that 
of his unity. To deliy the unity of the Supreme 
Being, is* in efFeft to deny his exiftence : and this 
may be one reafon why the heathen are called 
" ^theifts in the world ^'* Hence there is no doc- 
trine, that God hath been at more pains to incul- 
cate and confirm. He feparated one nation from 
all the reft of the worl4, as a peculiar people, fot 
the prefervatioh of this important truth. He em- 
ployed them in exhibiting it to others, and by 
means of them he confirmed it in the fight of the 
heathen. ** Ye are my witnefles, faith Jehovah, 
" and my fervant whom I have chofen, that ye 
" may know and believe me, and underftand that 
" I am he : before me there was no God formed, 
"neither ftiall there be after me ^" 

The 

g Pi^ Iviii. zx. h Heb. it. 6, i Eph. ii. xa. k Ifa. zliii. xo. 
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' The Sacred Hiftory uniformly attefts "that there 
is but one God, and that this is Jehovah the God 
of Ifirael, The proof that Jehovah is God, and' 
that this God is one, is indeed the fame. In ma- 
ny paflages of Scripture, thefe two are infeparably 
conjoined. But even where the unity of God is 
not exprefcly declared, the revelation of himfelf 
as Jehovah implies the doftrine of his abfolute 
unity. This name itfelf excludes every idea of 
an equal. He will not give the glory of it to* an- ^ 
other : for it denotes his independence and felf- 
exiflence, and therefore the unity of his effence. 
Hence, all thofe operations by which he manifefts 
that he is Jehovah, equally declare him to be the 
One God. 

The law, given to God's peculiar people, is a 
key to their hiftory, and -their hiftory is* a prac- 
tical commentary on their law, *and a continued 
proof of its divine origin. As feveral of the pre- 
cepts of the moral'law, and many .of the pofitive 
injundions, teach or guard the dodlrine of the 
unity ; when God would commit this law to the 
church, he infolds it in an hiftorical narrative, 
which throws the greateft light on this fundamen- 
tal dodbrine. 

I. He would not have the fons of Jacob to con- 
fider him merely as their Father, who had " made 
" them, and eftabliftied^* them, as a people i for, 
like other nations, they might have believed this, 
however inconfiftently, without acknowledging 
that he was the cme true God. He therefore re- 

A 3 veal^ 
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reals l^finifelf as " Jehovah, the cteatot of the 
** ends cif the earth ^ }^ and ^ddr^ffes his pecu^ 
liar people in this language : " Thiis faith Jb- 
" HOVAif /Ay redeemer^ and be that formed thee 
" froffi the womb^ I am Jehotah that maketb all 
" thingSj and ftretcheth forth the heavens alone^ 
*< that fprea'deth abroad the earth by myfelf "».'* 
He accordingly prefhces the volume of revelatiai| 
ij^rith a particular accounf of the work of creation^ 
which none but himfelf could give : and ftota 
this account, as well as from a great many other 
paflages, it is moft evident that this was wholly 
the work of One Beiftg. The idolatry of the Gen- 
files cohfilkd in worfliipping the creatures inftead 
of God. To prevent the imitation of this ido- 
latry, and to illuftrate it?^ abfurdity, he enume- 
rates the various parts of creation, and fhews that 
they were all the works of his hands. The moft 
of the heathen nations worfhipped the hoft of 
heaven, either exprefsly, or under the difguife of 
different proper names or peculiar fymbols. But, 
in the hiftory of creation, the church is taught 
that the fufi, moon, and ftars were all the work- 
^anfhiip of her God. For he who " created the 
" heaven and the earth '^," " finifhed all the hoft 
^* of them ^" On this fubjed, Bofluet has an ob- 
fervation, which merits our attention. ^ It plea- 
*^ fed the great Artificer,''* he fays, *' to create the 
** light, even before he reduced it to the form he 
" gave it in the fun and ftars : becaufe he meant 
** to teach us, that thofe great and glorious lumi- 

" naries, 

I Ifa. xl 28. m Ifiu lUv. 24* n Ceiu i. i. Gen. ii. 2. 
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" naries, of which fome hayei thought fit to piakc 
^ deities, had, in themfelves, neither that precioua 
•* and ihining matter, whereof they were compo- 
^ fed, nor the admirable form to which we fee 
" them reduced p.'* 

It was held in a great part of the Eaft, that 
there were two firft principles ; the one, the caufe 
of good ; the other, of evil ; the one prefiding 
over light, and the other over darknefs* But the 
facred hiftorian declares that light and darknef^ 
are equally under the power of the God of If- 
rael % The language of God in his prophetical 
addrefs to Cyrus, contains a beautiful iUuftration 
of this hiftory. Its force and beauty efpecially 
appear, when we refle& that Cyrus was the leader 
of that very people who zealoufly adhered to the 
do<^ne of two firil principles, and with whom 
it feems to have originated* ^' I am Jehovah, 
^' and there is none eUe, there is no God befides 
** me : I girded thee, though thou haft not known 
** me : that they may know from the rifing of the 
" fun, and from the weft, that there is none be- 
^* fides mfe, I am Jehovah, aiid there is none elfe. 
^* I form the light and create darknefs : I mak^ 
^ peace SLud cx^zt^ evil : 1 Jehovah do all theiiii 
•* things ^7 

The heathen nations ^' changed the glory of the 
^ uncorruptible God, into an image made like to 
^^ corruptible man, and to birds and four-footed 
^* beafts, and creeping things \'* The worfhip of 

A 4 the 

p UniTerfal Hift. Vol i. Part 7. q Ocit i. 3.— 5» 

t Ifi. xIt. 5.-*'7. t Kom. i 23. 
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the Egyptians was uncommonly vile. They wof^ 
<ftiippedthe ox, the lion, the dog, the cat, the ^ 
goat, the ape, the crocodile, the ichneumon, &c. 
The Ifrielites, who had fojourned fo long among 
this idolatrous race, were deeply tainted with 
their pollutions. To pour contempt on this de- 
bating worihip, God carries his people back to 
the beginning of all things ; and fhews them the 
fowl generated from the waters, and the quadru-* 
ped and reptile rifing from the earth, at his com- 
mand. If the body of man himfelf was formed 
from the duft % it moft be a very unfit image of its 
Former : as it afterwards appears, from the de- 
nunciation of the fentence of death, that nothing 
could be more abfurd than to deify and adore a 
dead man. Well, therefore, may we fay with He- 
zekiah ; *^ O Jehovah of hofts, — ^thou art the 
*^ God, even thou alone of all the kingdoms of 
f* the earth j thou haft m?de heaven and earth ^'* 

II. He records the wonderful works which he 
performed, and the temporal deliverances which 
he gave to his Church, as proofs of his being the 
only true God. She, on this ground, acknow- 
fledges his unity ; " Thou art great, and doft won- 
*^ drous things : thou art'Gon alone ".*' He ap- 
peals to the redemption which he ihould give his 
people from Egypt, in proof of his claim to the 
chacader of Jehovah, and of his peculiar rela- 
tion j:o them ; " I will redeem you .with a ftretch- 
tf ed-out arm, and with great judgment. And I 

'* will 

> pc^ ii. 7. ^ Ifa. zxzyli. i^. a Pral Ixixi'u zo. 
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^ will jtakc you to me for a people, and I will be 
" to you a God : and ye Ihall know;tbat I am Je- 
" HOYAH your God, which bringeth you out from 
^ under the burdens of the Egyptians ^.^ It was his 
will that his unity Ihould appear from thefe workr. 
Therefore he thus addreffes Ifrael : " Hath God af- 
** fayed to take him a nation from the midft of ano- 
** ther nation, by temptations^ by figns and by won- 
" ders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a 
•* ftretched<^ut arm, and by great terrors, accord- 
** ing to all that Jehovah your God did for you 
'* in Egypt before your eyes ?' Unto thee it was 
♦*fhewed, that thou mighteft know that Jeho- 
^ VAH he is God ; there is none elfe befides bim^ 
By the recxjrd of thefe illuftrious fafts, he would 
have his people, perpetually reminded of this fun^ 
damental dodrine, and confirmed in the belief 
of it. For he adds : " Know therefore this day, 
" and confider it in thine heart, that Jehovah he 
" is God in heaven above, and upon the earth be- 
** neath : tbere is none elfe ^.'* 

I. With this view were thofe works recorded, 
which immediately difplayed the mercy of Cod 
towards his people. For they were recorded for 
the ufe of the church in all ages, with the y^ty 
fame defign with which they were at firft per- 
formed. Were the Ifraelites miraculoufly prefer- 
ved in the defert? It was to prove, that their 
God alone was worthy of faith and adoration i '* I 
*' have led you forty years in the wildernefs : your 

" clothe^' 

▼ Czod ti. tt 7. w Dcttt. iv, S4» 35- 39* 
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^ clotked are not waxen old upon you, apd thy 
** flioe is not waxen old upon thy foot Ye have 
^^ not eaten bread, neither have you drunk wine, 
** or ftrong drink : that ye might know that I am 
** JiHOVAH your God *." Did the Waters of Jor- 
dan divide before them, as fooa as the £ett of the 
priefls reded in them ? It was that they might 
know, that '^ the living God was among them ;'* 
and that the ark which pa0ed over before them, 
was " the ark of the covenant of the Lo&ti of all 
" the earth x-" 

2. His works oi judgment have the fame end. 
When he confounds his enemies^ and troubles 
them for ever ; when he puts them to fliame, and 
makes them to perifh ; it is that ^' men may know, 
'* that he whofe name alone is Jxhovah, is the 
** moft high over all the earth *,'' It is his plea^ 
fure, that even his incorrigible adverCaries may 
have fuch ample evidence of this, that they Iball 
either acknowledge it, or be left without excufe. 
He therefore fays to Pharaoh ; " I will fend all 
" my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy fer- 
** vants, and upon thy people : that thou mayeft 
" know that there is none like me in all the 
** eardi *.*' Is Nebuchadnezzar driven from his 
dignity ? Hath he a brail's heart given unto him ? 
It is ^^ to the intent that the living may know 
" tha" the Moft Hig^ ruleth'in the kingdom of 
«menV 

3. From 

x* Dent. zxiz. 5, 6. j Jofli. iii. xo, xi. . % PfaL InxiiL x8. 

a Ezod. ix. i^ See ilfo Ezek. xvr, 17. b Daxt. iv. 17. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



jUNITY OF OODf 1^ 

3. From the wonderful works recorded in Scrip- 
tnre, it is evident, that the power of Jehotah is 
alike in qU the regions of the earth. The hea- 
theii had ftrange ideas of divine power. They 
not only affixed limits to it ; but fuppofed that 
the power of one god was confined to one terri- 
tory, and that of another to another. A people 
who, according to their vain imaginations, were 
perfcdly fafe imder the protedlion of their tu- 
telar deity, could derive no benefit from one 
who was a ftranger to their country. If worlhip- 
ped by a hoftile nation, they frequently viewed 
him as their enemy. They indeed confidered 
their deities in the fame light with their earthly 
jH-inces, whofe dominions had certain boundaries, 
and who protected their fubjefts at the expence 
of their neighbours. They feem to' have imagi- 
ned, that the power of particular deities bore an 
exa6t proportion to the comparative ftrength or 
weaknefs of the people that worlhipped them ; 
or to the grandeur or apparent meannefs of their 
worfhip. When God fent lions among the hea- 
then who had been placed in the land of Ifrael 
by the king of Aflyria, they confidered the vifita- 
lion as a token of his difpleafure, and therefore of 
his power ; but had no idea that this extended 
beyond the limits of Paleftine. They fuppofed 
that he had fent thefe lions to " flay them, be- 
'•caufe they knew not the manner of the God 
'.'of the land ^^r 

Why 

c 1 Kings zvii. a^. 
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Why was the army of Sennacherib deftroyed ; 
and why was this lignal deftrudion recorded ? Th at 
it miffht be known, that the God of Ifrael was the 
only true God. That haughty conqueror, when 
he came againft Judah, imagined that he had to 
do with a deity like thofe of the conquered coun- 
tries. *^ Who was there,'' does he fay, " among 
** all the gods of the nations that my fathers ut- 
** terly deftroyed, that could deliver his people 
♦* out of mine hand, that your God fhould be able 
" to deliver you ? As the gods of the nations of 
♦* other lands, have not delivered their people out 
** of mine hand, fo Ihall not the God of Hezekiah 
*^ deliver his people out of mine hand ^." Jerufa-r 
lem, he concluded, muft become an eafy prey, be- 
caufe fhe had iK)t an hoft of images to defend her ; 
and the ark, the only thing to which he could 
give the name, feemed unworthy of being com- 
pared with thofe he had already conquered. /* As 
" my hands have found the kingdoms of the idols. 
" and whofe graven images did ey^ctl them of Je- 
" rufalem and of Samaria :' fhall I not, as I have 
** done to Samaria and her idols, fo do to Jerufa- 
** lem and her idols «?" He argues, in proof of 
the imbecility of the God of Ifrael, from his tame 
fubmiffion to the infults that, as he fuppofed, He- 
zekiah had offered to hifn, in overthrowing his 
images, and impoverilhing his worfhip : evident- 
ly infinuating, that if he could not avenge him- 
felf on fo poor a prince as Hezekiah, one who had 
vanquiihed fo many nations could have nothing 

to 

4 1 Chron. zxxii. 14. 17. e Jfa. z._io, ii. 
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to fear from him. Thus he impioufly addreffea 
the fervahts of the king : " If ye fay unto me, 
" We tnift in Jehovah our God : is not that he, 
** whofe high places, and whofe altars Hezeki ah 
** hath taken away, and hath faid, — ^Ye fhall wor- 
** Ihip before this altar in Jerufalem * ?'* 

Hezekiah, in his folemn addrefs toGodj^reprc- 
fents this as a controverfy in which the honour of 
deity is peculiarly concerned. He pleads for de- 
liverance, and he obtains it, as a proof of the fu- 
preme dominion of Jehovah, of his abfolute unity 
as God. He faid, " O Jehovah God of Ifracl, 
** which dwelled between the cherubims, thou 
•* art the God, even thou alone, of all the king-- 
** doms of the earth, thou haft made heaven and 
" earth. — ^Now therefore, — fave thou us out of 
" his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
"may know that thou art the Lord God, evea 
** thou only.** And what anfwcr did he receive ? 
" Thus faith Jehovah God of Ifrael, That which 
** thou haft prayed to me againft Sennacherib king 
" of AiTyria, I have heard. This is the word 
** that Jehovah hath fpoken concerning him, — 
** Becaufe thy rage againft me, and thy tumult is 
** come up into mine ears*, therefore I will put 
" my hook in thy nofe, and my bridle in thy lips, 
** and I will turn thee back by the way by which 
" thou cameft s.V This arrogant ravager is de* 
fcribed as a wild beaft, muzzled and managed at 
the will of his keeper : and, as if God would give 
him the moft humiliating proof of his folly, he is 

faved 

f 2 Kings zviii. aa. g 1 Kings rix. 15. 19. 20. 11. 28. 
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faved from the ftroke of the deftroying aogtl, and 
fuflfercd to return into his own laod, thatjevea 
there be might be a monument of the impoteac^ 
of his idol, and of the power of Jehovah, the 
God of Ifrael, whom he had blafphemed. For he 
was flain by his fons, while " worfliippiog in the 
^ houfe of Nifroch bis god ^." 

4. The fame wonderful works afford a demon- 
ftration of the unity of God, as they difplay his 
abfolute power over all nature. The heathen 
not only divided the nations, but made a parti- 
tion of nature itfelf among their falfe gods. One 
prefided over the thunder, another over the 
wind. The power of one was greateft on earth, 
the dominion of anotlier was confined to the fea. 
One was lord of heaven, another reigned in hell. 
They had their gods of the hills, and their gods 
of the valleys ; their gods of the woods, and their 
gods of the waters. But Jehovah hath manifeft'- 
ed his dominion over all the creatures, and made 
every part of nature obedient to his word. As 
he had difplayed his fovereignty over the thun- 
der, in rendering it the inftrument of deftruc* 
tion in Egypt, he did fo in like manner^ in 
cauiing it to ceafe. Thus Moies faid to Pha- 
raoh ; '* I will fpread out my hands to Jehovah, 
'^and the thunder fhall ceafe, neither ihail diere 
*' be any more hail, that thou maycft know how 
" that the earth is Jehovah's '.'* He deftroyed 
the frogs which he had fent, and ievered the land 

of 

" h 2 Kings six. 57. i Eiod. ix. tp. 
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of Goflien, where his people dwelt, from the reft 
of Egypt, fo that there were no fwarms of flies 
there ; that he might (hew that the meaneft and 
minoteft creatures were his hofts, and that the 
Egyptians might know that there was ** none like 
^ unto Jehovah,*' that he was " the Lord in the 
** midft bf the earth '^.^ The Egyptians learned 
to their coft that the wind and fea obeyed him. 
After they ventured into the channel of the Red 
Sea, they cried out in defpair, " Let us flee from 
" the face of Ifrael ; for Jehovah fighteth for 
** them againft the Egyptians K^ The Syrians, 
when defeated by the Ifraelites, gave this as the 
reafon ; " Their gods are gods of the hills, there- 
'* fore they were ftronger than We ; but let us 
•* fight againft them in the plain, and furely we 
•* Ihall be ftronger than they/* But even under 
the wicked Ahab, God crowned Ifrael with vic- 
tory, to vindicate his claim to univerfal dominion. 
** There came a man of God, and fpak^ unto the 
** king of Ifrael, and faid, Thus faith Jehovah, 
" Becaufe the Syrians have faid, Jehovah is God 
** of the hills, but he is not God of the valUes ; 
" therefore will I deliver all this great multitude 
" into thine hand, and ye fhall know that I am 
" Jehovah ™." 

In the antediluvian age, the pofterity of Cain 
had openly apoftatized from the worihip of God, 
and even the profeflbrs of the true religion almoft 
univerfally lived as if there had been no God. 
He was therefore pleafed, in the moft awful man- 
ner, 

k l^Jtod, Tiii. 10. 2a. 1 Cbap. kit, is* <° ' Kings u. 23. aS. 
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ner, to aflert his exclufive claim to the rights of* 
deity, and to difplay his univerfal dominion. 
This he did by the deluge* No one could deftroy 
the earth, but its Creator and Lord. " Jehovah 
" faid, I will deftroy man whom^ I have created, 
** from the face of the earth, both man and bead* 
" — Behold I, even I, do bring a flood of waters 
" upon the earth, — Every living fubftance that I 
" have made will I deftroy "/* This tremen- 
dous difpenfation was efpecially. defigned as a lef-* 
fon to fucceeding generations* Noah and Shem^ 
in whofe line the promife ran, lived for centuries 
after the flood, as witneffes of the truth of this 
judgment, and thus of the diyine unity and do- 
minion. They could appeal to this awful proofs 
in contending againft the corruptions of the new 
world, and particularly againft the firft appear- 
ances of ^idolatry. In fucceeding , ages, a fimilar 
appeal was made, by the profefTors of the true re- 
ligion, to the deluge as a faft that could admit 
of no difpute, and as a decifive evidence of the 
power and providence' of the God whom they 
adored. Did the wicked fay, " How doth God 
** know ? can he judge through the dark cloud ?!* 
His fervants had this reply in readinefs ; " Haft 
'^'^thou marked the old* way which wicked men 
" have trodden ? which were cut down out of 
** time, whofe foundation was overflown with a 
" flood ; which faid unto God, Depart from us ; 
" and what can the Almighty do for them ° ?" 

5. By 

n Geo. vi. 7. 17. ; vii. 4. Job stu» 13. I5.— 17« 
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5. By means of thefe wonderful Works, evea 
the heathen have becii convinced^ that Jehovah 
was the God of heaven and earth. Naaman the 
Syrian, when delivered from his leprofy, in con- 
fcquence of ufing the means prefclribed , by the 
prophet of Jehovah, made this confeffion ; " Be-^ 
** hold, now I know that there is no God in all 
** the earth but in Ifrael ^'' Nebuchadnexzar 
was a bitter enemy to the God of Ifrael, and a 
violent perfecutor of his people. He had faid in 
his heart, ** I will afcend into heaven, I will ex- 
•* alt my throne above the ftars of God ; I will • 
" fit alfo upon the mount of the congregation, in 
^ the fides of the north ^.'* He, accordingly, had 
dWlroyed the temple of God, carried off the fa- 
cred veffels, and " put them in his temple at Ba- 
** bylon ^'* Ifrael had never known an oppreflbr 
like him. Others had i'* devoured him,'* by feed- 
ing on his flefh. Bat this unrelenting adverfary 
accomplifhed a more thorough deftruftion : " Ne- 
" buchadnexzar king of Babylbn hath broken his 
** bones *.'* We no where read of a prouder or 
more infolent enemy of God. He indeed fet him- 
felf up as a god to his fubjeAs ; for he would 
have them all to believe as he did, and to wor- 
fhip that idol to which he decreed divine ho- 
mage. But even this haughty adverfary God 
was " able to abafe.'* When he faW the mira- 
culous deliverance of the three faithful witneffes/ 
who would not on any account bow the knee to 
Vol. II. B the 

p 1 Kings T. 15. q Ifa. zif. 13. t « Cbroo. ixxvi. 7. 
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the image which he had ereded, he was convinced 
of the fuperiority of their God to all his idols. 
** There is no other God," he faid, " who can de- 
" liver after this fortV But as his. convidion 
was partial, it feems to have been only of ihort 
duration. Jehovah would therefore humble him 
yet more. He mull hirafelf be the monument of 
almighty power. He was as a bead before God, 
and he had aded the part of a wild beaft to his 
heritage. He is therefore fent to herd with the 
beads, and " a beaft*s heart is given unto him," 
till he fhould*" know that the Mod High ruleth 
" in the kingdom of men "." After this awful 
vifitation, we find this once haughty monarch 
making the following declaration : " Mine un- 
" derftanding returned unto me, and I blefled the 
<* Moft High, and I praifed and honoured him 
" that liveth for ever, whofe dominion is an ever- 
" lading dominion, and his kingdom is from ge- 
" neration to generation. And all the inhabi- 
" tants of the earth are reputed as nothing ; and 
" he doth according to his will in the army of 
" heaven, and among the. inhabitants of the earth ; 
" and none can day his hand, or fay unto him, 
*' Whatdod thou^?" 

Cyrus was a dranger to the God of Ifrael. But 
this Cxod thus addrefles him in prophecy, deliver- 
ed feveral centuries before he was born ; " I will 
** loofe the loins of kings, to open before him the 
" two-leaved gates, and the gates ftiall not be 
" diut. — And I will give thee the treafures of 

" darknels, 

t Dan. ill. 29. ti Chap. it. 15. ? Ver. 34> 35. 
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*^ darknefs, and hidden riches of fecret places^ 
" that thou mayeft know that I Jehovah, which 
" call thee by thy name, am the God of Ifrael ^." 
And Cyrus was made to know this, and feems to 
have had fome fort of perfuafion of the truth of 
divine revelation. Therefore he made this pro- 
clamation throughout his dominions : " Thus 
" faith Cyrus the king of Perfia, Jehovah the 
" God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms 
" of the earth, and he hath charged me to build 
** him an houfe at Jerufalem which is in Judah. 
'* Who is there among you of all his people ? his 
" God be with him, and let him go up to Jeru- 
" falem, — and build the houfe of Jehovah the 
« God of Ifrael, (he is the God) \'' 

In like manner, when Darius knew the mira- 
culous deliverance of Daniel from the power of 
the lions, he thus proclaimed the power of Jeho- 
vah to all his.fubjeds : " I make a decree, that 
" in evety dominion of my kingdom, men trem^ 
" ble and fear before the God of Daniel ; for he 
" is the living God, and ftedfaft for ever^ and, his 
" kingdom that which fhall not be deftroyed, and 
" his dominion fhall be even unto the end. He 
" delivereth and refcueth ; and he worketh ligns 
" and wonders in heaven and in earth y.'' 

III. The jW^OT^wf that Jehovah bath executed 
on the gods of the heathen, affords a ftriking. de- 
monftration of bis being the only true God. They 
could give no protedion to their worfhippers, for 

B2 r they 

w Ifft. xlv. 1. 3. 1 Ezra i. a. 3. . y Dan. vl. a^.— 17^ 
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they could not deliver themfelves. One bitter 
ingredient in the tenth and laft plague that God 
brought upon the Egyptians, was the deftruftion 
of their idol-deities. This proof would he give 
his people, that he alone had a claim to the cha- 
racter of God, " t will pafs through tlie land of 
" Egypt this night, and will fmite all the firft- 
" boni in the land of Egypt, both man and beaft, 
" and againft all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
** judgment ; I am Jehovah ^" Doubtlefs, it 
was alfo meant as a reproof to the Iftaelites, for 
their folly and wickedliefs in adopting the im- 
pure worfhip of Egypt ; and as a warning againft 
fuch idolatry for the future. For he thus fpeaks 
concerning Ifrael many ages afterwards : " In the 
" day that I lifted up mine hand to bring thenx 
" forth of the land/ of Egypt, — then faid I imto 
** them, Caft away every man the abominations 
** of his eyes, and defile not yourfelvcs with the 
" idols of Egypt : 1 am Jehovah your God V 
Some think that the threatening refers to the de- 
ftruftion of thofe beafts that the Egyptians wor- 
fliipped. Indeed, as they worfhipped four-foot- 
ed beafts, and fowls, and creeping things, it is 
natural enough to fuppofe, . that a number of 
, thefe gods would be involved in the deftruc- 
tion of the firft-bom ; for it extended to both 
man and beaft. But it is fcarcely credible, 
that all the brute creatures which they worfhip- 
ped were firft-born ; and we know that they had 
deities of another kind. Now, this judgment 
reacted fl// their gods. It is therefore neceflary 

to 

9 Esod. zii. 11. ft Eiek. zz. 6, 7, 
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to fuppofe, that it operated in various ways. It 
is probable that the divine vengeance extended 
to aD the brutes which they worfhipped ; and 
that at the fame time their idols were dcftroyed, 
The Hebrew writers fay, that God " threw down 
" all the images pf their abominations, fo that 
" they were broken in pieces \" According to 
the Chaldee Paraphraft, the idols of metal were 
melted, thofe of ftcme or earth were broken, and 
thofe of wood were reduced to alhes. In the wri- 
tings of the heathen, there arc various allulions to 
this event ; although, according to their ufual 
way, mixed with fables ^. 

Similar was the judgment executed on Dagon 
the idol of the Philiftincs, when they prefumed 
to bring in the ark, as a captive, into the temple 
of their god. Their deity felj down proftrate be- 
fore the ark of God, and was broken in pieces ; 
fo that his foolifh worfhippers were forced to 
make this acknowledgment to the honour of the 
God of Ifrael ; " His hand is fore upon us, and 
" upon Dagon our god *^." 

Jehovah pours contempt on the idols of Ba- 
bylon, when predidting their fate : " Bel boweth 
" down, Nebo ftoopetfa, their idols were upon the 
** beafls, and upon the cattle : your carriages were 
" heavy laden, they are a burden to the weary 
" beaft ^" The prophecy refers to the deftrudlion 
of thefe idols by the Perfians, who becaufe of the 
precioufnefs of the metals of which they were 

B 3 made, 

b Pirke Eliezer. chap. 4S. c Vid. Bocharti Hicrozoic. vol. i. 

p. 343. 616. 644. Witfii Egyptiaci p. 119- Pol. Synops io loc. 
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piade, brake them in pieces, and carried them a* 
wajr into their own country, to convert th^m to 
other ufes. Thus he alfo fpeaks by Jeremiah ; 
** Babylon is taken, B^l is confounded, Merodach 
" is broken in pieces : her i^ols are confounded, 
^'^her images are broken in pieces ^.'' And he 
appeals to the general deftrudlon he fhould bring 
pn the idol^ of the heathen, as a proof of theit 
vanity, and of his own fole dominion. *< Jeho- 
** VAH is the true God, he is the living God, and 
** an everjafting king : at his wrath the earth fhall 
•* tremble, and the nations fliall not be able to 
** abi^e hi^ indignation. Thus Ihall ye fay unto 
" them, Thp gods that have not made the heaven?, 
** and the earth, ev^n they ftiall perifh fix)m the 
^* earth, and from under thefe heavens. — They 
" arc vanity, and the work of errors : in the time 
" of their vifitation they fhall perifh. The por- 
^* tion of Jacob is not like them : for he is the 
** former of all tilings j — ^Jehovah of hofls is his 
^* name «,*» 

IV. The accomplifhment of prophecy is another 
proof of the divine unity. This is not merely a 
proof from fadts, but one of the mofl flriking kind 
that can pollibly be conceived. We have a two- 
fold view of the fame fh6l. We fee it firfl in the 
book of prophecy ; and then, perhaps, many cen- 
turies after, in the book of providence. We view 
it firft, as it exifts in the divine mind and immuta- 
\\t d(?crec j and then, as it is adually brought in- 
to 

f Jcr. I. J. I Jcr. X. 10, ii. 15, itf. 
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to being, with the mod minute conformity to its 
prototype. Prophecy is thus a living, a perma- 
nent, a perpetual hiftory, that fhall continue to 
fhed its precious light on the Church, and on the 
world, till time Ihall be no more. 

Need we wonder, then, that God fliould fre- 
quently refer to it, in proof of his abfolute and 
unrivalled pcrfedion ? When he proclaims that 
peculiar honour whiclf he had conferred on his 
ancient people, as the witnefles of his unity, he 
immediately appeals to the prophecies he had de- 
livered to them, and to their illuftrious anceftors, 
as verified by the event. ^' Ye are my witnefles, 
" faith Jehovah : — that ye may know and be- 
*• lieve me, and underftand that I am he : before 
" me there was no God formed, neither Ihall there 
" be after me. — I have declared, and have faved, 
" and I have ftiewed, when there was no ftrange 
" god among you : therefore ye are my witnefles, 
^* faith Jehovah, that I am God\'' — " I am the 
" firft, and I am the laft, and befides me there is 
" no God. And who, as I, ftiall cajl, and ftiall de- 
" clare it, and fet it in order for me, fince I ap- 
" pointed the ancient people ? and the things that 
" are coming, and fliall come, let them fliew unto 

them. Fear ye not, neither be afn^id : have not 
" I told thee from that time, and have declared 
" it ? ye are even my witnefles. Is there a God 
" befides me ? yea, there is na god, I know not 
** any \*' — " Remember the former things of old, 
" for I am God^ and there is none elfe, I am God, 
B 4 " and 

b ITa. xUii. ip. 14. i ITa. xlir. 6.-r*8. 
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^^ and thete is none like me, declaring the end 
*< from the beginning, and from ancient. times the 
** things that ate not yet done, faying, My coun* 
" fel (hall ftand, and I will do all my plea^ 
" fure K'' 

We have * fonnerly fecn, that God appeals to 
his power manifefted in creation, in proof of his 
being the only true God. But, in revealing him* 
felf to an obftinate and unbelieving people, he 
does not reft the evidence of his claim in this re-^ 
fpeft merely on his own teftimony, or refer, to 
that particular' account of the work of creation 
which no one but himfelf could give. He pro- 
duces another fpecies of evidence, arifing from 
his wonderful works iii behalf of his Church, ef- 
pecially in relation to preceding prediftions. This 
is a combined proof of the moft convincing kind. 
Is it true, that the work of creation clearly de- 
monftrates that He, to whom it belongs, is God, 
and God alone ? . While the wonderful works of 
Jehovah afford a difplay of the fame almighty 
power which was manifefted in creation ; thefe, 
as verifying his word of prophecy, in which he 
has aflbrted his claim to creative power, incon- 
teftably prove the juftnefs of his cldim to the 
tharafter of Creator, and at the fame time fhew 
that there is, that there can be, " no God befides 
^ him.'* When, therefore, we find this aflertion 
t)f creative power mingling itfelf in the prophe- 
cies concerning the deliverance of the Churclf, 
"ive are not to view it in the light of a parenthe- 

fis, 

|l Ifa. xlvi. 9i zo. See alfo chap. Hi* 21, 22. ; ilviii. 3.— $• tx* 14* 1^^ 
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fis> merely expreffing the dignity of the fpeaker. 
It is indeed a diftinguifhed branch of that evi- 
dence, which is exhibited for the prefent confir- 
mation of the faith of thofe who already believe^ 
»s declaring the certainty of the event ; and at 
the fame time denotes that the event itfelf, when 
it (hall take place, fliall, in its connexion, afford 
a fufficient ground of conviftion to thofe who 
have formerly rejcfted the divine teftimony. Of 
this kind of evidence, we have various examples. 
" Thus faith Jehovah thy Redeemer, — I am Je- 
** HovAH that maketb all things ; that ftretcheth 
" forth the heavens alone ; that fpreadeth abroad 
" the earth by myfelf : — ^that confirmeth the word 
** of his fervant, and performetb the counfel of 
" his meflengers ; that faith to Jerufalem, Thou 
" (halt be inhabited : — that faith to the deep, Be 
^^ dry ; and 1 will dry up thy rivers : that faith of 
" Cyrus, He is my Ihepherd, and fhall perform 
" all my pleafure ; even faying to Jerufalem, Thou 
" fhalt be buik ; and to the temple, Thy founda- 
" tion Ihall be laid ^" What a beautiful con- 
nexion here, between creative power, omnifci- 
ence, and the completion of prophecy in wonder- 
ful operations I To the fame purpofe is the fol- 
lowing language : " Thus faith Jehovah, — Afk 
" me of tbings to come concerning my fons. — ^I 
" have made the earth, and created jnan upon it. 
" — 1 have raifed him up," that is, Cyrus, " in 
" righteoufnefs, and I will direft" all his ways "^." 
Jn the ufe of this argument, faith may either dc- 

fcend 
) Ifiu jdJT. a4J— 2l. m Ifa. zlv. xz.— 15. See idfo Jer. U. i4» 15. 
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fccnd from the creative power of God already be- 
lieved, to a firm perfuafion of the accompliftiment 
of the prophecy ; or, as excited by the mani- 
feftation of God^s faithfulnefs and power in ful- 
filling the prophecy, it may afcend Xo a firm per- 
fuafion of his being the Creator ffnd the only true 
God. Faith, indeed, as it ftill refpeds the power 
of God, finds great encou'ragement in viewing 
this perfedlion as manifefted in creation. For 
there is no work, which it is called to believe, 
that can be too hard for Him who formed all 
things of nothing. Hence Abraham, when called 
to believe againft hope, that he fhould be the fa- 
ther of a feed like the fand of the fea, found no 
obftacle to believing this, while he credited the 
dodhrine of creation. ** He believed God, — who 
" calleth the things that be not as though they 
" were ".** Hence alfo we are commanded to com- 
mit our fouls to him, as to a faithful Creator p : 
where his infinite i^ithfulnefs and almighty power 
are conjoined, as affording a ftrong ground of con- 
fidence, 

V. Jehovah hath manifefted that he is the one 
true God, by anfwering the prayers of his wor- 
ihippers : and many remarkable inftances of this 
are recorded, for confirming our faith in this im- 
portant do6trine. Elijah propofed to the people 
of Ifrael, that the decifion of the controverfy be- 
tween Jehovah and Baal fhould turn on this 
hinge. He faid to them, " Call ye on the name 

" of 

n KoiB. fy. 17. 01 Pet. iv. ip. 
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** of your gods, and I ^ill call on the name of Je- 
" HOVAH : and the God that anfwereth by fire, 
" let him be God." They all approved of this 
as a moil equitable condition. The falfe pro- 
phets ** calle^o^ the name of Baal from morning 
^ eren until noon, faying, O Baal, hear us. But 
" there was no voice, nor any that anfwered] — 
" When mid-day was pafl, and they prophefied 
'* until the time of the offering of the evening fa- 
*' orifice, there was neither voice, nor any to an- 
" fwer, nor any that regarded.'* For the gods of 
the nations " have ears, but they hear not.'* The 
fire from heaven having confumed the facrifice 
offered by Elijah, the multitude were convinced, 
that the God whom he worfhipped was the only 
true God. " When all the people faw it, they 
" fell on their faces : and they faid, Jehovah he 
" is the God ; Jehovah he is the God p.'* In 
like manner, the deliverance which God gave the 
Jews from Sennacherib, when he fent forth his 
angel, and flew an hundred and eighty-five tbou- 
fand of the Affyrians, was in anfwer to the prayei: 
of Hezekiah. This good king fought deliverance, 
exprefsly as an evidence that Jehovah alone had 
a right to adoration. The plea was accepted, and 
the deliverance was given as the anfwer of his 
prayers. Hezekiah faid, " O Jehovah our God, 
" I befecch thee, fave thou us out of his hand, 
" that all the kingdoms of the earth may know 
" that thou art Jehovah God, even thou only.'* 
And this was the gracious apfwer : " Thus faith 

" Jehovah 

P I Kiogs zviii. S4. 26. t%. 39. 
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". Jehovah the God of Ifracl, That which thou 
" haft prayed to me againft Sennacherib king of 
** Aflyria, I have heard ^.'^ On this ftriking part 
of the charader of her God, that he heareth prayer, 
the Church grounds her confidence as to the 
converfion of all nations to the faith : " O thou 
"that heareft prayer, unto thee fliall all flelh 
" come*— By terrible things in righteoufnefs wilt 
" thou anfwer us, O God ojf our falvation j who 
" art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, 
** and of them that are afar ofi" on the fea '-" 

Often hath our God vindicated his claim to 
this charader, by anfwer ing the prayers of hi^ 
Church in the time of her neceflity, even when 
his operation hath been nowife miraculous. Hence 
Jetemiah uttered this language, during a famine 
xKcafioned by a great drought ; " Are there any 
" among the • vanities of the Gentiles that can 
<< caufe rain ? or can the heavens give fhowers ? 
** art not thou he, O Jehovah our God?'* he, 
who alone can give rain ? ^ therefore we will 
" wait upon thee, for thou haft made all thefe 
** things */' He fignally manifefted his power in 
this refped, in anfwer to the prayer of Elijah, 
both in judgment and -in mercy. " He prayed 
" eameftly that it might aot rain ; and it rained 
" not on the earth by the fpace of three years and 
" fix months. Arid he prayed again, and the 
" heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth 
^* her fruit ." 

VI. The 

q t Kings xix. 19, ao. r Pftil. Ixv. ». 5. 8 Jcr. xiv. aa. 
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VI. The Lord hath ftill manifefted that he is 
the only living an^ true God, by hh faithfulnefs 
to his Church, and by remembering his covenant^ 
cfpecially when Ihe hath turned to him. There- 
fore Solomon thus addrefles him ; " Jehovah God 
" of Ifrael, there is no God like thee, in heaven 
•* above, or in earth beneath, who keepeft cove- 
" nant and mercy with thy fcrvants, that walk 
"before thee with all their heart".*' Of this 
faithfulnefs the Jews were (landing witnefles, 
while they adhered to him. In various refpefts, 
it was fucceffively attefted by miraculous opera- 
tidh. As long as the land, according to the divine 
commandment, enjoyed her Sabbaths, they re- 
ceived a double harvcft ; and while all the males, 
who were able to travel, were affembled at Jeru* 
fakm during the folemn feafts, the enemy never 
" defired their land." The heathen could boaft 
nothing of this nature. Their gods made no dif- 
ference between obedience and difobedience. 

VII. The hiftory of the work of redemption^ in 
its various ftages from the fall downwards, is one 
continued demonftration of the unity of God. It 
difplay^ an evident unity of defign and operation. 
The eye> that views the divine difpenfations par- 
tially, may oppofe one to another. It may oppofe 
the patriarchal difpenfation to that of the law^ 
and both thefe to the gofpel. Hence fome of the 
early heretics reprefented the God^pf the Jews as 
quite a difercnt being from the God of the Chri- 

flians. 

m X Kiogs fni. %y 



Digitized by 



Googk 



Jo ON THE BEING AND 

flians. But thofe who view this matter fairly and 
impartially, difcem the mod beautiful harmony. 
They perceive that the one illuftrates and con- 
firms the other ; that while the Mofaic difpenfa- 
tion derives its perfedion from the Chriftian, the 
Chriftian derives its evidence from the Mofaic ; 
and that both hinge on that given to the patri- 
archs. Thus the Church finds the mdfl abundant 
reafon for this fong ; " He is the Rock, his work 
" is perfedl \'' " As for God, his way is pcrfed. 
" — For who is God fave Jehovah ? and who is 
** a rock fave our God '^ ?'* 

As there is the tnott beautiful harmony in all 
the parts of divine revelation, although written 
in a great variety of ages ; as they have all one 
great fubjeft, the redemption of the Church by 
the Son of God in the nature of man ; as one fpi- 
rit evidently pervades and animates the whole, 
uniformly " tcftifying the fuflferings of Chrift, and 
" the glory that fhould follow ;'' a fimilar har- 
mony is difcemible in the operations of Provi- 
dence. Of thefe we have an almoft iminterrupt- 
cd record for more than four thoufand years. But 
they all evidently concentrate in one point. They 
are all direded to the work of redemption. They 
all confpire towards its accomplifhment ; fome of 
them immediately, and others more remotely. 
The firft gofpel-promife, concerning the feed of 
the woman bruifing the head of the ferpent, is a 
key to all the fucceeding hiftory of Providence, 
in reference to individuals or to nations, to the 

Church 

V Dcut. Mxii. 4. VI Sam. xxii. 31, 31. 
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Church or the world. We fee the earth peopled, 
and in a little almoft entirely ftript of its inhabi- 
tants ; cities built, and razed ; empires founded, 
and brought to ruin ; all in relation to that king- 
dom which fliall never have an end, and that do- 
minion which ihall not be given to another peo- 
ple. ** When the Moft High divided to the na- 
" tions their inheritance, when he feparated the 
" fons of Adam, he fet the bounds of the people, 
** according to the number of the children of If- 
" rael ^." It was for the fake of his Church, and 
as her Redeemer and Holy One, that he " fent to 
" Babylon, and brought down all their nobles >.'* 
When be warns her not to be " afraid of the Af- 
" fyrian," her intereft in the Meffiah is pointed 
out as her fecurity and confolation ; " It Ihall 
** come to pafs in that day, that his burden Ihall 
" be taken away from off thy flioulder, and his 
" yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke fliall be 
" deftroyed becaufe of the anointing ^y 

It was doubtlefs with a defign to imprefs the 
Ifraelites with a fenfe of the unity, both of his 
cflence, and of his love to the Church, that God 
{b frequently defigned himfelf from the relation 
which he bore to their fathers. He was pleafed 
to take fuch names in fucceffion ; as if he meant 
to inform them, that not with (landing the lapfe of 
time, and the change of perfons, he is ftill the 
fame. When he appeared to Mofes, and gave 
him a commiflion to proclaim liberation to his 
captives in Egypt, he commanded him to deliver 

this 

z Deot. xzzii. 8. yir^. xliii. 14. 2 Ifa. x. 27. 
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this meffage ; " Jehovah, the God of your fa- 
" thers, the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, 
" and the God of Jacob, hath fent me unto you : 
" this is my name for ever, and my memorial un* 
" to all generations »." As he ufes this language 
in the prefent time, efpecially in the ftrifteft con- 
nexion with that wonderful name, I am that I 
AM ; while it proves the unchangeablcncfs of his 
love to thefe patriarchs, as ftill cxifting in a fepa- 
rate ftate, it proclaims the fame unchangeable love 
to all their fpiritual feed. 

The Redeemer of his Church indeed afTumed 
various defignations of the fame kind, according 
to her fituation, and the progrefs of his work. 
When by an awful difplay of his juftice he had 
feparated the family of Noah from all the other 
inhabitants of the earth, it appeared proper to 
his infinite wifdom to feparate one branch of this 
family from the reft. He therefore took the cha- 
radler of " Jehovah the God of Shem ^ ;" as the 
promife was to run in the line of his pofterity. 
After being known by this charader for feveral 
generations, when all the pofterity of Shem were 
more or lefs corrupted, he feparated one indivi^ 
dual, not merely from the other families of this 
race, but from his father's family, as his true wor- 
Ihipper, and the anceftor of that illuftrious perfo- 
nage in whom all the families of the earth fhould 
be blefTed. He revealed himfelf as ** the God of 
" Abraham.'* Only one of all the fons of Abra- 
ham being the child of promife ; he alfo called 

himfelf 

t Ezod. ill 15. b CcD. is. i6. 
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himfelf " the God of Ifaac :" and with thefe two 
he conjoined the name of Jacob, as he loved him, 
while his brother Efau was rejedted. In the hif- 
toTy of Jacob, we have a ftriking inftance of his 
zeal for preferving the doftrine of the divine 
unity. When Laban and he entered into a cove- 
nant, Laban ufed this form of fwearing ; ** The 
*' God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the 
" God of their Father, judge betwixt us." But 
** Jacob fware by the fear of his father Ifaac %" 
that fs, by the objed of his fear, Jacob would 
not fwear in the terms ufed by Laban. For he 
mentioned " the God of Abraham,' ' as at the 
fame time the God of Nahor, and of their father 
Terah. Now, we are told that Terali the father 
of Abraham, and the father of Nahor, '* ferved 
** other gods, on the other fide of the flood," or 
great river Euphrates ^. Labart fware by " the 
" God of Abraham," before he was feparated 
fipom his father's houfe : Jacob would fwear on- 
ly by that God of Abraham, who was worlhipped 
by his immediate father Ifaac, who had called 
Abraham from idolatry, and given him the pro- 
mife of falvation in the feed of Ifaac *. 
Vol. 11. C When 

c Gen. xxxi. 53. 4 Jo(h. wiv, a. 

* Here the remarks of a very ingenious writer merit our attention. 
3pe»kiof of the prcteofions made hj other nations^ allied to the Ifraelites, 
tathe piomife of the Me6bh, he fays : «« It is thefe jealoufies, and thefe 
" pretenfions,— that gave rife to the cuftom of calling God, the God of 
" Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob : for though he night 
" as well have bf en called the God of Adam, the God of Enoch, and tho 
^ God of Noah, forafmuch as ail thefe patriarchs were aUb depofitaries of 
f the^omiie of the Mfffiab : yc(it is probabk that God was oilled fo»be- 
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Whea God had feparated a peculiar people for 
himfelf, to exprefs the naearnefs of their relation, 
the pleafiire he had in them, efpeciaUy as embkms 
of his fpiritual feed, and Xo diftinguifh himfelf 
from all falfe gods^ he took the name of ** the 
" God of Ifrael.^' He did not borrow a new dc- 
lignation from any individual among them : for 
he viewed Ifrael, in their coUeftive capacity, a$ 
" his fon, his firft-born.-' He ftill delighted, how- 
jsver, in recognifing hi§ relation to their pious 
progenitors ; and in alTuring them, that he W0UI4 
f* perform the truth to Jacob, ^nd the mercy to 
** Abraham, which he had f^orn from the days of 
"oldV' 

Thus was God pleafed to link one revelation 
with another ; that he might, in the moft expref- 
five manner, teach his people the importance of 
the doftrine of the divine unity, and fhew them 
the neceflity of beiug on their guard againft im- 
pofturc*; while he at the fame time gave them 
the mod fatisfying evidence that they had no- 
thing of this kind to fear, when addreffed by the 
God of their fathers. Such care did he manifeft 
in this refped, that, in different inftances, he ia 
this manner conncfted (h6 diftind revelations that 

he 

«* caufeof the particular promifcs that had been made to Abrabaoi, fe- 
" condly to ICajLC, and laftly to Jacob, and in oppofitios to the pretenfions 
•• of fome people near neighbours to the Ifraclites, and jealous of ihcir 
«• hope* : Ty Cod of Abraham, and not of Lot^ as the Ammonites and 
" Moabites, Lnt's pofteriiy, pretended ; the God of I/aac, and not of I/b- 
•* maei, aa thr Iflima«lites pretended ; the God oi Jacob, and not of Bfau^ 
•* as the Edomites, who were the offspring of Efau, pretended." Allk's 
^ilt<ftions upon ilic Books of the HoJy Scriptures, VoL i. p. 80. 
t Mic. vii. so. 
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he inmde to the fam^ perfbod. When he appear- 
ed to Abram m the plain of Mamre, he remind- 
ed hitai that, although bis fituation was changed, 
he was ftiU under the proteftion of the fame God. 
He faid to him ; " I am Jehovah that brought 
•* thee out of Ur of the Cbaldees^ to give thee this 
" laiid, to inherit It^.'* When he commanded 
Jacob to leave Mefopotamia, and retiurn to his 
oirn kindred ; that he might have no doubt as to 
the certainty of the call^ aiid that he might knoir 
that it was the fame God who had " fed him all 
" his life long," and that his power was the fame 
in all places, and at all times, he referred him to 
what had taken place many years before, faying j 
" 1 am the God of Betbely where thou anointedft 
'* the pillar, and where thou vowedft a vow unto 
" rae«/' Afterwards, he made himfelf known to 
Jfltob by the fame peculiar charader. He faid 
to him ; " Arife, go up to Bethel, — and make 
" thefe an altar to God that appeated unto tbee^ 
" when thou fleddefi from the face of Efau thy 
" brother \'' 

When the glorious cotifequences of the afeen^ 
fion of Chrift are foretold, it is in this language ; 
*• The princes of the people are gathered toge- 
" ther, even the people of the God of Abraham *." 
In conformity to this, and to illuftrate the miity 
di the objeft of worlhip, and thfe uriity of his 
work for the redemption of the Church, Peter 
declares to the JewHh council ; " The God of 
C a " Abraham^ 

f Geo. XV. 7. g Oen. xxzi. 13. h Gen. xxsY. f . 
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** Abraham, and of Ifaac, knd of Jacob, the Goi 
** of our fathers, hath glorified his fon Jefus K^^ 

He had been known, for a long fuccelfion of 
ages, as ** the God of Ifrael," and as his Redeem- 
er. He had claimed this charafter, as attefted by 
many temporal and typical redemptions ; and ef- 
pecially as Jehovah, ** who brought up the chil- 
^* dren of Ifrael out of the land of Egypt ;'* and 
afterwards, in reference to the deliverance from 
Babylon, as he ** who' led the feed of the houfe 
** of Ifrael out of the north country ^." In the 
language of prophecy, he bad laid to his own Son, 
as the glorious Antitype, and as the Reprefenta- 
tive of that fpiritual Ifrael whom he had chofen 
to be his peculiar treafure ; ** Thou art my fer- 
•* vant, O Ifrael, in whom I will be glorified <»•'■ 
Now although, in the New Teftament, he is call- 
ed " the God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and of Ja- 
♦* cob," and alfo " the God of Ifrael \" in order 
to illuftrate his unity both of eflence and of ope- 
ration ; yet, the fpiritual redemption being ac- 
compliftied, he is efpecially defigned in relation 
to this. The God, and the Father, of Ifrael efpe- 
cially delights to be known as " the God and Fa- 
«*ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift," that tnie Ifrael 
in whom he hath been fo fignally glorified. 

VIII. That jEHpfVAH is the only true God, hath 
appeared from a variety of proofs, recorded in 
Scripture-hiftory, of his power in changing the 
I^earL He, even he only *♦ knoweth the hearts 

<*of 

1^ 4^ iii. 13. 1 Jer. xziii. 7, 8. m Ifi. sUix. 3. a Luke L tiS. 
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" of all the children of men ° ;'* and he only caii 
change them. In the former rcfpc6l he difplays 
his infinite wifdom ; in tne latter, his almighty. 
power ; in both, he appears to be God alone* 
Hence, when he promifes a revival to his Churchy 
by the gracious effufion of his Spirit^ he declares 
that this Ihonld be to her an indubitable evidence 
of his exclufive right to the honours of deity ! 
" Ye Ihall know that I am jErfovAH, when I have 
" opened your grates, O my people, and brought 
" you up out of your graves, and Ihall put my ■ 
** Spirit in you, and ye fliall live ?/' Both by the 
anfwer of prayer, and by the power of divine 
grace on his heart, ManaiTeh *^ knew that Jeho^ 
" VAH be was God <?.'^ 

So great is the natural obduracy of the heart, 
that no power can fubdue it but that which is 
divine. Hence it is defcribed as a heart of ftone ; 
and the breaking of it is claimed by God as his 
prerogative : *• Is not my word like as a fire^ 
•*and as a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
" pieces ^ ?" Such is its deceitfulnefs, that God 
only can fo know the difeafe as to apply an eflTec-' 
tual remedy. He alone can difcover it to the 
finner, becaufe he alone is perfedly acquainted 
with it. Therefore he fays, " The heart is de- 
** ceitful above all things ; — whq can know it ? I 
" Jehovah fearch the heart, and try the reins %" 
This work alfo declares, that it is he only " who 
^ formed the fpirit of man within him.'' For as 

C 3 the 

• I Kinp ▼lit 39. p Esek. izirii. 15, 14. ^1 Ghrofe. ntiii. i^* 



Digitized by 



Googk 



^3 ON THE BEIHQ AND 

the renovation of the heart is called a creation^ 
who can thus renew the heart, hut he who crea- 
ted it at firft ? When the Piahnift refers to th^ 
wonderful works of Jehovah in proof of his ex- 
dufive deity, he particularly fp^ifies this, work 
of mercy. V Anjiong the gods there is npne like 
^^ unto thee, O Jehovah, neither are there any' 
" works like unto thy works. — Thou art great, 
^' and doft wondrou^ things '.* thou art God alone. 
^* — For great is thy mercy towardi me i and thou 
** haft delivered my foul from the loweft bell ^** 

Is the God whom we profefs to adoi^e, the only 
living and true God ?* Let us flee from^ idolatry in 
every form* While we deleft the worftiip of £dfe 
gods, or of faints and angels who are our fellow- 
fervants ; let us beware of the love of the world. 
For covetoufnefe is idolatry. He, who is God 
alone, bath a rightful claim, to our wlude hearts. 
This claim He makes on us, on the very ground 
of his abfolute unity : **^Hear, O IfVael, Jehovah 
*^ our God is one Jehovah. And thou (halt love 
*'' Jehovah, thy God with all thine heart, and 
** with all thy foul, and with all thy might ».^' 
Let us fay unto him- in fincerity, " Whom have 
** I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 
" earth that I defire. befides thee." From him 
alone let us Icok^ for- falyation. He only, who is 
^od, can be- a SaviouE. To give the- name to any 
other, is blaf^hemy. Our God i« equally jealous 
of his honour in this re(ped:> as in^that of his. ef-* 
fential unity. ** I," faith he, "even I am Jeho- 



"yA^, 
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*' VAH, and befides me there is no Saviour.'*— 
*^ There is no God eUe befides me, a juft God 
" and a Saviour, there is none befides me. ♦ Look 
*♦ unto nut, and be ye faved, all the ends of the 
" earth : for I am God^ and there is none elfe \" 



SECTION in 

Tbff DoSirine of the Holy ^rinityy^^P roved from 
the Hijiory of Creation ;''^f the tall ;-^Qf the 
Confujion of 'tongue f ; — of Redemption. 

. We hav^ fcen, that the ptefervation of the 
dodrine of the divme unity, was one fpecial end 
of the revelation given to the Ifraelites ; and 
that even the hiftory contained in the facred Vo* 
lome was meant to be a hedge around this im« 
portant doctrine. But while the all-wife God 
mani&Aed fuch care with refpeft to the unity of 
bis effence^ he would not Conceal from his Church 
the manner of his fubfifience in three diftin£t per* 
fons* This doftrine^ indeed, like many others of 
the greatefi: momentj was more obfcurely reveal- 
ed before the coming of the Mcffiah. To fo grofs 
and carnal a people was God pleafed to reveal 
himfdf, and in a period of foch general poly- 
tlicif», that it appeared pro^jer to his infinite 
wifidom, tJ unfold this myftery more f^jaringfy. 

C4 The 
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40 THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY 

The dodrines of effential unity and plurality of 
perfons, are fo tempered together in the language 
of infpf ration, that while the Church could have 
no excufe for turning afide to polytheifm, Ihe 
could with as little reafon conclude that her God 
fubfifted in a fingle perfon. It is not merely in 
the doftrines, precepts or promifes, that we are 
to fearch for this myftery of a plurality in unity. 
It fo frequently beams forth, even in the hiftoric 
page, that we arc under a neceflity of believing^ 
that it was not one of the leaft defigns that God 
had in view, in favouring the Church with the 
hiftorical parts of Scripture, more fully to reveal 
this dodrine, as well as to prefcrve it uncor- 
rupted. 

The dodh-ine of a plurality^ appears in the very 
firft words of infpiration. God would not record 
the hiftory of cr€ation% without informing the 
Church, that the character of Creator was by no 
means to be confined to one perfon. It ha§ oftea 
been obferved, that this is taught in the worda 
repdered God created^ where we have a noun in 
the plural, joined with a verb in the lingular 
number, plainly exprefling a plurality in unity. 
That this is the genuine fenfe of the paiTage, ap- 
pears from the work afcribed^ in the next verfe, 
to the Spirit of God, who is faid to have " moved 
" on the face of the waters.'* By modem Jews, 
whom fome Chriftians have folio wed, this ex- 
preflion has been rendered, ^ a wind of God," or 
*' a mighty wind.*' But the firmamefct, or ex- 
panfe, w^s not created till the fecond day. This 

includes 
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' includes the atmofphere which fnrrounds our 
earth : for the fowl is faid to " fly above the earth 
** in the open firmament of heaven ^Z' Now, it 
cannot reafonably be fuppofed, that there could be 
a mighty wind, or any wind at all, before the ex- 
iftence of an atmofphere. 

If we turn to the gofpel-hiftory, we find a third 
perfon mentioqed as engaged in the work of crea- 
tion. " All things were made by" that Word, 
who " in the beginning exifted with God ^.'* 

This pliuality appears ftill more exprefsly, when 
the facred hiftorian gives an account of the crea- 
tion of man : " And God faid, Let us make man 
" in our image, after our likenefs.'' But it is a 
plurality in unity : " So God created man in bis 
" own image «." It has been juftly obferved, 
that to this the language of Elihu, and of the 
royal Preacher, agrees : " None faith. Where, is 
" God my Makers y ;'* and, " Remember now Ay 
** Creators =^." Nothing can be more abfurd than 
the various attempts which have been made to 
fliew, that this language may be otherwife under- 
ftood. God could never fpeak in this manner to 
angels, or to any fecond caufes. For to whomfo- 
ever thefe words were addrelTed, they muft have 
been co-operators with God in this divine work. 
They muft have aflifted him in making man. 
Philo the Jew exprefsly fays, that thefe words, 
Let us make J declare a plurality*. That the 
Jewiih writers in general view this language as 

including 

I » Gciu 1. ao. w John I x. — 3. x Geo. i. 16, 47. y Job xtir. 10. 

t EccleC zii. I. a De Confaf. Ian|;. p. 270. 
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42^ THE DOGVRIKS OF THI TRINITY 

including a myftcry, not to be made known to the 
vulgar, and indeed (ludioufly concealed by theoi 
from their abhorrence of Chriftianity, has been 
elfewhere demonftrated \ It is therefore unne* 
ceffary to enlarge here. I fhall only add, that the 
modern Jews are fo fully convinced that the doc- 
trine of a plurality is contained in thefe words^ as 
to wilh to alter the reading. Inftead of Lei us 
make man, they incline to read. Let man be made; 
although the Samaritan text, the Scptoagint, the 
Talmudifts, and all their tranflations, whether an- 
cient or modern, exprefs the language in the fame 
manner with our verfion. 

The fame important dodrine is introduced in 
the'hiftory of the Fall. That three-one God, who 
faid, " Let us make man after our image," in the 
fame charafter laments the lofs of this image. 
" Jehovah God faid. Behold, the man is become 
'f aj one of us ;" or^ as fome read the paflage, 
"Behold the man, who was as one of us^l" 
Hgre Philo obferves ; " Thefe words, as one of us, 
" are not put for one^ but for more than one *^." 
The learned Allix has remarked, that the ancient 
Jewifh writers maintain, that God " fpeaks not 
*^ this to the angels, who had no common likenefs 
" to the unity or effence of God, but to Him who 
" was the celeflial Adam, who is one with God«.'' 
To whom this charader applies, we learn from 
the Targum of Jonathan oa the place, who here 
fpeaks of '* the only begotten in heaven." ' 

This 

b See VindicatioD of the Do(flrine of Scripture, 8lc^ vol. i. 5.— S. 
<; Oe^. iff. as. d De Conf^iC ubi fup. 

e Judgment of Uk Je^'ifii ChuKh, p. 49. ' 
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This dodrin^ is alfo taagbt in the hiftory of 
the Cwfufion of 'Xwgues. " Ji^hovah faid, — Go 
" to, let us go down, and there confound their 
" language ^.'' Here the Jews repeat th^r con- 
temptible fuhterfuge, that Go<i addrefles hia 
** houfe of judgment,'* that is, created angel^^, 
For it is an eftablifhed do<ftrine with thera, that 
" God does nothing without previouily confultinx 
" with his family above 5." But it has juftljf 
been obferved, thai thefe wyds, if fpoken to an- 
gels, would imply that God were one of them, or 
that he defcended in. the fame manner with them,, 
by a real change of place. Befides, in a moment 
to chafige one language into many, ^nd to infufc 
thefe into the minds of men, whp were utterllran- 
gers to them before, fo that they ftiould ontirely 
forget their former modes of fpeech, is a work 
that far furpafles the power of angels, and can be 
accoa)plilhed by no being hut that God, with 
whom to will aqd to do is the fame \ 

It muft be evident to Qvery one, who. r<iads the 
hiftory of the Old Teftamcnt with- any degree of 
attention, that an Angel is often introduced aa 
ipeaking the l^ngaa^e, performing. the works^and 
accepting the worfhip, which exjclufively belong; 
to the Supreipe Being. In other words, one,, who, 
is undoubtedly a divine perfon, often appears, in. 
a delegated charader. Now, while it w^asf the 
will, of Go4. '^ thi^ manner conftantly to remind 
his Church of tb^ economy of redemption, hp at 

the 
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44 Tflfi DOCTRXNE OF THE TRINITY 

the fame time taught her a diftinftion of perfonr' 
in the divine cflence. It was this Angel who ap- 
peared to Abraham on different occafions, to Ha- 
g^r, to Jacob, to Mofes, to Jofliua, to the Ifraelites 
at Bochim, to Gideon, to Manoah and his wife. 
But I enter not into a particular confideration of 
thefe appearances, having endeavoured to illu- 
ftrate the charafter of this divine Meffenger in 
another place ». There it has alfo been proved, 
that the law was givJn to the Ifraelites at Mount 
Sinai, by the fecond perfon of the adorable Tri- 
nity in the charadler of the Angel of Jehovah K 
It deferves particular attention, that at the very 
time that the God of Ifrael gave his people a law, 
by wjiich they were to be diftinguifhed from all 
the idolatrous nations around, one fpecial defign 
of which was to preferve the doftrine of the di- 
vine unity ; — at the very time that he pronoun- 
ced that leading precept, " Thou Ihalt have no 
" other gods before me ;" he, according to the 
Sacred Hiftory viewed in its connexion, fuftained 
the charafter of an Angel, and was pleafed to 
communicate the knowledge of this fad to his 
people. How can thefe apparent contradidions 
be reconciled, but by admitting that it was the 
will of God to reveal himfelf to his Church, as at 
the fame time poffefling effential unity and pcr- 
fonal plurality ? ' 

The more ancient Jewilh writers declare, that 
two perfons were engaged in promulgating the 

law. 



i Vuidkttion of the Dodrme of Scriptufe, toi. L p. 99.— xi7' 
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law. They fay ; " The two firft precepts: were 
/* fpoken by the Supreme Spirit, but he fpokc al^ 
'* the reft by his Glory, who is called El Sbaddai^ 
** known to the fathers ; by whom the prophets 
" foretold future events ; who is called Jab ; in 
" whom the Name of God is ; the Beloved of 
" God who dwelt in the temple ; and the Mouth 
" of the Lord.; and the Face of the Lord^; and 
" the Rock ; and that Goodnefs which Mofes faw, 
** when he could not fee God^." Elfewhere they 
call him " the Schecbinah, by whom we draw 
" near to God, and prefent our fupplications to 
** him ; who is that Angel in whom the name of ^ 
** God is, who is himfelf called God and Jeho- 
" vah/' The change of perfon, in the promulga- 
tion of the law, afferted by thefe writers, is evi- 
dently a mere fancy. But their language deferves 
attention ; as it fhews how fully they were con- 
vinced of the dodrine of a plurality in imity, 
when they introduced it in this manner. 

It has been univerfaily admitted by the friends 
of revelation, that the great end which God hath 
in view in the work of Redemption^ is the difplay 
of his own adorable perfedions. But there is 
doubtlefs another, although lefs attended to, no- 
wife incompatible with this, nay, itfelf an emi- 
nent branch of the fupreme end. This is the ma* 
nifeftation of the myftery of the Trinity, and of 
the mode of fubfiilence peculiar to each perfon in 
the divine eflence. This muft undoubtedly be 
viewed as included in the one great defign of the 

all-wife 
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all-wife God, in 6ur redemption ; and it is evi* 
dent that he hath ftill kept it in eye, in the reve- 
lation given to the Church, and efpecially in the 
hiftory of that work, as it is recorded in the gof- 
pels. We may trace the doftrine of a Trinity in 
the accounts given of th€* old creation ; but it ap- 
pears with far fdperior evidence in the Jiiflory of 
the' new. This correfpopds, to the fuperior great- 
nefs of the work, and to the bri.r^htet and more 
extenfive difplay of divine perfe<3:ion. 

Such w^as the ftate of the Church, as to admit 
of a more full manifeflation of this myftery. It 
was more obfcnrely revealed to the pntiiarchs, 
and under the Mofaic economy. This was ana- 
logous to the general character of the revelation 
then made ; as well as to the ftate of the Church, 
yet in her infancy, and expofed to conftarit temp* 
tations to pblytheifm, from the frtuation of all the 
furrounding nations. But " when the fullnefs of 
" the time was come/' that the gofpel fbodld be 
preached fo every creature, and the kingdom of 
Satan fall as lightning from heaven, in the over- 
throw of heathen darkncfs ; there were no fuch 
impediments to the more c!:ar revelation of this 
myfterious doftrine. The reft of the divine con- 
dud indeed rci^dered this neceffary. God had 
liow " fent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
^* under the law, to redeem them that were under 
<* the law." The ends of this miffion could not 
be accomplifhed, without a full revelation of the 
character of this illuftrious Meffcngcr. He could 
not otherwife receive that homage from the 

Chureh, 
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Church, which he merited as her Redeemer, and 
which was neceflary, in order to her falvation. 
Now, his charader, as eflentially the Son of God, . 
and at the fame time a divine Meffenger, coldd 
not be properly unfolded, without a declaration 
hoth of the paternity of the Firft Perfon, and of 
that wonderful difpenfatjon according to whicli 
th« Second, although equal in power and glory, 
voluntarily " emptied himfelf." Nor could the 
unity of the work of redemption, as pervadipg all 
the difpcnfations given to the Church, and the 
beautiful harmony of the law and the gofpel, be 
otberwife difplayed. Without a full revelation 
of this myftery, how could it have been known 
that he who appearr ct In the end of ages as fent 
of God, was tKr very fame perfon who had for- 
merly led the Church, as the Angel of his face ; 
that He who now brought fpiritual redemption to 
his folk, was no other than that Angel -Redeemef 
who had already fo frequently delivered them 
&om temporal calamities ? 

If this myftery t)e unknown or difbelieved, 
there can be no faith in Chrift as the Mediator 
between God and men. For he whd believes not 
that the Son is in the Father, and the Father in 
the Son, as to identity of eflence, while at the 
fame time there is a diftindion of perfons, denies 
the voluntary, fubjeftion of* the Son to the Father 
in the eternal covenant, and thus the whole foun- 
dation of hi« merit and of our falvation. In re- 
lation to the work of our redemption, and in the 
hiftory given of it, are revealed various internal 

adings 
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adings of the divine perfpns towards each other, 
as well as thofe of an external nature. The Fa- 
ther appoints, gives, fends, prepares a human na- 
ture for his Son : the Son undertakes, gives him- 
felf, comes, ajQTumes this nature. 

From the hiftory given of the conception of 
Chrift, we find that three divine perfons were en- 
gaged in the creatioa of this " new thing in the 
" earth." The Father appears in the charadter 
of ** the Higheft ;" the Third Perfon, as " the 
" Holy Ghoft,'' and " the Power of the Higheft ;" 
and the Setond, as " the Son of God ^.'^ When 
this wonderful Perfon, the incarnate Word, was 
to he n\anifefted to Ifrael at his baptifm, each di- 
vine Perfon concurred in the work. The Father 
teftified his prefence and approbation by a voice 
from the excellent glory, announcing Jefus as 
his beloved Son ; and the Holy Ghoft defcended 
like a dove, and refted on him ». The hiftory of 
his death, viewed in its connexion, affords a proof 
of a fimilar kind. As ** it pleafed Jehovah," in 
the perfon of the Father, fuftaining the charader 
of Judge, to bruife the Son as our Surety ; and as 
he, having power over his own life, commended 
his fpirit into the hands of his Father, thus pre- 
fenting unto him a facrifice of a fweet-fmelling 
favour ; he did fo " through the Eternal Spirit." 
The fame thing appears from the refurredion of 
Jefus. He was " powerfully declared to be the 
•* Son of God in his rcfurredtion from the dead° ;" 
for he had " power to take again" that life which 

no 
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no one could take from him. This work is fre- 
quently afcribed to God, where the term evident- 
ly denotes the Firft Perfon. " God hath raifed 
" up Jefus again ; as it is alfo written in the fe- 
" cond pfalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I 
" begotten thee p.'* As he was " put to death in 
" the flefti, he was quickened by the Spirit," by 
that Spirit of holinefs, " by which alfo he went 
" and preached unto the fpirits in prifon ^^Z' Nor 
is this lefs evident from the account given of the 
effufion of the Spirit. This is undoubtedly a di- 
vine work ; and it is defcribed as belonging to 
each adorable Perfon. Jefus had foretold that the 
Comforter Ihould come, that himfelf fliould fend 
him % and that he fhoujd at the fame time be fent 
by the Father '. Accordingly, from the account 
given of this wonderful event by the apoftle Peter, 
which is left on record for the inftruflion of the 
Church, we find that each divine Perfon was en- 
gaged in accomplifhing it : " Jefus having re- 
** ceived of the Father the promife of the Holy 
" Ghoft, hath Ihed forth this which ye now fee 
"and hear V' 

It is undeniable, that one fpecial end, which 
Chrift had in view in his miraculous works, was 
to confirm his doftrine with refpect to his equa- 
lity with the Father. When he gave thanks at 
the tomb of Lazarus, before raifing him from 
the dead, it was becaufe of the people who ftood 
by, that they might believe that the Father had 
Vol. II. D fent 
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50 THE DOCTRINE OT THE TRINITt' 

fent him ; and fent him as a Meflenger invefted 
with divine power, becaufe efientiallj pofieffing 
divine pcrfedion. For he had previoufly faid to 
his difciples : " This ficknefs is not , unto death, 
** but for the glory of God, that the Son of God 
** might be glorified thereby ;*' and taught Mar- 
tha, that if ftie " would believe, fhe would fee the 
** glory of God,'' in feeing the manifeftation of 
that power which effentially belonged to himfelf, 
as " the Refurredlion and the life ".'* When he 
cured the man fick of the palfy, it was in order 
to prove that he had " power on earth to forgive 
*' fin ;" while he admitted the principle held by 
the fcribes, that no one could forgive fins but 
God only ^. On diflferent occafions he refers to 
his miraculous Works, as irrefragable evidences of 
his having the fame eflence with the Father ; and 
of the mutual inexiftence, as fome have exprefled 
it, of the Father in the Son, and of the Son in the 
Father, in refpedl of this effential unity, while 
there is at the fame time a real diftinftion of per- 
fons. When his enemies accufed him of blaf- 
phemy, becaufe he faid, " I am the Son of God,'* 
" making himfelf God ;" he replied, " If I do 
" not the works of my Father, believe me not* 
" But if i do, though ye believe not me, believe 
** the works ; that ye may know and believe that 
** the Father is in me, and I in him w." To 
Philip, when defiring to fee the Father, he faid, 
** Believe me, that I am in the Father, and the 

" Father 
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** Father in me ; or elfe believe me for the very 
^ vsrork's fake *.'* The Evangelift John, when re- 
ferring to the figns recorded in the preceding hif- 
tory> fubjoins this declaration ; " Thefe are writ- 
^ ten, that ye might believe that Jefus is the Son 
"of God y/* That he appropriates this charac- 
ter to Jefus, as expreffive of fupreme deity, is evi- 
dent from the uniform tenor of the gofpel which 
bears his name ^ 

The doftrine of the Trinity is peculiarly elu- 
cidated by the hiftory of redemption ; as it does 
not merely exhibit all the adorable Perfons as en-» 
gaged in this work, but afcribcs a peculiar ope- 
ration to each Perfon. The contrivance of our 
redemption is afcribed to the Father ; the pur- 
chafe of it to the Son ; and the efFeftual applica- 
tion of this purchafed redemption to the Holy 
Spirit. The Father fends his Son as our Surety ; 
the Son cheerfully comes in this character ; and 
the Holy Spirit is fent by both. The purpofe of 
eleftion is more immediately afcribed to the Fa- 
ther ; the objeAsof his love are all chofen In 
Chrift ; and they, who were thus chofen from e- 
ternity, are in time chofen out of the world, and 
fcparated for himfelf, by the renewing and fandi* 
fying work of the Spirit* 

Nor is this all. The peculiar operation of each 
Perfon, in the wotk of our falvation, is pet- 
SeSdy analogous to the order of fubfiftence in the 
Holy Trinity j and thus beautifully illuftrates the 

D 2 mutual 
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52 THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY 

mutual relations of the divine Perfons. All the 
external works of God, indeed, are common to 
each Perfon ; as the divine nature is the fame in- 
divifible principle of operation. Yet thefe works 
are diftinftly afcribed to the three Perfons, be- 
caufe each Perfon operates according to the order 
of fubfiftence. In the old creation, the Father 
called all things into being, by his co-effential 
Word, communicating life immediately by the 
Spirit, as exercifing a generating power on the 
unfonned mafs. When God created man, the 
Firft Perfon formed him by the Second, as his ef- 
fential Image, giving him life, both natural and 
moral, by the Third as " the Spirit of life*.'* 
Yet this implies no inferiority, or mere inflru- 
mentality, in any of the adorable Perfons ; but 
only the moft perfedl order and harmony. The 
cafe is the fame in the new creation. It feems 
moft confiftent with divine wifdom, that he who 
is firft in the order of fubfiftence fliould rather 
fend than be fent ; that the Son, who is " the 
" image of the invifible God," ftiould procure the 
reftoration of that blefied image loft by fin ; and 
that he, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, fliould be fent by both, to quidcen thofe 
who are fpiritually dead. This diftind operation 
indeed, ^ it correfponds with the order of fub- 
fiftence, beautifully harmonizes with the diftin- 
guifliing charader belonging to each Perfon. He, 
who is eflentially the Father, aflumes the charac- 
ter of paternity, in a federal refpeft, towards 

thofe 
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tfaofe who arc orphans and aliens. The ody-be- 
gotten Son of God is fent forth, made under the 
law, that they may ^* receive the adoption of 
** fons^'* and appears as " the firft-bom among 
" many brethren." The adorable Spirit, " the 
" breath of Jehovah,'* breathes on the flain, that 
they may live ; giving them a new heart and a 
right fpirit. He, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, unites the finner to both. 

Is it ^* life eternal to know the only true God, 

" and Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent?'' Hath 

no one the Father, who ** denieth the Son ?'' Can 

no one honour the Father, " who honoureth not 

" the Son ?** Is it the Spirit alone who quicken* 

eth, and wha teacheth us to " know the things 

" that are freely given us of God ?'* Can no man 

*• fay that Jefus is the Lord, but by the Holy 

*^ Ghoft?'' Is it through Chrift that " we have 

** accefs by one Spirit unto the Father ?'* Let 

us blefs God for the revelation of the myftery of 

a Trinity in unity ; and efpecially becaufe he 

hath revealed it fo clearly in the hiftory of our 

redemption, in relation to that work in which a 

peculiar operation belongs to each adorable Per- 

fon, in which the love of a three-one God* is fo 

wonderfully difplayed, in which we difcem fo 

bleffed a harmony, not only of divine perfeftions, 

but of divine Perfons ! In alj our worfliip, let 

us view God according to this revelation, afcri^ 

bing glory to him " who is, and who wa5, and 

'* who is to come, and to the Seven Spirits which 
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** are before his throne, and to Jefus Chrift, who 
^' is the faithful witnefs, and the firft-begotten 
^* from the dead, and the prince of the kings of 
** the earth.** Let us eameftly defire communion 
with this three-one God ; with the Father, in his 
love as the fpring of our falvation ; with the Son, 
in all that grace which he hath purchafed by his 
blood ; and with the Holy Ghoft, in the whole 
extent of his efficacious operation. In order to 
this, let us prefs after union with Chrift, that in 
him we may be united to the Father by that one 
Spirit who proceeds from both, and who is con- 
ferred by both as the Spirit of adoption. Let us 
cultivate love to the brethren, as members of the 
fame myftical body, defiring to be ** one heart 
^ and one foul ;" that although many, we may 
be one, and thus be affimilated, in our weak mea- 
fure, to the blefled Trinity in refpeft of unity ; 
as Jefus prays in behalf of his Church.; — " That 
** they all may be one ; as thou. Father, art in 
♦* me, and I in thee ; that they alfo may be one 
^* in us. — 1 in them, and thou in me, that they 
^* may be made perfed in one ; and that the 
^* world may know that thou haft fent me, and 
y haft loved them, as thou haft loved me *».*' 
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SECTION III. 



Of the Wifdom of God.-^Of his Power.^Ofthat 
€bara5ler^ Hbc LORD of Hojls. 

In the^ facred volume, we have an hiftory of 
the divine perfeftions. Thefe are not only de- 
clared in a dodrinal way, but alfo hiilorically de- 
lineated. They are not merely exhibited as ob- 
je^s of fifuth ; by their wonderful effeds, they 
become as it were vifible to the very fenfes of 
men. Often, in one event, one perfedion ap- 
pears more confpicuous than otliers, like an " ap- 
** pie of gold, fet in pictures of filver/' In ano- 
ther, different perfedions beam forth with dif- 
tinguifhed luftre* But whether the difplay be 
limited to one, or extended to more, fuch are the 
charaders of the work as to proclaim a divine 
sgent. 

It might be fhewed, that we have here an hi- 
ftory of the Wifdom of God. This perfedion is 
difplayed in the work of creation. All things 
are dedared to be " very good <:,*' as exadly corre- 
sponding to the pattern in the divine mind, and 
to the end for which they were made. We may 
therefore jufUy fay ; ^ O Lord, how manifold 
^ are thy works, in wifdom haft thou made them 
D 4 " aU.'' 

? Ccn. i. 3x, 
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" all <^." The fame wifdora is confpicuous in the 
works of Providence. How often hath God 
'* brought to nought the counfel of the wicked •/' 
now, by " making their devices of none effeft," 
although the refult of the moft mature delibera- 
tion, and displaying all the craft of the old fer- 
pent ; then, by turning their very fchemes of de- 
ftrudion on their own heads I Pharaoh faid, in 
the height of his refentment, and in the infolence 
of his pride ; " I will purfue, 1 will overtake, I 
** will divide the fpoil ; my lull fhall be fatisfie4 
*/ upon them ; I will draw ray fword, my hand 
" fhall deftroy them «/' But this very purfuit 
was overruled for his more fignal overthrow. 

The wifdom of God might be illuftrated from 
the confideration of the means employed for the 
prefervation of the truth. The great longevity 
of the antediluvian patriarchs, and of fome of ^ 
thofe who lived after the flood, was evidently de- 
figned in fubferviency to the prefervation of that 
precious dodrine revealed to the Church, while 
it was only tranfmitted by tradition. A particu- 
lar family was afterwards feparated for this pur- , 
pofe. At length, when idolatry had overrun the 
world, revelation was committed to writing, and 
a whole nation were employed as its guardians. 
As the Sacred Hiftory exhibits the completion of 
great part of the prophecies contained in the vo- 
lume of infpiration, we have another evidence 
that its author is " the only wife God/' who 
** knoweth the end from the beginning." 

Did 

d Pfal. civ. 24. c Ezod. xv. 9. 
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' Did we particularly confider the hiftory of re- 
demption, we would at every ftep find reafon to 
admire " the manifold wifdom of God ;" as dif- 
played in the comprehenfive nature of the firft 
revelation of grace, which is a beautiful fummary 
of all that hath fince been communicated to the 
Church ; in its being expreffed in a free promife ; 
in the feafonablenefs of this revelation ^ in the 
choice of that divine Perfon, as the immediate 
Revealer, who was himfelf to bruife the head of 
the ferpent ; in the inftitution of facrifices, as a 
perpetual and fenfible teftimony of the way in 
which fin Ihould adually be expiated ; in the fal- 
vatipn of the family of Noah by an ark, ^nd by 
means of water, as figurative of the falvation of 
all who believe ; in the appointment of a typical 
priefthood and royalty, as well as in raifing up 
prophets, who were at the fame time meflengers 
employed by the Angel of the covenant, and types 
of his future appearance in our world > in the 
whole frame of the Mofaic difpenfation, as a fha- 
dow of good things to come ; in the gradual Iut 
creafe of the light of revelation, as the more per- 
fed day approached; when " the Sun of righteouf- 
" nefs" fhould himfelf ** arife with healing in his 
^* wings/' 

How wonderful the difplay of divine wifdom, 
in the conftitution of the mediatory perfon of Je- 
fus ; in the formation of his body, of the fame 
iubftance^ with ours, yet without fin ; in the 
choice of the time of his appearance, when " the 
f* world by wifdom knew not God ;'' in the means 

employed 
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employed for the accomplilhment of the prophecy 
as to his being bom in Bethlehem, and- for ma- 
king it legally known that he was of the lineage 
of David ; in the excitement of a general expec- 
tation, among Gentiles as well as Jews, of the 
appearance of an illuftrious and extraordinary 
perfon about this time ; in the choice of his fore- 
runner, in refpeft of the tribe of which he fpning, 
his immediate parents, the place of his nativity 
and education, his manner of life, his peculiar 
miniftry, his great acceptablenefs to the people, his 
eminent faithfulnefs and intrepidity, his want of 
perfonal acquaintance with the Meffiah, and the 
occafion and circumftances of his teftimony to 
him ! 

Here we might contemplate this perfedion as 
difplayed in the do<3:rine which Chrift taught ; in 
the charader of his miracles ; in the choice of 
the time and circumftances in which many of 
them were wrought, and in their peculiar fignifi- 
cancy as emblems of his fpiritual work ; in the em- 
ployment of fo unlikely a mean as his own death, 
for deftroying the power of fin, Satan and death ; 
in his being betrayed by one of his difciples, the 
natural confequencc of which muft have been, 
that had the traitor known any thing detrimen* 
tal to the charadter of his Mafter, he would un- 
doubtedly have publiihed it for his own vindica* 
tion ; in making the dciShrine of the crofs the in* 
(Irument of fubduing the wdrld to the obedience 
of faith. — But the nature of this work will not 
admit of fo particular a difcuflion* 

We 
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Wc might alfo take an extenfive view of Di- 
tine Power. For the facrcd volume contains a 
ftriking and an ample hiftory of this perfedion. 
Its glory illuminates the records of creation. No 
language can he imagined, that could fo forcibly 
exprefs the infinite eafe with which God effeAed 
this work, as that employed by the infpired hiflo* 
rian. " God faid. Let light be, and light was.'' 
; He " fpake, and it was done : he commanded, 
" and it flood fafl.'* His providential government 
is one continued difplay of omnipotence. ** Day 
^ unto day uttereth fpeech." 

The Sacred Hiflory, in a great variety of in- 
ftances, illuflrates the meaning of that name which 
God fo frequently ufes, — ^Jehovah Sabaoth, or 
the Lord of Hosts, — a name which peculiarly 
cxprefTes his almighty power and univerfal domi- 
nion. Some have fuppofed, that Sabaoth is one 
of the proper names of God. But it is evident, 
that as the word fignifies bojls or armies^ he is 
called the Lord, or God of hofls, becaufe the va- 
rious hofls of creatures are all the work of his 
hands, and obey his will. This is jufl an expref- 
fion of his omnipotence. Hence we find, that the 
language of the feraphim, " Holy, holy, holy is 
" the Lord of hofts V' is applied to him by the 
four living creatures, with a change of expreflion 
denoting the meaning of the name ; ** Holy, holy, 
♦* holy Lord God Almighty «/* 

His 

f Ki. ti. 3. g Rtv. ir. 8, 
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His is " the army of heaven/' The different 
orders of holy angels are all his hofts, his " mini- 
" fters that do his pleafure." He employs them 
as minifters hot\i of providence and grace, and as 
inftruments either of judgment, or of mercy. By 
an angel, the vain-glorious Herod is fmitten *», and 
by an angel the faithful fervant of Jefus is deli- 
vered ». Sometimes one of thefe heavenly mef- 
fengers fweeps away embattled hofts with " the 
** befom of deftruftion." ^ Thus an angel fmote, 
in the camp of the Aflyrians, an hundred four- 
fcore and five thoufand ^. At other times, ai> 
army of angels is employed as a guard to one 
man. When the king of Syria fought to make 
Eliiha his prifoner, and fent to Dothan " horfes, 
" and chariots, and a great hoft," which compaf- 
fed the city ; ** behold, the mountain," on which 
it was built, " was full of horfes and chariots of 
" fire round about Elifha V When the angels 
of God met Jacob on his way to his father's houfe, 
he faid, '* This is God's hoft "'." " Are they not 
" all miniftering fpirits, fent forth to minifter to 
^' the heirs of f^lvation ?" 

He hath alfo l^ions of devils at his command, 
whom he employs, either for the trial of his faints, 
as in the experience of Job " j or for the punifti- 
ment of his adverfaries,'as we leanj from the ac- 
count given of his judgments on the Egyptians ; 
" He caft upon them the fiercenefs of his anger, 
** wrath and indignation, and trouble, by fending 

" evil 

h Afts xii. 23. i A£U ku. 7. 11. k a Kings xix. ^5. 
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" evil angels among them ^." Thefe hellifh hofts 
acknowledged Jefus as their Lord ; confefling that 
he had power to torment them, or to fend them 
whitherfoevex he pleafed. 

Wicked men muft alfo be numbered among his 
hofts. For he " maketh the wrath of man to 
" praife him ; the remainder of wrath fhall he 
** reftrain." Hence he calls Nebuchadnexxar his 
fervant p : and all wicked men are his fervants in 
the fame fenfe : for he overrules their very wick- 
edne(s for accomplifliing his own purpofes. " His 
" fervants they are to whom they obey :'* and 
although difobedient to the precept, they, with- 
out any intention on their part, as well as without 
any conftraint on his, fulfil the purpofe. For ac- 
complifliing his defigns of judgment, often he em- 
ploys them againft one another. Thus did he te- 
ftify his difpleafure with the Midianites 9, and af- 
terwards with the Philiftines ^y when they fought 
the deftruftion of his people. He " fet. every 
" man's fword againft his fellow/* Often hath 
he employed them as his inftruments in puniftiing 
a profefling people for their iniquities. Senna- 
cherib, notwithftanding all his boafting and ftout- 
nefe of heart againft the God of Ifrael, was only 
his fword. That God, whom he blafphemed, had 
fent him, although he knew it not, ** againft an 
" hypocritical nation.'' He was merely execu- 
ting a commiffion, which he could not read ; and 
fulfilling all God's counfel, although be viewed it 

as 

P&L kkriii. 49. p Jer. zxvli. C, q Judg. vii. z%* 
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as wholly his own ^ Often alfo have the wicked 
been employed as inftruments of deliverapce to 
the Church. The kings of the Medes invaded 
Chaldea, with no other defign than to gratify 
their ambition or revenge. But it was tlie pur- 
pofe of the Moft High to break in pieces the 
proud empire of Babylon, that his captives might 
be delivered. He therefore defcribes the plan, 
preparations, warlike operations and fuccefs, as 
proceeding wholly from himfelf : and, to exprefs 
the abfolute certainty of the event, although at 
the diftance of fome centuries, he employs fuch 
language as if he rather declared what was paft, 
than foretold what was future. He appears as 
a fovereign leader, iffuing forth his orders to his 
vaffals, which they muft neceflarily execute ; nay, 
as an invifible, but all-powerful agent, influencing 
all their counfels. " Make bright the arrows; 
** gather the (hields : the Lord hath raifed up 
" the fpirit of the kings of the Medes : for his 
" device is againft Babylon, to deftroy it ; be- 
" caufe it is the vengeance of the Lord, the ven- 
" geance of his temple.— The Lord of Hofts hath 
*^ fworn by himfelf, faying, Surely I will fill thee 
" with men as with caterpillars. — Set ye up a 
" ftandard in the land, blow the trumpet among 
"the nations, prepare the nations againft her: 
" call together againft her the kingdoms of Ara-, 
" rat, Minni and Aihchenaz, appoint a captain 
** againft her, caufe the horfes to come up as the 
" rough caterpillars. Prepare againft her the na- 

"tions 

8 Ila. X. 5.-7. 
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^* tions with the kings of the Medes, the captains 
** thereof, and all the rulers thereof, and all the 
**land of his doplinion^" Obferve howhede- 
fcribes the cruel Medes and Perfians, and the, other 
heathen nations whom he was pleafed to employ 
in this work :-^" I have commanded my fandified 
** ones, I have alfo called my mighty ones for 
" mine anger, even them that rejoice in my high* 
" nefs. The noife of a multitude in the moun- 
** tain, like as of a great people : a tumultuous 
" noife of the kingdoms of nations gathered toge-* 
" ther : the Lord of hojis muftereth the hojis of 
" the battle. They come from a far country, 
•* even the Lord and the weapons of his indig- 
" nation to deftroy the whole land ".'* 

His own people may juftly be reckoned among 
his hofts. The typical Ifraelites are denominated 
" the hofts of Jehovah ^/' This name efpecially 
refpeds the Church under the New Teftament, 
confifting of converts belonging to every kindred ; 
and therefore called " the goodly heritage of the 
" hofts of nations ^/' The Church appears ** ter-^ 
" rible as an army with banners," All her ge- 
nuine members have been " volunteers in the 
•* day of his power." They have enlifted under 
his banner. He employs them in his wars. He 
teaches their hands to war, and their fingers to 
fight. He manages them in a different manner 
from that in which he exercifes his power over 
the wicked. He works in them, not in oppofition 
to their own intentions, but according to the ha- 
bitual 

t Jer. li. XI. 14. 17. a8. u If«. xiii. 3.-5, w Exod. xii. 41. 
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bitual inclinations of their hearts, as renewed by 
his grace. They obey his will on earth, in re- 
femblance of the holy army above. Like the an- 
gels of blifs, they in their inferior degree are 
" his hofts, his minifters, that do his pleafure.*' 
It is therefore their daily prayer ; " Thy will be 
" done on earth, as it is in heaven.*' They have 
" a leader and commander,'* who conducts them 
to certain vidlory. They " overcome Satan, 
" through the blood of the Lamb, and the word 
" of their teftimony." They alfp overcome the 
world. And, what is more than either ; they are 
conquerors over themfelves. Employing them as 
his hofts, he brings glory to his name by the war- 
fare itfelf, and by its happy termination. 

This charafter is in a peculiar fenfe conferred 
on his fervants in the miniftry. When the L,e- 
Vites were admitted into the fervice of God, they 
were faid to " enter into the hoft," and to " war 
** the warfare \" Hence this very language is 
adopted by the apoftle Paul, when addrefluig Ti- 
mothy ' : and the minifters of the New Tefta- 
ment, in declaring the glad-tidings of falvation, 
are defcribed as a great hoft or army : " Jeho- 
** VAH gave the word : Great was the army of 
** thofe that publilhed it ».*' 

The fame deiignation is given to the heavenly 
bodies. Hence are they fo often called " the hoft 
" of heaven ^ ;" not merely as fignifying their 
number, but their order, beauty, and conftant obe- 
dience 

y Num. iv. 3, 23. z i Tim. i. 18. ; a Tim. ii. 3. 4. 
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dienee to the diTine command. It deferves our 
attention, that as not only the heathen worfhipped 
the heavenly bodies, but the Ifraelites difcovered 
a ftnmg attachment to this fpecies of idolatry, 
God, in revealing himfelf to his Church, often 
aflerts his abfolute dominion over this hoft, and 
alfo occafionally declares the foundation of this 
dominion. He announces himfelf as their Lord, 
becaufe ttey arc all the work of his hands : 
** Lift up jrour eyes on high, and behold who hath 
*• created thcfe, that bringeth out their hoft by 
^ number : he calleth them all by names by the 
** greatnefs of his might, for that he is ftrong in 
** power ; not one faileth- — I, even my hands have 
** ftretched out the heavens, and all their hoft have 
** I commanded ^" He hath made the ^* lights 
** in the firmament of heaven,— for feafons ^ :" 
and as he is pleafed to difpenfe their influences, 
he either blefles the inhabitants of the earth with 
abundance, or punifhes them with want ; he pre- 
ferves them in health, or vifits them with fick- 
ncls. Hence he conneds this name with a de- 
claration of his dominion over the hoft of heaven, 
in relation to the earth : ** Thus faith the Lord, 
^ which giveth the fun for a light by day, and 
** the ordinances of the moon and of the ftars for 
** a light by night, which divideth the fea when *• 
** the waves thereof roar ; The Lord of Hofts is 
** his name '^.'^ He hath at times given more a- 
floniftiing difplays of this dominion. " The fun 
^ ftood ftill, and the moon ftayed, until the peo«» 
Vol. n. E " pie 

b {fa. SJL i|6« 9 ^. xa. c Ocd. li^ d Jer. xxxL 35. 
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*^ pie had avenged themfelves on their enemies ; 
** — for Jehovah fought for Ifrael «." Deborah, 
it is probable, in her fong of triumph, alludesto 
£bme extraordinary circumftances not recorded in 
the hiftory of the defeat of Jabin's hoft : ** They 
*' fought from heaven ; the ftars in their courfes 
<^ fought againft Sifera ^.'' 

The elements are alfo his hofts, ** Fire and 
** hail, fnow and vapour, ftormy wind fulfil his 
<*word^,'* He fwept away an ungodly world 
with a deluge of water. He deftroyed the Phili- 
ftines with thunder ^ ; and fent fire from heaven 
on the meffengers of the king of Ifrael, who came 
to take the prophet Elijah ». He made the earth 
to open and fw^low up the rebellious company 
of Korah. When the haughty Pharaoh refiifed 
to acknowledge and obey the God of heaven and 
earth, he armed all the elements in his quarrel. 
He ** fent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along 
** upon the ground ^V He turned their water 
into blood. That very river, on which Egypt 
depends for the means of life, became an inftru- 
ment of death \ The earth rofe in arms againft its 
guilty inhabitants; Every particle of duft was 
furnilhed with a fting, and caufed at once pain 
and felf-abhorrence »"• The atmpfphcre became 
too grofs a medium for trailfmitting the light of 
heaven". That air, which formerly fupported 
life, was found to be merely a vehicle for the pef- 

tilence. 

« Jofii. X. 1 J, 14. f Ju^g' V. ao. g Pfa. cxlviii. 8. h z*Sarn. vii. xo. 
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tilence^ At length God " did blow with his 
" wind ;*' and Pharaoh, with all his hoft, funk as 
lead in the mighty waters. 

All the irrational creatures are his hofts. 
" Beafts and all cattle, creeping things and flying 
" fowl, — praife the name of the Lord.'' To pu- 
niih the idolatry of the mingled nations, which 
the king of Aflyria fettled in the land of Ifrael, 
" Jehovah fent lions among them^." Bears 
were tlie inflruments of his vengeance on the 
children, who mocked his fervant Eliiha m. To the 
rebellious prophet, the beUy of a great fifh is pro- 
Tided, as at the ^gune time a prifon and a place of 
prefervation. He punifhed the murmuring of the 
Ifraelites, by fending fiery ferpents to dcilroy 
them '. At his command, fuch legions of frogs 
aflaulted the Egyptians, that the combined power 
of Egypt was infufficient to vanquifh them \ Often 
huth he poured contempt on the power and on 
the pride of man, by making, the meaneft or the 
minuted creatures the meffengers of deftrudlion. 
The ^od Herod is eaten by worms ; as if the true 
God would, by his end, remind him of the mean- 
nefs of his origin, and of the contemptible impo- 
tence of that divinity afcribed to him by his mi- 
nions ^ When he would punifh the opprefTors of 
his people, " he fpake, and there came divers forts 
** of flies, and lice in all their coafts. — He fpake, 
*' and the locufts came, and caterpillers, and that 
** without number ; and did eat up all the herbs 

E z ^* iqi 
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^' in their land, and devoured the fri^t of their 
" ground ^'^ He dignifies thefe mean creatures, 
the locuft, the caqker*worm, the caterpiller, and 
the palmej^-wonn, with the charader of his " great 
" army j" becaufe, as he (ends them for the pu- 
nifliment of a guilty people, they certainly ci^e- 
cute his commiffion \ To convince the Ifraelites^ 
how eafy it was for him to give them the poflfef- 
fion of the land of promife, he informs them that 
he had a very puny hoft that could eafily accom- 
plifh the work: " I will fend hornets before 
** thee, which Ihall drive out the Hivite, the Ca* 
^' naanite, and the Hittite, from before thee ;" 
and his promife was verified in their experience ^, 
When we confider thefe things, juftly may we fay 
with Bildad ; *' Is there any number ofhisar- 
♦* mies ' ?'' 

Oar God is ftill known as " the Lord of hods,'* 
not only in his conduft towards his Church, but 
in her. The more fenfible difplays he hath for- 
merly given of his power, may be viewed as em- 
blems of his continued, but more fpiritual, ope- 
ration. As all true Ifraelites are " the hofts 
♦* of Jehovah," he honours his fervants with the 
name of angels . Did the ftars in their courfes 
fight againft Siferj ? He *• holdeth the feven 
** Jlars in his right-hand," and employs them in 
fighting againft his enemies. Did he caufe the 
fun to ftand ftiU on Gibeon, and the moon in the 
valley of Ajalon ? In carrying on the work of 

redemption, 

u Pfal. cv. 31, 34, 35, V Joel ii. 25. w K od. xxiii. %l. ; 
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ledemption, and for accompliHiing his purpofes of 
mercy towards the Church, he hath often covered 
the fun with blacknefs, and converted the moon 
into blood. He hath made the greateft political 
luminaries to ftand ftill, to alter their courfes, or 
to hide their heads in darknefs ^* To eXprefs the 
honour put on the prophets, called his two wit- 
nefles, they arc defcribed as exercifing a dele- 
gated power over the elements. " if any man 
** will hurt them, firt proceedeth out of their 
** mouth, and devoureth their enemies. Thefe 
" have power to ihut beavenj that it rain not in 
" the days of their prophecy ; and have pbw^r 
" over waters to turn them to blood, and to fmitc 
" the eartb with all plagues *.*' Did God em- 
ploy the weakeft and vileft inftruments in puniih- 
ing the Egyptians and Canaanites ? This fitly re* 
prefents the wonderful difplay of his almighty 
power by means of the gofpel^ in choofing " the 
^* bafe things of the worlds and things which are 
'^ defpifed, yea, and things which are not, to bring 
** to nought things that are." 

This name affords comfort to the Church iji the 
moft trying and perilous times. This ** name ot 
** the God of Jacob defends" her. " Although 
'* an hoft encamp" againft her, in this (he may be 
confident. He, who is with her, is mightier by 
far than all that can be againft her. She may be 
encompaifed, not by one hoft only, but by many» 
But they are the hofts of Jehovah, under his go- 
vernment and control, how malevolent foevef ^ 

E 3 their 
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their defigns. We may therefore ftill fing ; ** Th* 
" Lord of hofts is with us ; the God of Jacob is 
** our refuge/' 

It is a fpecial ground of confolation, that this 
defignation belongs to Jefus, the Saviour of the 
Church. That King, who appeared > in vifion to 
Efaias, was the Lord of hofts ^ ; and we know that 
it. was the glory of Chrift, which the prophet 
faw ^. Jefus is often reprefented as the bride- 
groom and hufband of the Church : but of this 
glorious Hufband it is faid, " The Lord of hofts 
*^ is his name ^." Chrift is that King and " Lord 
** of glory," who afcended in the midft of his 
angels. And " who is this King of glory ? The 
** Lord of hofts, he is the king of glory «/' 

This charader conveys a comfortable aflurance 
of the Church's triumph over all her incorrigible 
enemies. The Lord comforts his Church with the 
proclamation of this name, as her fecurity for 
vidory over ancient Babylon. " Thus faith the 
" Lord of hofts, The children of Ifrael, and the 
" children of Judah, were opprefled together ; 
** and all that took them captives held them faft ; 
** they refufed to let them go. Their Redeemer 
" is ftrong ; The Lord of hofts is his name : he 
^* flaall thoroughly plead their caufe, that he may 
" give reft to the land, and difquiet the inhabi- 
" tants of Babylon ^." As that kingdom of graven 
images was a type of myftical Babylon, the fate, 
of the one prefigured that of the other. Hence 

we 

b Ka. V!. s. c John lii. 41. d Ifa. Uv. 5. 
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tre are direded to the fame almighty potvef, a9 
the ground of our confidence : " Strong is the 
" Lord God who judgeth her s*" 



SECTION IV- 



Of the Holinefs of God. — Of bis Jujlicey as ma^ 
nifejied in the T^hreaUning and Curfe of the 
Law; — in the Antediluvian Hifiory ; — in the 
Deluge ; — in the BeJlru£lion of the Cities of the 
Plain; — in the Refemblance between Sin and 
Punijbment ; — in the Mofaic Economy ; — in the 
Sufferings of the MeJJiah^ 

According to the nature of this wort, it is not 
neceflary that we fhould nicely diftinguifh be- 
tween the Holinefs and Juftice of God, As his 
holinefs is the perfeft reditude of his nature, ac- 
cording to which he infiinitely loves what is mo- 
rally good, and hates what is evil ; his juftice, a» 
it regards his creatures at leaft, is the a6lual dif- 
play of this effential holinefs.* God hath mani- 
fefted his holinefs, indeed, in various refpedis, in 
which there was no call for the operation of his 
juftice. A few of thefe may be mentioned. 

He difplaycd his holinefs in making all things 
very good. For the evil of fin was not the work 

E4 of 
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of God. His rational creatures were endowed 
with moral goodnefs. As revelation is meant for 
man^ a very particular account is given of his 
original reftitude. He was created ** after the 
" image of God, in his likenefs ;'* that is> " in 
" righteoufuefs and true holinefs ^/' 

To his rational creatures he alfo gave a pcr- 
fed law. Man was fubjeAed to a pofitive pre- 
cept. But we are liy no means to fuppofe that 
the law was c6nfined to this. The naoral law was 
written on his heart by the finger of God : and 
this, as to the fubftance of it, is the tranfcript of 
infinite holinefs. In every refpeft, it is holy, juft 
and good. It was fo, even in its covenant-form. It 
is fo, as a rule of life to believers. Although they 
are in no refped juftified before God by their 
obedience to this law ; yet, fuch is his holine% 
that he requires that they fhould be " perfeft as 
** their Father in heaven is perfe6l,** ahd ftill prefs 
forward toward this perfection. 

That law of ceremonies which God gave his 
ancient people, contains a ftriking reprefentation 
of his holinefs* Whence did God enjoin fo many 
wafhings and purifications ? Had they, or could 
they have, any virtue in themfelves ? Oflen did 
he affure them of the contrary. But by the obfer- 
vatiofji of thefe, according to the imperfed nature 
of the difpenfation, he would ftill remind them 
of his infinite hatred of fin. Did the touch of a 
dead body communicate ceremonial defilement ? 
Thus the Supreme Lawgiver taught, in the moft 

lively 
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lively manner, the contaminating nature of all 
the aclions of a natural man, and the neceflity of 
being ** purged from dead works, that we may 
•* ferve the living God.'' Why were there fo 
many perfons, places and things, confecrated by 
him, as partaking of an external holinefs ? Can 
mere outward rites render a maa well-pleafing to 
God ? Can any place be in itfelf more facred 
than another, to him who is Lord of the whole 
earth ? Can irrational or inanimate creatures be 
the fubjeds of true holinefs ? Nothing of this 
kind was ever meant. But it was the will of 
God, by thefe {hadows and feniible reprefenta- 
tions, daily to inculcate on a grofs and obdurate 
people the neceflity of purity of heart, of being 
really devoted to the Lord, of being holy in all 
manner of converfation. 

In a great variety of inftances, the holinefs of 
God isr- praftically demonftrated by the ^era« 
tions of his juftice. i. Deeply to imprefs the 
mind of man with the majejiy of divine juftice^ 
feems to have been one fpecial defign of the Spi- 
rit of infpiration, efpecially in the writings of the 
Old Teftamcnt. This appears as the moft pro- 
minent feature in the hiftory given us of the co- 
venant made with Adam. We have fcarcely had 
time to contemplate and admire the goodnefs of 
God in the formation of man, and in the ample 
proviiion made for his fuftenance and comfort; 
ere we are made to tremble at the appearance of 
a more awful perfeftion. A promife this cove- 
nant 
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nant undoubtedly contained ; but it lay hid in 
that terrific threatening, " In the day thou eat- 
" eft,— dying thou Ihalt die ».'' How foon is the 
voice of bleffing fucceeded by that of the curfe ! 
The one would almoft feem to be uttered, only to 
give tenfold energy to the other. The eflfeft of the 
bleffing, pronounced on the earth, has barely ap- 
peared, ere we are aroufed by that alarming de- 
nimciation, ever fince verified in the experience 
of guilty man ; " Curfed is the ground for thy 
" fake ^'' When God had created " an help 
" meet'* for man, he hlejfed them both, faying, 
** Be fruitful and multiply. ^^ When, he pays them 
another vifit, this very increafe, which originally 
flowed from the bleffing, is converted into a curfe ; 
** I will greatly multiply thy forrow, and thy 
** conception ^Z* How quickly is the threatening 
changed into a fatal fentence a<9:ually pronoun- 
ced ; ** Unto duft fhalt thou return!" No fooner 
n it pronounced, than it is partly executed ; " So 
^* he drove out the man,'' drove him out of that 
delightful garden, which had been created for his 
ufe, and in which he had been placed but a fhort 
time before. 

We advance but a fingle ftep further in the 
hiftory of mankind, when we are arretted by ano- 
;.her difplay of divine juftice. The firft man, 
born of woman, receives from the Supreme 
Judge a folemn warning as to the neceffary con- 
nexion between fin and punilhment. To Cain he 

faid, 

i Gep. ii. 17. k Chap. i. 14. ; iii. 17. 1 Chap. i. 2S.; iii. x^ 
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laid, " If thou doft not well, fm lieth at the door^,'' 
that is, it lieth like a beaft of prey, ready to de- 
vour ; certain punifliment awaits thee* And no 
fooner had he tranfgreffed, than his fin laid hold 
of him, in its neceflary confequence. Formerly 
the edrth was curfed for man's fake. But here the 
curfe feems to expand, and to acquire an increafc 
of force, with the increafe of human guilt : " Now 
," art thou curfed from the earth ^.*' Man was 
driven out of paradife before. In this firft-bom 
of man, the curfe is fo forcibly exemplified, that 
he fpeaks of himfelf as an outcaft from creation : 
" Behold' thou haft driven me out this day from 
" the face of the earth °.'* In this language, 
however, he only expreffes the more remarkable 
execution of the curfe, primarily executed on his 
parents. For he thus explains it ; " From thy 
" face (hall I be hid, and I fhall be a fugitive and 
'* a vagabond on the earth.'' 

The hiftory of about fixteen hundred years is 
next condenfed in a few lines. Here, although 
the life of man was at its greateft extent, the nar- 
rative is moft abridged, as if the Spirit of infpira- 
tion would teach us, that the prefent life, even at 
its utmoft ftretch, is but a fhadow ; and that the 
longeft period, when paft, feems to the mind, 
equally with the fliorteft, as a tale that hath been 
told. We are hurried down the ftream of time, 
through eight fucceflive generations, and are al- 
lowed no paufe, till we find ourfelves encompaft 
ied with the waters of deftrudion. On this aw* 

ful 
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fill difplay of juftice, the facred hiftorian dwells 
much longer than on all the events which took 
place during fixteen centuries before ; as long as 
on the whole hiftor^ of man after that of his 
creation. Such a difplay of divine juftice was 
this, that in God^s conduA towards mere man, 
there never was, and we are affured there never 
will be, any thing equal to it, while time en- 
dures. It therefore claims our particular atten* 
tion. 

That this event might inconteftably appear the 
eflfed of punitive juftice, full warning was given. 
It was preceded by a denunciation of the ven- 
geance purpofed ; while at the fame time an op^ 
pprtunity was given for repentance, during the 
miniftry of Noah, and the exercife of divine long« 
fuffering, for an hundred and twenty years. 

When this period was elapfed, God would no 
longer ftrive with man by his word and Spirit. 
He proceeded to ftrive with him in another way, 
by the threatened judgment. Then all nature 
confpired againft the impenitent rebel. God " call- 
** ed to the heavens from above, and to the earth, 
** that he might judge his people,** by executing 
vengeance, in a moft fignal manner, on their ene- 
mies, according to the threatening previoufly de- 
nounced. 

The defbili^ion was fuch as cannot be account- 
ed for on natural principles* It was immediately 
the work of God. Every thing that takes place, 
in refpeft of fupreme agency, proceeds from him. 
But he aiTerts his claim to this work as of an ex- 
traordinary 
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ttaotdinary ]dnd, ** I, even 1 do bring a flood of 
" waters upon the earth p/* He claims it as his, 
confidered as diredly counterafting his former 
operation from the beginning of time. He repre- 
sents it as fuch a deviation from his ordinary 
oourfe, as fhall have no parallel while " earth rc- 
" maineth ^.'^ 

So remarkable was this vengeance, that it ex- 
tended to the earth itfelf, and to its guiltlefs ixt* 
habitants and produdions. God teftiiied his in- 
finite difpleafixre at fin, by involving all thofc 
creatures in the punifhment, that had in any re- 
fped been the inftruments of human guilt, or the 
occafions of it ; that had miniftered to man's ne- 
celBties, or to his unbridled appetites ; that, in a 
word, had been formerly fubjefted to his domi- 
nion. So complete was this deilrudion, that 
the whole frame of nature was unhinged. Sin 
had converted the earth into a moral chaos. 
" The earth was filled with violence ; it was cor- 
; " rupt •/' for " all flefh had corrupted his way 
" upon the earth." The profeffbrs of the true 
religion were blended into one mafs with the un- 
godly world. The Supreme Judge therefore aft- 
cd in fuch a manner, as if he meant to reduce 
all things to their primaeval chaos ; in the exe- 
cution of that awful fentence, " J will deftroy 
" them with the earth ^'' He feems as if he 
" were to undo the glorious work of creation. In 
that work, he had " divided the waters, which 
** were under the firmament, from the waters 

" which 
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** which were above it .'* Now he brings th^m 
together again.. " The fountains of the great 
f^ deep were broken up, and the windows of hea- 
** ven were opened ^*' 

This deftrudion involved the profeffors of the 
true religion, as well as the profane ; the pofterity 
of Seth, that other feed appointed by God inftead 
of Abel, together with the defcendants of the mur- 
dering and rebellious Cain. As the Holy Spirit 
ceafed to ftrive even with " the fons of God,'* be- 
caufe they al/o were ^e/b ", under the dominion 
of carnality, and addided to every wickednefs ; 
the deferved vengeance reached them in common 
with others* 

, This judgment was as univerfal as it could well 
be, without the total deftrudion of the human 
race : and both the purpofe and the promife of 
God prevented fuch an event. Only one fmall 
family was faved. The vengeance is moft di- 
ftiudjy markedy as contrafted with the difplay at 
the fame time given of remunerative juftice. 
" The Lord faid unto Noah, Come thou and all 
" thy houfe into the ark : for tbee have I feen 
** righteous before me in this generation. \" The 
wonderful prefervation of this fingle family fliew- 
ed in the cleareft manner, that the deftrudion of 
all the world befides was not the effed of blind 
chance ; or the work of a fupreme agent, who 
made no diftindion between the righteous and the 
wicked. When I fpeak of remunerative juftice, 
however, it is not meant that Noah merited this 
deliverance by any righteoufnefs of his own. He 

" found 
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** found grace in the eyes of the Lord ^," as truft- 
ing in a better righteoufnefs * : nay, he ** found 
" grace,*' by which he was enabled to make this 
his confidence. His falvation may "be viewed as 
a reward. But it is no inconfiderable proof of its 
being a reward of grace, that* it extended to his 
whole family, although we have too much evi- 
dence that one of them at leaft was a wicked' per-r 
fon. 

This punifhment, dreadful as it was, feems to 
have been indifpenfably neceffary. So low was 
the Church reduced before the deluge, that, ac^ 
cording to human apprehenfion, Ihe could not 
have exifted for another generation. Had (he nor 
been *• faved by water," Ihe muft have been fwept 
away by the ^flood of iniquity. Thus, the cir- 
cumftances vindicate the judgment ; and fhew, 
that God could not have afted otherwife, man- 
kind continuing in fuch a flate, without virtually 
renouncing his claim to the moral government of 
the world. 

Such a general impreilion did this judgment 
make on fucceeding generations, that not only 
was divine juftice, as manifefted in this difpenfa- 
tion, celebrated by thofe who adhered to the true 
religion y ; but even heathen nations retain fome 
traditionary knowledge of it to this day. 

In a word, this punifhment took place, and is 
recorded, as a lively prelude of the future judg- 
ment. As the world, " being overflowed with 
" water perifhed, the heavens and the earth which 

" arq 

w Gftn. vi. 8. X Hcb. xi. 7. j Job xxii. 15, xf. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



8o X)ESTRUCTI014 OF THI 

^' are now, — are kept in ftore, referred unto fire 
** againft the day of judgment, and perdition of 
** ungodly men ^.'' The one prefigured the other, 
in the unezpedtednefs of the event » ; in the final 
reparation made between the righteous and the 
wicked ^ ; in the immediate procuring caufes of 
the deftrudion, the abufe of divine longfufiering, 
and the rejeftion of gofpel-grace ; in the com- 
pletenefs of the deilrudlion ; in the comparative, 
paucity of thofe who are faved ^ ; and in the 
means by which their f Ivationis accompliihed ^« 

The facred hiftorian gives us a prcgreflive ac- 
count of the manifefiation of divine juflice, in 
the confufion of tongues at Babel ^ ; in the plagues 
brought on Pharaoh and Abimelech, becaufe of 
their condud towards the wife of Abraham ^ ; in 
the deihrudion of the cities of the plain « ; in the 
puniflunent of £fau for his profanity ^ ; in the 
remuneration of Jacob at the expence of the un- 
righteous Laban > ; and in the judgments execu* 
ted on the Egyptians becaufe of their cruelty to 
the Ifraelites. But on thefe things we cannot en* 
large. 

Only, with refpetS to the deftrucaion of the 
cities of the plain, the following things may be 
obferved, for illuftrating the difplay given of di- 
vine juftice in this event. Their fin is faid to 
have a cry^ — a " cry waxen great before the 
" face of the Lord ^." This is the very meta- 
phor 

t iPct Hi. 5.-7. a Mat. xxiv. 37.-39. b Mat. xxiv. 40. 

c Luke xviii. 8. 4 x Pet. iii. ax. e Ccd. zi. i.-*9. 
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pftot ufed by God in addrelfing Cain; " The 
•* voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me K^^ 
This language is by no means exclufively appro- 
priated to the horrid crime of murder. It is ap- 
plicable to every fin, as exprefiive of the rieceffary 
connexion between fin and punifliment. For 
every fin hath a voice of crimination againft the 
finner. Luft firft cries to the finner for gratifica- 
tion ; and when it " bringeth forth fin/* this im- 
mediately cries to God for vengeance. Its voice 
may not be heard by the tranfgreflbr himfelf, be- 
caufe his confcience may be feared j but it is ftill 
heard by the Supreme Judge. 

Defcent is here, in an improper fenfe, afcribed 
to God : " I will go down now, and fee whether' 
" they have done altogether according to the cry 
" of it, which is come unto me "*.*' There can be 
no change of place with him who is every where 
prefent ; nor can examination be neceffary to the 
eye of omnifcience. But God on this occafion 
appeared on earth, and reprefents himfelf as em- 
ploying thofe means of inveftigation which are 
neceflary to man ; to declare that all the ads of 
his vengeance are in perfed conformity to juftice, 
that he never punifhes without a fufficicnt reafon. 

The account of his previous difcourfe with Abra- 
ham, while it beautifully illufl;rates his wonderful 
condefcenfion, at the fame time teaches us, that, 
whatever be the objedions of carnal men to the 
equity of his judgments, they will be approved by 
all who know divine holinefs. Abraham was a mer- 
Vol. IL F . ciful 
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ciful man, and this part of his charafter eminent- 
ly appears in his conduA on this occaiion : but he 
could carry his interceffion, in behalf of Sodom, no 
farther than this, that if there were ten righteous 
perfons there, it might be fpared for their fake. 
The holy angels, who fojourned with Lot, teftified 
ijo reludance to the fulfilment of their commif- 
fion, although it was to iflue in the utter deftruc- 
tion of thefe cities ". 

That the juftice of God might be fet in the 
clcareft light, the inhabitants of Sodom were per- 
mitted to manifeft their greedinefs, obduracy, and 
violence, in working imcleannefs, at the very time 
that the heavenly vifitors came to their city. No 
regard to the laws of hofpitality or of decency, no 
expoftulations or reproofs, could reftrain them. 
Parents do not conceal their wickednefs from their 
children ; but feem determined to train them up 
in their own abominable courfes. All the men of 
the city, " both old and young," befet the houfe 
of Lot °. To thefe abandoned wretches, even the 
holy angels of God are objeds of temptation, and 
feem a lawful prey. How could " their judg- 
" ment linger," or " their damnation flumber ?" ' 

The circumftances of this defl:ru<9:ion were moft 
awful. The punifhment referved for all the wick- 
ed was anticipated. Hell was kindled on earth, 
and for this end rained from heaven on thefe 
atrocious finners. Their deftrudlion comes from 
that quarter, to Which alone they could look for 
mercy. The windows of heaven are opened ^ 

fecond 
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fecond time, and pour out, not a flood of tvater, 
but of fire. 

God appears more immediately in this judg- 
ment, than in the deluge itfelf. In accon^plifhing 
it, one divine Perfon evidently co-operates with 
another. '^ The Lord rained upon Sodom, apd up* 
" on Gomorrah, brimftone and fire from the Lord 
" out of heaven p/' It greatly heightens this dif- 
play of indignation, when *we find that he, who 
afterwards came to fave, on this occafion appear- 
ed on earth, and in the likenefs of our nature, as 
the deftroyer. 

The dcftruftion, by means of the deluge, waift 
gradual. But this was fudden and inilantaneous. 
Sodom was " overthrown as in a moment, and no 
" hands flayed on her ^.^ This circumflance fhews 
the fiercenefs of divine indignation ; and is a live- 
ly figure of that fudden deflrudion which fhall 
come on all the ungodly, when that fame Lord^ 
who came down to vifit Sodom, Ihall be " reveal-, 
" ed from heaven in flaming fire ^'* 

So urgent are the claims of juHice, that even 
Lot feems in danger. While he lingered, the an- 
gels laid hold of his hand, and brought him forth, 
and fet him without the city. Jehovah himfelf 
laid to him, " Efcape for thy life ;— efcape to the 
" mountain, left thou be confumed." For, in pu- 
blic vifitations for fin, even " the righteous fcarce- 
" ly are faved '." Lot had no proper call to take 
up his vefidence among thefe wicked flaeo ; and 

F 2 his 

I 

P Gen. xfx. 14. q lam. iv. 6, t 2 Pet. li. 6. — p. 

8 X ?u. iv. 18. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84 lti:S£MBLANC£ BETWEZK 

his deliverance is reprefented as wholly die fruit 
of mercy ^ 

This deftruftion, in fine, was meant as a (bi- 
king figure of the eternal pnnifliment of the wick- 
ed. Hence it is faid, that thefe cities ^ are fet 
" forth for an example, fullering the yengeancc 
*^of eternal fire"/* As the manner in which 
they were puniflied prefigured the fire of hell ; 
the perpetuity of their deftruftion is meant as a 
permanent emblem of everlafting deftrudlion, in 
*• the lake that bumeth for erer and ever*" Thefe 
cities " fuffer the vengeance of eternal fire/' For 
it is the will of God that they fhould never be re- 
built : atod not only is the place where they once 
flood, covered with the Dead Sea, aad to the 
highelt degree fait, although in an inland fitua- 
tion, whence it is alfo called the Salt Sea ; but,, 
as it fliU manifefts the efie£b of burning in the 
extreme barremiefs of the adjacent country, tl^is 
liuming is in feme fenfe continued, in confe- 
quence of the fulphur,, fait, and afpbakus or bitu- 
men abo^mding in the fea, of incorporated with the 
foil. Hence, a country lying under the moft aw- 
ful effeds of divine vengeance is thus defcribed r 
" The whole land is brimftone and fait, and bum- 
** ing ; that it is not fown, nor beareth, nor any 
** grafs groweth thereon ; like the overthrow of 
" Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboinv 
*^ which the Lord overthrew in his anger, and in 
" bis wrath ^/' 

11. The 
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SIN AND ITS TTOnSHMEKT. 8$ 

II* The juftice of God has been often difplay- 
ed, in the moft ftriking light, in the remarkable 
refemblanc€ between the Jin and the puni/bment. 
In the old world, iniquity had come in like a 
flood ; and God fwcpt away the tranfgreflbrs by 
a flood of waters. The inhabitants of Sodom and 
Gomorrah burnt with the fire of unnatural lull ; 
and God deftroyed them by preternatural fire. 
Pharaoh would not let Ifrael go, although God's 
fon, his firft-bom ; therefore he Hew the firft-bom 
cl Phai^oh, and of all Egyp^ "^^ This cruel defpot 
commanded, that .all the male children of the 
Ifraelites fhould be drowned * ; and in this very 
manner God deftroyed him and all the ffarength of 
his kingdom. Nadab and Abihu ^' o&Tcd ftrange 
^ fire before the Lord j and there went out fire 
^ from the Lord, and devoured them y." Adoni* 
bezek, although a heathen, was obliged to ac- 
knowledge the ftridnefs of divine retribution, 
when his thumbs and great toes were cut oflf: 
" Threefcore and ten kings," iaid he, " having 
^' their thumbs and their great toes cut oflf, ga- 
*^ thered their meat under my table : as I have 
" done, fo God hath requited me ^'' Samfon did 
not make a covenant with his tycs, fo that they 
proved his fnare : and he was chaftifed by having 
them put out K As the fword of Agag, king of 
Amalek, *' made women childlefs," fo was his 
mother made " childlefs among women *^.'* Ab- 
ialom's vanity as to his perfon feems to have been 

F3 the 
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the Jource of his rebellion, and of his ruin ^ This 
vanity was efpecially difcovered about the hair of 
his head ; and by this, as would fecm, he Was 
entangled in the oak, where Ije met his merited 
fate ^. 

Many other inftances of the fame kind might 
be mentioned. But I hallen t6 obfcrVe, 

III. That the Mofaic economy feems to have 
been efpecially defigned to give the Church the 
deeped imprefllons of the punitive Jujlice of God ; 
and to prepare her, by awful difplays of feverity, 
for receiving the dodlrine of atonement by the 
fufferings of a divine Perfon. It had this effe^ 
partially on the Church of Ifrael. For the law 
generated a fpirit of fear, which was occafionally 
difcovered even by wicked men. Thfc faith of 
genuine believers, however faintly, difcemed the 
neceflity of a better fatisfadion than could be 
made by the blood of bulls or goats. But this 
inftruftion was efpecially meant for the New-Te- 
ftament Church. Even to the prophets " it was 
*' revealed, that not unto themfelves, but unto us 
" they did minifter the things that are now re- 
" ported ^'' 

The law could not annul the covenant made 
with Abraham. It was added in fubferviency to 
this. It was " a (hadow of good things to come.'* 
But in itfelf confidered, and as it affeded the great 
body of that people to whom it was given, it was 
the miniftration of death, and of condemnation ^. 

I. If 

c 1 Sam. siv. 25. ; xv. 6. d a Sam. ziy. 26. ^ xviii. y. 
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REVELATION OF THE LAW. 87 

I. If we confider the matter of the revelation 
made from Mount Sinai, it will appear that di« 
vine jufticc was eminently brought into view. 
There was no renovation of the covenant of works 
made with Adam ; for the Church was xmder 
that better covenant revealed to Abraham. But 
there was an exhibition of the law in its covenant 
form, that by it might be " the knowledge of 
" fin £.'* It was revealed in all the ftridnefs of 
its precept, and feverity of its threatening. Ac- 
cording to the tenor of the Mofaic difpenfation, 
and particularly of the ceremonial law, the If- 
raelites were ftill in danger of contracting defile- 
ment, and of being fet apart as unclean j and, in 
various cafes, of being excluded from the camp ; 
as a prelude of the eternal excommunication of 
all finners from the favour and fellowlhip of God, 
and of his faints. "By their frequent purifications, 
and by the offerings they had to prefent, in con- 
fequence of defilement, in many cafes unavoid- 
ably contraded j as well as by the daily facrifices, 
morning and evening, and their greater folemni-- 
ties of this kind ; there was a conftant " remem- 
** branqe of fins •^," and therefore of their liable- 
nefs to the ftroke of juftice. It was the will of 
the Supreme Lawgiver, that this Ihould be the 
cafe, and the difpenfation was framed to anfwer 
this defign ; that fin might be reftrained among a 
rebellious people. By the multiplied penalties 
with which the law was fenced, death continual- 
ly flared them in the face j fo that we need not 
F 4 wonder, 
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wonder, that through fear of it they ihould be 
*^ all their lifetime fubjeft to bondage.*' 

It is no inconfiderable proof of the feverity erf" 
this difpenfation, that, notwithftanding the mul- 
titude of facrifices appointed for different tranf- 
greflions, there were fome for which no atone- 
ment was admitted. This was the cafe in gene- 
ral as to prefun^tuous fins. If a man finned from 
ignorance, atonement might be made. " But the 
" foul that doeth ought prefumptuoufly, whether 
" he be bom in the land, or a ftranger, the fame 
*^ reproacheth the Loan ; and that foul fhall be 
" cut off from among his people. Becaufe he hath 
** defpifed the word of the Lord, and broken his 
^* commandment, that, foul ftiall utterly be cut 
*' off; his iniquity fhall be upon him ».'* In this 
fenfe it is faid, that " every tranfgreflion and dif- 
** obedience received a juft recompence of re- 
*^ ward ;'* becaufe every ftubbom difobediencc, 
as the expreflion fignifies, was feverely punifhed, 
fgither immediately by the hand of God, or if 
there were witneffes, by the hand of man K The 
law itfelf knew no mercy, and admitted of no 
mitigation of its fentence ; although the Lawgiver 
might grant a difpenfation, as he did in the cafe 
pf David, who ought to have fuffercd death for 
the crimes of adultery and murder »". " He that 
** finned againft Mofes' law, died without mer- 
" cy ".*' It was fit that this fhould be the cafe, 
that the law, imder which the Ifraelitcs were, 

miglit 
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might give a jaft reprefentation of the unforgi- 
ving charader of the law as a broken covenant ; 
«nd of the impoffibility of efc^ing, unlefs in the 
way of being faved from its cnrfe, 

2. Liet us now attend to the manner in which 
this law was revealed. This was fuch, as to be 
evidently meant to fill the Ifraelites with fear of 
the holinefs and juftice of the Lawgiver ; and to 
teach them the impoffibility of having any com- 
fortable intercourfe with him, but through a Me- 
diator. All thofe circumftances are here combi- 
ned, that had the moft dired tendency to produce 
thefe eSeds. Well may it ba called " a fiery 
" law °/* For as it exprefled the fire of his holy 
indignation againil fin, God adually fpoke the 
words of this law " out of the midft of the fire?." 
The very manner of its promulgation teftified that 
** our God is a confuming fire,** 

The Apoftle, when addreffing the believing He- 
brews with refped to their diftinguifhed privi* 
leges under the new difpenfation, particularly enu- 
merates moft of the alarming circumftances which 
attended the promulgation of the law. " Ye are 
" not come to the mount that might be touched, 
** and that burned with fire, nor unto blacknefs, 
^' and darknefs; and terapeft, and the found of a 
" trumpet, and the voice of words, which voice 
" they that heard, entreated that the word Ihould 
** not be fpoken to them any more. For thrfy 
'^ could not endure that which was command- 
^* ed. And if fo much as a beaft touch the moun- 

" tain, 

Peat ttaak $• p Hem. t. %%* 
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** tain^ it fhall be ftoacd, or thnift throngh with a 
'* dart. And fo terrible was the fight, that Mo- 
*f fes faid, I exceedingly fear and quake ^." He 
enumerates thefe circumftances, to imprefs the 
reader with the deepeft fenfe of the feverity of 
the law ; and alfo to declare the manner in which 
God operates on the minds of men by means of 
it^ 

God brought his people to the foot df an high 
mountain, from the top of which he fpoke to 
them. For even when he fpcaks to men in the 
voice of the law, he keeps them at an awful dif- 
tance, as expreffive of his " terrible majefty/* 
This mountain was abfolutely barren, and fitua- 
ted in the midft of a defart, deftitute of all the 
means of life ; and without inhabitants, no one 
being prefent but God and the people of Ifrael. 
This is the firft thing that God effefts by means 
of the law. He brings the finner to a fenfe of 
his guilt, of his defolate and deftitute fituation, 
as wandering in the wildernefs, and Ihut up there ; 
fo that there is no way of efcape, no relief from 
any quarter, none that can interpofe between him 
and the living God. 

They came to a mountain " that blirned with 
f* fire ;'* or, as the words may be read, " to the 
" burning fire." The mountain " burnt with fire 
" unto the midft of heaven %" This denoted the 
fire of God's jealoufy, or his holy indignation 
againft fin. Therefore it was faid to Ifrael ; " The 

" Lorh 

q Heb. xii. 18.— ai. r Sec Owen on the pafn»2e. 
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** Lord thy God is a confuming fire, even a jea- 
" lous God ^'' The Church explains the mean- 
ing of the fymbol, when Ihe makes this inquiry ; 
" \Vilt thou be angry for ever ? fliall thy jea- 
" loufy bum like fire « ?'' This proclaimed his 
holineis and juftice, as difplayed in the puniih- 
ment of Sm* " A fire goeth before him, and 
" bumeth up his enemies round about ^*' As 
God, in a work of convidlion, difcovers to fin- 
ners their guih, he Ihews them that they are ex- 
pofed to the great and confuming fire of his juf-« 
tice. 

" filacknefs and darknefs" are alfo mentioned 
among the awful circumflances attending this re* 
relation. Although the fire burnt with the great- 
eft violence, the light arifing from it was over- 
powered by a mixture of blackncfs or thick clouds ; 
which muft have rendered its appearance truly 
horrible. The light itfelf was as darknefs ; and 
emphatically taught, that a finner convinced of 
his guilt, and alarmed by a difcoVery of the fire 
of divine juftice, can difcem no ray of confola- 
tion there. He fees nothing but " blacknejfs 
" and darknefs," the gloomy prelude of " the 
" blacknefs of darkriefs for ^ever ;" as to all that 
the law, confidered as a covenant, can make 
known. 

The blacknefs and darknefs were accompanied 
with " tempeft ;'* as in nature they are generally 
its forerunners. In this term the apofUe feems 
<o include the thunder, and lightening, and earth- 
quake. 

t Deat iv. 24. u P£iL Ixxiz. 5. z POU. zcvil 3. 
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quake ^. This was a lively emblem of that ftorm 
of wrath which fliall " fweep away the refuge 
** of lies ;'• and alfo exhibits the progrefs of 
the Spirit's operation, v/hcji ading as a Spirit of 
convidion. By means of this law, he raifes a 
ftorm in the confciencc j for " the law worketh 
"wiathV 

They alfo heard *' the found of a trumpet** 
This was ** exceeding loud/' It " founded long, 
** and waxed louder and louder y.'* This pro- 
claimed the majefty of God as the Lawgiver and 
Judge of liraeL By means of it, they received a 
folemn fummons to appear before him ; and to 
liften to the precepts and penalties of his law. In 
like manner, when the law is powerfully brought 
into the finncr's confcience,^it hath to him " the 
" found of a trumpet." Convinced that he is a 
criminal, and worthy of eternal death ; he hears 
it as his fummons to appear before the tribunal of 
juftice ; as a prefage of that " trump of God," 
by which he (hall be fummoned to his bar at the 
day of judgment. While under the power of the 
law, he can exped nothing but a fentence of eter- 
nal condemnation. When he hears this trumpet, 
it is to him " the ^arm of war." " Shall the 
*^ trumpet be blown, and the people not be a- 
** fraid ?" The longer it is blown, it is ftill the 
louder. The (inner, if confcience be not lulled 
afleep, inftead of difcovering any ground of hope 
from the law, the longer he coufiders it, the more 

he 
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he fees his danger y and is ready to be plunged 
into defpair. 

They heard " the voice of words^ which voice 
" they that heard, entreated that the word fhould 
*' not be fpoken to them any more." This was 
the voice of God himfelf, pronoimcing tKe words 
of the ten commandments, in the hearing of all 
Ifrael. This is called " a great voice ','* and mull 
have been very awful j for it " fliook the earth ■.'* 
The elders came near to Mofes, and faid in the 
name of the people ; " If we hear the voice of 
" the Lord our God any more, then we (hall 
" die ^." This fitly reprefented the killing power 
of the law, when brought home to the confcience 
by the Spirit of convidion. Such was the expe- 
rience of Paul : ** When the commandment came^ 
'*— IdiedV' 

" They could not endure that which was com- 
" manded/* Thefe words, according to the view 
of fome interpreters, refpeft the whole law. But 
there is undoubtedly a fpecial connexion dated 
with the irijunftion immediately following, — 
"And if fo much as a beaft touch the mount, it 
" Ihall be ftoned, or thruft through with a dart." 
This refpeded man as well as bead. But the 
apoftle particularly mentions it in reference to 
the latter ; becaufe it contained the greateft dif- 
play of divine fcverity, and was that which ef- 
pecially aSe<£ted the minds of the Ifraelites^ Nor 
can we well imagine a more (bribing difcovery of 
(his feverity, than that even an innocent beaft 

muft 
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muft be treated as if morally guilty, if it acci- 
dentally trefpafled within the bounds fet round 
the mountain. Nor was this all. It was to be 
viewed as accurfed ; and therefore to be ftoned or 
Ihot, that no man might be defiled by touching 
it^. The ftriftnefs of the precept had the fame 
effeft on the Ifraelites, that it has had ever fince. 
For it has an irritating power on the lufts of men. 
From the very reftraints that a holy and juft God 
impofes on thefe, fin appears more defireable. 
Hence the apoftle teftifies ; " Sin, taking occafioft 
** by the commandment, wrought in me all man- 
" Iter of concupifcence <^.'* 

Both what was feen and heard was fo terrible, 
that even Mofes faid, ** I do exceedingly tremble 
" and quake.'* When this revelation was fo over- 
whelming to Mofes, who had formerly heard the 
voice of God from the burning bufh, and was fo 
eminently diftinguifhed by his holinefs ; how 
could it be but dreadful to the guilty Ifraelites, 
who, defl:itute of faith in God, could view him 
only as an enemy ? 

3. Let us, in the laft place, attend to the /«- 
nijbments adually inflifted, according to the tenor 
of this law. 

Thefe were often fudden* Punifhment followed 
hard after fin, to fliew the neceflary connexion be- 
tween the one and the other. This was cfpecially 
the cafe, when the punifhment was inflided by the 
hand of God. When the Ifraelites lufted fi>r flefli, 
God gave them their own defire. " But while* 

" their 
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" their meat was yet in. their mouths, the wrath 
" of God came upon them, and flew the fatteft of 
" them ^." .When they murmured againft Mofes 
and Aaron, Xaying, " Ye have killed the people 
" of the Lord," he threatened to " confume them 
" as in a moment ;" and although Aaron inftant- 
ly took a cenfer with incenfe, to make atonement^, 
and " ran into the midft of the congregation," 
fourteen thoufand and feven hundred had already 
perifhed s. 

Thefe puniftiments were very awful. In both 
the inftances juft now referred to, God deftroyed 
the people by a plague. On different occafions, 
fire was the inftrument he employed ; a fit inftru- 
ment indeed, under the adminiftration of that 
" fiery law." Wliat could bfe more alarming to 
the whole congregation, than that two brothers, 
whom they ha4 feen but a little before folemnly ' 
confecrated to the office of the priefthood, the ne- 
phews of Mofes, the eldeft fons of the high-prieft, 
(hould be Confumed by fire from Jehovah ? The 
earthquake, at the giving of the law, would al* 
moft feem to exprefs the nature of its judgments. 
For, afterwards, the earth opened its mouth, and 
fwallowed up the rebellious company of Korah. 

The punilhments, which according to the law 
were inflided by the hand of man, were in vari- 
ous inftances attended with peculiar folemnitym, 
In the cafe of blafphemy, all who heard it were 
to lay their hands on the head of the criminal ^ 
This denoted their folemn atteftatioii of the truth 

of 
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of die charge brougbt againft him# But it im^ 
plied more. Thofe, who laid their hands on his 
heady devolved the guilt, that, in confequence of 
his crime, might attach to them or to the nation 
at large, wholly on himfelf ; demanded the exe- 
cution of the fentence appointed by God, that 
this iniquity might not be vifited on the congre- 
gation of Ifrael ; left the blood of the criminal on 
his own head, and folemnly acknowledged the 
juftice of the puniftimenL This rite is evidently 
of the fame meaning with that appointed for 
every man who prefented an offering for his fins. 
As transferring his guilt to the vidim, he was to 
lay his hands on its head >. Thus was the high- 
pried to do on the great day of atonement K This 
ordinance, then, with refpeft to a criminal, dire<9:- 
ly tended to imprefs the Ifraelites with a fenfe, 
both of the condemning, and of the defiling na- 
ture of fin ; and taught them that its influence 
was fo great, that even the fin of an individual 
would contaminate a whole fociety, unlefs it was 
expiated according to the laws given by the Su- 
preme Judge. 

The fame thing appears from another inftitu- 
tion. The criminal adjudged to death was to fuf- 
fer without the camp. As it denoted the exclu- 
fion of all the finally impenitent from the prefence 
of God, it intimated that the very blood of fuch a 
perfon carried defilement. 

In many cafes, the whole people were to take 
an a£tive hand in the execution of the fentence. 

AU 
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Ail the congitegation xvcre to ftone the fabbath- 
brcaker K The hands of all the people \^ere alfo 
to be on him who fliould entice to idolatry"". 
Thus were they all folemnly to approve of the 
puniflmient; ; and virtually to be witneffes againft 
themfelves, if they fhould ever be guilty of the 
(:rime. 

The fevere temporal punifhments of the law 
extended to faintSy equally with others. Miriam, 
the prophetcfs ", was fmitten with Icprofy, be- 
caufe fhe murmured againft Mofes ^. Neither was 
Mofes " the mail of God," nor Aaron, " the holy 
** one of Jehovah,'' permitted to bring the Ifrael- 
ites into Canaan ; becaufe they rebelled at the wa- 
ter of Meribah, in fmiting the rock, when God had 
commanded that they fliould fpeak to it ; and in 
charging Ifrael, in their unhallowed wrath, with 
that very crime of which they were themfelves at 
this time guilty P. Uzzah, long afterwards, from 
mifguided piety, laid his hand on the ark of God, 
when the oxen in the cart, on which it was borne, 
fcook it by their unfteady motion. But " the an-. 
" ger of tlie Lord was kindled againft Uzzah, and 
" God fmote him there for his error, and there he 
" died by the ark of God ^.'' What a damp muft 
this have brought on the hearts of the Ifraelite?, 
in the midft of their joy on account of the return 
of the ark ! Even the man after God's own heart 
was difpleafed. But as Uzzah was not a prieft, 
and therefore tranfgrefled the law when he touch- 
Vol.il • G ed 
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ed the ark ^ ; God in this afFeding *manner mani* 
felled his jealoufy, and taught his people that he 
would be fandified in all that drew nigh him. 
Thus alfo he reproved David and the Ifraelites, 
for fuffering the ark to be drawn on a cart, by 
beafts, when it fhould have been carried on ftaves 
by the Levites. The fens of Kohath themfelves, 
though fet apart for bearing the fandkuary and all 
the confecrated veffels, might not touch any holy 
thing, under pain of death \ Even when God 
forgave his people, in as far as their fins merited 
eternal wrath, he " took vengeance on their in- 
** ventions,'* by temporal judgments extending to 
death itfelf ^ 

The deftruftion of this rebellious people was 
almoft univerfal. All thofe, who came out of 
Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, ex- 
cept two perfons, perifhed in the wildernefs. Yo^ 
** the Lord's anger was kindled in the wildernefs, 
^* until all the generation that had done evil in 
" the fight of the Lord was confumed ". 

For the fin of onCy God pnniflied the whole con- 
gregation of Ifrael. Achan took fome of the 
goods of Jericho ; although the city, with all that/ 
was in it, had been devoted of God. The crime 
"was charged againft the Ifraelites in general, and 
they were puniftied on this account. " The 
** children of Ifrael committed a trefpafs in the 
ff accurfed thing. — Therefore the children of If- 
ff rael could not (land before their enemies, — ^be- 

" cauft; 
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^* caufe they were accurfed.'' They fled before 
the men of Ai ; and God declared that he would 
** not be with them any more,'* except they de- 
ftroyed the accurfed perfon from among them \ 
Some of them perhaps knew, but did not reveal, 
the crime of Achan. God, at any rate, would 
difplay his juftice in bringing fin to light ; and 
by the tokens of his difpleafure at the whole 
camp, would teach them to fear fin, as that alone 
which expofed them to danger ; to be diligent in 
fearching it out ; and to be careful that others, 
as well as themfelves, were obedient to his com- 
mandments. Thus he figuratively teftified the 
intimate union among the members of a church j 
and the neceflity, not only of purging out error 
and corruption, when difcovered^ but of exer- 
cifing a holy jealoufy, lefl: it fhould be working 
in fecret, becaufe " a little leaven leaveneth the 
** whole lump.*' Were the Ifraelites accurfed be- 
caufe of Achan ? And can any church exped 
God's bleffing, if fhe is not careful to *' take away 
" the accurfed thing ?'* Would an angel of God 
be accurfed, did he preach another gofpel, than 
that which Chrifl: hath given ^' ; and can a church 
efcape the curfe, if ftie receive it, or •* bear them 
** which are evil * ?'* 

In a word, God often difplaycd t^he terror of his 
juftice, by involving, in the deftru^iion brought 
on the tranfgreflbr, every thing that pertained to 
him. When he would teftify his indignation a- 
gainft thofe who engaged in the rebellion of Ko- 
G 2 rah, 
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rah, " the earth opened her mouth, and fwallow^ 
** ed them up, and their houfes, and all the men 
" that appertained to Korah, and all their goods. 
f* They, and all that appertained to them, went 
** down alive into the pit, and the earth clofed 
" upon them ?;'' In the cafe^ of Achan, by the 
exprefs commandment of Jehovah, judgment 
was to be executed by the hand of man, in all 
this extent. God had faid, " It fhall be, that he 
f* that is taken with the accurfed thing, (hall be 
" burnt with fire, he and all that he hath.*'— And 
fuch was the punifhment inflift^d. •' Joihua and 
*' all Ifrael took Achan the fon of Zerah, and the 
" filver, and the garment, and the wedg^ of gold, 
^^ and his fons, and his daughters, and his oxen, 
*^ and his affes, and his fheep, and all that he had : 
" — and all Ifrael ftoned him with Hones, and 
*^ burned them with fire ^.'' We intend after- 
wards to confider the yifitation of the guilt of fa- 
thers on their children ; and therefore Ihall not 
enter on it here. But it dcferves our particular 
regard, that the dcftrudlion extended even to 
things irrational and inanimate. The tents, and 
all the fubflancc that was in the pofleflion of thefe 
finners, perifhed with them \ Thefe could not 
poflibly be the fubjefts of moral guilt or pollu- 
tion. But as, in this puniftiment, *' they became 
" a fign ^" an enfample not to the Ifraelites only, 
but to the Church in every age, expreffive of the 
bolinefs and jealoufy of God ; their very fub- 
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ibflce is treated as accurfed, that we might hence 
perceive the contaminating nature of fin, and its 
contagious influence, as fubjed:ing even innocent 
creatures to the eflfedts of the curfe. This punifti- 
ment alio declares the rigorous claims of divine 
holi^efs and juftice ; which demand the utter ex- 
tindion of fin itfelf, and of every thing that may 
be a memorial of it. 

We have already obferved, that the Mofaic 
economy was deftgned to prepare the Church for 
receiving the dodrine of atonement by the fuf- 
ferings of a divine Perfon. Such was its effeft on 
the Ifraelites, obdurate as they were, that they 
virtually acknowledged, that finful man can have 
no comfortable intercourfe with the holy and juft 
God, but through a Mediator. This appears from 
the very manner in which God fpake the words 
of the law at firft ; for the Second Perfon, as the 
Mediator and Angel of the covenant, fpake from 
Mount Sinai, But this the Ifraelites underftood 
not. When, therefore, they witneffed the terrors 
of this l^w, they faid to Mofesj as with one voice, 
" Speak thou with us, and we will hear ; but let 
" not God fpeak with us, left we die ^.** God af- 
fented to this propofal, as it was his will to teach 
them the neceflSty of it '^ ; and to fhew them that 
his law was " given in the hand of a mediator/* 
Mofes defcribes the charadier of the great Pro- 
phet as correfponding with his in this ve*y re- 
lpea«. 

G 3 IV. Notwith- 

c Exod. XX. 19. d Deut. v. 24. e Cbsp. xviii. t^.— iS. 
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IV. Notwithftanding the terrors of this law, 
and the fevere punifhments inflided under it, the 
mod ftriking difplay that ever hath been, or pof- 
iibly can be, given of the holinefs and juftice of 
God, is in xh& fufferings of our Redeemer. Here 
we are firft to attend to the fpotlefs innocence of 
the fufferen " No guile was found in his lips/* 
There was no ftain of fin in his heart. From 
his conception to his death, he was " holy, harm- 
" lefs, undefiled, and feparate from finners/' " Yet 
" it pleafed Jehovah to bruife him ; he hath put 
" him to grief." He, ** who knew no fin, was 
" made fin for us,'^ made a fin-offering, and treat- 
ed as if he had been the moft atrocious finner that 
ever appeared on earth. 

Nor are we to view him merely as an innocent 
man, but as " the Holy One of God/' He is 
" the man, the fellow of Jehovah of hofts ;'* 
who, as tQ his divine nature, was infinitely re- 
mote from fuffering, as weU as infinitely above 
the law, with refped to both its precept and its 
curfe. Yet the Father, fuftaining the charadler of 
Judge, gave forth this command ; " Awake, O 
" fword, againft my Shepherd, againft the man 
" that is my fellow ; fmite the Shepherd ^.'^ If 
the punifliment of one perfeftly innocent, as bear* 
ing the iniquities of others by imputation, exhi- 
bits, in a ftriking point of view, the evil and de* 
merit of fin, the holinefs and juftice of God, and 
the indifpenfable neceflity of a real atonement ; 
how much more fully does this appear when 

we 

f Zech. xiii. 7. 
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we view fin as punilhed in the adorable Perfon of 
iht Son of God ! What an affefting thought^ 
that it was " the Prince of life,** who was killed ; 
** the juft One," who " fuffered for the Unjaft ;" 
" the Lord of glory,'* who Was crucified ! 

We are farther to confider the fevtritj of thefe 
fufferings. As " God fpared not . his own Son^ 
** but gave him up to the 'death,** lb he fpared 
him not as to the meafure of his fufierings, The 
human nature was infcparably united to the di- 
vine, in one perfon ; yet fo overwhelming was hii 
agony, that he cried out ; " My foul is exceeding 
" iibrrowful, even unto death ;** his ftrength was 
dried up as a potflierd ; and his heart was melt- 
ed like wax. Although he received uninterrupt- 
ed fupplies from the Holy Spirit, without mea-» 
fure ; yet fo unfpeakable was his fenfe of wraths 
and fo hot was the indignation of God as a judge, 
that his holy human foul fhrunk back with hor- 
ror from the cup given him to drink. He had 
been attefted from heaven as God's beloved Son, 
in whom he was well pleafed ; yet the Father hid 
his face, and left the glorious SufTerer under fuch 
darknefs of foul, as was but faintly figured by 
the preternatural darknefs that covered the earth* 
** The pangs of hell took hold on him.** His 
foul was made an offering for fin. He fuftain- 
td infinite wrath without any abatement. If 
thefe things were done " in a green tree, what 
•* fhall be done in the dry ?** 

G 4 From 
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From the preceding confiderations it is evident, 
that there is a neceffary and infeparable connexion 
between Jin and punijbmenu As this is cftablifh- 
ed by the fupreme Lawgiver, it flows from his 
nature as God. For he cannot " behold iniqui- 
ty." He neceflarily feeks its deftrudtion, with 
all the energy of his infinite nature. Every fin 
is an appeal, both to his juftice, and to his power : 
and however the linner may flatter himfelf, this 
is the language in which God addrefles him ; ** Be 
" fure your fin will find you out ?/' Sin ads as 
an infqrmer againft itfelf. As it brings this in- 
formation in man's own confcience, it as certain- 
ly does fo at the bar of juftice. Nay, in relation 
to the neceflary exercife of juftice, fin is here, by 
a ftrong figure, reprefented as a meffcnger that 
purfues the finner till it overtake him. 

We perceive alfo, that the law aflfords no com- 
.fort to the finner. It Was never revealed with 
this defign. For " what things foever the law 
" faith, it faith to them who are under the law, 
" that every mouth may be ftopped, and all the 
** world may become guilty before God^.*' Wc 
can neither obey its precept, nor bear its curfe. 
What folly then is it, for man to think of being 
juftified by a law that utters no fentence, fave that 
of eternal condemnation I 

We learn the necejjity of a complete atonement 
for fin. This is the great dodrine taught by the 
law, as it was revealed from Mount Sinai, ft 
was meant as a fchoolmafter to bring men to 

Chrift. 

g Nucnb. xxxii. 23. k Rom. ui. 19^ 
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Chrift. It treated the Ifraelites with all feve- 
rity. It appUed the rod of its threatening and 
curfe ; that they might fee the neceffity of fleeing 
from it, to Him who was revealed, although more 
obfcurely, as the end " of the law for righteouf- 
" Ditfs*'* By the multitude of its facrifices, as it 
could never be reafonably believed that God 
would accept of the blood of a beaft as an atone- 
ment for the fin of man, it both declared the ne- 
ceffity of a complete latisfa<a:ion, and direfted 
them to look for one of this charadter in the fuf- 
ferings of the promifed Mefliah. By the conftant 
repetition of fuch facrifices, their infuificiency 
was taught, and the neceflity of one that fhould 
for eyer take away fin. 

The Church is now delivered from the ceremo- 
niallaw. But the law, as a covenant of works, ^ 
hath the fame language. It teftifies to the finner 
that it hath nothing in refexve for him but eter- 
oal death. When it comes with power to the 
heart, man is convinced that except he be faved 
through the rightcoufnefs of a Surety, he muft 
certainly perilh. 

We may perceive the gr£ice of our God, in 
providing a remedy, and efpecially in doing it at 
fuch infinite expence. Many pretend to plead 
for the riches of grace, at the expence of deny- 
ing the atonement ? " How does grace appear," 
do they fay, " if complete fatisfadion muft be 
^ made fqr fin ? Does it not exhibit this per- 
" fedion in a far more engaging light, if we 
** view God as pardoning fin without requiring 

" any 
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" any atonement to jufticc ?" But this do<9rin€!^ 
fo far from illuftrating, obfcures the grace of God- 
If a friend confers a favour on us, we efteem the 
favour in proportion to what it coft him. Were 
it confident with the nature of God, to pardon 
fin without any atonement, the difplay of his 
grace would be far inferior. But when we know 
from his word, that he " will by no means clear 
** the guilty," that, from his eflential and necef- 
fary love of righteoufnefs, he punifties the wick- 
ed ; we fee the higheft reafon to admire the grace 
of God in the gift of his own Son as a facrifice. 
This is as much grace to us, as if no atonement 
had been neceflary ; becaufe all the bleflings of 
the covenant are given " without money, and 
" without price :" and it is commended to us,, ex- 
hibited in the moil engaging point of view, be- 
caufe ** God fo loved the world, as to give his on- 
" ly begotten Son.'' 

We learn the impojpbility of efcaping the ftroke 
of divine juftice, if we defpife the remedy. " How 
" fhall we efcape, if we negled fo great falva- 
" tion ?'' He that defpifed Mofes' law, died with- 
" out mercy. — Of how much forer punifhment 
" Ihall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
" under foot the Son of God ?"' And all tread 
him under foot, who refufe to put the crown of 
their falvation on his head. 

In fine, we perceive the neceflity of reverence 
in all our Chriftian fervice. In this very way, the 
apoftle, writing to the Hebrews, applies what he 
had faid. with refpeft to the terrors of the law^ 

and 



Digitized by 



Googk 



OF I^UNITIVE JUSTICE* I07 

and the fuperior privileges of the gofpel. ** Where- 
" fore, we receiving a kingdom which cannot be 
** moved, let us have grace whereby we may ferve 
" God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear. 
" For our God is a confuming fire '." He mani- 
fefted himfelf, in this charader, under the law. 
The difpenfation \mder which we live, is very 
different with refpedl to immediate temporal tokens 
of divine indignation. But we ftill ferve the fame 
God. 'His holinefs is invariably the fame, even 
although it is not mani fefted by fuch difplays of 
his juftice. But even thefe have not been want- 
ing under the New Teftament. What affei^ing 
monuments of divine difpleafure were Judas If- 
cariot, and Ananias and Sapphira^ ! God fet them 
up, in, the very dawn of the gofpel-church, as 
beacons to deter us from tampering with his juf- 
tice. For even our God is a confuming fire. Such 
temporal judgments are far lefs frequent under 
tiiis difpenfation. But for this we may fee a fuf- 
ficient recdbn. The eternal ftate is more clearly 
revealed : and in this the fire of divine juftice 
will burn with far greater heat, than ever it did 
in temporal punilhment. Therefore faith the a- 
poftle, in the paflage formerly referred to ; " See 
" that ye refufe not him that fpeaketh : for if they, 
" efcaped not who refufed him that fpake on earth, 
" much more ftiall not we efcape, if we turn away 
" from him that fpeaketh from heaven ^" 

SECT. 
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SECTION V. 

On Divine Jtifticey in vijiting the Iniquities of Fa- 
thers upon their Children.— Children punijbed 
for the Jins of Parents. — Parents punijbed in 
their Children. — Iniquity vijited on thofe efpe^ 
cially who continue in the wicked courfes of 
their Progenitors. — Some Jins more remarkably 
vijited on fucceeding generations ^ than others. — 
This vijitation extends farther than to temporal 
puniJbmenU — Something in human conduct analo^ 
gous to this procedure of Divine Jujliec. — Qi- 
jedlions anfwcred. 

The Juftice of God, like every other perfec- 
tion of his nature, is incomprehenfible. We often 
find reafon to exclaim ; " His judgments are a 
** great deep ! — How unfearchable are his judg- 
" ments, and his ways pad finding out I" But 
we need not wonder that our weak and depraved 
reafon Ihould be loft in the contemplation of that * 
adorable perfeftion, which is employed in the pu- 
niftiment of fin ; as there is an extent in its evil, 
which we cannot comprehend. 

The divine cOnduft, in vifiting the iniquities 
of fathers upon their children, is one of thofe aw- 
ful difplays of juftice, which it feems to be a fpe- 

cial 
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cial defign of revelation to fet before us in the 
mod confpicuous light. With a iincere defire %o 
difcover ** the mind of the Spirit," let us humbly 
inquire into the dodrinc which the Holy Scrip- 
tures contain on this important fubjed. 

I. It is confiftent with divine juftice, to pu- 
nilh children /or the Jtns of their parents, although 
they have had no hand in thefe. This principle 
is eftablifhed by a great variety of fads. For the 
crime of Ham, the curfe was entailed on his p©- 
fterity by Canaan *". Some think that the curfe 
extended to all the pofterity of Ham, and that 
Canaan is particularly mentioned, becaufe this 
hiftory being immediately written 'for confirming 
the faith of the Ifraelites, the prophecy of Noah 
was to them a prelude of vidory over the Ca- 
naanites, and of the polTefEon of their land. Others 
fuppofe that Canaan was fingled out by the Pa- 
triarch, imder the influence of the Spirit of infpi- 
ration, as having been immediately concerned 
with Ham in the crime which he committed* 
But of this we have no evidence whatfoever. Ad- 
mitting it to be confiftent with juftice to putiffh 
children for the iniquities of their fathers, God, 
in his adorable fovereignty, might entail the curfe 
in a fpecial manner upon one branch of the poflie- 
rity of Ham. It has been faid, that the curfe 
was not " pronounced upon Canaan for his father 
" H^m's tranfgreflion •/' that " fuch arbitrary 
^' proceedings are contrary to all our ideas of tlie 

** divinf 

1^ Gen. uc. ^5. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



no INKJUITIES OF THE FATHERS 

" divine perfedions ;" that " the curfe upon Ca- 
** naan was properly a curfe upon the Canaanites ; 
** that God forcfeeing the wickednefs of tliis peo- 
" pie, (which began in their father Ham, and 
** greatly increafed in this branch of his family), 
** conuniilioned Noah to pronounce a curfe upon 
'* them, and to devote them to the fervitude and 
*' mifery, which their more than common vices 
*• and iniquities would deferve ;'' and that " this 
** account was plainly written by Mofes, for the 
^* encouragement of the Ifraelites "," &c. 

It cannot well be doubted, that the curfe efpe- 
cially refpeded the pofterity of Canaan, and that 
it was recorded for encouraging the Ifraelites to 
obey the command of God, by entering into their 
land. But we certainly do violence to the lan- 
guage of Scripture, and afcribe the greateft im- 
propriety of condud to the Spirit of infpiration, 
if we deny that the curfe upon Canaan was meant 
as a punifhment of the crime of Ham. Such is 
the connexion of the hiftory, as neceffarily to im- 
ply this. " And Ham the father of Canaan faw 
** the nakednefs of his father, and told his two 
" brethren without. — And Noah awoke from his 
** wine, and knew," as would feem, by imme- 
diate revelation, " what his younger fon had done 
** unto him. And he faid, Curfed be Canaan ; a 
" fervant of fervants fhall he be unto his bre- 
^* thren «*." We are not merely to confidcr the 
defign with which this account was " written by 
♦* Mofes," but the defign with which the curfe 

was 
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was primarily pronounced by Noahunder the im- 
pulfe of the Spirit. And furely nothing can be 
more plain, than that the curfe was denounced 
againft the pofterity of Ham, as the punifliment 
of his iniquity. It feems totally incongruous to 
the charader of " the Spirit of revelation," who is 
alfo the " Spirit of wifdom," to conneft, in the 
language of prophecy, the puniihment of the po- 
fterity of Ham with the crime of their anceftoi*, 
if there was no connexion of a judicial nature. 
We do not perceive the propriety of Noah's " pro- 
*• nouncing a curfe" on this occafion, if it had no 
prefent effed. There is, indeed, juft as much rea- 
fon for fuppofing, that Shem and Japhet were per- 
fonally excluded from the bleffing, as that the 
curfe had no immediate relation to Ham, but 
wholly refpe6lcd his pofterity. 

Among the firft-born in the land of Egypt, who 
were cut off by the deftroying angel, there were 
doubtlefs many who had never finned in their 
own perfons. They were immediately punifhed 
for the unbelief and obduracy of their parents. 
The children of Achan perilhed with him ^. No 
one, who believes revelation, can doubt the ac- 
count given us of the fpunifhment of the perfidy 
of Saul to the Gibeonites, firft on the nation, and 
afterwards on his pofterity. Nor can it be doubt- 
ed, that God approved of the fevere fentence paf- 
led, at the inftance of the Gibeonites, on the fe- 
ven fons of Saul. For it is faid, that, in confe- 
guence of their execution, *' God was entreated 

" for 
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"for the lands." Now, there is not the leaft 
evidence, that any of them concurred in the cniel 
condud of their progenitor. Yet the defignation 
of a " bloody howfe'* is transferred to them, be- 
caufe " be flew the Gibeonites." We muft be- 
lieve that God aded with perfedl equity in the 
whole of the tranfa6Uon. But there is a depth in 
this judgment which we cannot pretend to fathom. 

God hath dealt in this very manner with his 
own people. He fubjefted the child, that Da- 
vid had begotten in adultery, to death ; and de- 
clared, that the fword fhould never depart from 
his houfe, bccaufe he had murdered Uriah ^ 

Thefe fads, recorded by the Spirit of God, are 
perfedly confonant to many dodrioal teftimonies 
contained in Scripture on this fubjed. Speaking 
of the wicked. Job fixith ; " God iayeth up his 
" iniquity for his children '." He compares it to 
thofe treafures, which men are eager to amafs fcrr 
their. pofterity. Thus Jeremiah comphins, as per- 
fonating the afBided Church of God ; •* Our ft- 
" thers have finned and are not, and We have 
" borne their iniquities ^'* Elfewhere he confi- 
ders this branch of the divine condud as ground 
of adoration ; " Tliou — jrecompenfeft the iniquity 
'* of the fathers into the bofom of their children 
" after them : the great, the mjghty God, the 
" Lord of Hofts is his name "." 

Although men were to difregard th^ language 
of Scripture, their own obfervation would fuppfy 

thedi 

q 2 Sam. xxi. i.— p. 14. r 2 Stm. »U. 10. 14. s Job xxi. 10. 
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tb^tti With fufficient evidence of this truth. Are 
not children fubjeded to poverty and want, id 
confequence df the prodigality of their parents ? 
Do they not derive from them peculiar difeafes^ 
which are the natural confequences of vice ? Do 
they not often endure great and long-cohtiitued 
fufTerings from fuch difeafes ? Do not thefe fre-^ 
quently iffue in premature death ? Now, unlefs 
it can be proved, that fuffering, or even death, is 
in itfelf no punifhment ; it muft be admitted, that 
children are puniihed, by fuch hereditary difeafesy 
for the crh[ies of their parents, although they 
have had no hand in them. 

God vifits none in this manner, who are other- 
wife abfolutely innocent. When treated as guil- 
ty, in being fubjcded to fuffering in confequence 
of the fins of their more immediate anceftors, they 
are primarily viewed as tranfgreflbrs in their firft 
parent. Thus, indeed, God vindicates his juftice 
in the imputation of Adam's firft fin. While 
many objeft to this dodrine^ as if it were incon- 
fiftent with the reditude of the divine nature, 
that men fiiould fuffer for what was not their per- 
fonal ad ; let them fiiew how, according to this 
reafoning, it is juft with God to vifit the iniqui- 
ties of more immediate progenitors on their po^ 
fterity : or let them both fet afide the evidence of 
inconteftable faSs, and fairly deny the truth of 
the Sacred Hiftory in this refped, that they may 
i^pear in their real charader. Alas ! that thertf 
is fo much refined deifin among us ; that fo many 
pro&fs to believe the truth of revelation, who 

Vox.IL ^ H notwilhftan4i«f 
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notwithftanding difcover the infincerity of their 
profeffion, by trampling on the authority of the 
Spirit of infpiration, when his teftimcHiy oppofes 
their own imaginations ! 

II. The fathers are> according to this proce- 
dure, punilhed in their feed. Children are view- 
ed as exifting in their parents^ long before they 
have adual being ; as Levi paid tithes in the loins 
of Abraham. In like manner, parents are view- 
ed as exifting in their children, even after they 
have themfelves left the ftage of life. This is 
evident from the very manner in which the blef- 
fing, or the cuffe, was often pronounced. Shem 
and Japhet were bleffed in their pofterity. Ham 
was curfed in his : for both the blelfing and the 
curfe had a fpecial refpetSl to fucceeding genera- 
tions. When Jacob received the bleffing, it had 
alfo a peculiar reference to his defcendants ; while 
Efau was juftly punilhed by God, not only in his 
perfon, but in his pofterity, becaufe of his pro«> 
fanenefs in felling his birthright. The bleffings 
prophetically pronounced by Jacob, on his fons^ 
immediately relpeded their offspring. Yet the 
bleffing of Jofeph is expreflW as if it had been 
merely perfonal : •* The bleffmgs of thy father 
^ have prevailed above the bleffings of my proge- 
" nitors ; — they (hall be on the head of Jofeph, 
" and on the Crown of the head of him that was 
** feparate from his .brethren.'* The feme obfcr- 
vation hdds true as to the other bleffings. The 
patriarch views the various tribes as pre&nt io 

the 
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tbe perfons of their progenitors ; and the facred 
hiftorian giTcs u$ the very fame reprefentation : 
** All thefc are the twelve tribes of Ifmel : and 
^* this is it that their father fpake unto them, and 
" blefied them ; every one according to his blef- 
" fing he blefled theiu^" Reuben is punifhed in 
the lot of the tribe which was to fpring from him : 
" Unflabde as water, thou (halt not excel ; be- 
" cftufe thou wenteft up to thy father's b^d, then 
" defiledft thou it : he went up to my couch/' 
Simeon and Levi are puniihed in their feed. £e- 
caufe '* inftruments of cruelty were in their ha-f 
" bitations,*' their father faid ; •* I will divide 
" them in Jacob, and fcattcr them in Ifrael ""." 
The flain, attending the difperfion of Levi, was 
indeed afterwards in great meafure wiped away ; 
as God chofe this tribe to the fervice of the ta- 
bernacle and temple, and " fcattered them in Ja- 
" cob** as inftrudors of the people. But as origi- 
nally expreffed, it was rather a curfe than a blef- 
fmg; and Leyi was himfelf puniihed in the de- 
nunciation, efpecially as he had no intimation of 
the bleffed iffue. 

This puniihnient is inflicted in various ways 
and degrees. Parents fometimes fee the vengeance 
executed, before their own death. Thus it was 
with £li. He " honoured his fons above" God j 
lor when they ** nmde themfelves vile, he re- 
** fbrained them not:" whence he is himfelf char* 
ged withiicking at God's facrifice and offering ^. 
It was therefore foretold concerning his two fons j 

H2 "In 

V Gen. xUx. a6. aS. w y«r. 3.-7. s.x Sam. iL ip; iii. <3* 
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** In onb day they fliall die both of them :'' and 
liis life was fpared only that he might fee the 
completion of this awful threatening, as a fign of 
the future infliction of the hereditary judgments 
denoimced againft his houfe. For the Lord had 
^' told him, that he would judge his houfe for 
" ever, for the iniquity which he knew,'* and, 
by giving no proper check to it, virtually appro- 
ved. Thefe judgments, although prc^erly affed- 
ing his pofterity, are b\\ defcribed as direded 
againft himfelf ; whether inflided during his own 
life, or in fucceeding generations : " I will per- 
** form againji Eli all things which I have fpoken 
** concerning his hoiife : when I begin, I will 
" alfo make an end y/' 

The young generation of Ifriel, although not 
like their fathers, bore their iniquity. Their 'fuf- 
ferings, however, were efpecially mea^nt for the . 
punifhment of their rebellious parents. For the 
children. fuSered, only till that generation was ex- 
tindt, which had come out of Egypt. This is evi- 
dent from the fentence pronounced by their God : 
** As for you, your carcafes, they fhall fall in this 
** wildemefs. And your children fhall wander in 
** the wildemefs forty years, and bear your wbore^ 
** dons^^ that is, the punifhment of them, "until 
** your carcafes be wafted in the wildemefs ».'* 

Parents, although they fee not the vengeance 

. themfelvcs, are fometimes punifhed in their feed, 

by feeing its certainty in the threatening. When 

Ahab had, by impiety and murder, got pofleffion 

of 

y I Sam. m. it| 13. z Nuaib. jut. 3s, 33. 
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. of the vineyard of Naboth, God fent his fervant 
Elijah to inform him, that he would bring evil 
upon him, and take away his pofterity, and cut 
off every male from his houfe. But, in confe- 
quence of Ahab's humbling himfelf, he is inform- 
ed, that God would not bring the evil in his 
days^ The total deftrudion, brought on the 
houfe of Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, is reprcfent- 
ed as the punifhment of bis iniquity. For Baafha 
" fmote all the houfe of Jeroboam, he left not to 
** Jeroboam any that breathed, until he had de- 
** ftroyed him, according unto the faying of the 
'* Lord, which he fpake by his fervant Ahijah 
** the Shilonite ; becaufe of the fins of Jeroboam 
'* which he finned, and which he made Ifrael 
''finV 

Nor is this vifitation confined to the wicked* 
In this manner hath God often teftified his dif- 
pleafure with his own children. Solomon was af- 
fured that, becaufe of his apoftacy, the kingdom 
Ihould be rent from his fon. Although this judg- 
ment was not to be infli<Sled in his own days, yet 
as it was procured by his iniquity, it is fpoken of 
as inflided on himfelf: " I will furely rend the 
** kingdom /row tbee^ and will give it to thy fer- 
^* vant. Notwithftanding, in thy days I will not 
** do it, for David thy father's fake : but I will 
*' rend it out of the hand of thy fon ^." 

Hezekiah, after his miraculous deliverance from 

Sennacherib, and from a mortal difeafe, " ren* 

^ dered not again according to the benefit done 

H 3 " unto 
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" unlo him/* When th^ amballa^ors of th^ king 
of Babylon came to congratulate him on his reco- 
very, he fhewed them all his armour, and his trea- 
fure$. This at firft view might feem a blamelefs 
adion ; a piece of common civility to ftrangcrs, 
who had come from ^ diftant country, or of rc- 
fpcd to the fovereign who fcnt them. But, in 
judging of actions, the divine eye is efpccially 
fixed on the intention. In this refpe<9: Heiekiah 
failed. It is therefore faid ; " God left him, to 
" try him, that he might know all that was in his 
" heart." And it is declared, that " his heart 
** was lifted up ; therefore there was wrath upon 
" him/* Either he valued himfelf too much oo 
account of the fignal tokens of divine favour he 
had received, as if they had been merited by his 
.righteous condud ; or trufted in his riches, as if 
they could have proved the means of his defence: 
or perhaps he offended in both refpedls. What- 
ever might be the particular ground of difplca- 
fure, God declared by the prophet Ifaiah, that 
his ions Ihould be carried away captive, and be 
" eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon." 
Wrath was t^on bim^ altho\igh it came not in his 
days \ For even the fiiKcre repentance of the 
fervahts of God, after great tranfgreffions, has not 
prevented, although it has fometimes delayed^ the 
judicial vifitation. As to perfonal guilt and pu- 
nilhraent, the fin of David was taken away ; but 
not the puniftunent as it refpeded his family. 
God teflified his -difpkafure with him, as he had 

formerly 

d a Chraii. xkxih 15, 16. 51. ; I£i. autsuL 7, 8. 
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£>rmerly done with refped to Hi ; wheji he fworc 
that the iniquity of his houfe fhould ** not be pur^r 
** ged with facrifice nor ofiering for ever «•" He 
hath obferved. this line of conduA in various in- 
fiances ; that he might give the ftrongeft tefti- 
mony as to the evil and demerit of iin, ^nd his 
infinite and irreconcilable hatred of it, although 
the tranfgreffor himfelf was the objedl of his fpe- 
cial and unchangeable love. 

It may be faid perhaps, that it is eafily concei- 
vable how parents could thus be punilhed in their 
feed, when God was pleafed to communicate his 
will by a fpecial revelation to the individual; 
^though he fhould not himfelf live to fee the 
completion of the threatening : but thAt matters 
now fland on a very different footing, as no fuch 
extraordinary intimations can be expedled. Let 
it be remembered, however, that " whatfoever 
** was written aforetime, was written for our leam- 
" ing/' Although, therefore, there be now no 
particular intimation of the divine will by the 
Spirit of prophecy, the threatenings and punifh- 
ments, recorded in Scripture, are warnings to us 
of what we may jufUy expcft, if we go on in our 
trefpafTes. 

This is one of the^ means which God employs 
Sot maintaining his moral government : and we 
muft admire his wifdom in the choice of it. Such 
is the iovjs^ which the moft of parents beajr to their 
children, that they would rather fufier in their 
own pexfons, than that they fhould fu&n To 
H 4 how 
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how many fufTerings, indeed, do they cheerfiilly 
expofe themfelves^ for their prefervation and com- 
fort I Thus, as has been obferved by the Bifhop 
of Meaux, ** God fhews parents, that according 
" to the fecret order of his judgments, he conti* 
'* nues their rewards or punilhments after their 
^^ death ; and holds them in fubmilfion to his ' 
" laws by their deareft tie, that is, by the tie of 
•' their children ^" 

III. God vifits the iniquities of fathers upon 
their children, efpecially when they take the 
famef or fimilar courfes. To /uch the commina- 
tion, annexed to the fecond precept of the law, 
immediately refers : ^* I the Lord thy God am 
** a jealous God, vifiting the iniquity of the fa- 
^.* thers upon the children, unto the third and 
^* fourth generation of them that hate me g." 
When God here threatens to irifit^ the language 
does not fimply fignify to punifh, iniquity ; but de- 
notes punifhment even after a long, or a confider- 
able delay. Although men may fuppofe that he 
takes no notice of the fins committed againft 
him, or th^t he has in efied forgotten them ; he 
will eventually fhew that they have been accu- 
rately obferved, and that he hath been treafuring 
up vengeance. We have already feen, that God, 
without any injury to his juftice, may punifh 
children for the fins 6f their fathers, alt|iough not 
chargeable with the fame fins \ becaofe he ftiU 
views them as fianers. But the threatening ro« 

ferre4 
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itrred to marks the more ordinary tenor 6f his 
procedure. Succeeding generations are confider- 
ed as manifefting their hatred of God, by conti^ 
nuing in a courfe of iniquity. They may do it 
in different degrees. Sometimes, by purfuing the 
very fame track. The Lord complains of his an- 
cient people ; ** Even from the days of your fa- 
** thers, ye are gone away from mine ordinan- 
** cesK" Thus the iniquity, for which God vi- 
fits, is not merely that of their fathers ; but their 
own, becaufe they have imitated their wicked ex- 
ample. At other times they become worfe than 
their anceftors. Their fins, although of the fame 
kind, are more aggravated. The Jews, under the 
Old Teftament, killed the prophets : their pofte- 
rity were the murderers of " the holy and juft 
**One." Often, the children do not adlually 
commit the fiune crimes, but others of a fimi- 
lar nature which difcovet the fame fpirit. Or, 
they teftify their approbation of the deeds of 
their fathers, by juftifying, even while they do 
not imitate, theit condud. '♦ This their way 
" is their folly ; yet their pofterity approve their 
" fayings*.'* Perhaps their language is; " Where- 
" fore hath the Lord pronounced all this great 
"eviLagainft us? or what is our iniquity ^^ ?'* 
But pofterity may be fubjeded .to the pimifhment 
of the fins of their progenitors, although they do 
not pradically imitate them, nor juftify their 
conduft. The jealous God views them as appro- 
ving, if they do not acknowledge, exprefsly con- 
demn 

^ 1|U. HI 7. i na iliz. 13. k Jer. itL 2». 



Digitized by 



Googk 



J22 INiqyJTIES or THZ FATOEI^ 

dctnn and mourn over, the iniquities of tbdr fa* 
thers,. Hence he addrelTes his Church in this 
manner ; ** Have ye forgotten the. wickedncfs of 
** your fathers, and the wickcdneii pf the Ipogs of 
** Judah, and tl^e wickednefs of their w^ve^^nd 
** your own wickednefs, and the wickednelsof your 
" wives ?— They are not humbled,, oyeither have 
** they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in ray fta* 
** tutes that I fct before you, and be&reyour fathers, 
"Therefore thus faith the LoRoof hofts, the God 
" of Ifrael, Behold, I ^ill fet my face againft 
" you for evil, and to cut off all Judah ^♦" 

In the addition to the precept, this vifitatioa 
is mentioned, as extending " unto the third and 
" fourth generation." But we are not to view 
this as an abfolute limitation ; or to conclude, 
that God reftrids the punifhment of the fins of 
aaceftors to any one particular generation. The 
contrary appears from the indefinite manner in 
which the fpecificatioa is made. This puniAiment 
extends fometimes to the third, aad fometin^s to 
the fourth genpration* In other ; inftances, it is 
-carried farther. When the J«ws crucified the 
Lord of glory, they cried out, ^* His blood he up- 
^^ on us, and on our childr-en :'' and this awful 
curfe hath been entailed on tb^ir pofterity for 
more than fevcnteen centuries, or ijearly fixty g>e- 
neraticms. All this time, they bM^ not only been 
" Ihiat up in uiihelief," but caft over the Jbedge of 
the vineyard^ and £et up to all naftions ^s '* aa 
^ aftonifhment^ a bifling, andfl'Ctkrfe.'V The q^uar- 
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rel at times is not profecutcd even to the -fburdi 
generation. 

This fpecification feems to be made, however^ 
that the threatening might have a keener edge to 
the heart of a parent. As manj live to fee the 
third and fourth generation of their own defccnd- 
ants, it fignifies that even the bleffing of " ieeing 
•* their children's children %" ihall to them be 
converted into a curfe ; as they ihall be preferved 
in life, only to fee their own fin in the puniih- 
ment of their beloved offspring. In this fenfe is 
the language of Job, concerning the wicked man, 
verified ; " God layeth up his iniquity for his 
*^ children : he rewardeth him, and he ihall know 
'^ it. His eyes ihall fee his deilrudion, and he 
" ihall drink of the wrath of the Almighty "." . 

This limitation alfo marks the remarkable dif- 
ference between the exercife oS judgment and of 
mercy, in the divine procedure ; and ihows how 
much ** mercy rcjoiceth over judgment.*' For a 
promife is added, as a biefiTed counterpart to the 
threatening, as a gracious encouragement to chil- 
dren to cleave to the God of their fathers : — 
" And ihewing mercy unto thoufands of them 
^ that love me, and keep my comnaandmeots.'* 
But while the threatening flows from juftice, the 
promife is wholly the fruit of grace. 

Whereas the vifitation is continued, in many 
iniiances, to the third or fourth generation ; in 
others, it is delayed from one generation to ano- 
ther, to a third, or a fourth. The arch-rebel 

feems 
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feems to pafs with impunity ; and the vengeance 
primarily, and, as might feem, chiefly merited by 
him, overtakes his pofterity. This muft often be 
principally afcribed to divine fovereignty. In other 
cafes, a particular reafon is affigned for this pro- 
cedure. Ahab *' fold himfelf to work evil in the 
" fight of the Lord." . Yet becaufe he " humbled 
** himfelf," in confequence of the threatening, al- 
though a ftranger to true repentance, God would 
not bring the evil in his days, but delayed it till 
thofe of his fon\ In the fecond generation alfo, 
God punifhed the iniquity of Baalha king of If- 
rael. Then Zimri, according to the predidion 
of Jehu the prophet, deftroyed all the houfe of 
Baafha, ^* for all the fins of Baaflia, and the fins 
** of Elah his fon p." He vifited the iniquities of 
two generations at once. His vengeance againft 
Jeroboam, the fon of Nebat, " who made Ifrael 
" to fin," was in like manner delayed till the fe- 
cond generation *?. A longer refpite was given to 
the family of Jehu. " The Lord faid unto him, 
" Becaufe thou haft done well, -in executing that 
" which is right in mine eyes, and haft done imto 
** the houfe of Ahab according to all that was in 
** mine heart, thy children of the fourth gtnera- 
" tion fliall fit upon the throne of Ifrael." And 
the truth of the prcdi6tion was manifefted by the 
event ^ But it deferves our attention, that, al- 
though he had externally done all that was in 
God's heart as to the vengeance denounced againft 

the 
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the houfe of* Ahab, on which account his pofte- 
rity were fo long preferved on the throne ; yet 
as he aded in this matter without any upright in- 
tentionSy and as he turned afide to the fins of Je- 
roboam, all this feems to be only the exercife of 
divine forbearance. He fulfilled God's purpofe ; 
yet becaufe he aded from finifter motive^, God 
views him as the murderer of his mafter, and 
long afterwards " maketh inquifition for blood/* 
His great-great-grandfon is murdered by Shallum 
the fon of Jabcfli ; and thus, according to the pro- 
phecy of Hofea, God " avenged the blood of 
" Jczreel upon the houfe of Jehu/." Baaflia had 
in like manner been the inftrument of the pre- 
dided vengeance againft the houfe of Jeroboam ; 
yet God denounces vengeance againft fiaaflia and 
his houfe, '^ becaufe he killed'' Nadab the fon of 
Jeroboam K Here let us admire the wifdom, the 
holinefs and the juftice of our God ; who employs 
wicked men to accomplifii his purpofes of ven- 
geance ; while the fin is wholly their own, and 
expofes them to fevere punifhment, which fooner 
or later fliall certainly be inflicted* 

Nebuchadnezzar, although accompliihing the 
divine purpofe againft Judah, fubjeded himfelf 
to " the vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance of 
" his temple." Therefore it was threatened ; " I 
" will punifli the king of Babylon, and that na- 
" tion, faith the Lord, for their iniquity '»/' But 
as God meant to try his people for feventy years 
in Babylon, the vengeance was delayed till the 

reign 
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reign of Belfliazzar his grandfon. Therefore ic 
was predifted ; " All nations Ihall ferve him, and 
" his fon, and his fon*s fon, until the very time 
" of his land come ; and then many nations a&d 
"great kings fhall ferve thcmfelves of himV* 
They ferved themfelves of him in the punifhment 
of his pofterity. Hence alfo is the command gi- 
ven ; " Prepare flaughter for his children, for the 
" iniquity of their fathers ^Z' To Ihew in the 
cleareft point of view, that this punilhment was 
peculiarly " the vengeance of his temple," God 
fo ordered it in his providence, and he hath left 
it on record in the Sacred Hiftory, that it was on 
that very night in which the holy veffels pf the 
houfe of God were profaned, that Babylon was 
taken and BeMhazxat flain ^ 

Thus alfo it appears, that while flaughter was 
prepared for Belfhazzar '* for the iniquity of his 
" fathers," this iniquity was viewed by divint 
juftice as his own. He formally entered into fel- 
lowfhip with his grandfather, by his impiety ia 
defiling the facred veflels of the temple ; and fet 
the feal of his approbation to all that had been 
done againft the houfe and heritage of Jehovah. 
God bore with him till he thus ferved himfelf 
heir to the guilt of Nebuchadnezzar ; but then 
the cxercife of divine long-fuffering was at an 
end. It has been fiippofed xhsX thi& was the feaft^ 
annually cHebrated by the Babylonians, in ho-^ 
nour of their great god BeL They at any xatc 
mingled with it their falie religion^ For while 

they 
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ttey drank out of the holy velTels of the temple 
of JiLHovAH, they " praifed the gods of filver and 
** gold 7. It feems mod probable, that thefe vef- 
fels had been brought forth as a trophy of viftory 
over the trite God ; and that Belfhazzar praifed 
his iklfe deities, by afcribing tp them a fuperiori- 
ty of power over that God who had been wor- 
Ihipped at Jerufalem, the fpoils of 'whofe temple 
DOW adorned the table of his riot. 

It may feem furpriling, that the individual 
" who bath made the earth to tremble, — ^who 
•* hath made the world as a wildemefs,. — and hath 
" not opened the houfe of his prifoners," that he 
who hadi been the original and principal paufe 
of the controverfy, |hould go to his grave in 
peace ; and that the vengeance ihould be exe- 
cuted on his pofterity of the third, fourth or fifth 
generation, although perhaps they have never 
fold themfelves to work wickednefs like him. 
This is indeed one of the deep things of God. 
But there are various confiderations which tend 
to remove the difficulty. 

When God fpares the original culprit, he hath 
generally (omeigr^Qt providential end to ferve by 
this conduA. When he fpared Jeroboam, it was 
for judgment to the houfe of David. He fuffered 
Nebuchadnezzar to die in peace, for accompliihr 
ing his pufrpofe in the eflabliifament of the firft 
gveaft monarchy^ as w^dl as for prolonging the vi- 
fitation on rebellious Judah, and the other na^ 
tions of the earth. Neither of thefe defigns could 

have 
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have been fulfilled^ had the vengeance come in itd 
iuU extent in his days. It muft alfo be remem* 
beredy that this proud and ambitious monarch 
was perfonally vifited for feven years by an unex- 
ampled judgment. He^ who had ** made the 
** world as a wildemefs,'* had " a beaft's heart 
" giyen unto him, — was driven from men, and 
" had his dwelling with the beafts of the field ^'* 
Although the fins of pofterity fhould not equal 
tl)§fe of their anceftors in atrocity, there is not- 
withftandin^ a confiant accumulation of guilt. Sin 
is reprefented as a debt ; and the original debt 
is greatly increafed by the additions made in fuc- 
celfive generations. The men of this world are 
well acquainted with the dodrine of accumula- 
tion, as it refpe£ts earthly property. But alas ! 
they pay no regard to the accumulation of guilt ; 
which expofes them to that awful retribution 
threatened by the Judge of the univerfe : ** Bc- 
** hold, it is written before me, I will not keep 
** filence, but will recompence, even recompence, 
^* into their bofom, your iniquities, and the ini- 
*' quities of your fathers together, faith the Lord : 
«« — ^therefore will I meafure their former work 
^* into their bofom *.** To this purpofe Mofes faid 
to the young generation, who had been bom in 
the wildemefs ; " Behold, ye are rifen up in your 
** fathers' Head, an increafe of finful men, to aug«. 
^* ment yet the fierce anger of the Lomo toward 
^•IfiraelV* 

As 
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M this guilt is inctQafed^ it is alfo aggrtyvated. 
If tho£p, who walk in the evil wiys of their fa- 
thers, are farourcd with a revelation of the dirine 
will, their guilt is aggravated from the very cir^ 
cumfiaoce of their having thefe iniquities before 
their eyes. For thefe, in their connexion with 
the threatenings of God's word, ought to have 
been viewed as beacons, fet up in providence, for 
deterring them frpm a fimilar courfe. There- 
fore, the evil example of anceftors, who enjoyed 
the outward means of grace, fo far from being 
admitted as an extenuation of the guilt of their 
pgfterity, is ftill reprefented by God as enhancing 
it " Thus faith the Lord, For three tranfgref- 
''fions of Judah, and for four, I will not turn 
"away the punifhment thereof; becaufe they 
" have defpifed the law of the Lord, — and their 
" lies caufed them to err, after the which their 
" &thers have walked ^Z' The guilt of Babylon 
was greatly increafed by the refidence of God's 
peojda ia that land. ^ We would have healed 
" Babylon,'' fay they, " but Ihe is not healed ^." 

It is a ftill higher aggravation, if God has not 
(Mily threatened, but executed his vengeance on 
their fathers, for thefe very fins. Of this the hif- 
tory of Ifrael affords ample illuftration. Thus 
Cod fpeaks by E^ekiel : " Are ye polluted after 
'* the mamier of your fathers ? ^d commit ye 
^ whoredoms after their abominations ? — Like as 
^ I pleaded with your fathers, — ^fo will I plead 
** with you «.'* There is no evidence that Bel- 

VoL. IL ,1 Ihazza^ 
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fliazzar had perfonally committed fo many crimes 
as his anceftor Nebuchadnezzar. But in this re- 
fpe6l was his guilt peculiarly aggravated. Al- 
though he knew the awful judgment that had 
been brought on Nebuchadnezzar, his heart, fo 
far from being bumbled, was fo lifted up^ that he 
prefumed to profane the holy veffels of the 
temple of Jehovah. The vengeance, therefore, 
could be no longer delayed. The life of the 
king, and the exiftence of the kingdom, termina- 
ted together K 

When God has given no pradical teftimonies 
of his difpleafure with wicked predeceflbrs, his 
ytry forbearance proves an occafion of the aggra- 
vation of the guilt of pofterity, if they either con- 
tinue in their wicked courfes, or are not humbled 
on account of them. All who *^ defpife the riches 
^* of his — forbearance and long-fuffering, — ^trea- 
** fure up to themfelves wrath againft the day of 
" wrath g.'' This conduft, on the part of the If- 
raclites, is frequently exhibited as a fpecial ag- 
gravation of their guilt, and as both haftening and 
augmenting their punifhment. After a particu- 
lar enumeration of the mercies manifefted towards 
them, it is added ; ** Yet they turned back, and 
" dealt unfaithfully like their fathers. — ^Whea 
^* God heard this he was wroth, and greatly ab- 
"horredlfraelV 

The cafe is fimilar, when long-fufFering hath 
been mingled with all the tokens of divine dif- 
pleafure ; or when God hath ^^ often turned his 
* " anger 

f Dan. 9. 1^.-23. %%, 30. g Rom. u' ^, 5. b PfiK IzzviiL 57.-r59. 
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•* anger away, and hath not ftirrcd up all his 
" wrath." Thus Nehemiah confeffes the guilt of 
his people : ** Our fathers dealt proudly, and har* 
"dened their necks, and hearkened not to thy 
" commandments. — Yet thou in thy manifold mer- 
**cies forfookeft them not in the wildernefs. — 
" Moreover, thou gaveft them kingdoms and na- 
" tions. — ^Neverthelefs, they were difobedient and 
" rebelled againft thee. — Therefore thou deliver- 
"edft them into the hand of their enemies.-^ 
" Yet many years didft thou forbear them, and 
" teftifiedft againft them by thy Spirit in thy pro- 
^ phets ; yet would they not give ear ; therefore 
" gaveft thou them into the hand of the people of 
"the lands'." 

IV. There are fome Jins which God more re- 
markably vifits on fucceeding generations, than 
others. The firft we fhall merttion is idolatry, or 
the corruption of his worfliip and ordinances. 
Hence we find this threatening appended to the 
fecond commandment. God is efpecially jealous 
as to his fervice. He profecuted his quarrel with 
the feed of Jeroboam, becaufe in this refped he 
had " made Ifrael to fin.'* Whatever excufes 
men may offer for apoftacy from the true wor-r 
flap of God, he accounts all idolaters haters of 
himfelf; for this is the chara(9:er given to thofe 
who break this precept. 

As this threatening illuftrates the heinous guilt 
of idolatry, we may fee the propriety of connedt* 

1 2 ing 

i Neh. iz. td.—'27 30. See aUb J^k| zx. 1.^-5^. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



X3^ IKI^IT!ES OF THE FATHSHS 

ing it with the fecond precept in another refpeft ; 
hccaufe children are fo very apt to follow the cx- 
ampSe of their parents in religion. How often do 
men give this as an apology for a falfe, or what 
they acknowledge to be a corrupt religion ; how 
often is it employed as an argument even againft 
impartial examination, that their religion is the 
iame which their fathers profeffed ? 

Breach of covenant is another fin which God 
efpecially puniihes in the fame manner. Zede- 
)ciah had entered into a covenant, to give his fub- 
jedh that liberty which God had appointed in the 
Jaw. But he and his princes afterwards tran& 
grefled it. Wherefore the Lo&d denounced ven- 
geance againft them ; " — Zedekiah king of Ju- 
** dah and his princes will I give into the hand of 
**^ their enemies." This vengeance was executed 
in a moft afieding manner. The king of Baby- 
lon flew the fbns of Zedekiah before his eyes, and 
then he put them out ^ ; as if God would fufFer 
this wretched parent to retain his fight, only till 
he had witnefled the mercilefs extermination of 
the fruit of his body. 

The fhedding of the blood of his faints is a fin 
that God remarkably vifits on fuccecding gene- 
rations. All innocent blood defiles the land in 
which it is fhed. If men fiiould make no inqui- 
fition for it, God will. It hath been a thoufand 
times remarked, even by thofe who know not the 
truths that the providence of God is more fignally 
{een in the dilcovery and puniflmxent of murder^ 

)( J^. xxxiv. ^1. J xuui« ^ 7. 
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thail with refped to any other crime. The bar* 
baroua heathens of Melita, when they faw tht 
yiper fatten on Paul's hand, had only one opinion 
about the matter ; and this they formed without 
hefitatiOn. " No doubt," faid they, " this man 
•* is a murderer, whom though he hath cfcaped 
" the fee, yet vengeance fufFereth not to live \^ 
Nor is it furprifing that God Ihould cfpecially 
profecute this fin. We find the reafon of this, in 
the law given to all the fons of Noah, on the re- 
ftoration of the world. He adjudges to death 
every murderer, becaufe " in the image of God 
* made he man «." This crime is an attack on 
God himfelf, in his only vifible image in this 
lower world. But when it is committed in the 
way of perfecution, it is fiill more heinous in his 
fights There is a double attack on the Majefty 
^pf heaven ; on his image, as it ftill imperfedlly 
remains, in confequencc of the firft creation, and 
alfo as reftored by the fecond. Nay, when men 
are " perfecuted for righteoufncfs' fake," God 
knows that his image in the new creation, is the 
very ground of the perfecution^ 

Need we wonder, then, that ** the death of hi« 
** faints" ihould be efpecially " precious in his 
** fight ?" Their immediatfr perfccutors may feem 
to efcape ; but the guilt defcends to fucceeding 
generations. God deals with perfons, families, 
focieties and nations, in a way peculiar to bimfelf. 
There is a certain appointed meafure of iniquity 
that he allows them to fill up, before he call them 

1 3 to 
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to account. When he promifed Canaan to Abra- 
ham and his feed, he did not give them imme- 
diate pofleflion. They had to wait for about four 
hundred years for the accomplilhment of thepro- 
mife ; becaufe " the iniquity of the Amorites was 
** not yet full "." Thus God deals with wicked 
families. When they have perfecuted his fer- 
vants, he fulfils his threatening; " They (hall 
** judge thee, — after the manner of women that 
** fhed blood ; becaufe — ^blood is in their hands. 
** — ^They fliall flay their fons and their daugh* 
** ters ^.'^ In this manner did God vifit the 
blood of his fervant Naboth on the houfe of 
Ahab. For the crime of this wicked prince was 
not fimply murder, but perfecution. He flied the 
blood of Naboth, for his drift adherence to the 
divine precept, in refufing to fell, or to exchange, 
his inheritance p. The vengeance overtook Jeho- 
ram in the portion of Naboth, in that very field 
which his father had procured for himfelf by the 
murder of a righteous man. 

So ftriking was this difpenfation of providence, 
that it forcibly brought to the recolledion of the 
wicked Jehu the predidion delivered by Elijah, 
which he repeated to his captain in thefe words ; 
" Surely I have feen yefterday the blood of Na- 
'' both, and the blood of his fons, faith the Lord ;' 
" and I will requite thee in this plat, faith the 
« Lord ^.'' Manafleh " flied innocent blood very 
"much, till he had filled Jerufalem from one 

" end 

n Gen. xv. 16: o Ezck. xiiil 45-^7. p » Kings xxi. 1. 3. comp. 
LcT. x»v. ty 15. ; Numb, xxxvi. tf.— 9. q 2 King! ix. ai. a4..^6. 
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"end to another f/' This God vifited on the 
third generation^ of his pofterity ; and not on 
them only, but on the whole nation. For as 
they had fuffered themfeltes to be feduced by 
him, '^ to do more evil than did the nations 
" whom the Lord deftroyed before the children 
" of Ifrael * ;'' God viewed them as having made 
the blood -guiltinefs of Manafieh their own, be- 
caufe they ufed no proper means for the preven- 
tion or reftraint of this atrocious wickednefs. -The 
Chaldeans were fent againft Judah '^ to deflroy 
" it ;" and this is the reafon aifigned : ** Surely 
** at the commandment of the Lord came this 
" upon Judah, to remove them out of his fight, 
*' for the fins of Manafleh, according to all that 
" he did ; and alfo for the innocent blood that 
"he ihed, : — which the Lord would not par* 
" don ^'' 

Thus did the Jews, who rcjeded the Son of 
God, " fill up the toeafure of their fathers,'* as 
he forewarned them : " Behold, I fend unto you 
" prophets, and wife men, and fcribes, and fome 
" of them ye fhall kill and crucify, and fome of 
" them fhall ye fcourge in your fynagogues, and 
*• perfecute from city to city : that upon you may 
" come all the righteous blood flied upon the 
" earth, from the blood of Abel linto the blood of 
" Zacharias.^-Verily I fay imto you, all thefe 
" things Ihall come upon this generation "." Ma- 
ny of their predecefibrs had been feverely punifh- 

I4 ed 

n Rings »i. 1 5. s 2 Rings isi. 9. t a King^^cxiii. 16, ; xxiv. 
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ed for this very crime. But the punifliment due 
to them as a nation had been ftill in a great inea- 
fare deferred. This generation killed the Mr, 
and thus explieitlj fet the feal of their approba- 
tion to all that their fathers had done to the y^r- 
vants \ They murdered the great Prophet of the 
Church, khd thuS pradically vindicated the con- 
dufi: of their anceflors, in ihedding the blood of 
his meflengers. They killed '' the juft One," 
*nd brought on themfelves the guilt of all the 
righteous blo6d formerly flied. God was there- 
fore to vifit them with as much ^verity, as if he 
had never before made inquifition for biood« As 
their guilt was accumulated from one generation 
to another, their punifhment was to be unexam- 
pled. He would profecute his tonttoveriy with 
them, with as great feverity as was poffible, with- 
out utterly deftroying them as a people. Hence 
the apoftle Paul gives this account of their fin 
and punifhment : They ^ both kiUed the Lord 
" Jefus, and their own prophets, and haV« perfe- 
" cttted us ;— -to fill vtp their fins alway : for,'* ot 
therefore " the wtath is cotbe upbn theoi to die 
'* uttenftdl y.'' » 

A 

z Mat iii. 35.— 4«* y X ThdC ii. 15, itf. 

• The obfcrvations of a very f mincnt Urrft*r, Oh thfc ptiliHel piflage;, 
Vakt ki. 50, 51., itttkrvt our attfentien. " Thftrt is in thii Mmmiiiatioa 
an appearance of feverity beyond the rule eftablilhed, £zod. zz. 5.-*-Hen 
the vengeance and punifhment due unto the fins of an hundred genera- 
tions, if threateti^d to be fnHided m that ^Hitch was |»re^ent>^Th^ cafe 
liere is particuiar. That in the Command refpedls the common cafe of 
•11 falfe worfliippers, and their poilerity ; but this refpedh the perfecution 
unto blood «n^ death of the tme worlbippen of Ooi. N<^> though 

God 
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A fimiiar account is given of the guilt and vi- 
fitation of Rome. In anfwer to the cry of " the 
** fouls o£ them that were flain* for the word of 
•* God,'' during the heathen perfecutions, it is 
fold, that ^ they fhould reft yet for a little fea- 
** fon, until their fellow-fervants alib^ and their 
** brethren, that fhould be killed as they were, 
•* fhould be fulfilled ^'^ This undoubtedly re- 
fp6d:& thofe that were to fufier under Rome enti^ 
chriflian. The guilt is reprefented as one ; fo al- 

fo 

Ood be tvry much provoked with the fins of falfe WQrihipper8» yet be 
eta either bemr with tbem, or pftTs over their fins with leflcr panifluaenU, 
or tt leaft Ibr a losg fetfoQ ; but when the/ come t« perfecution, and the 
blood of thera who worDiip htm in ())irit ftnd in tmtb^ in his appointed 
finifbn be will not (psre them ; their own, Mid the ioiqoities of their pre- 
deceflbrs ihall be avenged on theoa, which will be the end of the aoti* 
cfariftian church fiate, after all its prefcnt triumph. 

** AU thofe who, from the beginning of the world, fnffered unto bloo2 
on the accovnt of religion, fufered in the cmi/e o/Cbri/i, for their faith in 
him, and ceufcffioo of him ; namcljr, as he was promifed unto the Church. 
Unto him and his office did Abel, By faith, bear teliimony, in the bloody 
£u;iifice chat he ofcned. So it is Ijdd that MoCei, in his dm^er for IdUiDf 
the Egyptian, bare *' the reproach of Chrift,'* becaufe he did it in faith of 
the promifed feed, which was Chrift. They were therefore all flain in the 
rtoibof Chrift; and wherets this generation was to flay Chrift himielf» 
ttd did f9, they did therein approve of, and jnfti^y all the blood. that waa 
(hcd from the foundation of the world ; and made themfelve s yxfk\f liable 
unto the poniflunent due unto it. Hence our Saviour tells them f , that 
they, the ima of that generation, flew Zechariafc, who was a^nally dain 
many hundred yean before. 

•< - W hen a ^nful church and people have pafled the utmoft bounds 
of divine patience and forbearance, they ihall fall into ihch ohominabU 
trpmgfint and provocations, as fliall render the ntmoft tengeance beneath 
dieir deferts. So Jofephus affirms of this generation, after they had rej«dl:- 
ed and flato the Lord Chrift, that they fell into fach an hell of provoking 
aboahMtioatf that *' if theHomans had not come and deftroyed them, God * 
.** wovld hiffa Cent fire and briaiftane apoti them from heaven, as he did on 
" Sodom."— Owen's Homble Teftimony onto the Geodneli and Severity 
^God, p.a,— 4. 

t Mat w^bL 3$. t RcT. ^ ^-.tr. 
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fp is the vengeance. As the church €f Rome 
hath adopted almoft all the idolatries of that hea- 
thenifm which preceded her, only with a change 
of names, whence her members are called the 
Gentiles » ; flie hath alfo in another refpeft ap- 
propriated the guilt of Rome heathen as her own, 
by carrying on the fame accurfed work of perfe- 
cuting the faints. Therefore it is faid ; " In her 
** was found the blood of prophets, and of faints, 
** and of all that were flain on the earth ^.'' The 
blood of all that have been flain on the earth, 
that is, for the fake of religion, is afcribed to 
her ; becaufe the greateft part of it has been 
flied either by her immediate agency, by her in- 
iligation, or in confequence of adhering to her 
bloody principles. But perhaps the eartb here 
denotes the extent of the Roman empire ; as the 
term is moft generally ufed in this prophecy. 
And indeed, there has fcarcely been any blood 
Ihed within the limits of the empire, whatever 
has been the pretence, that may not be traced to 
the flcirts of this harlot. Even thofe wars, which 
have not been waged exprefsly under the pre- 
tence of religion, have generally been owing to 
her deteftable policy, to the influence of her prin- 
ciples as intoxicating the nations, or to the fecret 
machinations of her members. 

V. The punifliment with which God vifits chif- 
dren, for the iniquity of their fathers, is not merely 
of a temporal kind. Not to mention other con- 

fiderations^ 

% Rev. ml. »« - b Rev. xviii. 94. 
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fideratlotis, this appears from the contraft Hated 
in the threatening. Surely, the mercy which 
God keeps for thoufands is not confined to this 
life : and it is not natural to think, that the judg- 
ment oppofed to it fhould be limited in this man- 
ner. But God does not condemn any to eternal 
punifhment, properly and immediately on the 
ground of thofe iniquities which their fathers 
have committed. The utmoft we can fuppofe is, 
that as the punifliment of guilty parents, he with- 
holds from their children that grace which he is 
under no obligation to confer on any, leaves them 
to the workings of their own corruptions, and 
thus fuffers them to imitate the wicked 'conduft 
of their parents. At length the fentence of his 
wrath goes forth againft them, as having made 
the fins of their fathers their own. To this pur- 
pofe that man of God, Calvin, exprefles his fenti- 
ments : " If the whole nature of man deferves 
" condemnation, we are aflured that deflrudion 
" is prepared for thofe from whom God with- 
" holds his grace. They notwithftanding perifh 
" by their own iniquity, not by any unjuft ha- 
^ tred on the part of God. Nor is there any room 
" left for demanding, why they are not aided by 
♦* the faving grace of God, as well as others. — If 
" the vifitation, of which we fpeak, is fulfilled, 
•* when the Lord removes from the pofterity of 
" the wicked his grace, the light of his truth, and 
" the other means of falvation ; fo that the chil- 
" dren, blinded, and deferted of him, tread in the 
** footfteps of their parents, they fuftain the curfe 

^'on 
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** on account of paternal iniquities ; but in their 
"being fubjeded to temporal miferies, and at 
" length to eternal deftrudion^ they are thus pu- 
" nifhed by the righteous judgment of God, not 
^ for the fins of others, but for their own ^.*' The 
obfervations of that eminent light of our own 
land, Durham, merit our particular attention* 
They contain an anfwer to this queftion. ^ How 
" doth God reach childiren with eternal plagues 
" for their parents^ fins ? Anfw. He doth it cer- 
" tainly, and he doth it juftly : therefore the chil-, 
" dren muft not only be confidered as gfuilty, but 
" as guilty of the fins of their parents, which wc 
•* may thus conceive ; i. As to the child of a 
'* wicked parent, lying in natural corruption, God 
" denieth and withholdeth his renewing and 
" rdbraining grace which he is not obliged to 
" confer ; and the Lord in this may refped the 
" parents' guilt juftly, 2. When grace is denied, 
** then foUoweth the temptation of 'the parents' 
" pradice ; the devil ftirring up to the like fin, 
" 2saA. they furthering their children to wicked- 
^* nefs by their example, advice, authority, &c. 
" So that it Cometh to pafs in God's jttftice, that 
" they arc given up to vent their natural cor- 
** ruption in thefe ways, and fo come, as it is 
"Pfal, xlix. I3,, to approve their parents' fay- 
" ings. 3. Upon this foUoweth God's cafting 
" the child, now guilty of his parent's faults, in- 
^^ to eternal perdition with him : and that this is 
^< the meaning of the threatening, will appear by 

"the 

C Inftimt. lib. ti. cap. 8. L ao. 
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*' the examples of God's jufltice in this matter, 
•* when wicked parents have children that are not 
•* fo much miferahle in Regard of temporal things ; 
** as they are wicked, curfdd, and plagued with 
** ungodlinefs^ So were Cain's children, fo were 
^ the children of Ham, and fo ^ere Efau's j who 
" were all for a long time profperous in the world, 
" but following their father's fins, (a main part of 
** their curfe), God afterward vifited them on 
** them, with fad temporal judgments alfo^." 

The learned Dr Barrow, although adhering tp 
a different fyftem, expreffes himfelf on this fub- 
jed, in language much of the fame import. He 
extends the vifitation to fpiritual, as well as tem- 
poral, judgments;, declaring it to be the mean- 
ing of the threatening, that on account of the fins 
of anceftors, God " will withdraw his free fa- 
" vours from" their children. ** That meafure 
" of grace and indulgence," he fubjoins, " which 
" otherwife the fon of fuch a perfon (had he not 
" been a great traitor againft God) might accord- 
" ing to the general courfe of God's goodnefs 
" hare received, the which might have more ef- 
" feftually reftrained him from fin, and confe- 
** quently have prevented his guilt and his pu- 
"nilhment, God may well (in confiftence with 
•* his juuice and goodnefs, to manifeft his detef- 
** tation of heinous wickednefs), withhold from 

••him^-'* 

VI. The 



A Expofit. Ten Commandments, p. rty. 
t ^pofttion of the Decalogue^ p. 400, 4«i. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



142 INIQUITIES OF THE FATHERS 

VI. The juftice of this procedure is admitted^ 
according to the received principles of equity a- 
mong men. In almoft all nations, it is accounted 
juft that children fhould fuffer for the crimes of 
their parents. Debts defcend with property ; and 
he who intermeddles with the property, is legally 
confidered as ferving himfelf heir to all the debt 
attached to it. Now, he who imitates, who juf- 
tifies, or who does not iincerely confefs and be- 
wail the iniquity of his fathers, in like mannec 
ferves himfelf heir to all the debt of guilt which 
they have contraded towards God. Is it juft in 
man to fet fo fevere a ftigma on treafon and fome 
other crimes deeply affeding fociety, as to de- 
prive the children, although perfonally innocent, 
of both the honours and the eftates enjoyed by 
their parents, and other wife legally defcending to 
them ? and Ihall we fuppofe that fin, as commit- 
ted againft the Judge of the univerfc, is of fo 
much lefs importance, as to refufe to him the 
right of punifliing it in a fimilar manner ? 

So far from quarrelling with the juftice of God, 
fliould we not rather admire his longfuffering and 
mercy in this procedure ? Often he delays pu- 
niftim^nt from one generation to another, giving 
time for confideration and repentance. If ** the 
" heart of the fons pf men is fully fet in them to 
" do evil, becaufe fentence agajnft an evil work is 
" not executed fpeedily," the blame is wholly 
their own, not God's. The riches of his goodnefs 
fliould produce an effedl diredtly contrary j for it 
*' leads to repentance.'' 

It 
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It would feem, that at times God punilhes the 
jreligious children of the wicked, for the fins of 
their parents ; hut eventually for their good, both 
for time and for eternity. For the fins of Jero- 
boam, God had threatened to " take away thcf 
" remnant of his houfe, as a man taketh away 
'* dung, till it be all gone." When Abijah, the 
pious fon of fo wicked a 'father, fell fick, God 
would not fpare his life, becaufe of the vengeance 
he had denounced. But his afiliftion, we may be af- 
fured from the tenor of the divine condud: to all the 
heirs of falvation, was overruled in fubferviency 
to his eternal good. And even an early death 
was to him converted into a blefling in a tempo- 
ral refped ; as he was faved irom the violence 
and ignominy that awaited all the reft of Jero- 
boam's feed. It was therefore foretold concern- 
ing him : " He only of Jeroboam Ihall come to 
" the grave, becaufe in him there is found fome 
" good thing toward the Lord God of Ifrael in 
** the houfe of Jeroboam ^.'' 

Here I Ihall only add, that in Scripture we 
have various examples of God's vifiting the ini- 
quities of one or more individuals, if not duly pu- 
nifhed, on a whole fociety. This was the cafe as 
to the tranfgreflion of Achan, and of Korah. This 
may affift us in thinking of divine juftice, as dif- 
played in vifiting the iniquities of fathers on their 
children. For there is an analogy between the 
one and the other. A fociety, prefently exifting, 
is viewed as if individually one, becaufe the vari- 
ous 

f X Kings xiv. 1. 10.— 13. 
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ous members have' one common centre of union, 
are all parts conftituting one whole, and form one 
body in a civil or religious refpe<5t. A family or 
nation is alfo viewed as one, in its fucceiBve ge- 
nerations ; both becaufe of their natural relations, 
parents being continued in their pofterity ; and 
alfo becauf? of their colledivc unity, as they ftill 
conftitute the fame body, notwithftanding thf 
change of individuals. 

I fhall now confider fome objedions that have 
been made to this dodtrine. 

I. It hath been objeded, that it cannot be true, 
becaufe it would imply a contradidion in tl^ lan- 
guage of Scripture ; efpecially as it is faid, " The 
'* foul that finneth, it Ihall die ; the fon Ihall not 
*^ bear the iniquity of the father g." But there 
is no contradiftion between this and the precept. 
The fon here meant is not a wicked perfon ; but 
one who, being come to years^of difcretion, dif- 
approves and forfakes the unrighteous way of his 
fsL^tr. For it is declared ; " When the fon hath 
^' done that which is lawful and right, and hath 
^' kept all my ftatutes, and hath done them, he 
*^ ihall furely live ^." Now, the threatening add- 
ed to die fecond commandment refpeds not righ- 
teous children, but thofe who, choofing and con- 
tinuing in the wicked ways of their fathers, plain-^ 
ly declare that they are ** haters of God :" and^ 
^s has been feen, although others have been pu- 

niihedi 

g Ezek. jHttii* so; h V^r. 19. 
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nilhed, this is not the ordinary tenor of ptoviden- 
tial difpenfations. 

It muft alfo be obferved, that here a reply is 
made to the unjuft and infolent caVils df an obdu-^ 
rate people* They prefumptuoufly alleged, that 
God*^ wa/s were not equal. Aflerting their own 
innocence, they pretended, that all the punilh- 
ment brought on them as a nation, efpecially in 
their captivity, was for the iniquities of their fa- 
thers. Hence it became a proverb with them> 
" The fathers have eaten four grapes, and the 
" children's teeth are fet on edge^" To illu- 
ftrate the jufticeof his procedure, God informs 
them, that he fhould proportion their punifbment 
to their perfonal crimes. Here, then, God does 
not deny his right to vifit the iniquities of the fa- 
thers ppon the children; but declares, that in 
dealing with this people^ for fome time at lead, 
he was willing to proceed with them, as if fuch a 
threatening had never been made. He does not 
tell what he might do, in ftri<ft juftice ; but what 
he would do in faft, to filence their charges of in- 
juftice. This is not the promulgation of a ftanding 
law, but of a temporary difpenfation for a parti- 
cular reafon. It is an anfwer to the prefumptuous 
query of the Jews, " Doth not the fon bear the 
" iniquity of the father ^ ?" This anfwer at the 
fame time feems to intimate, that although in 
their prefent punifhment, God had " recompenfed * 
" into their bofoms their iniquities, and the ini- 
" quities of their fathers together,'' yet as far as^ 
Vol. II. K adults 

i Esek. XYiti. 2. 25. i^. k Ver. 19. 
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adults at leaft were concerned, they fuflfered ao 
more than they would have done according to the 
demerit of their own crimes. They thought they 
were themfelves innocent ; but they had made 
the iniquities of their fathers their own, by tread- 
ing in their ftcps, 

2. It has been afierted, that this kind of punifh- 
ment was peculiar to the old difpenfation, and 
that it is abolifhed imder the new. It has been 
faid by one learned writer, that " this puniih- 
" ment was only to fupply the want of a future 
" ftate ;" and that this " is evident from hence, 
** that towards the conclufion of this extraordi* 
" nary economy, when God, by the later prophets, 
" reveals his purpofe of giving them a new dif- 
** penfation, in which a future ftate of reward and 
** puniihment was to be brought to light, it is 
*' then declared in the moft exprefs manner, that 
♦* he will abrogate the law of punifhing children 
** for the crimes of their parents. Jermniah, fpeak- 
** ing of this new difpenfation, fays : *• In tboji 
" days, they fliall fay no more, The &thers have 
^^ eaten a four grape, and the children's teeth are 
" fet on edge : but every o«^ Jhall die far bis 
^* own iniquity, every man that eateth the fi)ur 
^* grape, his teeth fhall be fet on edge. Behold 
'^ the days come, faith the Lord, that I will make 
** a new covenant with the boufe of Ifrael, — not 
" according to the covenant that I made with 
"their fathers V &c. The author referred to 

alfo 

1 Wuburton's JDiTJne Legation, ToLiv. pt 337« dec. 
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I 

alfo quotes that paflkge from £zekie}^ which we 
have already confidered. 

. This ingenious writer has ind^d ftrained every 
nerve, in order to ftiew that there was no revela- 
tion of a future ilate under the Mofaic difpenfa- 
tiou. But on this point, fuffice it to fay, that all 
the learning he has difplayed is hut a mere wafte 
of words, as long as we have thq reafoning of 
Chrift with the Sadducces, in proof of the doc- 
trine of a refurreftiop, from the language of God 
to Mofes \ While the foundation of his fyftem is 
falfe, it is impoflihle that the fuperilrudure fhoul4 
be folid. 

That thefe words, " The days come, — that I 
" will make a new coVenant with the houfe of 
" Ifrael," refer to the New Tefl;ament, there is 
no ground to doubt ; becaufe they are thus ap- 
plied by an infpired apoftle. But there is not the 
fame evidence as to the words preceding K All 
that certainly appears is, that they immediately 
refer to the days fucceeding the captivity, and 
the reftoration of the Jews to their own land ; 
. when they fhould not coipplain, as formerly, that 
they fuflfered for the iniquity of their fathers, be- 
caufe a great portion of the deferved punifhment 
fliould be inflided on them in the furnace of Ba- 
bylon. There is no reference in the eighteenth 
chapter of Ezekiel to the gofpel difpenfatioru . 
There is nothing that carries forward the decla- 
ration, on which the obje<ftion is founded, to the 
New Teftament. God evidently fpeaks of hip 
condud towards the very fame people, who had 

K 2 agcufed 

k Luke jx* 37, 38. \ Jer. zsxi. a^, 30. 
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accufed him of injuftice. He fpeaks of it as what 
fliould take place, not in any future age, but fronj 
that day forward : ** As I live, faith the Lord. 
" God, ye fhall not have occafion any more to ufc 
** this proverb in Ifrael '".'* 

It muft be acknowledged, however, that the 
paflage in Jeremiah has been underftood, by fome 
of the warmeft friends of the doftrines of the gof- 
pel, as refpedling New-Teftament times, and as 
denoting the greater mildnefsof this difpenfation. 
According to the general tenor of the Mofaic eco- 
nomy, indeed, God a6ted with far more feverity. 
" Every tranfgrcffion received a juft recompence 
** of reward.'* This threatening, among others, 
was Aecuted with more rigour and frequency ; 
and the tokens of divine difpleafure were of a 
more fenfible and ftriking kind. As temporal re- 
wards were more fuitable to the charadter of the 
difpenfation, fo were temporal punifhments ; when 
the eternal ftate was more obfcurely revealed, and 
to be difcemed efpeciaUy through a multitude of 
fliadows. But although the threatening is not 
executed with the fame feverity, it is not therefore 
aboliftied : although the punifhment is not fo ftri- 
king to the fenfes, under theNewTeftament, it will 
not follow that it was therefore peculiar to the Old. 
Even admitting that this declaration, " The fon 
•* fhall not bear the iniquity of the father,*^ refers 
to the New Teftament, it will not follow, that the 
threatening affixed to the fecond commandment 
is abrogated. For with equal propriety, accord- 
ing 

sn £sek. xviii. y 
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ing to this rigid mode of interpretation, it might 
be inferred, that under this new difpenfation no 
man's own fins fliall be imputed to him : becaufe 
it follows, " I will remember their fin no more",*' 
It might be argued with confiderable appearance 
of truth, that if both expreflions refer to the New 
Teftament, both muft refpedt the fame pcrfons ; 
and that thefe are fuch only as are truly forgiven 
of God : and therefore that it no more prbves 
that God will not punifh the iniquities of fathers 
on their children, than it proves that he will not 
punifli fin at all. 

I fliall only add, that Chrift and his own pro- 
phets muft certainly agree. What they fay, there- 
fore, muft be underftood in imifon with his- de- 
nunciation againft the Jews, which we have al*- ♦ 
ready confidered, that upon them ftiould " come 
** all the righteous blood fhed on the earth.*' This 
vifitatioii hath undoubtedly taken place during 
the new difpenfation. And fimilar is the ven- 
geance he hath denounced againft Rome. Have 
we not feen it awfully executed in our ^own day ? . 
What idea can we form of the dreadful deluge of 
blood in a neighbouring country, but that it is 
the vengeance of Jehovah, the vengeance of hia 
temple ? If ever any people have had ^* blood to 
** drink,'^ this undoubtedly has bee^ theijr portion. 
Had we exaft regifters of families, we fliould fee, I 
am perfuaded, the awful retributions of juftice to 
fucceeding generations, and the fins moft legibly 
expreffed in the circumftances of the punifliment. 

K3 Thi$ . 

n Jcr. XXV. Sf • 
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This vengeance has eminently purfued the royal 
£tmily. On the devoted head of an unfbrttmate 
prince, have the crimes of his fathers, and efpe- 
cially of that vain-glorious tyrant and cruel perfe- 
cutor Louis XIV^ been vifited. " What,*^ may 
it be faid, *^ was he not lefs guilty, nay, a more 
** amiable man, and a better pirince, than the moft 
^* of hiis predeceffors ?" We admit it. Bat fuch 
is the myfterious nature of the divine difpenfa- 
tion. The wicked Ahab was fpared, and Jeho- 
ram fufiered, who, although he wrought evil, did 
not do fo *^ like his father, and like his mother ^" 
Jeroboam, that great tranfgreflbr, was fuffered to 
die in peace ^ and the vengeance laid hold of his 
pofterity, although not fo infamous as he for per- 
•fonal iniquity. Let it be admitted, that the ene- 
mies of Louis had no right to take his life ; this 
does not alter the charafter of the puniflinlent, as 
proceeding from the Supreme Judge. It is per- 
ieftly confiftent'With his fpotlefs holinefs, to cm- 
ploy even f* the wrath of man.'* He hath ♦* crea- 
V ted the waiter to dcftroy.'* He, who raifed up 
% Jehu againft the houfe of Ahab, luth raifed up 
wicked and bloodthirfty men as the inftruments 
of his vengeance againft the houfe of Bourbon. 
Louis XVI. did not flied the blood of the faints. 
He even manifeftied a fpirit of toleration. But he 
Was not bumbled on account of that iniquity com- 
mitted by his anccftors. Although he did not 
work evil like unto them, he « clave to the fins of 
f* Jeroboam/' by retaining « the mark of the 

« beaft/' 

f a Kinffs lii. 9. 
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/' beaft.** He adhered to the mother of harlots, 
and thus became a " partaker of her plagues/' 

The vengeance of God hath alfo been eminent- 
ly difplajred againft the clergy of France, who 
have, in former ages, been the great inftigators 
and infbruments of the perfecution of the faints. 
As to them, there could not be a Iheral execution 
of the threatening. But God deals with focieti^s 
as with families. As parents are perpetuated in 
their pofterity, focieties, as has alrei^dy been feen, 
are viewed as ftill the fame bodies, notv&ithftand- 
ing the change of individuals. God views fuc^ 
ceffors as adopting the fins of thofe who have pre- 
ceded them, and fubjeding themfelves to the de- 
ferved puuiihment ; in as far as they adopt thofe 
very principles which have naturally produced 
fuch fins. Now, Popery is always the fame. It 
is a religion that fliall be overthrown, but can ne- 
ver be reformed. Whatever be the condu<a or 
difpofitiom of individuals, the general charader 
of her votaries is, that they ** repent not of their 
'' deeds p." 

Parents, mark what a ftriking beacon is here 
fet up to .deter you from fin. Do you love the 
fruit of your body ? Shew the fincerity of this 
love, by hating and avoiding fin ; left you fubjed 
your children to a judicial vifitation from the 
righteous Judge. Are you eager to lay up trea- 
fure for them ? Take heed that it be not a trea- 
fure of wrath. If you endeavour to accumulate 
wealth for their behoof, by unrighteous means, 

K4 you 
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you indeed leave them a wretched inheritance. 
Are you fliocked at the cruelty of thofe parents 
who of old devoted their children to the murder- 
ous Moloch ? Tremble, left you be found charge- 
able with cruelty ftill more fatal, as terminating 
in the deftrudion of their immortal fouls. 

What encouragement have you to love that 
gracious God, who " keepeth mercy for thou- 
•* fands !" Let your prayers daily reach the 
throne in behalf of your beloved children. Let 
them daily witnefs your holy converfation. Both 
may be bleffed of God, as means of their eternal 
falvation. What comfort muft it afford you, if 
you be inftrumental in bringing theni to the par- 
ticipation of that mercy which he extends to 
yourfelves 1 

Let thofe, who are the children of wicked pa- 
rents, avoid their evil example. Nor is this 
enough. The Lord requires of you, that you be 
humbled: in his fight on account of their iniqui- 
ties. He requii:es, that you Ihould come to his 
throne with this language in your lips, as pro-* 
ceeding from the heart : ** We have finned 
" with our fathers. — We lie down in our fliame, 
" and our confufion covereth us : for we have 
" finned againft the Lord our God, we and our 
" fathers, from our youth even unto this day, 
^* and have not obeyed the voice of th^ Lord out 
t^GodV? 

SECT% 

q Pfal. cyi. 6. ; Jer. iii. 15. 
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SECTION VL 



On the DeflruSliqn of the Nations of Canaan.-^ ^ 
Preliminary obfervfitkns. — This Punijhment con^ 
Jiftent with Divine Jujlice. — Contained ajignal 
difplay of Wifdom, and even of Goodnefs. — Ob^ 
jeSlions flnfwered^ ^ 

It has been commonly urgecf by Deifts, as a 
powerful argument againft the truth of the Old 
Teftament, that it is utterly ineonceivable that 
God fhould enjoin the Ifraelites to exterminate 
the nations of Canaan. The idea, it has been 
feid, is totally irreconcilable with divine juftice, 
and with the other perfedions of Deity, Hence 
it has been inferred, that God never gave any 
fuch command ; and of confcquence, that thoife 
writings, in which it is afcribed to him, ttiuft be 
a grofs impofition upon mankind. 

But let us attend to the primary faft. Thefe 
nations were either deftroyed, in part at leaft, by 
the Ifraelites, or they were not. It is fcarcely 
fappofable, that any will adopt the latter hypo- 
thefis. How can it otherwife be imagined, that 
the Ifraelites got poffeflion of the country former- 
ly belonging to the Canaanit^s ? That the Ifrael- 
ites were not the firft inhabitants, appears unde- 
niable^ 
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niable, not only from the conftant acknowledg- 
ment of this people, but from various veftiges iu 
profane hiftory. Some of thefe have been for- 
merly confidered. Were it neceflary, a variety 
of others might be produgeA, According to Pro- 
copiuSy a celebrated writer of the fixth century, 
many of the Girgafhites, Jebufites, and other Ca- 
naanitifh nations, fettled at Tingis, now Tangier, 
in Africa. " There," he fays, " nigh a large 
^ fountain, appear two pillars of white ilone, ha- 
** ting this infcription engraved on them in Phe- 
*' nician charaders, fVe are thofe who fled from 
*• the face of Jojbua^ the fon of Nave, the rob- 
ber \^^ Whatever may be thought of this in* 
fcription, his teilimony with refped to Canaan- 
ites fettling in that part of the country. Is con- 
firmed by different writers. Auguftine, Bifhop of 
Hippo in Africa, teftifies, that " if any of the 
** boors in the neighbourhood of Hippo or Car- 
*' thage was aflced who he was, or of what coun- 
** try, he anfwered that he was a Canaaaite n**^ 
Eufebius alfo aflerts, that the Canaanites, who 
were routed by Jofliua, led colonies into Africa, 
and fettled at Tripoli ^ Even Mela the geogra- 
pher, who flouriihed in the reign of Claudius Cae- 
far, and who had been bom in the neighbourhood 
of Tingis, admits that the Tingitanians were Phc- 
nicians". This I need fcarcely fay, was the 
name by which the inhabitants of Paleftine were 
generally known among other nations. The Greek 

poet 

j» Vandafic lib. t. ^ t A]i. Boclurti Cluuiua. lib. i. c. t4. 
t Gltf^n. lib. ». tt Geog. lib. it. c. 5. 
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poet Nonnusy frohi fome authors whofe works are 
now lofty aflures us, that Cadmus the Phenician 
made a very fuccefsfid expedition into tbefe parts 
of Africa. ^ Philiftus of Syracufe, a writer of 
^ good authority, who lived above three hundred 
** and fifty years before Chrift, relates, that the 
** firft traces of Carthage, were owing to Zorus 
** and Charchedon, two Tyrians or Phenicians, 
** thirty years before the deftrudion of Troy, ac- 
^* cording to Eufebius ^.'* 

If it be admitted that the Jfraelites deftroyed 
or expelled the Canaanites, fo as to get pofleffioU 
of the principal part of their land ; to every can* 
did inquirer, it will appear neceflary to adopt the 
fcriptural narrative of this conqueft as the only 
true one. For, if this be tejeded, it feems im- 
poffible to form any hypothefis on this fubjeft 
that will even have the air of probability. 

It cannot be fuppofed that the Ifraelites van- 
qnifhed the Canaanites from their fuperior brave- 
ly oiP fldll in the ufe of arms. For although 
every other nation hath difcovered the greateft 
reludance to renounce any portion of military 
glory, to which either in former or later times they 
could exhibit any claim, the Ifraelites have ftill 
fcfcribed their viftories on this cccafion to divine 
power. However xealous for the honour of their 
anceftors, they have faid in all their fucceeding 
generations ; *' We have heard with our ears, O 
** God, our fathers have told us, what work thou 
^* didft in their days, in the times of old. How 

" thou 
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<* thou didft drive out the heathen with thy hand, 
** and plantedft them ; how thou didft afflid the 
*' people, and caft them out. For they got not 
" the land in poffeffion by their own fword, nei* 
** ther did their own arm fave them : but thy 
*^ right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy 
^* countenance, becaufe thou hadft a favour imto 
** them^/* Not one of their writers, in a fingle 
inftance, attempts to ingratiate himfelf with his 
nation, by employing any other language. This 
condud, fo diredly contrary to that of every other 
people, nay, to the fixed principles of human na- 
ture, manifefts the fulleft and moft impreffive con- 
vidion of the truth of what they affert. 

It is irrational, indeed^ to fuppofe that the If- 
raelites fliould be equal to the Canaanites in mi- 
litary power. The former, it is admitted on all 
hands, were in a ftate of flavery in Egypt. The 
Ifraelites themfelves acknowledge, that they were 
afraid to encounter the Canaanites, becaufe they 
were mightier than they ; that they murmiKcd at 
the report of the fpies who were fent to view the 
land ; that they refufed to enter into it ; and 
that on this account God* deftroyed them in the 
wildernefs. 

No one, furely, will venture to affert, that the 
Ifraelites overpowered the Canaanites in confe- 
quence of their fuperiority as to numbers. An 
undifciplined multitude could have done little-a- 
gainft a variety of nations fo inured to war, as to 
Jiave chariots of iron, and, according to the ftrong • 

metaphore 
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metaphors commonly ufed in the languages of the 
Eafl, " cities walled to heaven." But fo far were 
the Ifraelites from furpaffing their enemies in num- 
ber, that they bore no proportion to them in this 
refpeft. 

It has been fooliflily faid, that " we read in the 
•* books afcribed to Mofes, Jofhua, &c. that the 
** Ifraelites came hyjleahb upon whole nations of 
" people \" But nothing of this nature is faid 
in any of thefe books. Nor was it poflible that 
" whole nations of people'* could have been over- 
come by the Ifraelites in this manner. Had they 
fucceeded in fubduing one city or one nation by 
Health, the reft would undoubtedly have taken 
the alarm, and prepared to defend themfelves. 

As it thus appears that the Ifraelites could not 
be indebted, for their conqueft of Canaan, to fu- 
periority in military prowefs, or in numbert, or 
to any fuccefsful ftratagem ; and that they have 
ftill afcribed it to the power of God ; it follows 
that the account given in Scripture of this con- 
queft cannot be reafonably rejedled. We have 
formerly confidered the prefervation of the Gi- 
beonites to a late period in the Jewifti hiftory, as 
a ftanding teftimony of the truth of thofe wonder- 
ful faifts which are recorded in the books of Mofes 
and Jofhua. Their prefervation may particularly 
be viewed as a ftriking proof that the Ifraelites 
afted by the authority of God in deftroying the 
Canaanites ; as they formed a part of one of the 
feven nations faid to be devoted to deftrudtion. 

Before 
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Before particularly enteriog oa the confidera* 
tion of the objedions n^ade to this part of the Sa^ 
cred Hiftory, I {hall premife a few things, which 
may tend to refcue this injun<^ion from the falfc 
and invidious light in which it has been exhibit 
ted. 

Firft, This deftrudion was ajnply merited. The 
crimes of the devoted nations were very heinous. 
Adultery, inceft, fodomy, and beftiality prevailed 
among them^ They not only worfliipped a great 
multitude of ftrange gods^ but offered human fa* 
crifices. In the blindefs and cruelty of their ido- 
latry, they facrificed their own children y. Their 
crimes were highly aggravated- It would feem 
that they had rapidly corrupted themfelves. So 
late as the period of Abraham's fojouming in Ca- 
naan, many of its inhabita^its appear to have wor- 
ihipped the true God. Among thefe we may 
reckon, not only Melchizedek king of Salem, 
but Abimelech king of Gerar ^ It is natural to 
think that their people adhered to the fame wor- 
fliip. They had enjoyed many mercies* Abra- 
ham, Lot, Ifaac and Jacob fojourned sunong them* 
They had the benefit of their example, inftruc- 
tions and reproofs. Thefe patriarchs frequently 
changed their fituation. Thi» might be ordered 
in Providence, not merely to remind themfelves 
that they were ouly pilgrims, but that the bene* 
fit already mentioned might be more extenfivcly 
diffiifed among the inhabitants of that country* 

fiut 
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But they defpifed their mercy. Nor did they 
take warning from the awful punilhment of the 
cities of the plain, although this punifhment was 
inflided for the commiffion of a crime common a- 
inong themfelves. God exercifed his long-foffering 
towards fome^of thefe nations for more than four 
centuries, after they were greatly corrupted. He 
would not caft them out of Canaan, till their ini^ 
fuity was full^ not even to make way for the feed 
of Abraham ^ 

Secondly, This deftrudion was limited. The If- 
raelites had no authority to deftroy any of the 
heathen nations, except thofe feven particularly 
mentioned. They were to oflfer peace to others, 
and could only make them tributaries \ The in- 
offenfiye condudk of the Ifraelites, indeed, to fer 
veral other nations, affords a ftrong collateral proof 
that they adied under a divine command in what 
they did to the feven nations of Canaan. Can it 
be accounted for on natural principles, that they 
(hould have quietly paffed by other nations, whom 
they could as eafily have conquered, as fer as na- 
tural ftrcngth was concerned, nay more eafily; 
nations, for whom they had no partiality; from 
whom indeed they had received fuch provoca- 
tion, as is generally reckoned a fufBcient reafon 
fbr hoftility; whereas the Canaanites had done 
them no injury whatfoever ? ' Were the Ifraelites 
fo bloody a race ; and how did they fpare the 
Moabites and Ammonites, who not only refufed 
them a paflage through their lands but hired 

Balaam 
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-Balaam to curfe them ^ ? Whence did they dif- 
cover no inclination to avenge themfelves on the 
children of Edom, although the latter would not 
fufFer them to pafs through their territories, where 
they offered to pay for every thing they needed ; 
and even came out againil them in a hofiile man- 
ner « ? Thefe circumftances are totally irrecon- 
cilable, not merely with the character given to 
the Ifraelites by the enemies of religion, but with 
their conduft towards the Canaanites ; unlefs we 
receive the Volution given in their own fcriptures, 
that they aded under the influence of a prohi- 
bition in the one cafe, and obeyed an exprefs com- 
mand in the other. No provocation could give 
them a warrant to injure thefe nations. For God 
had faid j " Diftrefs not the Moabites, neither 
" contend with them in battle ; for I will not 
^ give thee of their land for a poffeffion, becaufo 
** I hwe given Ar unto the children of Lot for a 
" poffeffion. — ^Thou art to pafs through Ar, the 
" coafl of Moab this day. And when thou co- 
** mefl nigh over againfl the children of Ammon, 
** diflrefs them not, nor meddle with them : for I 
** will not give thee of the land of the children 
" of Ammon any poffeffion, becaufe I have given 
" it unto the children of Lot for a poffeffion ^^ 
They had received fimilar inflruftions with re- 
fped to Edom. The Lord faid to Mofes> " Com- 
** mand thou the people, faying, Ye are to pafs 
*^ through the coafl of your brethren the childrenr 
•' of Efau, which dwell in Seir, and they fhall be 

" afraid 
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" afraid of you : take ye good heed unto your- 
" felves therefore. Meddle not with them ; for 
" I will not give you of their land, no not fo 
" much as a foot-breadth, becaufe I have given 
" Mount Seir unto Efau for a pofleflion. Ye fhall 
" buy meat of them for money, that ye may eat j 
" and ye fhall alfo buy water of them for money, 
" that ye may drink ^Z* Whence the difference 
of their condud to Sihon king of the Amorites ? 
They fent the fame meffage to him, when on 
their way to Canaan, which they had fent tq the 
kings of Moab and Edom. Sihon did nothing 
more than thefe other kings had done. He refu- 
fed to fuffer the Ifraelites to pafs through his land^ 
and came out againft them to battle. He even 
did lefs than the king of Moab^ He ufed no di- 
vinations againft them. But he and all his people 
were deftroyed. We can account for this dif- 
ference no other way, than by believing that the 
Ifraelites were reftrained by a divine prohibition 
in the one cafe, but not in the other. 

Thirdly, This deftrudtion was to be graduah 
Hence Mofes faid to the Ifraelites, concerning the 
devoted nations ; " The Lord thy God will put 
" out thofe nations before thee, by little and lit- 
" tie : thou mayeft not confume them at once, 
" left the beafts of the field increafe upon thee ^/' 
Here we obferve a trait of mercy not merely to 
the Ifraelites, but to the Ganaanites. Thus, an 
opportunity was left them to flee out of the land, 
if they chofe. For it would feem that the thrcat- 

VoL. II. L cned 
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ened deftrudion did not neceflarily imply a total 
extirpation of all the individuals, but might be 
viewed as truly accomplifhed with refpeft to all- 
who were driven out of the land of promife in 
whatever way. In confequence of the gradual 
execution of the fentence, time was alfo left to 
individuals to confider the wonderful works of 
the true God : and it would feem, that if they 
repented and forfook their idolatry, they would 
be fpared and admitted into communion with the 
Church, in the fame manner with Rahab and her 
father's family. 

In a word, all the cities and nations, which the 
Ifraelites deftroyed, appeared in arms againft them'. 
Not one of them made any overtures for peace, 
or teftified a wifh for it. " There was not a city 
** that made peace with the children of Ifrael, 
" fave the Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon : all 
*' other they took in battle. For it was of the 
** Lord to harden their hearts, that they Ihould 
"xome againft Ifrael in battle, that he might de- 
" ftroy them utterly, that they might have no fa- 
" vour, but that he might deftroy them, as the 
** Lord commanded Mofes '." Let us take the 
different parts of the narrative in connexion. 
They ** heard how the Lord had dried up the wa- 
** ter of the Red Sea for" the Ifraelites ^, how he 
had " dried up the waters of Jordan from before 
" them V' and knew what had happened to Je- 
richo ^. As they could not doubt the truth of 
thefe miracles, one would naturally fuppofe that 

they 
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they would have imitated the conduft of the Gi- 
beonites, and tried at leaft if the fume mercy 
would be extended to them. But fo far was this 
from being the c^fe, that a number of the kings 
of Canaan were fo exafperated againft the Gi- 
beonites for accepting of peace with Ifrael, as to 
join their forces for the exprefs purpofe of de- 
ftroying them. The king of Jerufalem fent to the 
reft, faying ; " Come up unto me, and help me, 
" that we may fmite Gibeon ; for it hath made 
" peace with Jofhua, and with the children of 
" Ifrael ".'' Greater obduracy, or more invete- 
rate enmity, can hardly be conceived. Thus they 
were ripened for dcftrudlion. Their deftrudion 
indeed is immediately afcribed to their obduracy. 
The reafon givert for their refiftahce is, that " it 
" was of the LokD to harden their hearts, — that 
** they might have no favour, but that he might 
" deftroy them,'* that is, God in righteous judg- 
ment gave them up to hardnefs of heart, as a pu- 
nilhment of their former guilt, and as a prepara- 
tive for a ftill greater puniihment ^ 

Let no one fay, " If God had devoted them to 
" deftrudion, they would certainly have been de- 
" ftroyed, whether they had hardened thcmfelves 
** or not. Suppofing fuch a purpofe, any appli- 
'* cation for mercy would have been unavailing.'* 
No one has a right to fpeak in this manner. Wc 
may fafely aflert the contrary. For fuch is the 
infeparable connexion between the puriX)fe it- 
felf> and all the circumftances leading to the exe- 

L 2 cution 
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cution of it, that it is juft as eafy to fuppofe tb6 
failure of the purpofe, as the want of one of thefe 
circu fiances. It is clear from the event, that 
thefe nations could not have been deftroyed, had 
they not hardened themfelves againft God and 
his people. For we are certain that they did thus 
harden themfelves, before they were deftroyed ; 
and therefore we no lefs certainly conclude that 
God predetermined their deftruftion only in this 
way. When we are informed that they were 
given up of God to this aftoniftiing obduracy, — 
" that they might have no favour, but that he 
'* might deftroy them ;" it is evident not only 
that their obduracy was the crowning part of their 
guilt, and that which immediately procured their 
deftruftion ; but that he denied them favour, on- 
ly as obdurate in their wickednefs. Could we for 
a moment fuppofe any circumftance different from 
what muft have been pre-ordained ; we might 
fafely infer from the language ufed, that they 
would have ** had favour,*' had they not harden- 
ed themfelves, and " come againft Ifrael in bat- 
" tie." This may be illuftrated from the exam- 
ple of the Gibeonites. They belonged to one of 
thefe nations. But they hardened not themfelves, 
fo as to war againft Ifrael ; and they obtained fa- 
vour. The deceitful means tvhich they employ- 
ed, and the error of Jolhua and the princes in not 
afking counfel of God, affed not the argument. 
It is clear from the event, not only that God had 
determined that they fhould not be deftroyed, but 
that he had determined that their fubmiffion 

ftlQUld 
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ihould be the immediate mean of their prefer- 
vation* He, who can bring good out of evil, 
overruled their falfehood and the overfight of 
the leaders, for the accomplifhment of his own 
purpofc of mercy. The contrail which we have, 
in the words above quoted, between the conduit 
of the Gibeonites and that of the other nations, 
affords no inconfiderable evidence that God, in 
his purpofe, had no lefs certainly connedted the 
prefervation of the former with their fubmiffion, 
than the deftrutftion^of the latter with their obdu- 
racy. 

I. We now proceed to vindicate the jujlice of 
God in the deftruftion of thefe nations. Their 
crimes, as we have feen, were of the deepeft 
dye. He muft be " worfc than an infidel," who 
will deny that fuch crimes merit punifliment. 
Were wicked nations fuffered to efcape with im- 
punity, how could it appear that there was ^* a 
" God who judged in the earth ?'* It is necef- 
fary that crimes, which may properly be called 
national, fhould be puniflied in time ; becaufe 
men, although exifting individually, have no na- 
tional exiftence in the eternal ftate. The crimes 
of the Canaanites were not only great, but, as we 
have alfo feen, highly aggravated ; and they had 
arrived at fuch a pitch of obduracy, that they 
paid no refpeft to the mod aftonilhing miracles. 
Their " iniquity was full." The honour of di- 
vine juftice required that their crimes Ihould be 
fignally punilhed. Their fate, accordingly, not 

L 3 only 
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only exhibited to the furrounding nations an aw- 
ful example of the neceflary connexion between 
fm and punifhment, but ftill conveys to us the 
fame important leflbn. It is, at the fame time, a 
mod ftriking emblem of the tremendous punifh- 
ment of the finally unbelieving ; and awfully pre- 
figures the juftice of God in the everlafting de- 
ftruftion of all who refufe to alk peace of the true 
Jofhua, who continue in arms againft him. Thofe 
only who are brought to enter into a league with 
him, to enter into his covenant, can be delivered 
from this deftrudion. 

As the juftice of God demands the punifliment 
of tranfgrcflbrs ; from his effential fovereigntyy 
he hath an unqueftionable right to inflid punifli- 
ment in whatever way he pleafes. Many, who 
deny the truth of revelation, admit that God 
maintains his moral government of the world by 
bringing temporal calamities on the wicked. Tliey 
acknowledge that famine, peftilence and the fword, 
are arrows in his quiver. If it be granted that 
the dcfolations of war are the tokens of divine 
vengeance, and that God overrules thefe for the 
accomplifliment of his purpofes ; it is impoffible 
to prove that he might not aftually give a corn- 
million to one people to execute the fentence of 
his wrath againft another. Deifts themfelves ad- 
mit that " God can, if he pleafes, communicate 
*' his will to man ^" If he employ the inani- 
mate and irrational creatures in fulfilling his ven- 
geance, it is no wife repugnant to reafon to fup- 

pofe 
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pofe that he may employ rational creatures in the 
fame work, in conformity to their fuperior powers, 
by exprefsly communicating to them his wilh 
He who caufes ftormy winds and noifome va- 
pours, earthquakes and volcanoes, to " fulfil the 
** voice of his word," hath an equal right to em- 
ploy rational creatures for fimilar purpofes. It is 
reafonable to fuppofe that he will employ fuch 
agents, when this method can be more fubfer- 
vient to his defigns than the operation of paC- 
five inftruments. That this was the cafe in the 
inftance under confideration, will appear after- 
wards. 

Let it be obferved in the mean time, that al- 
though the Scripture reprefents the Ifraelites as 
inftrumejits, it ftill exhibits the work as God's. 
Thus he fays to his people ; " I will deftroy all 
" the people to whom thou Ihalt come p.'' " The 
** Lord thy God fhall deliver them unto thee, 
" and fhall deftroy them with a mighty deftruc- 
" tion, until they be deftroyed ^.^ Here not on- 
ly does the Supreme Judge appear, as paffing fen- 
tence on a guUty people, over whom he had the 
moft unqueftionable dominion, and delivering thenn 
into th£ hands of another peoplq as the execu- 
tioners of his fentence ; but as fupernaturally 
enabling them, contrary to all human grounds 
of expectation, to fulfil his orders. And what is 
there ^in this, repugnant either to juftice or to 
reafon ? 

L4 Th? 
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The cireumftance of which the enemies of re* 
•velation have made the greateft handle, is that of 
children being involved in the common deftruc- 
tion. This idea, it muft be acknowledged, is re* 
volting to our feelings as men. To natural rea- 
fon it may alfo feem irreconcilable with divine 
juftice. But it is not really fo. Every one, who 
denies not a Providence, muft admit that God vi- 
fits with death thofe who have never aftually 
tranfgreffed his law. A great part of majikind die 
in infancy. Now, death is either a mercy or a 
punifhment. If a mercy to children, as fome pre- 
tend, becaufc it delivers them from the evils of 
life'; its nature cannot be changed by the manner 
in which it comes. Death, as ultimately pro- 
ceeding from the hand of God, muft be as really 
a mercy, when caufed by the deftroying fword, as 
when it is the confequence of a fever or peftilence. 
The bulk of men, however, will confider it as a 
punifhment. That.it is fo, even to infants, ap- 
pears from the fevere fufFerings to which they are 
often fubjedled before death. Both feeling and 
reafon proteft againft the abfurdity of viewing this 
as in itfelf a blefling. If, then, death be a punifh- 
ment, the fubjefts of it muft be viewed by God 
as guilty. ** Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
" do right ?*' God cannot afflict the innocent. 
The word of revelation can alone enable us to 
folve this problem. Thofe, who confider death 
as a punifhment, muft, in order to be confiftent, 
lejthcr deny a Providence, or accede to the tefti- 
fpony. of Scripture, when it informs us, that " iri 
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•* Adam all die ;" becaufe ** all have finned i^ 
/' him" as a federal head. 

The idea of God's giritig a command to the 
Ifraelites to deftroy the children of the Canaanites, 
is not more inconfiftent with his juftice, than that 
of his giving a fimilar command to any mortal 
malady. For no individual can die, without aa 
aft of the will of that God in whom we live. 
Such an exit, although more repugnant to our 
feelings, would be attended with far lefs fuffering 
than death generally is in a natural way. By in- 
volving the children, then, in a common deftruc- 
tion with their parents, it would appear, that God 
meant to give to mankind an awful difplay of his 
juftice in the punifhment pf fin, even in thofe who 
had no adlual guilt. The Ifraelites lived under ^ 
fymbolical difpenfation : and this deftrudlion was 
to them a ftriking fymbol of the evil and demerit 
of original fin. It conveys the fame important 
leflbn to us. And doubtlefs, fuch a general, fud- 
den and violent excifion teaches this important 
dodrine, in a far more affeding manner than the 
progreflivc death of individuals, according to th^ 
prdinary courfe of our fallen nature. 

II. Not only was it confiftent with the juftice 
of God to punifti thefe guilty nations, by employr 
ing another people as his inftruments ; but if we 
examine the fubjeft further, it will appear that 
be fignally difplayed his wifdom in adopting thi$ 
l^thod. 
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He could not more effedually teftify, to the fur- 
rounding nations, his hatred of fin ; and particu- 
larly of thofe heinous iniquities by which they 
were defiled, in common with the Canaanites., 
Had he employed famine or peftilence, or fufier* 
ed them to be wafted in the common courfe of 
War, tlje nations around might have afcribed their 
fate merely to fecond caufes. But when he em- 
ployed another people as the inftruments of his 
indignation, and attefted their commiflion by un- 
qi^pftionablc miracles, the neighbouring heathen 
had the fulleft evidence of a divine hand. They 
were doubtlefs convinced of this, although they 
continued in their obduracy. They had the fame 
opportunity of knowing the great events which 
had already happened, as the Gibeonites, who 
had " heard the fame of the Lord God, and all 
" that he did in Egypt,'* as well as that he had 
** commanded his fervant Mofes — to deftroy all 
" the inhabitants of the land" of Canaan '. 

In refpc^ of the Ifraclitcs, this defl:ru6lion w^as 
defigncd as a preventive, both of fin and of pu- 
nifliment. God had cliofen them to be an holy 
people to himfelf. Now, we cannot conceive a 
more proper plan for impre fling their minds with 
a fenfe of the hatcfulncfs of fin in general, and 
particularly of the enormities of the Canaanites, 
than that of employing them as the minifters of 
hisjuftice. By their obedience in this refpeft, 
the Ifraelites became witnefles againft themfelvcs, 
if they fliould ever tranfgrcfs in a fimilar way. 

They 
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They rendered themfelves quite inexcufable ; and 
practically vindicated the juftice of God, fhould 
he afterwards punilli them in the fame manner, 
for imitating the wicked example of the devoted 
nations. The Ifraclites are commanded to de- 
llroy thefe nations, left they fliould prove 2ifnare 
to them, in refped oijiru Thus it is faid, " Take 
" heed to thyfelf, left thou make a covenant witl^ 
** the inhabitants of the land whither thou gpeft, 
" left it be for a fnarc in the midft of thee. But 
" ye fhall dcftroy their altars ; — ^left thou make % 
" covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and 
'* they go a whoring after their gods, and do fa- 
" orifice unto tlfeir gods, and one call tbee, and 
" thou eat of his facrifice •'' The neceffity of 
this deftrudion is alfo enjoined, from this confi- 
deration, that the Canaanites, if fpared, would 
eventually prove a fnare with refpeft to pumjh" 
merit. — This fhall be illuftr'ated afterwards. 

III. This command, therefore, although at firft 
view it may feem to bear no other charader than 
that of awfut fevcrity, contains a difplay oigood-- 
nefs. We confider it merely in a partial light, 
unlef3 we view it in connexion with the great 
and merciful defign of God, in fetting apart the 
IfraeKtes as a peculiar people, for the prefervation 
of divine truth, when it had periflied among other 
nations. Both the wifdom and goodnefs of God 
required, that he fhould employ the moft proper 
means for preferving this people from becoming 

f Exod. xsxiv. 12. 15. 
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fo corrupt as to lofe the teftimony he had given 
them. Had he pleafed, he could have brought 
the Canaanites to embrace the truth. But this 
was inconfiftent with his great plan under the 
law, which was to feparate one people from every 
other, as the depofitaries of revelation. Now, had 
the Ifraelites been permitted to dwell among the 
beathen inhabitants of Canaan ; in confequence 
of the ftrong bias in the heart to error and wick- 
cdnefs, the Ifraelites would foon have become as 
grofs as the Canaanites themfelves. Hence the 
prefervation of the true religion is given as the 
reafon of the commanded deftrudion : " Thou 
** (halt utterly deftroy them, — that they'teach you 
^* not to do after all their abominations, which 
** they have done unto their gods : fo fhould ye 
" fin againft the Lord your God « ?" 

Tljus, befides the intereft that divine jufllce 
had in the deftruftion of this guilty people, God 
enjoined it on the Ifraelites on the ground of felf- 
defence* They would certainly expofe them- 
felves to the lofs of temporal life, by fparing the 
Canaanites. For in confequence of following 
their example, they would provoke the Lord to 
deftroy them. Therefore he thus warned them 
by Mofes ; ** If thou do at all forget the Lord 
*^ thy God, and walk after other gods, and ferve 
" them, and worfhip them, I teftify againft you 
V this day, that ye fhall utterly perifli. As the 
" nations which the Lord deftroy eth before your 
^^ face, fo fliall ye perifli ^" Not only fhould their 

temporal 
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temporal life be in danger, but the life of their 
fouls. By forfaking the true God, and worfhipping 
idols, they would expofe themfelves to eternal 
deftrudion. 

Tendemefs to children is a motive which has 
great influence on parents. In this refpeft, the 
feverity of the difpenfation towards the Canaan- 
ites, as extending to their children, was undoubt- 
edly meant for the inftruftion and warning of the 
Ifraelites. The fin of that people was clearly 
written in the nature of their punifhment. From 
the dreadful influence of falfe religion, they had 
embrued their hands in the blood of their chil- 
dren. They had facrificed them to their idols ; 
and in righteous judgment, " the Lord hath a fa- 
" crifice ^" in which parents and children fhare 
a common fate. Thus the Ifraelites were fore- 
warned, that if they apofl:atized,from God, they 
would fubjed, not themfelves only, but their be- 
loved oflTspring, to deftrudlion. This difpenfation 
was a practical commentary on the threatening 
he had pronounced by Mofes, with refped to the 
confequence of difobedience : " The fword with- 
" out, and, terror within, fliall deftroy both the 
" young :man and the virgin, the fuckling alfo 
" with the man of grey-hairs \" He ufes a fimi- 
lar argument with his people in the days of Jere- 
^fiiah : " Wherefore commit ye this great evil a- 
" gainft your fouls, to cut off" from you man and 
** woman, child and fuckling out of Judah, to 
** leave you none to remain j in that ye provoke- 

*'mc 
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'* me unto wrath with the works of your hands, 
" burning incenfe unto other gods ^^ ?'' 

I have no doubt that the deftruftion of thefe 
nations was commanded by God, as an antidote 
to a greater evil, even in a natural point of view. 
Had this command been obeyed, it is highly 
probable that it would eventually have proved 
a mean of preferving more lives. For even in 
this qafe it can hardly be fuppofed, that there* 
would have been fo great an expence of life, as 
there was in fucceeding generations ; in the im- 
pious facrifices of children, not by Canaanites 
only, but by the Ifraelites, imitating their ex- 
ample ; in the bloody wars between thefe na- 
tions J and in the defolating judgments inflidled 
by God on his own people, becaufe of their con- 
formity to the heathen among whom they dwelt. 

The event, indeed, illuftrated both the wifdom 
and the goodnefs of God in giving this com- 
mand to Ifrael. They difobeyed it in fparing 
many of the Canaanites. Thefe proved a fnare 
to them, and caufed the continuance and propa- 
gation of the moft abominable crimes, on account 
of which the Ifraelites were fubjeded to the moft 
fcvere punilhments. The true religion was never 
altogether loft : but it often feemed to be nearly 
fo. A very few years after the death of Jofhua, 
in confequence of dwelling among the nations 
whofe deftruftion God had commanded, the If- 
raelites "took their daughters to be their wives, 
" and gave their daughters to their fons, and fer- 

" ved 
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** ved their gods ;'' fo that " the anger of the 
" Lord was hot againft them ^/' The Church of 
Ifrael, when, in a time of reformation, confeffing 
her guilt and punifhment, traces both to this pri-* 
mary aft of difobedience to the command of God. 
" They did not deftroy the nations, concerning 
" whom the Lord commanded them : but were 
" mingled among the heathen, and learned their 
•* works. And they ferved their idols ; which 
" were a fnare unto them. Yea, they facrificed 
" their fons and their daughters unto devils ; and 
** fhed innocent blood, even the blood of their 
** fons and of their daughters, whom they facri- 
" ficed unto the idols of Canaan : and the land 
" was polluted with blood. — Therefore was the 
" wrath of the Lord kindled againft his people, 
" infomuch that he abhorred his own inheritance. 
•* And he gave them into the hand of the hea- 
" then ; and they that hated them ruled over 
" them y." 

It has been objected, that " it is inconceivable 
" that God fhould ever have given fuch a com- 
" mand to the Ifraelites ; as its natural tendency 
" rauft have been to blunt every finer feeling in 
" their hearts, and to render them fanguinary and 
" cruel." 

In reply to this objedion, a variety of confider- 
ations claim our attention. We are to confider 
the nature of that difpenfation under which the 
Ifraelites lived. It was a difpenfation of terror. 

Go4 
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God in his infinite wifdom adapted the difpenfa^ 
tion to the ftate of fociety in general, and to the 
national chara&er of the Ifraelites. The nations 
.of the earth were univerfally depraved to a very 
high degree. The Ifraelites themfelves were a 
Ilubborn and a rebellious people. That peculiar 
difpenfation, which he gave them, was efpecially 
meant for the reftraint of tranfgreifion. From the 
abounding of wickednefs among the furrounding 
nations, from the charader of the Ifraelites them- 
felves, and from the comparatively fmall degree 
of light which they enjoyed, ftrong meafures be- 
came neceflary. The more gentle means employ- 
ed by Providence under the gofpel, when light is 
more generally diffufed, would have been inade- 
quate in that period. " Life and immortality'* 
were not yet " brought to light." The evidence 
of an eternal ftate, although not entirely with- 
held, was comparatively obfcure. Hence, rewards 
and puniftiments of a temporal nature, were the 
moft prominent features of the difpenfation of the ' 
law. It was therefore neceflary, that thefe fhoald 
be ftriking, in proportion to the obfcurity which 
prevailed with refped to the eternal world* It 
was neceflary that not only the heathen nations, 
but the peculiar people of God, fliould be deterred 
from fin by the moft fignal difplays of God's dif- 
pleafure in temporal punifliment. " Even the 
** heir,'* while in a ftate of minority, was treated 
as " a bond-fervant." There is now far lefs oc- 
cafion for fuch feverity ; as, befides the fuperior 
Ijght c» the gofpel, God hath given us the great- 
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eft pc^flible evidence of his hatred of jBn, and dif- 
pleafuie on account of it, in the fufferings of his 
own eternal Son, as the Surety of his people. 

The fame ohje<%ion may be brought, although 
on a fmaller fcale, againil any great difplay of 
juftice among men. It woidd be impofiible to 
fupport civil fociety wjthout punilhments, and in 
many cafes without fevere ones. It has been 
feen, that, according to Scripture, the deflrudion, 
of the Canaanites was a lignal zd of divine juf- 
tice, and that it was meant for the prevention 
both of fin and of puniihmenL It was not intend- 
ed, like the execution of human laws, merely for 
exciting terror in the hearts of individuals, or for 
warning a fingle nation ; but as an awful example 
to many furrounding nations. It was an example, 
that, in its extent, bore fome analogy to the ex- 
tent of that kingdom, which " ruleth over all." 
This ad of juftice, however tremendous, was ne- 
ceflary. The nations of Canaan were incorrigible 
in their fins. When wickednefs comes to a cer- 
tain pitch, it feems requifite, for the maintenance 
of God's moral government, that he fhould mani- 
feft his difpleafure by judgments of fo remarkable 
a nature, as plainly to declare the hand of God to 
the moft ignorant and indiflferent. That mercy, 
which prevents the ex^ecution of neceflary aAs of 
juftice, deferves not the name of mercy. It is in 
fadl cruelty. For it eventually proves an encou^ 
ragement to fin, not only to the individuals who 
are fpared, but to myriads befides. 

Vol. II. M It 
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It is unfair indeed to reafon merely from the 
fuppofable confequences of fuch a command. But 
if men will reafon in this way, the proper queftion 
is ; Whether, upon the whole, the morals of the 
Ifraelites were more in danger of fiiffering from 
their execution of fuch a fentence, or from ob- 
ferving the impunity of the Canaanites ? This 
queftion admits of an eafy anfwer. Thebbjedtipn 
is made to the command, from the idea of its 
eventually afFefting one branch of morals only. 
But had the Canaanites been fpared, the whole fyf- 
tem of morals would have fiiffered. God knew that 
tl^e Ifraelites would foon become as corrupt as the 
nations among whom they dwelt. From the im- 
punity of the Canaanites, they would have had 
too much ground to promife thcmfelves a fimilar 
exemption, and to regard all the thr'Catenings of 
their law as mere bugbears. 

It may be faid, that if it was neceflkry, God 
could have deftroyed the Canaanites, without em- 
ploying the Ifraelites in this work. But thus the^ 
difpenfation could not have had the fame awful 
language, either to the Ifraelites, or to the hea- 
then around. Had ordinary ineans been employ- 
ed, the heathen might have afcribed the deftruc* 
tion to their own offended deities. 

There is every reafon to believe, that the pre- 
fer vat ion of the Canaanites would ha^e Ead a fax 
worfe effe<^ on the Ifraelites, even with/refpe<a to 
humanity, than their defti-ud ion could have. For 
they would foon have imitated the wicked ex-» 
ample of thefe nations -in its full exteitt. Their 
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hearts would foon have been hardened, not only 
by the horrid influence of human facrifices, but 
by that of unnatural lulls. Thefe, it is well 
known, have a brutifying power on the mind of 
man, and render it callous to all the more gene* 
rous feelings of our nature. The efFed of fuch 
abominable pradices mull neceflarily have been 
permanent, becaufe they would have been con- 
tinued from generation to generation. But what- 
ever efFeft the extermination of the Canaanites 
may be fuppofed to have had on the immediate 
agents, its influence could not be fo durable ; 
becaufe the command was limited, and the de- 
ftruftion of confequence only temporary. 

We are ftill to confider the Ifraelites, as, in the 
whole of their obedience to this command, called 
immediately to view the authority of the Su- 
preme Judge, who manifefted his prefence by a 
continuation of miracles. For we cannot form a 
right ellimate concerning this command, unlefs 
we confider it in its connexion. Now, there was 
no room left for the exercife of their own corrupt 
palfions. They were to adl merely as the mini- 
fters of divine juftice. Such is the perverfenefs 
of our nature, that the very idea of an abfolute 
command being interpofed about any thing, makes 
that work ungrateful which might otherwife be 
agreeable. That God, who infinitely well knows 
all the fecret fprings of aftion in the human heart, 
knew that the Ifraelites, when required to deftroy 
the devoted nations, as an indifpenfable duty, 
iroold be reludlant to the work, and foon flacken 
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in thjeir obedience. That they did fo, appears 
from the hiftory. There is not the lead evidence 
that they contrafted a fanguinary difpofition, in 
confequence of their partial execution of the di- 
vine fentence. In as far as cruelty could be view- 
ed as a trait in their national charader^ it origi- 
nated in their imitation of the Canaanites, and 
muft therefore be confidercd rather as the confe- 
quence of fparing that people. It was only from 
their being ** mingled among the heathen, and 
*' learning their work^/' that they " Ihed inno* 
" cent blood, even the blood of their fons and 
" daughters ^" 

That fuch a command would neceflarily tend 
to make the Ifraelites cruel, is an infufficient ar- 
gument againft its reality, becaufc it proves too 
much. For, admitting that they, in the whole 
execution of this fentence, were bound to have 
their eye immediately direded to the authority of 
the Supreme Judge ; if their obedience tended to 
harden, their hearts, the very obfervation of God's 
conduct in providence muft have a fimilar influ- 
ence on his rational creatures. For we fee in- 
numerable calamities brought on the human race, 
and extending even to thofe who have never fin- 
ned perfonally. Now, it muft either be denied 
that thefe are the effects of providential operation, 
and of confequence that God ruleth among men ; 
or it muft be granted that the objedion under 
confideratioiii is a bad one. For what difference 
foever may be fuppofed as to degree, the perfiia- 

? Pf»I. cri. 35. 3S. 
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fion of God's intervention by a pofitive precept^ 
cannoty as to its tendency with refpeft to us, dif- 
fer eflentially from the perfuaiCon of his operation 
xiifaEL 

The deftrudlion commanded is never reprefent* 
ed as a pattern for their general conduft, but ftill 
as fomething peculiar and extraordinary. It is 
called " a terrible thing ^" They were to view 
the fevcn nations as aftually accurfed of God, 
Their very goods were accurfed, and fubjefted 
thofe who Ihould take poffeffion of them to a 
curfe ^. In the deftrudion of thefe nations, the 
Ifraelites were not called to work by themfelves. 
They were called to be " workers with God.'* 
He claims the work of " cutting off the Canaan- 
*' ites ^" He did every thing that could be done 
to convince his people that thefe nations were ir- 
recoverably devoted. He fent deftroying infeds 
before them ^. He made the walls of Jericho mi- 
raculouily to fall to the ground, in confequence of 
the blowing of horns. He made the fun to fianS. 
ftill, and he ** caft down great ftones from hea- 
*' ven" on the Canaanites ^ 

The Ifraelites, as has been formerly bbferved, 
were not permitted to view any of the other hea- 
then unions around in the fame light. They 
were to offer peace to them ; and even although 
they rofuted it, and reduced the Ifraelites to take 
their citife* by ftorm, they Were not permitted to 
kill any but the grown males, that is, fuch as 

lil 3 bore 
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bore arms againft them. For then, every man^ 
who was able to carry arms, was a foMier, efpe* 
cially during a fiege. 

In a word, this command could not have the 
cffeft of making the Ifraelites cruel, becaufe any 
abufe of it in this ti^ay was prevented by many 
precepts of a tendency diredly contrary, which 
were bound on them by the fame authority. We 
find no ancient laws fo favourable to the interefts 
of humanity as thofe of the Jews. They were 
to bring back their enemy's afs, if they faw him 
go aftray, and to relieve him, if they faw him ly- 
ing under his burden ^ They were forbidden 
to retain the pledge of a poor man for a fingle 
night s. Nor were they to confine thefe z€ks of 
humanity to their own nation. They were pro- 
hibited from injuring the Edomites, Moabites and 
Ammonites, notwithftanding all their untindnefs^ 
They were not to " abhor an Edomite/' becaufe 
of their confanguinity in their common par-ent 
Ifaac } nor to ** abhor an Egyptian," becaufe 
they werb ftrangers in his land \ Here there was 
no room left for the diabolical principle of re- 
venge. They were even commanded to " love 
** the ftrangers as themfelves ' :V and this cha- 
rader extended to all thofe of other nations, who 
refided among them, the Canaanites excepted ; 
although they did not conform to the rites of the 
Jewifh religion. Thefe, and many other pre- 
cepts ^f a fimilar tendency, they were bound to 

obey, 
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obeyv under peril of being given up of God to 
fiich judgments as were brought by their inftru- 
mentality on the devoted nations. Nor did thefe 
threatenings fall to the ground* Saul's cruelty to 
the Gibeonites^ after they had been received into 
a ftate of friendfhip with Krael, was feverely pu- 
nifhed^ both on tbe nation, ^d on his own fa- 
mily* 



OnCj who has lately profeffed to elucidate the 
Holy Scriptures, by a new Tranflation, has avow* 
ed that the only folution that can be given of the 
difficulty arifing from the command to extermi- 
nate, the Ganaanites, is " to acknowledge, fairly 
" and openly, that the Jewifh hiflorians, both 
" here and in many other places, put in tiie 
" mouth of the Lord words^ which he never 
" fpake ; and affign to hfm views and motives, 
^ which he never had,.*' 

This is indeed to cut the Gordian knot ; and, 
although he pretends the contrary, to unhuige the 
whole fyilem of infpiration. 

The objedion^ for removing which he reckons 
it necefiary to make fo ftrange a conceiBon^ is 
founded on a fuppofed inponfiftency in the divine 
conduct according to the account given in facred 
hiftory* ^' The aflertion," he fays, '' that God, 
" after giving fo explicit a precept, and ordering 
" the Chtoaanites to be extirpated, that they might 
" not become a fnare to his people, Ihould yet pur- 
" pofely referve fo great a number of thofe fame 
** Chan^anites, to be a fnarcT-feems to affe^ both 
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" hi3 wifdoxQ and veracity, — ^If I be coimnaiided 
" to deftroy or remove the caufe of temptatiofiy 
" left I ihould yield to it ; and at tbe fame tinu 
** be told that I can neither remove nor deftroy 
^^ it ; nay> that it is purpofely left to tempt me ; I 
" muft doubt of the equity or the truth of the 
" tale. — Could the God of truth and wifdom fey 
" to the Ifraelites : " Deftroy thofe idolatrous na- 
" tions, left they feduce you into idolatry ;" and 
** yet purpofely referve them, to try whether the 
" Ifraelites would be feduced/' — ** I cannot bring 
** myfelf/' he alfo fays, ** to believe that fuch an 
" (Mrder proceeded from the mouth of God ; per-' 
^' haps not even from the mouth of Mofes. I am 
** rather willing to fufpedl, that it is the fabrica- 
" tion of fome pofterior Jew, to juftify the cruel- 
" ties of his nation ^." 

It is evident that this objediom efpecially refts 
on a fallacy in the interpretation of the word 
fnare. This learned writer ufcs it, as if it inva* 
riably iignified a temptation to fin, or caufe of 
temptation. It would, indeed, be difficult to 
prove, that it is inconfiftent with the perfedions 
of God, judicially to leave fome things in the 
way of finners, which, Jxe knows will, through 
their own depravity, prove occafionsof ^fempta- 
tion. This is what he tiireatens, as the putiiihri 
ment of previous traufgreffion^ But although, as 
has been fcen, the word fnare fometimes denotes 
that which proves a temptation, it properly and 
principally fignifics the caufe of deftrudign j and 

in 
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in all the places where it is ufed in relation to the 
point under confideration, it has either an imme- 
diate or an ultimate reference to the puniftiment 
of fin. The punilhment, as denoted by this word, 
is fometimes exprefsly diftinguilhed from the fin : 
** They ihall not dwell in thy land, left they make 
" thee fin againft me : for if thou ferve other 
" gods, it will furely be a fnare imto thee ^." Here 
the fin, and the fnare, are mentioned diftin&ly ; 
the latter, as denoting the punilhment, and the 
former, its procuring caufe. For it is undeniable, 
that the fin meant is that of " ferving their gods ;'* 
and this fin, it is faid, " will furely be a fnare,'* 
becaufe it would certainly expofe them to pu- 
nifhment. To the fame purpofe, are the follow- 
ing words : " Thine eye fliall have no pity upon 
" them : neither Ihalt thou ferve their gods ; for 
" that will be a fnare unto thee "." It is not 
meant that the fervice of their gods could be a 
** caufe of temptation ;" becaufe this is pointed 
out as itfelf the fin, or compliance with the temilta- 
tion, and fo the caufe of punifliment. In the fame 
fenfe the Egyptians faid that Mofes was a fnare to 
them ; as being the caufe of their deftrudion ^ 

Here, alfo, a falfe reprefentation is given of ' ■ 
the matter of faSl. God did not command the H-- 
l&elites to deftroy or remove the caufe of temp- 
tation, left they fliould yield to it ; and at the 
fame time tell them, that they could neither re- 
move not deftroy it, but that it was pulrpofely left 

to 
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to tempt them. The objcdor, whethei? inten- 
tionally or not, I will not prefume to fay, con- 
founds things with refped to time^ which are kept 
totally diftind in the thread of the narrative. 
The Ifrrt2lite8 were not informed, that the Canaan- 
ites were to be left for their punifhment, till more 
than fixty years after they received the command 
to deftroy them. 

There is nothing here that can in any degree 
militate againft the veracity of God. The pre- 
cept was delivered, on their entry into the wil- 
demefs, as pointing out their duty; the decla- 
ration referred to was made, many years after- 
wards, as expreffing God's difpleafure with them, 
becaufe of their negleft of duty, and the punifh- 
ment to which, on this account, they were to be 
fubjedled. 

Nor was it inconfiftent with the veracity of 
God, to give an exprefs command to his people, 
with refpeft to what they Ihould do, and even ai 
the fame time to purpofe in his own mind, that 
the event fhouJd be different. For the fecret pur- 
pofe of God was never intended as the rule of 
our duty. This is the very dodrine that Mofes 
taught the Ifraelites, with refpeft to a fimilar 
judgment, that might afterwards be inflided on 
them, in their being " rooted out of the land,'\ 
like the nations that were before them. " The 
** fecret things belong unto the Lord our God ; 
" but thofe things which are revealed belong un- 
** to us, and to our children for ever, that we may 
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** do all the words of this law "." The will of 
God's purpofe is often very different from that 
of his precept, which is the only rule of our 
duty. It was the will of God's precept, inculca- 
ted on the Ifraelites for many centuries,. and re- 
peated in a great variety of forms, and by many 
meiTengers, that when the Meffiah Ihould appear, 
they fhould hear him in all things. This was 
enjoined on them under the fevereft penalties. 
Yet we are equally certain, that it was the will of 
his purpofe, that they fhould crucify him. There- 
fore faid the apoftle Peter ; " Him being deliver- 
'* ed by the determinate counfel and foreknowledge 
^ of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
" have crucified and flain^." 

Although he adlually refcrved thefe nations for 
the punifhment of his people, there was nothing 
in this inconfiftent with his veracity. On the 
contrary, in this very- manner was his veracity 
difplayed. Whatever may be thought by felfifh 
man, who views the divine condud merely as it 
regards the creature ; God finds his honour no 
lefs concerned in verifying his threatening, than 
in fulfilling his promife. When he commanded 
the Ifraelites to exterminate the Canaanites, he 
did not tell them, indeed, that he had immutably 
purpofed that this ihould not be the cafe. But 
he at the fame time warned them of the danger of 
difobedience. He faid ; " Take heed to thyfelf, 
" left thou make a covenant with the inhabitants 
" of the land, — left it be for a fnare in the xnidft 

"of 
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" of thee P/' He exprefsly threatened, that this 
fliould eventually be a Ihare, as fubjeAing them 
to the deferved punifhment ; as in a jiaflage for- 
merly quoted, ** It will furely be a fnare uijto 
** thee ^.'^ When, therefore, he afterwards fpa- 
red thefe nations, it was an illuftration of his ve- 
racity, in the fulfilment of the threatening. 

The whole conduft afcribcd to God in this 
matter, was not lefs confiftent with divine wif- 
dom. His judgments are fo myfterious, that we 
cannot pretend fully to explain them. But fo 
much is clearly made known, that Wifdom mull 
• be ** juftified of all her children." God had in-- 
deed determined, that thefe nations fhould not be 
totally exterminated, even before he gave the 
command to Ifrael to execute his vengeance. But 
he had determined this, only in a certain con- 
nexion ; as what ihould eventually prove the juft 
punifhment of IfraePs difobedience. It is one of 
the modes adopted by infinite wifdom, in the 
ordinary courfe of providential difpenfation, to 
make the punifhment of the finner to arife from 
his fin, or from that which hath been the occafion 
of it. Thus it is faid ; " Thine own wickednefs 
** fhall corred thee, and thy backfUdings fhall re- 
" prove thee ^" We cannot conceive that fin 
could be punifhed in any way, more to the ho- 
nour of divine wifdom. For as, in this manner, 
God manifefts that, notwithftanding the athe^fti- 
cal fuggeftions of the heart, he marks the fin ; he 

no 
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no lefs clearly fhews the defign of the judgment 
inflided. 

Referring to what has been replied to this ob- 
jedion, that it was becaufe of breach of covenant 
that Go<l would not henceforth drive out the na- 
tions* from before the Ifraelites, this author fur- 
ther fays ; " The precept, it is confeffed, was po- 
" fitive and abfolute ; but the promife of power 
" to fulfil it, was limited and conditional. It was 
*' not until after the Ifraelites had forfaken the 
" Lord, and worfliipped other gods, that the Lord 
" would no more enable them to expel the Cha- 
" naanites. — That is to fay, the Lord would not 
** enable them to remove, or break the fnare, un- 
** til after they had fallen into it ; and when they 
" have fallen into it, he reproaches them for the 
" non-execution of his precept : and fays, the fnare 
" Ihall remain to prove them ^" 

The inference which this writer attempts to 
deduce, that " the Lord would not enable ^hem 
" to remove, or break the fnare, until after they 
** had fallen into it,'* as it is evidently meant to 
exhibit the fcriptural hiftory in a ridiculous light, 
is entirely fophiftical. The author throws dark- 
ncfs on the paflage, which may thus tend to be- 
wilder the reader, by the infertion of the particle 
untiL He alfo recurs to his fallacy in the ufe of 
the ttrmfnare^ employing it throughout the fcn- 
tence, as if it muft neceffarily bear the fame mean- 
ing ; whereas the fnare into which " they had 
^ fallen," had a relation to fin, and that which 

was 
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wa8 not to be broken, to punifhment. The infei 
rence, indeed, is altogether falfe. For the Loro 
did ftill " enable them to break the fiiare, until 
" they fell into it •/* that is, he gave them fuccefs 
againft the Canaanites, until they wilfully dif- 
obeyed his commandment, and apoftatized to their 
idolatrous courfes. Then, indeed, he would no 
longer " enable them to remove or break the 
" fnare," becaufe by their fin they had brought 
this fnare upon them, in refped of judgment. 
This, then, is the only conclufion that can fairly 
be deduced from the premifes : — God would not 
remove the punifhment, after they had fallen in- 
to that fin, with which it was infeparably con- 
nec^led, according to the threatening, 

God had promifed to Mofes, with refpeft to 
thofe nations ; " No man (hall be able to Hand 
" before thee, until thou haft deftroyed them ^*• 
But, according to the Sacred Hiftory, no breach 
of promife is afcribed to God, For this objeftor 
himfelf acknowledges, that " the promife of 
" power — was limited and conditional." The ac- 
complifliment of it depended on their adherence 
to the worfhip of Jehovah. 

This writer adds a queftion, for confirm- 
ing his objedion t " Why was it," that is, the 
fn^re, " i\ot completely removed in the days 
** of Jofhua, and of his contemporary elders, 
** during a period of twenty -five years, wljen 
*^ the people had not abandoned the worfhip 
" of the Lord ' ?" It might be a fufficient 
anfjver to this cavil, to fay, that although God 

had 
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had feen meet to make trial of their fidelity 
to him, for the fpace of twenty -Jive years y before 
he gave them fiill pofleffion of the land of pro- 
mife, no one could juftly have faid that the trial 
was either long or fevere ; efpecially as he had fo 
recently attefted the religion given them, by the- 
moft aftonifliing miracles, continued for a longer 
time than this, and wrought at the expence, not 
merely of the nations that oppofed them, biit alfo 
of their gods. 

But, according to the narrative, no room is left 
for this queftion. Although God had promifed to 
caft out the nations, if his people adhered to him, 
he had never pledged himfelf to do it all at once. 
It was his will to call them to the exercife both 
of faith and patience ; and in this refpeft, his 
conduft was alfo marked with mercy. To Mofes 
he had faid, " I will not drive them out before 
" thee in one year, left the land become defolate, 
" and the beaft of the field multiply againft thee. 
" By little and little I will drive them out before 
" thee, until thou be increafed, and inherit the 
"land"." 

I fhall only add, that, according to this writer, 
there is reafon to fufped, that what is called the 
command of God to exterminate the Canaanites, 
" is the fabrication of fome pofterior Jew, to juf- 
" tify the cruelties of his nation." But let the 
Gibeonites reply to this objedion. If the Ifrael- 
it^s were fo cruel, why did they fpare that people 
more" than the reft ? Did they in this inftance de- 
viate 

II Exod. xxiii. ap, 30. See tlfo Dcut. vu. %%, ' 
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viate from their fanguinary courfe, becaufe th^ 
Gibeonites pra6tired on them a grofs impofition, 
not 'attributed to any of their neighbours ? Or, 
did they fpare them for flavcs ? If fo, how were 
they fatisfied with fo few ? Why did they pre- 
fer them colledively to any individuals of the 
other nations ? It is impofiibley indeed, to find 
any good reafon for the prefervation of this peo- 
ple ; unlefs we admit, according to the fcriptural 
narrative, that the execution of the precept was 
fufpended in this fingle inflance, in confideration 
of the oath taken, in the name of Jehovah, by 
Joflioa- and the princes of Ifrael ^. 

Did the hiftorian inform us that the Ifraelites 
were eager to enter on the pofleflion of Canaan, 
and to deftroy all the nations faid to be devoted ; 
did he inform us, that they adually did fo, being 
more afraid of having fuch dangerous neighbours 
than of meeting them at once in battle ; we might 
difcern fome reafon for fuppoiing that he had re- 
courfe to a pretended mandate from heaven for 
excufing their feverity. But we are told, on tlie 
contrary, that they were very reludant to enter 
into Canaan ; that their leaders eagerly fwallow- 
ed an impofture which prevented the execution 
of ;he fentence on one body of people ; nay, that 
the Ifraelites in general did not obey tlie com- 
mand of God in deftroying thefe nations, although 
their difobedience deprived them of the pofleflion 
of their lands, and expofed them to many dan- 
gers* We accordingly find the guilt of this dif- 
obedience 

V Jofli* ix. 15.*— fto. 
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obedience often chained upon them hy God, and 
confefled by themfelves in fucceeding genera* 
tions ^. 

Had we been informed that the Gibeonites im^ 
pofed on Jofhua and the princes, and that they oi 
the pepple difregarded the oath as contrary to an 
cxprefs command, and gave up the Gibeonites td 
the fwotd ; it might have been argu^ M^ith fome 
degree of plauiibility, that this command was a 
feere pretence for the indulgence of ithcir fangui* 
nary difpolitions. But when we learn that Jofliua 
and the princes confidered their oith as fufpend- 
ing the execution of the commanded deftrudion^ 
and that the congregation fubmitted to this ; we 
fee BO ground for the charge of cruelty ; we per- 
ceive the greateft reafon for crediting the hiftory 
in all its circumftances. They difcover that dread 
bf a folemn oath which charaderizes all confcien- 
tious perfons ; and will rather difpenfe with a 
pofitive precept than with a moral one j being 
more afraid of divine wratb on accoimt of per- 
jury, than of the confequenccs threatened in cafe 
of their not obeying the command to deftroy the 
Canaanites'. 

Th^ hiftory of the deftruclion of thefe nation^, 
was ** written for our admonition/' It exhibits 
the juftice, the fovereignty, ^ild the wifdom of 
God^ in a very ftriking light. It in a fpecial man- 
ner points out to us the hatefulnefs of fin to a God 
of infinite purity ; and teaches us that we ought 
to hate it " with a perfei^ hatred !" Were God's 
Vol. II. N ancient 

w TCiL cvi. 34, 3cc. x Jofli, ix. lo. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



194 • ON THE DESTRUCTION OF 

ancient people typical of his fpiritual Ifrael ? 
Their enemies were alfo figures of ours, Gp4 
hath fet before us all the good of the land of pro- 
mife. He calls us to go up and inherit it. But 
he afiiires us at the fame time, <ithat we mull fight 
our way through an hoft of powerful enemies. 
Our lufts, like the nations of Canaan, feek to keep 
us from that inheritance which the Lord hath 
given us. But he commands us to deftroy them 
utterly, to make no covenant with them, to have 
lio mercy upon them ; affuring us that if we fpare 
them, they will prove a fnare to us, ^nd lead us 
^ftray to ferve their gods. What are the gods 
which tbefe Ganaanites ferve ? They ferve M?im- 
mpn, " this prefent evil world ;" Afhtaroth, the 
goddefs of Pleafure ; Satan, " the god of this 
f* world." What is our condudl ? Like thie If- 
raelites, we obey the command of our God only 
in a partial way. He enjoins us to ** crucify the 
** flefli, with its afFeftions and lufts, that the body 
" of fin may be deftroyed, that henceforth we 
** may not ferve fin." He gives us Jefus as V the 
f* Captain of our Cilvation," and prpmifes ftrength 
for fighting his battles. But we majce little pror 
grefs in this w^r. We often m^ke ^ tri}ce with 
oar fpiritual enemies. This is our folly and guilt. 
But God, in his infinite wifdom and holinefs, over- 
rules our condud: for his o\yn glory and our good. 
He leaves a remnant of the devoted nations to 
prove us. He " flay§ them not" entirely, " left 
f* his people fhp\il4 forget." He ** deftroys then^ 
\' by little and little.'* At length, ". there fhall 

f'be 
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^* be no more the Canaaqite in this houfe of the 
*>LoRD of hofts*'* 



SECTION VII. 



Oh Diving Sovereignty ; — in Creation j-^mtbe Ma^ 
nagement of the Natural World; — in the Time 
appropriated to the Worjbip of God; — in the- 
PermiJJtQn of the Entrance of Sin ; — in the Frame 
-of the Covenant of Works j-^in God*s ConduH 
towards Angels ; — in the Choice of Ifrael; — in 
the Diflin£lion of Nations with refpedl to Ex-- 
ternal Means of Salvation^ 

' To no perfedion of the divine nature, do men 
ihow greater antipathy than to that of fovereign- 
ty. This not only appears by their refufing to 
fubmit to the grace of God, but by their reluc- 
tance to his precept, and their tebellion againft 
his providence. Man drives with his Maker for 
the dominion, with refpedl to his faith, his prac- 
tice, and even his lot. He will acknowledge both 
juftice and mercy, in the divine nature ; he can- 
not, however, accede to the fovereignty of God in 
the exercife of thefe perfeftions. But fovereignty 
is inipreffed, in the moft legible charafters, not- 
only on the word, but on the works of God. 
Whferever we turn, it meets our eye. Do we en- 
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deavonr to draw a veil over this ujigratefuL attri- 
bute, as clearly revealed in the dodrines of revdt 
lation ? It arrefts our attention in the hiftoties. 
Do we attempt to throw it out of our eternal in- 
terefts ? We muft acknowledge its influence, how- 
ever reludantly, in every thing that concerns us 
for time. Do we exclude it from the aflfairs of 
men ? We fee it written in the fate of angels. 
Do we baniih it from earth ? We find it enthro- 
ned in heaven. The Pfahnift, therefore, in cele- 
brating this perfeftion, exhibits in one view the 
various parts of the univerfe, as harmonizing in 
its praife : " Whatfoever the Lord pteafed, that 
** did he in heaven, and in earth, in the feas, md 
^ in all deep places y.'* Does he, who bears the 
name of Chriftian, refufe to join in the afcription ? 
Liet him go and learn the truth from a heathen. 
Let him liften to the inftrudions of the wifer Ne- 
btichadnez^ar : ^* All the inhabitants of the earth 
^* are reputed as nothing : and he doth according 
^^ to his will in the army of heaven, and among 
*^ the inhabitants of the earth : and none ciui ftaj 
" bis hand, or fay unto him, What doft thou - ?'* 
As the corruptions of men are moft deeply en- 
gaged againft the work of redemption, the great- 
efl oppofitijon to divine Ibvereignty appears in this 
quarter. Here it more diredlly oppoies the pride 
of reafon, and the pride of will, fiefides, the ene- 
mies of the gofpel efpecially aim their ihafts 
^ainft divine fovercignty, as difplayed in our lial- 
vation. Hence are men flaggered and overpower- 

ed| 
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td ; and perhaps proceed to deny that very per- 
fection, the operation of which they are forced to 
acknowledge in almoft every other of the works 
of God. 

It may, therefore, tend to throw light on this 
important fubjed, to confider the difplay which 
is made of the fovereignty of God in other works^ 
befides that of falvation, and in a variety of rir- 
cumjlancesj evidently recorded in Scripture in fub- 
ferviency to this. 

A particular illuftration of this perfeAion is the 
more ncceflary, becaufe, unlefs we have juft ideas of 
it, we cannot think juftly with refi)e6l to any 
other perfedion of God. How eager have earth- 
ly princes been to render themfelves abfolute ! 
The richnefs of their revenues, the love of iheir 
fubjeds, or the extent of their eonquefts, have often 
been viewed as no counterbalance to the want of 
unlimited authority. Ahab was miferaWe, be- 
caufe he met with refiftance from the poffeflbr of 
one poor vineyard : and Jezebel, his wife, feemed 
to think, that his royalty did not deferve the name, 
if he could hot gratify himfelf in this inftance. 
** Doll thou now,'* Ihe fays, " govern the kingdom 
'* of Ifrael * ?** Has no^ many a prince cheerfully 
hazarded his crown for the mere poffibility of en- 
joying abfolute^fway? This is the groffeft arro- 
gance in man, who is a worm. But fovereign 
authority is eflential to the majcfty of God. His 
will is not influenced by any caufe without him- 
felf. But we are by no means to form our judgment 

N3 of 
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of divine* fovereignty, by comparing it with the 
arbitrary will of a finful creature. For God ne- 
ver exercifes bis fovereignty without a proper end. 
He is entirely fovereign in the difplay of his per- 
feftions, and in the manner and degree in which 
he difplays them. But his fovereignty is con- 
ftantly exercifed according to the rule of his per- 
fe<Slion«. It is always in entire confiftency with 
his holinefsand juftice, wifdom and goodnefs. 
While fovereignty is ftill regulated by thefe per- 
fediionsy it lends them a peculiar luftre. It is the 
royal fplendour of all the other attributes of God. 
Suppofe him to be poffefled of all pofiible perfec- 
tions, and yet to aft neceflarily in the difplay of 
thefe ; it would greatly derogate from their glory. 
We could not, indeed, acknowledge •him as the 
Supreme Being. By this, more than by any of 
his moral perfedlions, he is diftinguif^ied from 
every creature, even the mqft exalted. To ** do 
*^ bis pleafure," is the higheft honour to which any 
creature is advanced K But the Almighty difplays 
his felf-exiftence and independence, by ftill doing 
what pleafes himfelf. When,ther^ore, the Church 
teftifies her aflurancc, " that the Lord is great, 
** and that our Lord is above all gods ;'* this is 
the evidence that fhe immediately produces. He 
*^ hath done whatfoever he pleafed^/' 

I. The work of Creation, in various refpeds, 
unfolds this attribute. He, who is Being itfelf, 
was under no neceffity of nature to communicate 
being to any other. He is equally independ^it 

of 
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of all creatures for his bleflednefs, as for his be- 
ing. The pofleifion of thoufands of worlds cannot in 
the.leaft enrich him. The praifes of myriads of 
men ox angels can make tio addition to his felici- 
ty. Why, then, did he create the univerfe ? Juft 
becaufe be pleafcd* The fovereignty of his plea- 
fure, as difplayed in the work of creation, is in- 
feparably conneded with the work itfelf, as an 
equally cogent reafon for the higheft praife. 
" Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
^^ honour, ^d power; for thou haft created all 
" things, and for thy pleafure they are, and were 
** created ^/^ He did not create, without an end 
worthy of himfelf He propofed the manifefta- 
tion of his infinite wifdom, power and goodnefs. 
On the fuppofition of his engaging in this work, 
he could have np other end in view. But ftill his 
creating, with this very defign, was the rcfult of a 
fovereign ad of his will. For he did not iland in 
need of any external manifeftatioh of his perfec-» 
tions ; his bleffednefs confifting in the eternal con- 
tem{dation of thefe, in his own infinite mind. 

Is it inquired, why God did not.begin to create, 
till within lefs than fix thoufand years back from 
the prefent time, when it was in his power to 
have git^cn a far earlier, difplay of his perfedions ? 
Or why, when he had exifted from eternity alone, 
he in time :gave being to creatures formed for fel- 
lowfliip with him ? It. may indeed be faid, that 
TO finite nature can exift from eternity j and that, 
although the moft remote period^ which the m^od 
N4 of 
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of man can conceive, had been fixed on by God as 
the- date of creation, it would nc^ have approach* 
ed nearer to eternity than did the adual ert of 
creation. But flill the principal foluticm is, that 
this was the divine pleafure. 

Is it alked. Why did he extend or confine his 
work to fix days ? Why hath he formed foch a 
certain number of creatures, and neither more 
nor fewer ? Why hath he given being to many, 
for which we can difcern no ufe ? to many, the 
exiftence of which has moll probably ^ever been 
learned, that are hid in the abyfles of the fea, and 
therefore cannot be the means of difplaying his 
perfeftions ? To thefe queftions, and to others in- 
numerable which might be propofed, we muft 
ftill give the fame anfwer, " The Lord hath done 
*^ whatfoever he pleafed,"r-in the feas, and in all 
^* deep places." 

Man and beaft, as to the bodily part, acknow- 
ledge the fame humble origin. ^* God ^d. Let 
** the earth bring forth the living creatmre after 
^^ his kind, cattle and creeping thing, and beaft of 
** the earth after iiis kind. — ^And the Ix>rd God 
" formed man of the duft of the ground-.*' That 
fame duft of which God formed man, and which 
he animated with a rational and immortal fpirit, 
conformed to his own image, might, with equal 
propriety, had he fo pleafed, gone to the forma- 
tion of the vileft reptile that crawls on the earth ; 
and the duft of which that reptile is compofed, 
iR^ht havQ conftiuited the corporeal past of man. 

But 
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But in this refped the Almighty Potter hath ma^ 
xiifefted his " power over the clay, of the fame 
" lamp to make one veffel unto honour, and an- 
♦* other onto difhonour ^." And fhall we dare to 
aifign limits to his fovereignty ? Shall we fay to 
this glorious agent, " Hitherto fhalt thou come, 
^* and no further ?*' Shall we admit his fovereignty 
in the old creation, and refufe it in the new ? 
Shall we acknowledge his right to do with that, 
which was negatively innocent, as he pleafed ; and 
deny him. the fame right as to that which had ac- 
tually offended him ? When the whole lump of 
our nature is corrupted by fin, fhall we prefurae to 
fay to him ; ** Thou mayeft not do according to thy 
** pleafure ; but mufl be determined by the will 
** of the clay ?'* Shall we not rather adopt the 
acknowledgment of the Church ? " Now, O Lord, 
" thou art our father : we are the clay, and thou 
** our Potter, and we all are the work of thy 
♦* hand e/' If we refufe this fubmiffion, we ma/ 
be aiTured that he fhall " dafh us in pieces as a 
** potter's veffel.' • For ** wo unto him that ftri- 
" veth with his Maker : let the potfherd flri ve with 
" the potiherds of the earth : fliall the clay fay to 
' " him that fafhioncth it, What m^efl thou ? oi 
" thy work, He hath no hands ? Wo unto him that 
" faith unto his father. What begettefl thou ? or 
** to the woman. What hafl thou brought forth ^ ?'^ 
Would fuch queftions, if addreffed to our earthly 
parents, argue the mofl daring impiety ? What 
terms fhall we find for expreffing their wicked- 

nefs, 
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ttefs, wh^n direftcd to the Almighty Parent him- 
felf ? Of what account is the clay to the potter ? 
If ** the veffel, that he. made of it, be marred in 
*^ his hand, he makes it again another reflel, as 
*^ fsems good to the potter to make it." Thus 
doth the- Lord addrefs us ; " O boufe of Ifrael, 
** cannot I do with you as this potter ? Behold, 
" as the clay is in the potter's hand, fo are ye in 
,** mine hand, O houfe of Ifrael ^" Man is a very 
important being in his own eye. But doth this 
increafe his confequence with his Maker? On 
the contrary, ** all the inhabitants of the earth are 
" reputed as nothing '^.'' " Behold, the nations are 
" as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the 
•'•fmall duft of the balance: behold, he taketh 
" up the ifles as a very little thing. — All nations 
** before him are as nothing, and they are counted 
** to him lefs than, nothing, and vanity ^'' 
• 2. This perfedtion is very apparent in the 
whole management of the world of nature. Often 
indeed does God employ the elements as the in- 
ftruments of his juftice. But in his ordinary ad- 
miniftration, they are to be viewed as the moni- 
tors of his fovereignty. " Fire, hail, fhow, va- 
" pour, flormy wind, fulfil his word *»•'' He not 
only, for judgment, " caufeth it to rain on one 
** city, and not on another ° ;" but, becaufe it is 
his pleafure, he caufeth " it to rain on the earth 
** where no man is, on the wildernefs whereip 
" there is no man ^.''. " He fendeth forth his com- 

' " mandment 
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<* mandment upon earth ; his word runneth very 
" fwiftly. He giveth (how like wool ; he fcat- 
" tereth the hoar-froft like afhes. He cafteth 
** forth his icfe like morfels ; who can ftand be- 
" fore his cold ? He fendeth out his word, and 
" melteth them: he caufeth his wind to blow, 
** and the waters flow.'' All thefe are efFeds of 
his fovereignty in the natural kingdom ; and his 
condud: in the world of grace is ftridly analo- 
gous. For it immediately follows ; " He fliew- 
*^ eth his word unto Jacob, his flatutes and his 
** judgments unto Ifrael. He hath not dealt fo 
** with any nation : and as for his judgments, 
•* they have not known them p." 

3^ God hath difplayed his fovereignty in con- 
fecrating tht /event b part of our time to his fer- 
vice. The worlhip of rational creatures is found- 
ed on the nature of God. But the limitation of 
the time, to be devoted to his fervice, depends 
upon his will. He might have reftrifted the la- 
bour of man to five days, or extended it to feven. 
He might have claimed fix parts of our time, and 
allowed us only the feventh to ourfelves. In thi$ 
cafe, we could have had no right to complain j 
for he would have ordered matters fo, that, what 
part of our time foever was devoted to work, 
would have' been fuflicient for our fuftenance. 
The reafon afligned for the co;ifecration of a 
feventh .portion of our time^ is God's working fix 
days, and refting on the feventh 'i. But this ig 
only to be viewed as the immediate reafon. As 

.his 

p Pftl. cxlvii. 15.— 26. ^ Gob. ii. i, 3. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



264 ^^ DIVINE SOVEREIOKm 

his working exaftly fix dajs depended on his fo- 
vereign pleafure ; to the fame fource mull the 
fanftification of a feventh part of our time he ul- 
timately ttaced. For he previoufly determined, 
in the immutable counfel of his will, to work 
only fix days, to reft on the feventh, and there- 
fore to appropriate ■ this portion of time to his 
worftiip. 

4, God hath fignally difplayed his fovereignty 
in permitting the entrance of ^n. It would be 
every way unworthy of God, to fuppofe that he 
could not have prevented this. He, who formed 
intelligent creatures after his own image, could 
as eaiily have fecured them in the poileffion of 
this ftate of integrity, without a poffibility of fall- 
ing. Had he pleafed, fin would have been un- 
known both to angels and to men. We may be af- 
fured, therefore, that he had a proper end in view 
in determining the permiflion of this greateft of 
evils, Reafon itfelf teaches us, that whatever 
. is permitted by the moral Governor of the world 
muft be for the beft. Scripture confirms its voice, 
by informing us that God maketh " the very wrath 
•* of man to praife him.^' We may therefore reft 
fatisfied, that, in his infinite wifdom, he few that 
he could bring greater glory to . himfelf even by 
means of fin, than if it had never been permitted. 
He knew that there would be an opportunity for 
the difplay of perfedtions, which otherwife, al- 
though revealed, could never have Jbeen excrci- 
fed ;— for the difplay of juftice in the punifhment 
of fiOy or of mercy in the pardon of it, or of both 

with 
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with refpcA to different objeds. But his know- 
ledge of the poffibilitj of this^ laid him under n^ 
ceceffity as to the event. Was it an aiEfc of hia 
fovereign will to manifeft his perfeftions ait all ? 
It was no U& a ibfvereign a£b to determine that 
they ihouU be difplayed in this particular way, 
as the confeqnence of the entrance of fin. Had 
he feen meet to reftrid: himfelf to that difplay of 
kis perfedioQS which was confiftent with a ftate 
tf univerfal innocency, no one could hare had a 
right to find fault. Althongh millions of intelli^ 
gent creatures fufier, in confeqnence of his permit- 
ting the entrance of fin, no one may dare to com- 
plain. For, " who hath enjoined him his way ? 
" or who can fay, Thou haft wrought iniquity ^" 
Again, the meafure of this evil is entirely the 
refult of his fovereign plcafure. He might have 
fiiffered fin to enter ^mong ai^ds, and prevented 
its introdudion into our lower world. Or he 
nught have permitted this rebellion on his foot- 
ftool, and prevented the poffibility of its raifing^ 
its head around his throne. It might have been 
£0 ordered, that only a part of the human race 
fliould have been involved in rebellion ; while the 
integrity of others might have been fecured, like 
that of holy angels. Nay, he might have fof- 
fered the evil to extend as far in heaven as it hath, 
done on earth, and given it that reftraint on earth, 
which it hath had in heaven. Various conjecaures 
may be offered as to the realbns of the divine 
cooduft in thefe refpeds ; and various reflections 

may 
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may be made, illufiriting its infinite propriety/ 
Butallttiefe things muft.be ultimately refolyed 
into the pleafure.of Him who ** worketh all things 
" after the counfel ofhifi own will.*." 
- We may add, that one great end for which God 
bath permitted the entrance of this ^reatcft of 
evils, is deeply to impcefs rational creatures with 
a fenfe of. this adorable perfection* It might hare 
been raanifefted in a variety of inftances, although 
iin had never entered. • 'It was, as has been feen; 
aftually manifcftcd before the entrance of fin. But, 
had not the eternal interefts of intelligent crea- 
tures immediately depended on the exercife of 
this perfedion, it could never have appeared with 
fuch glory and majefty. 

.5. The fovereignty of God eminently appears 
in fufpending the whole happinefs of manldnd on 
the conduSl of o;z^ perfon. This perfedion, indeed, 
is not the only one that may be traced in the fe-« 
deral charaftec given to our common parent. If 
we take a juft view of it, we Ihall perceive a 
flxiking difplay of divine grace. The carnal heart, 
which ftill teflefts on the ways of God, may be 
apt to accufe his juftice, and to infimiate, that 
matters had been fet on a better footing for the 
human race, if the happinefs or mifery of every 
individual had depended on his own condudk ; 
that, in this cafe, although many, ". like Adam/^ 
might " have tranfgrefled the covenant," it is 
improbable that all would have done fo ; that, at 
any rate, the fall, and the confequent mifery of 

fome, 
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Jbmc, would have deterred others from foHo\ring 
their example. But every one knows, that therfe 
is no tie which more powerfully . reftrains man 
than a regard to his offspring ; that this will in-^ 
fiuence, when every other confideration is in.ef- 
fedaal. And furely, there never was a parent 
who felt the force of this obligation fo powerful-^ 
ly as Adam. He felt it in all its finlefs purity^ 
and in all its poflible extent. His individual in- 
tereft was not merely at flake. He faw count- 
lefs millions of his pofterity looking up to him as 
the truftee of their happinefs, or as the caufe of 
their mifery, not for time only, but for eternity. 
He knew that every one of thefe, in their fucc^f- 
five generations, would either rife up and call 
him bleffed, or accufe him as the murderer of his 
offspring. 

But although we have abundant reafon to ad- 
mire the grace of God in this tranfadion, it alfo 
bears a ftriking imprefs of fovereignty. It flow- 
ed from the nature of God, that, when he formed 
a rational creature, he fhould give him a law^ 
But his entering into covenant with man was the 
refult of his pleafure. He might have made a 
covenant with Adam, without the idea of reprcT 
fentation ; or he might have extended it to all> fo 
that the condition fliould have refpeded every 
one in. an individual capacity. He doth not ^ik, 
the confent of all whom this covenant concerns. 
As the Lord of all, he fubjeds them to it in their 
pomraon parent. He doth not even require th^ 
fprmal confent of the common reprefentati ve. As 



Digitized by 



Googk 



%0^ QfT WVIKE SOVBltMGirTr. 

a ibvereign, he promulgates the covenant in the 
fi>rm of a command : ** The Lord God command-^ 
** edthe man ^'^ He denies liberty to his crea-^ 
tore to difpute bis authority. He knew that an 
innocent creatm^e could not do fo* The time, li- 
Aiited for probation, depended alio entirely on his 
will. He might either make this known to Adam^ 
or conceal it from him, as he pleafed. 

6* Me fignally difplayed his forcreignty in im- 
mediately fufpending the happinefs of man on 
obedience to ^pojttive precept " The Loim God 
•' commanded the man, faying. Of every tree of 
*' the garden thou mayeft freely eat ; but of the 
^ tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
" (halt not eat of it ; for in the day that thou 
**cateft thereof, thou fhalt furely die"/' Had 
man tranfgrefled any precept of the moral law^ 
his fall would have been no le(s certain. But 
why make a regard to this pofitive injundion the 
turning hinge of his obedience ? Why not rather 
reft it on a moral precept, the reafonablenefs of 
which would have been more evident to man, as 
flowing from the nature of his Creator ; while the 
idea of difobedience might have afFeded his mind 
with greater horror? Here God manifefted his 
abfolute authority.. Had he fixed on a moral, 
rather than on a pofitive precept, the reafonable- 
nefs of the thing itfelf might have feemed to be the 
origin of the obligation. But God would teach 
bis creature, that bis will was the formal reafoa 
of obedience ; and that man was equally bound 

to 

• t Geo. ii. itf. u Oen. ii. 16, 17. 
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4o obey, where he faw no abftrad reafon ibrthe 

d«y, as where he did. Whtofle we mdy^obfervie 

by the wa)r» ihat moral obligation is not founded 

on what forae call <* the fknefs of things,'' but op 

^be win of tthe Supreme Lawgiver ; and ^at this 

ean be known to us only in confequenoe of his 

being pleafed to reveal 4t. Cod makes man lord 

of the lower creation. But he muft know, that 

his dominion is limfked, and that abfolute fove- 

reignty is -the -prerogative cff his Maker alone. (Kfe 

gives him- power over all things in this world, but 

one. A fingle tree fhows the limitation of his 

' authority. The more paltry the objeA, the more 

striking the difplay of divine dominion. This ia 

-a tree, not without Eden, or in art obfcure comer 

of it, but ** in the midft of the garden." It muft 

be ftill in his eye, or in his way, while he is en* 

gaged about his woifk ; that it may ftill remind 

iiim of'thefovcreignty of God, and of his own de- 

;pendence. Theauthority of the Lawgiver muft 

be no lefs the reafon of his faith, than of his obe- 

niience. Nothing in the appearance of the tree 

could indicate tliat^ fatal tendency afcribed^to it 

but every thing quite the contrary. 'For ^^it was 

** good for 'food, and pleafant to the eyes^/* Yet 

•man is bound to believe that the talleof this tree 

is mortal, becaufe God hath faid it. He muft ra^ 

ther difcredit the evidence of his own fenfes, than 

that of God. His underftanding niuft refufe to 

liear Iheir teftimony, however plaufible, in con* 

€radii^n tO' the divine.* , - 

Vol. II. O 7. The 

? Oen. m,6. 
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f. The divine condudl with refped to Mgtlf 
contains a (Iriking difplay of fovereignty. God^ 
in his eternal purpofe, chofe fome angels, and re- 
jefted others. We accordingly read of eled an- 
gels. Thus Paul addrefles Timothy ; " I charge 
" thee before God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
"the eleft angels ^.'' On them he determined 
to confer an eternity of holincfs and felicity ^ 
while he decreed to permit the fall of myriads of 
others, and to leave them in their ftate of guilt 
and mifery. Thefe, whom he fufiered to fall, and 
whom he caft off for ever, were by nature as pure 
and perfedl as thofe who " kept their firft eftate." 
.Hence it is evident, that they were chofen, not 
becaufe of any fuperior excellency, but merely 
from diftinguifliing love. Their Handing, while 
others fell, muft be ultimately refolved into the 
purpofe of God, pre-ordaining that they Ihould 
Hand. For nothing takes place in tjme, but in 
confequtnce of an unalterable decree from eter- 
nity. 

It pleafed God to difplay the fovereignty of his 
will, not merely with refpeft to his creatures as 
fallen, but with refpei^ to them as innocent. He 
willed to fhow, not only that, as tranfgrefibrs, 
they could not make themfelves to ; differ ; but 
that, as iinlefs creatures, their {landing primarily 
depended on an adt of his fovereign pleafure. We 
are bound, indeed, to believe, that both thofe an- 
gels who apoftatized, and man, had abftraftedly a 
Efficiency of grace for obedience, if they inclined 

to 
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to iexercife it. But they could not continue in* the 
proper exercife of their freedom of will, uplefs 
God willed that they ihould do fd. For ** in him 
** we are moved *•" As the creattre cannot re- 
fift the diyine will, as little can he effectually will 
any thing, unlefs it be the pleafure of God that 
the event fhall certainly take place. 

It therefore appears, that God abiblutely de-^ 
creed the permiffion of fin, in order to illuilrate 
the glory of his own fovereignty and independ-^ 
ence, as contrafted with the mere dependence of 
his moft exalted creatures ; to fhew that, in their 
moft perfeft ftate, they are indebted to him, not 
only for their faculties, but for the proper exer- 
cife' of them in every inftance ; and that even 
when they have happinefs in their own hands, 
they cannot keep it, except the Supreme Lord 
efficacioully will that this fhall be the calb* He 
fuffered his moft holy creatures to manifeft their 
comparative imperfection, for the illuftration of 
his own abfolute an^ immutable perfection. ** Be- 
*' hold, he put no truft in his fervants, and his an- 
" gels he charged with folly y."*' Thus he makes 
it evident, that the greateft glory of the creature 
confifts, not in his will being independent of God\ 
but in its being fo determined and influenced by 
his, that the creature camfiot poflibly choofe what 
is evil. For furcly^ an elcd angel, who cannot 
fin, is in a ftate of higher perfection than one, 
who, although free from fin, might be a devil the 
next moment* The creature is never fb like hn 
^ Oa Maktr, 

■ X Afts ZTu. ftf » 7 Job if. tt. 
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Maker, as when, by a ibrereign a£t of the 4miie 
will, he is unalterably determined to good. Hiat 
freedom of will which Adam had, and wki<^ 
many of his fallen race lay claim to, sdthough it 
may feem more remote from dependence, is nearer 
to fin. It has the femblance df a greater confor- 
mity to the fovercignty of God« But it has no- 
thing more. For the abffokite fovereignty of his 
will is infeparsd^ly conjueded with the immutabi- 
lity of his nature. Whtle^he does whatfoever he 
wills, he cannot will to do what is inconfifient 
with his infinite holinefe. 

We may chbferve, by the way, the ahfitnBty of 
the doftrine of thofe who affcart, Aat God hfts gi- 
yen to aU» who bear tbf^ gpfpAf a iiiffidency of 
grace to believe and xepent, if ttey wifl. F« if 
Cod does not effe^ually will that tbey ihall be- 
lieve and repent, all this pretended Xuffictency of 
^race moft be to no purpofe. It is alfo cndtnU 
that the ftate of every believer in Chrtft is more 
feoure than was that of the &rft Adam. Far the 
will of the Chriftian, by t^ie inalterable purpofe 
and almighty power of God, is uiKrhaqgeaky, 
although in this life imperfe^y, determined to 
good ; whereas that of our common reprdfeota^ 
tive, althou^ perftd, was mutable. 

The £une fovereignty appears, when we coBfi«> 
der the lifay in which tbey, are Idrou^t to ooa^ 
^rmation in their ftate of bleflednefs. Had God 
jpleafed, he might have permitted their apofiacy, 
iaa well.as that of the other ^Vibas of God/' Such 
w»8 hi5 conduft towards blithe " veflels of mercy*' 

among 
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ailiofig Ae human race. Their Mi mtift be pre- 
parttory to a more glorious wfing. But while he 
glorifies his fovereignty, he will do it in a variety 
of ways, whether merey or juftice be the end. 
While he rs plcafed to fave fbme loft finners of 
ttiankind, he choofcs rather to preferv^e a part of 
the angelic family from being loft. 

But perhaps the fovereignty of God moft fig- ^ 
niAy appears in the reje<5ion of all the fallen an- 
gels. ^ God fpared not the angels that finned, 
•' but caft them down to hell, and detivered them 
'* into chains of darknefs, to be referved unto 
** judgment ^^' " The angels which kept not their 
•• firft eftate, but left their own habitation, he 
•* hath referved in everlafting cliains, under dark- 
•* ncfe, unto the judgment of the great day *." 
Here the difplayof fovereignty appears more ftri-^ 
king, if we contraft with this his conduft towards 
meaty of the human race. They have become 
partners with devils in their guHt and condemna- 
tioft ; yet they are objeds of mercy. Although, 
'm the feale of being, the human nature is far in- 
ferior to the angelic ; men are ** redeemed from 
*? the loweft hell," while this is the portion of all 
the Mien angels. Thefe morning-Jlars are cover- 
ed with everlafting darknefs, and worms of the 
d«lt aire exalted in their ftead. No Saviour is 
provided for a fuperior nature; yet the eternal 
Word becomes flefli. " For verily he took not - 
^« upon him the nature of angels, but the feed 
** of Abraham ^" Angels are eternally punifhed 

O 3 for 
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for one tranfgreffion. Men, whofe iniquities are 
jpore than the hair3 upon their heads, are pardoned. 
Mercy \s not once exhibited to one angel that 
fell ; while tjiofe finners of the hpman lamilf, 
who have a thoufand tiines rejected this gra* 
cious exhibition, are eventually ** brands plucke4 
"out of the fire." 

The ingenuity of man has devifed various rca- 
fons for the divine conduA in this refpeft. It ha^ 
been fuppofed, that Cfod might choofe rather to 
fave fallen m^n than fallen angels, becaufe the 
lattef finned without any temptation j ivhereas 
man was caught in the fnare of the devil. It has 
been faid, that there was not the fame reafon for 
the recovery of any of the angelic family, becaufe 
the apoftacy did qot extend to them all. Various 
conjedures of a finailar kind have been made. 
But we can giv^ po otheir reafon for God's p^- 
fing by all fallen angels, while he fixed his love 
on fome of o\i^r ^bellious race, than that which 
"We have in the language of Nebuchadnezzar: 
** He do^h according to his will in the army of 
" heaven %*' Legioifs of this army rebelled a- 
gainft their Loan. Had he pleafed, he could 
h ave delivered them frpm their gu^lt, and refto- 
red thetn to obedience. But it was bis will that 
they Ihould eternally reap the fruits of their di(. 
obedience. 

If " he dotl^ according to his will in the army 
" of heaven,'' who can deny his right to do fo— 
'* among the inhabitants of this eartl^ ?" If Qod- 

might 
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*night choofe feme angels, and rejed others, may 
he -not z€t the fame part with refpe<a to men ? If 
diere was no injuftice or partiality in his condud 
towards thefe " fons of God ;*' can his condud 
be unjuft or partial in making a fovereign dif« 
tindion among the fons of Adam ? If the one was 
not inconfiftent with his infinite goodnels, how 
can fuch inconfiftency appear with refped to the 
other ? Let fallen angels complain, if any of them 
can prefume fo far ; becaufe they are all left to pe* 
rifli, while many of the human race are faved. 
** But who art thou, O marif who Jeplieft againft 
** God ?" Might he not with equal juftice have 
condemned the whole of this race, as all the apof- 
tate angels ? If he is pleafed to fave any, al- 
though mercy be not extended to all, what right 
haft thou to arraign his condud ? May he not 
do with his own as he pleafeth ? If thou wilt 
oppofe divine fovereignty, do it confidently. Be- 
fore thou denied the dodrine of a fovereign choice 
among men, tell thy Maker to his face that he 
aded imjuftly in palfing by all the fallen angels. 
But, arrogant creature, thoju art filent on this 
head* Even fallen angels muft be aftoniihed at 
thy blind partiality, and clearly perceive ^that 
thou judgeft of equity aocordihg to the relation it 
bears to thy own intereft. Dr fhall I rather fay, 
that they rejoice in their fuccefs in blinding thy 
mind on this fubjed ; as conftituting an eminent 
part of their revenge againft the fovereign Difpo- 
fcr of all, fof ^e awful difplay of his fovereignty 
(^t their expence ? Is it thus th,ey attempt to rob 
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God ci the ^ory, abd mat» o( tke bIdBbd fniUs of 
tbat attribute fr6m> wkich the; d^riv^- ho benefit 
fbetiifelves ? And is this aU thy return of gralU 
tude to God, for the i^efEible ad'^aiitage that ae-» 
Arties to thy fallen jiature f#om the exercife of 
this adof dble perfeftioo ? Doft th6» " thui re* 
^ quite the LoRDy O fooiiih ini umrMe ?" 

I ihaU o^y further add on this article, that the 
fovtfreignty of God eminently appears in e:(altiog 
fallen itMCoi to greats bonour thatn that enjoyed 
by arigela who never felL I fpeak not of the ho* 
flour to which oifr nature is advanced in the ^r- 
fon of the Mediator. How great is that of th« 
younger brethren ! They are redeemed by the 
blood of Him who is God. They are made to fit 
with hiift updn his throne. The higheft dignity 
to which holy angels are admitted, is that of be-* 
ittg fervaffits to Chrift as Mediator. Nay, " are 
** they liot all ii|iniftei*ing fpirits, fent forth to mi- 
** nifter to them who are the heirs of falvation ?" 
Did they imitate the knguage 6f prefumptvoos 
man, they wotiM ffty ;^ ^ It were honour enough 
** for fallf n Worms, to mmifter to pure fprrits wio 
^' never finned. Inftead bf this,, however, by all 
** ^folutt determination), we are tequiited to mi-f 
^ nifter to them. We muft watch over their bo* 
*' dies, and waft tbek fofdls to heaven^. They ffk 
** On Aeir feats \ and our higheft honour it to 
«* ftand before Qod % or to fly tbroi^h the uni- 
^* verfe in bis ferVice ^/* But were it poffible, 
they could utter fuch language, they would in-» 

ftaflt^ 
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^tntly he harkd into hell. Xliefe inteUigent fyU 
fits muft be fully perfuaded that the difliadion 
reflets from the fovereignty of their Creator jand 
eiren thk fbveieignty they adore. In this confifts 
the perfedion of thefe " minifters of his," that 
they " do his pleafure s." And this very perfec- 
tion are we taught to pray for, as the highcil ho- 
nour of our nature. Our Lord therefore taught 
his difciplesto fay ; " Thy will be done on earth, 
** as it is in heaven ^." 

8. God manifefled his fovereignty, in choofing; 
Ifrael as a peculiar people. Both in the choice 
itfelf, and in the circumftances of it^ may we 
clearly perceive the difplay of this perfedtioa. 
Let us attend to the choice itfelf. Is not God ^e 
common father of men ? Are not all equally his 
offspring ? Hath he not " made of one blood all 
'* nations to dwell on the face of the whole 
" earth ?" Is there any nation, however remote 
from others, however barbarous, to which he can 
fay, Ye are not the work of my hands ? Yet here 
we find him feleding one nation from all the reft, 
to enjoy the honours and privileges of a peculiar 
people. Were they to be more efpecially imder 
Ihc care of his providence ? Was he to favour them 
#with a more fertile land, richer harvefts, a more a* 
bundant increafe ? Was he to give them great- 
er fuccefs againft their enemies, or to make 
them more diftinguifhed for wifdom, and profi- 
ciency in arts and fciences ? All this had been 
Jittlc. He chofe them to the enjoyment of the 
peans of lalvation, while he excluded every other 

nation 
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nation under heaven from this priyilcge. ^ He 
** (hewed his word unto Jacob, his ftatutes and 
" his judgments unto Ifrael. He hath not dealt 
^* fo with any nation j and as for his judgments, 
** they have not known them '.*' 

Miny, indeed^ in order to draw a veil over di* 
vine fovereignty, attempt to depreciate this mer- 
cy ; as if it were to judge hardly of God, to fup- 
pofe that he left all the nations, that were defti* 
tute of revelation, to perifti for eternity. But the 
Ifraelites were affured that this was their diftin* 
guiftiing mercy •, that they were *♦ a blefled pco- 
" pie who knew the joyful found ;" that where 
there was " no vifion, the people would peri(h ;" 
and that God would " pour his fury on the hea* 
'* then." It is the harmonious voice of Scrip- 
ture, that thofe who are " aliens from the com» 
" monwealth of Ifrael,** being " ftrangers to th^ 
" covenants of promife," have therefore ** no 
** hope,*' and are " without God,** or " atheifts 
i' in the world \'' 

If this were not the cafe, I fhall venture to fay 
that the Ifraelites, fo far from being more highly 
favoured than other nations, were treated with 
far greater feverity. If God did not difplay his 
fovereignty in choofing them to the enjoyment of 
privileges neceflary to falvation, he undoubtedly 
difplayed that fame perfeftion, though in a very 
different way, in fubjedling them to a bondage 
from which all other nations were free, whil5 
they were not to be any better for it. For the 
• ' law 

i Ffol QxVnl 19, 10. . k Eph. H. it* 
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law was ^* a yoke, which,'* an apoftle fays, " nei- 
'* ther our fathers nor we were able to bear ^'* 

Whence, then, could God excrcife fuch a 
power as this? Whence is it that we have no 
right to impeach his juftice ? It is becaufe, be- 
IBg the Sovereign Lord, he may " do according 
** to his will among the inhabitants of this earth/' 

Now, what God did to tlie literal poft^rity of 
Jacob, was t3rpical of his conduct to fpiritual If- 
raeh Did he choofe them to be externally ho- 
ly ^ ? This choice was figurative of the eledion 
of his people " to be holy and without blame 
*^ before him in love ?'' Hence, as has been 
formerly obferved, the Spirit of God appliear 
to them that v^ry language, which is prima*" 
rily ufed concerning the type : " Ye are a 
'^ chofen generation, an holy nation, a peculiar 
'/ people ^" What was originally extended to 
gU the defcendants of Jacob, is here reftrifted to 
thofe who are " eled according to the foreknow- 
'5 ledge of God the Father, through fandification 
*^ of the Spirit unto obedience, and fprinkling of 
*f the blood pf Jefus Chrift <>/* 

If we attend to the circurnftances of this choice, 
the fame character will appear to be equally im« 
prefled on it. Were they entitled to this diftinc* 
tion, from any fuperior worth on their part ? If 
this w.as the cafe, they nnift have pofiefied thi^ 
recommendation, in refpeft of origin^ dignity, 
^^alth, extent, wifiom or goodnefs. Were they 
letter than other nations as to origin / What- 
ever 

1 A^ B)^ %9. n Exodi Jut. 6, ^ t Pet. ii. p. o Chap. 1. s. 
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cvcf liity might tkemfelnefs imagine, they hdd no 
pre^emine&oe, dccof ding to tbe eftimation of CU>d. 
Thtts he addrcflcs them : "* Thy birtb^ and thy 
** nativity is of the laad of Canaan^ thy futtbef 
^^ was an Amdrif e, and thy mother an Hhtite ^^ 
Nay» thii^ be cemiiBandfl them to addrcfs him^ whm 
appearing befbve him with their oblations ^ '^ A 
^ Syrian ready to perifh wai my fiaithcr ^'^ In 
theif Memn sq>ptoaches» they mnft ftiU remember 
the wtaemaeU of their origin, and acknowledge 
that; in this refped, they had no ground of boaft* 
hag bdfoie God* 

Could the temporal digtoty of their fitnatton, 
when God (epaarated them to himfelf, entitle them 
ta this diftindion ? Were they not aHefis in & 
gypt ? For feveral centuries they were UrangeM 
in a hold that was not theirs ^ Tea, they were 
fimva. Hid God regarded ixitional dignity, he 
woBld mdoiditedly hare preferred the Egyptians, 
who were imt only their mafters, but a \^ry an*^ 
cient people, and diftingtM&ed as a nation long be- 
finre tbe name of lirael was known. 

They could boaft as little of their riebts. They 
had no pofleffions of their W9iu That Syrian, 
their £ither, from whom they received their name, 
'* fojmuriKd in Egypt *." Abraham I>ad no high- 
er charades Wherever he was, whether in Ca- 
naan, et in Egypt, be was ftill a fojonmer. His 
on]^ e^te was a burial-place, as if God meant 
to teach him, that he fbouU havi; no reft but hi 
the grave* What riches they had, when they left 

Egypt, 
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Egypt, were gwen them by God, as the reward of 
dieir paft feibattrs* 

Did their wAfitf as a people recommend diesi 
to God ? Bo conteniptihk were they in thi* re- 
fpcd, that; had he judged after the manner of 
man, they would have been the laft nation that 
be would have felefted. Obferve how Mofes ad- 
drefles Ifrad on this head. ** The Lord did not 
** let his lave upon yoa, nor choofe yoo, becaiife 
** ye were moore in mim^r than any people, (lor 
" ye were the feweft of all people) ^** This was 
to be an actide in their fblemn confeffion, alrea- 
dy trferred to : ** Thou ftiak ipeak, smd fay be- 
** £[)Ke the Lord thy God> A Syrian ready to pe« 
^ ctfli w:^ my &dier, and he went 4own into £« 
" g3Fpt, and ibjoumed there with a few »/* God 
piomiled then all the ^ood which he afterwards 
conferaed, when they weris 4efpicable as to num- 
bers. He ftid, •" Unto thee will I gvre the land 
** of Gaoaan, die lot ^f your inheritance': when 
^^ they wfire but a few men in number : yea, very 
" few, :and ftcangers in it \^* 

But periiaps their fuperior m^i/Mom procured this 
(bflinguifliuig hoBiour. On the contrary, in cefpeft 
of human "witdcm, ithey w^re greatfy inferior to 
iome other natioas. They w^re far fixrp^fed by 
die I^gyptians. Their condud, in a vafriety of 
iiftances, fhewrB their de6ciency as to divine wif* 
ioB. Had ihey not been formerly enamoured 
mth the brutift imrfliip of Egypt, would they 
ever have thought of making a calf? Hadthey> 

not 
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not been extremely ftupid, would they ever hav6 
thought .of it, after hearing the voice of God ? 
^(ofes accufes them of requiting the Lord, ** as a 
" fooliih people and imwife/' They receive the 
very fame charader from God. ** They are a na- 
'^ tion void of counfel,^ neither is there any un- 
** derftanding in them '^.^ And they continued to 
deferve no better charadcr, in their fucceeding 
generations : ** My people is fooliih, — ^they arc 
** fottifh children, and they have none underftand- 
" ing *•'• 

If they were fi) deficient as to wifdom in di* 
vine things, it cannot be fuppofed that their fu- 
perior goodnefs would atone for their other de- 
feds* This, indeed, is immediately added as the 
great evidence of their want of true wifdom: 
** They are wife to do evil, but to do good they 
** have no knowledge y." Even the fons of Jacob 
were ilained by envy, cruelty and perfidy. They 
hated Jofeph, becaufe their &ther loved him. 
They firft. confpired againft his life, and after- 
wards (bid him for a Have. Their cruel and per- 
fidious condud to the Shechemites made Jacob 
^' to ftink among the inhabitants of the land, a^ 
^* moogft the Canaanites, and the Perixzites « ;" 
the very people whom.Go^, becaufe of their wick- 
ednefs, was to drive out before Ifracl. We have 
formerly feen, that in Egypt they polluted them- 
felves with the idolatry of the inhal^tantsof that 
land. Afterwards, as if a mere conformity to 

their 
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their idolatrous neighbours had been too little, 
they did worfe than all the nations round about \ 
" worfe than the heathen whom the Lord had de- 
" ftroyed before them K'* 

The all-wife God knew their charader when 
he chofe them. None can be fo foollfh as to ima- 
gine that he hoped they would prove better than 
they did, that they would be awed by his judg- 
ments, or mollified by his mercies. He forefaw 
the whole extent of their wickednefs. Thus, he 
exprefsly teftifies that he knew what they were, 
and what they would be. He declares that when 
he fixed his love on them, he difcemed nothing 
that could in any refpedl or degree prove a re- 
commendation. He illuftrates their original fitu- 
ation by a moft fir iking allufion to a child ex* 
pofed. by its unnatural parent, according to a bar- 
barous cuftom that greatly prevailed among the 
heathen. Inftead of wealth or power, he faw no- 
jthing but nakednefs and weaknefs ! Inftead of 
wifdom or moral beauty, all the ignorance of in- 
fancy and the grofleft pollution ! " Thou waft 
** caft out in the open field, to the lothing of thy 
" perfon, in the day that thou waft bom ^^^ He 
alfo declares his certain foreknowledge of their fu- 
ture conduct : ^ I knew that thou wouldeft deal 
•* very treacheroufly, and waft called a tranigreffot 
" from the womb ^.** 

Since fuch was the chara&er of this people^ 
why did God choofe them ? The fovereignty of 

his 
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Jbis own will was the onljr reafoa of his cluuce. 
,He ioodoed for oo diMmiig ^cauie without himfelf. 
Ht took care that thejr ixould 1)e particularly in- 
formed of thjs. Therefore ifdfes, ha^idng in- 
ibtmed the Ifraelites, that the 'Lood 4id not fet 
^18 lo^e upoa them, nor choofe them becanfe of 
theirnumber, fiibjoins ;— ** But because tiie Loap 
^ loved you, aod'becaule he would keep the oath 
^* which he had (worn auito your fathers «•'* Tbc 
falthfiilaefsof God, although heic conned)ed with 
iiis HoveTcigaty^ is not to be confidbred as a xea- 
fon for his Jove, but for their enjoyment of the 
£ruits€f it, in being ** brouglit out," as it Col- 
lows, '^^ with a mighty hand, and jedeemedottt of 
^^ the houfe of bondmen*'' For the operation of 
the &idifulnefs of God, with tt{pe£t to theon, was 
only the fruit jof tht eternal piirpofe <if bis loi^. 
He had ^ fwom to tiieir &tbers/' becaufe he had, 
inab&Otrte foimreignty, chofen their feed to be 
liis peculiar people. Moles elfewhcre aflures tfaeoi, 
that God' ftood in no need of them as a peopk : 
*^ fiefaold, the heaven, and the be9\Qen of heavens 
^ is the IiQU>^s thy <]rod, the. earth aUb with aH 
f* that thenein is. Chdf tiie Lord bad ddigfat in 
^^thyiothers to lovie them, and he chofe their 
<< feed after them, ieven you ahove all people, as it 
^ is this day ^/* And well ^ight the mpoi df 
God remind Ifrael of the fovereignt^ of this 
choice, when he pleads it with God himfelf, as a 
inore powerful argument in their behalf, than uH 
their unworthinefs could be againft them : *' Look 

"aot 
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** not untQ thfe ftubbornnefs of this people, nor to 
*' their wickednefs, nor to their fin. — ^Yet they 
^* are thy people, and thine inheritance &.'*. 

Now,, as, in tha choice of literal Ifrael^ God 
had no refpeft to any worth in the objed of his 
love, this was z, figure of the fovereign manner in 
which he choofes his true Ifrael. They had no 
merit, when he feparated them as his peculiar 
people. Thus they fitly prefigured them, who 
are called^ " not for works of righteoufijefs whjch 
" they have dqne, but of his own mercy.** Did 
he know that the future tondud of his chofen 
people would be equally undeferving ? In this 
alfo they exhibited the character of his fpiritual 
feed. For when he fixed his love on them, he 
forefaw all their wanderings and apoftacies, their 
unbelief and ingratitude. But he *' loved them» 
^* becaufe he loved them.*' If, without any ob- 
ftacle on the part of his juftice or goodnefs, he 
might fingle out one natioil to the enjoyment of 
fpiritual privileges, to the exclufion of every o- 
ther. ; who will prefume to fay that it is incon- 
fiftent with, any of thefe perfedions, that he fliould 
feled certain perfons to the enjoyment of all the 
benefit arifing from thefe fpiritual privileges, al- 
though others be excluded ? Indeed, to fliew us 
the great defign of this part of the divine con4ud» 
we find this national eledion terminating in a 
choice of individuals. When God had ferved his 
ends, by the eledion of a particular nation, when 
be was about to abolifii this.diftindion^ we find 
Vol. II. P ' it 
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it running into an eledion of perfons, to the ex- 
clufion of the body of that once-favoured nation. 
Were the carnal Jews ready to objed, that thfe 
Chriftian religion could not be true, becaufe in 
this cafe God muft have rejeAed his peojde, and 
broken his promife? the apofile-Paul could re- 
ply ; " They arc not all Ifrael, which are of If- 
" rael : neither becaufe they are the feed of Abra- 
^* ham, are they all child ren, — They which arc 
^* the children of the flefli are not the children of 
** God : but the children of the promife are count- 
** ed for the feed." Thus he fliews that it could 
by no means be faid, that " the word of God had 
^* taken none effed ;'* that his promife to the fa- 
thers had failed^. He fhews that the promife, 
although it literally and primarily refpeded the 
choice of the nation, as fuch, to diftinguifhing pri- 
vileges, carried in its womb, nay, ultimately and 
fpecially refpefted a further difplay of divine fo- 
vereignty, in the choice of individuals of that 
jiation to the eflence of thefe privileges ; that, al- 
though its outward afpedt feemed confined to K- 
rael according to the flefh, it was inwardly point- 
ed to all who fhould be the feed of Abraham by 
faith, •* not of the Jews only, but alfo of the 
^< Gentiles ^*' He even Ihews that all along, un- 
der the old difpenfa'cion, the national eledion to 
external privileges, was only a figure of a perfo- 
nal eledion to thofe which are inward ; that the 
former was as it were the covering of the other, 
the cabinet, however precious in itfelf, that con- 
tained 
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tained the more precious jewel. He therefore 
applies the hiftory of Elias, as a proof of perfonal 
and particular eleftion K The prophet imagined 
that he was " left alone'* in the fervice of Jeho- 
vah. " But what faith the anfwer of God unto 
" him ? I have referred to myfelf, feven thoufand 
" men, who have not bowed the knee to Baal.*' 
Here we have an eledlion of individuals^ as diftin- 
guiflied from the nation in general ; an eledion 
of a certain number, " feven thoufand men ;" an 
eleiflion to boline/s, for they made no compliances 
with idolatry ; an tltdiion^ of ^race^ and termina- 
ting in efficacious power ; for God claims the 
work as wholly his own ; " I have referved :** 
and an eledion to the prai/e of the glory of his 
graccy as the end ; " I have referved to myfelP^ 
The apofUe afferts that he. taught no new dodrine ; 
that when he affirmed a perfonal eleftion, he af- 
firmed no more than what was taught by God 
himfelf, and exemplified in the hiftory of Ifrael, 
in the days of Elias : ** Even fo then at this pre- 
" fent time alfo^ there is a remnant, according to 
" the eledion of grace.** Thus it is evident, that 
the national eleftion of Ifrael, to external privi- 
leges, typified^ terminated in^ nay, all along inclu- 
dedy an eledion of perfons to that faving grace of 
which thefe were only the means. 

lo. There never was, and there never will he, 
any nation fo peculiarly diflinguifhed as ancient 
Ifrael. But the fov^reignty of God ftill appears 
in that diftindion which he makes amon^ nations 
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with refped to the means of falvatipn. How 
many nations are there in the world that never 
heard of falvation ? How many, that have been 
deprived of the gofpel during a long feries of 
ages ? Who hath made us, in thefe ifles of the 
fea, to differ from others, as to the external pri- 
vileges of grace ?. Are we Britons fo much better 
than the natives of Hindoftan, that we are favour- 
ed with the gofpel, while they axe buried in the 
darknefs of heathenifm ? Let the hiftory of our 

. condud in that diftant country, for feveral ages, 
give an anfwer to the queftion. Why hath God 
left the Chinefe, perhaps in other refpeds the 
wifeft people in the world, in grofs obfcurity, an^ 
extended his mercy to us ? Did he exped that 

> we would be more grateful and obedient to him, 
or more humane and loving to man, than many 
other nations whom he hath left in darknefs ? To 
fay fo, would be to arraign the foreknowledge of 
God. For there are other nations in the world, 
that never enjoyed the means of falvation, whofe 
manners would extort a blufh from the generality 
of profefled Chriftians, did they " not reftife to 
'* be afliamed.'* We mull either deny divine 
prefcience altogether, or admit that God fore- 
knew all this ; foreknew that the greateft part of 
thofe called Chriftians, would " caufe even bit 
'* name to ftink among the inhabitants" of hea- 
then countries J that their ungodly conduft would 
prove the greateft obftacle to the propagation of 
Chriftianity. Why then did he favour fuch na^ 
tions with the gofpel, and deny it to others ? We 

muft 
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muft undoubtedly refolve it into the fovereignty 
of his own will. This choice of nations to exter- 
nal privileges, is as really an aft of fovereignty, 
as the choice of individuals to eternal life ; unlefe 
it can be proved that the enjoyment of the means 
is not neceflary to the attainment of the end. 
Let thofe who think fo anfwer thefe queftions ; 
" How fliall they believe in him of whom they 
**have not heard? And how fliall they hear 
** without a preacher * ?'* But if it be neceflary to 
hear of Chrill before men can believe in him, and 
if " there is not another name under heaven, gi- 
" ven among men by which we muft be faved ;'* 
furely, God difplays the fovereignty of his will, 
in giving this revelation to fome, and withhold- 
ing it from others. This difplay may not at firft 
ftrike the eye fo much as that with refped to the 
end. But it is for want of attention. For if men 
cannot be faved without the gofpel of the grace 
of God, (and there is not one word in the Bible 
that gives us reafon to fuppofe the contrary), he 
afts no lels fovereignly in refufing men the means, 
than in withholding the end ; becaufe the end 
cannot be attained without the means. 
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SECTION VIH. 



On Divine Sovereignty in the Div\/ion of Canaan; 
T-^be Treatment of the Tribes of Ifrael j^r4be 
Choice of a Place of Worjhip ;^^he Employment 
^f Means and Injlruments of Judgment or Her- 
cy ; — the Di/iribution of Gifts ; — tbe Manage* 
ment of our Lot; — tbe Affii^ions of the Children 
of God ;^--njoitb refpeB to earthly Kingdoms ;^ 
in relation to the Church. — Severe Judgments 
inJliSiedfor the Denial of this ferfeStiqn. 

J I. Thi: fovcreignty of God is illuftrgttd \yy 
the maimer in which he divided the land of Ca* 
naan among the tribes of Ifrael. This was by 
lot, as it was declared by Mofes ™ : " The land 
** fliall be divided by lot ; according to the naines 
*^ of the tribes of their fathers they fhall inherit. 
" According to the lot Ihall tbe polTeffions thereof 
" be divided, between many and few.'* While 
by this ordination God taught his people their de- 
pendance upon his fovereign pleafure for all tem- 
poral mercies,, it had a further and a fpecial refe- 
rence to thofe which " pertain to life and godli- 
** nefs." No tribe, no family could fay, " We 
f* have obtained from Jofhua a better inheritance 
ff than fuch another tribe or family^ becauie we 

m Num. ufi. 55, 56. 
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''had a fuperior claim by our fervices,*' For 
" the lot was caft into the lap, and the whole dif- 
*' pofal thereof was of the Lord.'' No one could 
fay, " I ihall dwell here, becaufe it is my choice/* 
For the choice was wholly God's. In this was 
prefigured the choice of the fpiritual Ifrael; 
which is '' not of him that willeth, nor of hint 
" that runneth, but of God that flieweth mercy/* 
This very language is applied to the feed of the 
antitjrpical Jacob. Thus in the forty-fevcnth 
Pialm, which contains a celebration of the afcen*- 
fion of our Lord, of the true Jofliua's entering 
into his reft, and of the bleiTed fruits of it in the 
fubjeOion of the nations to the faith, the Charctr 
adopts this language, as afcribing all fpiritual 
bleffings to " the good pleafure of his will ;'* 
" He ihall choofe our inheritance for us ; the ex- 
** cellency of Jacob whom he loved V* Nay, 
that Elefl: in whom the foul of the Father de- 
lighteth, employs the fame language concerning 
himfelf, in his public charader. ** Thou main- 
" taineft my lot o." He acknowledges that his 
defignation to the work of redemption, and the 
confequent reward, were primarily to be afcrib^d 
to the fovereign choice of the Father, who " hath 
" chofen us in him p." 

The fame language runs through the whole of 
the New Teftament. Hath God chofen his peo« 
pie to a glorious inheritance ? It was not for 
their forefeen &ith, good works, or perfeverance* 
It is as much of fovereignty as the appointment 
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of the tribes of Ifr^iel to particular inheritaoces. 
The Gentiles are, therefore, faid to " receive ao 
** inheritance,'* literally, ** a lot among them who 
** arc fandified ^'^ We are " made meet to be 
^' partakers of the iot of the faints in light p.'' 
Here creature-merit is excluded on every fide. 
For the inheritance is not only called a lot, but 
tve are faid to be ^^ made meet for^' it, which 
plainly Ihews, that we are naturally unmeet, and 
cannot qualify ourfelves by any thing that we . 
can do. Not only is the^ inheritance faid to be 
given to the people of God by lot : but the ex- 
preflion is reverfed* They are faid to be chofen 
to it, in the fame manner. For in Chrift <' we 
^* have obtained an inheritance," or, " we have 
** been, defigned by lot :'* and no wonder fucb 
language is ufed, as it follows, — " being predef- 
" tinated according to tbc purpofe of him who 
** worketh all things after the counfel of bis own 
** will ^ J** The latter language Ihows the reafon 
why the former is ufed. It is faid, that we are 
defigned by lot; becaufe our enjoyment of the in- 
heritance depends whoUy on the fovereign plea- 
fure of , God. , This mode of expreffioii does not 
denote any thing accidental or contingent with 
refpeft to him ; but that he pays as little regard 
to merit in tbe objeds of his choice, as if they 
were chofen by lot ^ as little, as a creature would 
do, who fliQuld decide with refped to an earthly in- 
heritance in this way. We receive the inhcritanco 
willingly. But it i$ God whp ** wqrketh in us to 
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^will.'* We are eventually qualified for it. But 
this is only as he ** worketh in us to do,'' 

12. As God manifefted his fovereignty, in the 
iitflance already mentioned, with refped to thcr 
tribes of Ifrael in general, he did fo, in other 
inftances, as to particular tribes j families and/^r- 
fons. It is generally admitted, that before the 
giving of the law, the firft-bom of the different 
families of Ifrael had aded as priefts. It ap« 
prais, that for a time God fandioned this prac- 
tice, by- hallowing the firft-bom '. Now, Levi 
was not the firft-bom. Tet his pofterity were fe-^ 
parated to God for the work of the priefthood* 
Was it becaufe of any fuperior worth in their 
progenitor ? Surely no. For Levi was brother to 
Simeon in cruelty. His children could not be 
better qualified than their brethren fox the fervice 
^ the altar, becaufe their father had made a fa- 
crifice of the Shechemites. This defignation is 
wholly referred to the pleafure of God. " The 
^ Lord feparated the tribe of Levi, to bear the 
** ark of the covenant of the Lord, to ftand before 
*^ the Lord, to minifter unto him, and to blefs in 
*• his name ».'* " The priefts, the fons of Levi 
^< (hall come near ; for them the Lord thy God 
^ bath chofen to minifter unto him ^" 

Neither was Judah the firft-bom. But God 
conferred the fceptre on the tribe which bore 
his name. He " chofe not the tribe of Ephraim : 
^ b« chofe the tribe of Judah «." To it alfo he 

gave 
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N gare the exclufive promife of the defcent of the 
Mefliah. In this tribe, the regal power was con- 
fined to the family of Jefie, although it Was not 
diftinguiihed for wealth or greatnefs. Thence 
fome fpake contemptibly of David : ^^ Wha is 
« David ? or who is the fon of jfeffe ^ ?" Fr6m 
this confideration Dav]4 bimfelf extols divine, fo- 
veieignty : ^^ What am I^ and what is my fetber's 
'' houie, that thou haft brought mis hitherto ?'' 
Bethlehem was but a mean village. Yet here 
mnft the Meffiah be born : '' And thoa Bcsthlehem^ 
^* Ephratahy althoi^h thou be little among the 
<< thooiands of Judah, yet out of thee ihall he 
** come forth unto me, that is to be ruler in I£> 
^* f acl '^.^ The family of Jofeph fcems to have 
been one of the meaneft in the houfe of David, or 
belonging to Bethlehem. For Jbfeph and Mary 
coold find no lodging but in a ftable. Tet from 
this family muft the Mefiiah fpring. 

13. God fignalixed his fovereignty in the cbake* 
of that particular place where he would be wor- 
ihipped. All places are alike to Him, to whom 
^*the earth belongs, and the fulnefs thereof j'* 
who •* filletb heaven and earth-/' whom " hea^ 
^* ven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain." 
But, under the law, he inculcated the doctrine of 
his fovereignty on the church, by not only regu- 
lating the whole manner of worihip, but by limit*' 
ing the place. That fhe might have ftill more 
jpeafon for learning unreferved fubmilfion to Jus' 
^111, ihe was long kept in fufpenfe. All that (he 
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Wft8 permitted to know^ was the certainty of God's 
choofing fucb a place. But where it might be» or 
when he might be pleafed to declare his will in 
this refpedy ihe was abfolutely ignorant. ** Tliera , 
^ ihall be a place which the Lord your God ihaU 
<< choofe, to caufe his name to dwell there, thi^ 
^ ther ihall ye bring all that I command y«i «•'* 
He dealt with the feed of Abraham as he had 
done with their father, with refped to that very 
place where he was afterwards to put his name. - 
He commanded him to go and offer up his fon on 
one of the mountains which he fhould tell him 
of y* Here, indeed, was the true Ifaao facrificed« 
This place^ -although in itfelf |io better^ was piie- 
ferred to every other in the tribe of Judab, nay, 
in the land of Canaan : ** Unto the place \vhic^ 
^' the Lord y^ur Qod ihall choofe, cut of ail your 
^ tribes, to put bis name there,*<-thitbef thou 
^' ihalt cpme »•'* If their ritual worfliip, though 
conformable to the divine iafiitution in every 
other reiped, wanted this iingle reqmfite of being 
cStred at this place, they were aifured that it 
would be totally unacceptable \ When the Lord' 
diilinguifhed the tribe of Judah, by putting hj$ 
name in Jerufalem, it was in the way of rejefting 
every place in the tribe of Ephraim. within the 
boundaries of which bis tabernacle had ftood for 
many ages. ** He refufed the tabernacle of Jo^ 
** fepb, and chofe not the tribe of Ephraim : but 
^ chofe the tribe of Jiidah, the Mount Xiotn which 

"he 
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*• he loved \'' Why did he prefer Judah to E- 
phraim, Jerufalem to Shiloh ? In Shiloh, indeed, 
his ordinances had been profaned. But he knew 
that this would foon be the cafe in Jerufalem alfo. 
We can give no reafon for the preference, but 
that which God hiiiifelf gives. This was his own 
pleafore. '* TTic Lord hath chofen Zion ; he hath 
** defired it for his habitation. This is my teft 
" for ever : here will I dwell, for I have defired 

I4« The fame fovereignty appears in the means 
or injlruments which Gk)d employs for accomplilh- 
ing his purpofes either o£ Judgment or of mercy. 

It would naturally occur to us, that when God 
meant to punifh a people for their wickednefs, he 
would employ inftruments prepared for the work 
by a love of righteoufnefs ; that the innocent 
ihould wield the weapons of his vengeance againft 
the guilty, the fincere againft the hypocritical, 
the humble againft the haughty, and the merciful ' 
againft thofe ^ who breathe out cruelty." But 
** his ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts our 
" thoughts.'* He often takes a plan diredly the 
reverfe of that which would be fuppofed, or ap- 
proved, by us. He employs the worft of men for 
the beft of purpofes. He takes inftruments out of 
the deviPs hand for perfbrming his own worL 
He lets loofe hell, that it may fight the battles of 
heaven. Short-lighted creatures are in danger of 
denying the work to be his, becaufe they do not im« 
mediately difcern his hand ; becaufe they difcem 

n# 
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no hand fave that of his enemies. But they con- 
fider not, that while the work is as really his own, 
as if inftruments more apparently fuited to it 
weye employed, there is a more ftriking difplay of 
his wifdom and power, in making* the very wrath 
of man to praife him, and in retraining the re- 
mainder of it. They have not learned, from the 
Sacred Hiftory, that this is the moft ordinary me- 
thod of the divine procedure. When God had 
a work of judgment to execute on the devoted fa- 
mily of the wicked Ahab ^, he employed an in- 
ftrument little better than himfelf% and in one 
refpeft worfe ^. Jehu, not only an idolater, but a 
vile hypocrite, is the man fingled out from all the 
tribes of Ifrael for accomplilhing God's work of 
vengeance on the houfe of Ahab. 

In this very way hath God often punifhed his 
Church. Was not Sennacherib, an ambitious and 
blood-thirfty tyrant, the perfon felefted as the in- 
liniment by whom Jehovah was " to perform 
" his whole work on Mount Zion, and on Jerufa- 
" lem g ?" Here, we find a heathen employed a- 
gainil hypocritical profeflbrs ; a blafphemer of 
the true God ufed as " the rod of his anger.'* 
He, who dared to call the God of Jerufalem an 
idol, receives a commiflion from him to punifh 
his own people \ Does he not deiign the vain- 
glorious fTebuchadnezzar his fervant, even when 
feeking the deftrudion of Judah ? Hear, how he 
fpeaks by his prophet : " Behold, I will fend and 

•* take 
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^take all the families of the north, faith the 
^ Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby- 
^ Ion my fervant, and will bring them againft 
** this land, and againft the inhabitants thereof, — 
** and will utterly deftroy them, and make them 
^ an aftonilhment, and an hilling, and perpetual 
*' defolations '." 

In the fame fovereign way, does he fulfil his 
purpofes of mercy. Sometimes, he employs j^ood 
men in the work. He had a branch of his Church 
even in Sodom. For the deliverance of righteous 
Lot, Abraham obtains viftory over four kings K 
" Who raifed up the righteous man from the 
" eaft, called him to his foot, gave the nations be- 
*' fore him, and made him rule over kings ? He 
** gave them as the duft to his fword, and as driven 
" ftubble to his bow. He purfued them, and paf* 
** fed fafely, even by the way that he had not 
** gone with his feet ^.'* At other times he em- 
ploys wicked men. He had made heathens the in- 
ftruments of puniftiing his people, and heathens are 
employed as the inftruments of their deliverance. 
Cyrus knew as little of the true God as Sennache- 
rib or Nebuchadnezzar. But God raifes him up, 
and gives him all his power and fuccefs for this 
very end, that he might liberate his Church. He 
had called the king of Babylon his fervant. But 
he calls the conqueror of Babylon his anointed^. 
He gives him a more honourable epithet, becaufe 
he called him to more honourable work, to work 

typical 
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typical of that i?hich was to be perfbrmcd by his 
true Anointed. He extends this honour to the 
very anny that Cyrus commanded. They teerc 
to be the initruments of accomplilhing his pur- 
pofes with refpeft to Babylon. Therefore, al- 
though an aflemblage of heathens, he defcribes 
them as fandified, or fet apart to this work, by 
himfelf. Although they knew not that God who 
ftrengthened them, he calls them his " mighty 
" ones.*' H« fpeaks of them as " rejoicing ia 
-" his highnefs,** or ** glory," becaufe they rejoi- 
ced in that work which was to terminate in his 
glory, although they were ignorant of this ». 

Notwithftanding the honourable epithets thus 
beftowed on Cyrus and his army, with refped to 
their work ; a very different pi<9:ure is given of 
both, when their own charader and defigns are 
taken into confideration. They are exhibited as 
** a cruel people, that will not Ihew mercy,'* as 
** having no pity on the fruit of the womb, and 
** whoTe eye flioujd not fpare children «*.** Cjrrus 
himfelf gets no better charader than that of a 
bird of prey. While Jehovah appeals to the 
immutability and abfolute fovereignty of his pur^ 
pofe, as an incontrovertible evidence of his being 
the only true God ; he at the fame proclaims his 
almighty power in the manner of accomplilhing 
it. ^^ I am God, and there is none elfc,^Hlecla- 
*♦ ping the end from the beginning, and from an- 
" cient times the things that are not yet done, 
** faying, My counfel (hall ftand, and I will do all 

"my 
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^* my pleafure : calling a ravenous bird from thf 
^* eaft, the man that executeth my comiiel from a 
^ far country : yea, I have fpoken it, I will alfo . 
^ bring it to pafs ; I have purpofed it^ I will alfo 
" do it P.*' Behold the fovereignty of God ! He 
who " called the righteous man from the eaft," 
is the fame who " called a ravenous bird from 
^ the eaft :" and both for the fame work of libe- 
rating his captives. Both are under his direc- 
tion, and in the calling of both he difplays equal 
righteoufhefe. For he faith of Cyrus, ** I have 
** raifed him up in righteoufnefs *i.'' 

Did the Lord deftroy literal Babylon by means 
of ** a ravencJus bird ?*' Did he do it in righte- 
oufnefs ? Need we wonder, then, though he fhould 
obferve the fame courfe, in accomplifbing the de- 
ftrudion of myflical Babylon, of which the other 
was only a^ type ? though he " cry to all the 
** fowls that fly in the midil of heaven. Come and 
^* gather yourfelves together unto the fuppcr of 
^* the great God ^ ?'• Although, in the defbudion 
^f Babylon, God fhould employ men as irreligious 
as the heathen, or more fo, as mercilefs as the 
Medes ; we mud not therefore either deny, or be 
prejudiced againft his work, The wickednefs of 
the infbnaments is wholly their own. Whatever 
<jod does by them, he does it ^* in righteouf- 
" nefs,''— Yet mark his language ; " I^ will fKr 
^' up the Medes againft them : — ^their bows alfo 
** fhall dafh the young men to pieces, and they 
^* fhall have no pity^•* *' The Lord hath raifed 

*'up 
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^ up the fpirit of the kings of the Medes : for 
^ his deiire is againft Babylon, to deftroy it : be« 
^* caufe it is the vengeance of the Lord, the ven^* 
" geance of his temple ■/' 

God often gives a ftriking difplay of his fovei 
reignty in punifhing iin by fin. He does fo in 
various ways. He makes one fin its own poniih- 
ment. He punifhes one fin by another commit- 
ted by the fame perfon. Or, he punilhes the fia 
of one perfon, by means of a fin committed 
hy another. A3 virtue is its own reward, in as 
far as " the ways of wifdom are ways of plea- 
** fantnefs, and all her paths peace ;" fin often 
provesjks own punifhment, in that mifery which 
it brings along with it, as infeparable from its 
nature. Ahab's covetoufnefs, in defiring the vine- 
yard of Naboth, was undoubtedly his fin. But 
it was as certainly his punifhment. For he ** was 
*' heavy and difpleafed, — and laid him down up* 
<' on his bed, and turned away his face, and would 
^ eat no bread ".'* The pride of Hamaa was al^ 
fb its own punifhment. For notwithftanding his 
great honours, he fays } *^ All this availeth me no* 
*^ thing, as long as I fee Mordecai the Jew fitting 
^* at the king's gate \** 

Sometimes, he punffhes a former fin by one 
that fucceeds it. The fin of Judas, in betraying 
his Mafter, was punifhed by his being left to be<- 
come his own murderer. The Gentiles provoked 
God by their idolatry, in ** changing the glory of 
** the uncorruptible God into an image made like 

Vol. n. Q^ "unto 
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** unto corruptible man, and to birds, and four- 
" footed beads, and creeping things." Now, mark 
their puoifhment*. " Wherefore God alfo gave 
" them up to uncleannefs." And again ; ** Even 
^* as they did not like to retain God in their 
/* knowledge,'* or, " in acknowledgment, CJod 
*^ gave them over to a reprobate mind ^.'' 

He alfo puniflies the fin of one perfon by that 
of another. The fin of David in the matter of 
TJriah and Bathfheba, was puniflied by the inccft 
of Ablalom. Therefore the Lord fent this mef- 
fage to David : " Thus faith the Lord, Behold, 
** I will raife up evil againft thee out of thine own 
^* houfe, and I will take thy wives before thine 
" eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and 
" he fhall lie with thy wives in the fight of this 
f fun. For thou didft it fecretly : but I will do 
^ this thing before all Ifrael, and before th< 
<* fun ».*♦ 

In a wofd, the God of infinite holinefs often 
ufes Satan himfelf as his infi:rument. Thus we 
read, that, when he was plaguing the Egyptians, 
he ** fent evil angels among them \'' He permit- 
ted him to ad as a lying fpirit in the mouth of 
the falfe prophets of Ahab, when he was about 
to accomplifh the deftrudtion of this wicked prince. 
He even' employs'him as an infl:rument for chaf- 
tening his own people. Job was in part fub- 
jeded to his power. We read of a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan had long bound. And 
the general experience of the Church concurs with 

the 
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the tcftimony of infpiration, in afluring us, that 
when a loving father means to humble and prove 
his own children, he often fubjeds them to fe- 
vere difcipline, by means of the temptations of 
this cruel one. 

From thefe reflexions we may learn, that we 
ought never to judge of a work merely from the 
means or inftruments employed. Did we follow 
this rule, we would be at times in danger of mif- 
taking God's work for the devil's, and the de- 
vil's for God's. Often God is doing his own work, 
when the carnal eye can perceive nothing but the 
fad working of human corruptions. And often 
the devil is doing his, when ** transformed into 
*• an angel of light," and coming with fuch " de- 
•* ceivablenefs of unrighteoufnefs," that " eveil 
** the children of God may be in part deceived.'* 
It is npt to the outward afpeft of Providence that 
we are to look for direftion ; but " to the law, 
** and to the tcftimony.^ Let us alfo beware of 
undervaluing his work, becaufe of the inftru- 
ments. This is an homage that he claims to his 
fi)vereignty, that wtc fhould not prefumc to limit 
him. For " as the heavens are above the earth, 
** fo are his ways above our ways, and his thoughts 
" above our thoughts." 

15. The fame fovereignty appears in the dif- 
ttibution of natural gifts. One " rejoiceth irt 
** his ftrcngth." The life of another is a con- 
ftant ftruggle with conftitutional imbecility. One 
is diftinguilhed for the gift of prudence ; while 
indifcretion is the chara€teriftic of another, Rea- 

0^2 fon, 
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font IP ooe, feen^s to vie with the intelled of im,* 
gels; in another, it fcarcely equals animal in* 
ftind. Whence proceed^ this aftonifliing diffcrr 
cnce ? We muft not deny tjic operation of fe- 
condary caufes. But it mull be ultin^ately refd- 
yed into the fovereign will of that Lord who " gi- 
f^ veth ^0 one five talents, to another two^ and to 
** anothe)r one ^'^ 

;6. The fame thing appeairs from the whole 
jnanageipent of pur loi. Our very ufc of this wonl, 
with refpe^ to human concerns, contains a vir- 
tual acknowledgipent of divine fovereignty. Some, 
indeedy prefer other terms^ which as they are more 
allied to the language of heathens, are too often 
ufed to convey fimilar fentiments. They talk of 
jtheir luck^ or |;heir fortune. I\^t the former is 
jthat which \s confpcraped hy the Spirit of God. 
Thus did David the Type, ^ay, th? glorious An* 
titype, 9&p)ref6 himfelf ; f< Thou maintaineft my 
f* lot \y i^ov 4id eipier pf thcii; diftinguiflwd 
peribns confine this langfiag; to tl^e great and 
leading circpmi^ances of life. For it is.added, 
without any limitation ; f Th^ Imcs are fallen 
** unto mf in pleafant places ^•!! 

Nothing may feeifi more to dppend on chance, 
or on the moft trivial caufes, than the place of 
pur refidence pn this ^partb* Tet wc are aflured 
^at God '^ hath dete]:mined the bounds of our 
f* habitation ^'^ It is wholly the refult of his 
ibvereign will, that one is placed •* .in the valley 
^^ of vi^on i'' i^d ^at another " fits in dark- 
^^ nefs, and ii^ the region f^id Ihadow of death.'* 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely in toy rcfpeft does the elercift of this 
perfe<5tion more remarkably appear; than ini the 
diftributiori of the enjoyment? of thi^ life. We 
fee one bom a beggffr, tad another a prince ; or 
one, who 18 bom a beggar, advanced " to fit with 
** princes.*' On the other hand, one who ha^ 
had the moft honourable nativity, is foiiietimes 
brought down to the lo\<^cft ftatidn in fociety. If 
is undeniable, that much depends On fecond cau- 
fcs. *< The hand of the diligent maketh rich," 
while " the foul of the fliiggard defireth; arid hath 
" nothing.*' But do we not often obferve, that 
thofe who have equal advantages, and equal in- 
duftry^ have very unequal fuccefs ? Perhaps, you 
may have marked one, whofe circilmltances were 
originally the fame with thofe of another, who 
was not inferior in capacity, in diligence, or in 
frugality, who was employed in the very fame 
line. Yet with the one every thing has been un- 
profperous, while riches have flowed on the other. 
Nay, do we not fometimes fee a perfon who pof- 
feffes far lefs underftatidin^, and difcovers fair lefs 
induftry than another, profpcr in all that he un- 
dertakes, while every attempt fails with the 
other ? In common language, men confefs theit . 
inability to account for the diffefende. They call 
the latter an unfortunate man. But we muft trace 
matters to another fource, to the overruling pro- 
vidence of that God who manages all the con- 
cerns of men as he pleafes. We muft remembef 
that he not only gi\^s the means of becoming * 
rich, but that it depends upon his pleafure to give 
fuccefs to thefe means ; that while ^ the rich and 
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** poor meet together ; the Lord is the maker of 
** them all ^." The Ifraelites, therefore, are warn- 
ed that it would be viewed as an evidence of their 
^' heart forgetting the Lord their God," if they 
faid, "' My power, and the might of my hand 
** hath gotten me this wealth.'* They are com- 
manded, on the contrary, to ** remember that the 
" Lord their God gave them power to get 
** wealth ^'' Let us liften to the eftimate of the 
wife man. " I faw under the fun, that the race 
'* is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong, 
" neither yet bread to the wife, nor yet riches to 
'* men of underftanding, nor yet favour to men of 
" Ikill, but time and chance happeneth to them 
** all ^'' Does he here afcribe to mere accident 
what he denies to fecond caufes ? No, furely : 
He only calls our attention to what appears as 
chance to unthinking man, but mufl indeed be 
afcribed to the invifible yet certain influence of 
the Firft Caufe. 

The divine pleafure regulates our lot as to' the 
duration of life* Each. of us may fay with the 
Pfalmift, " My times are in thy hand ^.V For 
God " hath determined not only the bounds of our 
" habitation," but " the times before appointed**." 
One opens his eyes on the light of life, only that 
he may clofe them in death ; another is cut off in 
childhood ; a third, amidft all the gaieties of youth* 
Some are (truck down in the prime of life ; while 
others are fpared, till " the grafshopper is a bur- 

" den-" 

How 

d Prov. zxti. 2* e Dtut. viiL 14. 17, z 8. f Ecclef. ii. u. 

g Ffal. xxsL 15. h Acts zvii. 26, 



Digitized by 



Googk 



OK DIVINJE SOVEREIGNTY. ^47 

How nmch does this fovercignty appear in the 
manner in which life is terminated ! " One dieth 
" in his full ftrength, being wholly at eafe and 
'*' quiet: His breafts are full of milk, and his 
*' bones are moiftened with marrow : and another 
" dieth in the bitternefs of his foul, and never 
" eateth with pleafure .*' 

17. We cannot confider the affliBions of the 
people of God, without admiring his fovereign- 
ty. This charader appears written on his con- 
duct, whether we compare the fituation of on* 
Chriftian with that of another, or the fufferings 
of the righteous in general with thofe of the 
wicked. Do we compare the fituation of one of 
the children of God with that of another ; wc 
perceive great reafoft humbly to adore his fove* 
reignty. One has a great fliare of profpcrity. 
He enjoys the blefling of health. His family in- 
creafes. He is favoured, not with abundance on- 
ly, but with affluence. His " barns are filled with 
" plenty, and his prefles burft with new wine.'' 
Another long outlives the reft of his family, only 
to languifti under difeafe, and to ftruggle with 
the moft abjed poverty. He is fingled out as an 
example of what almighty power can accomplifti, 
in fupporting under the fevereft preffure of afflic- 
tion. At his expence, the Supreme Difpofer teaches 
other Chriftians, what he \i2iS a right to do with 
them, if he pleafes. 

If we compare the fituation of the wicked with , 
that of the righteous, we muft often obferve, that 
the former enjoy a far greater fhare of profperity 
0^4 than 
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than the latter. It is impoffible, at anj rate, 10 
judge of a man's ftatc for eternity from his exter- 
nal circumftances. For ^ the righteous, and the 
*• wife, and their works, are in the hand of God : 
** no man knoweth love or hatred, by all that b 
^^ before them. All things come dike to all, there 
'^ is one event to the righteous and to the wicked, 
^' to the good, and to the clean, and to the un- 
^ clean ^.'* While this ordination is an argument 
for a future ftate of retribution, it at the fame time 
bears a (biking imprefs of divine fovereignty. 

1 8. If we attend to the difpenfations of his pro- 
vidence with rcfpeft to the kingdoms of ibis worid^ 
we perceive the fame chara<3:er, only on a larger 
£::ale. Nations are difpofed of ip the fame man- 
ner as individuals. God raifes up a nation from 
fmall beginnings gives it power and extent of 
dominion, brings it to the zenith of its glory, and 
at length hurls it into deflrudion. His fovereign 
pleafure is that awful die by which the fete of 
empires is determined. It is he who ** fpeaks 
** concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, 
•* to build and to plant it.*' To him it equally 
belongs to ^ fpeak concerning a nation, and con- 
^^ceming a kingdom, to pluck up, and to^puli 
•* down^ and to dcftroy it *." What the heathen 
fabled concerning their Neptune, is true of our 
God. He " fitteth upon the flood,'' whether na- 
tural or political '« The Lord fitteth King for 
•* ever/* Indeed^ we may ftill perceive the ope- 
ration of fecond caufes^ in one fhape or another, 
Wifdom and valcmr are means of aggrandizement* 

Luxury, 
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Laxary, pride, and the connfeb of folly, confpire 
to accon^lifh the fall of a nation. But thefe fe« 
condarj caufes are pre-ordained, managed, and 
overruled by God, for the fulfilment of his own 
purpofes. So ftrongly was JBabylon fortified, that 
it does not appear that Cyrus could have taken it 
.in the ordinary way of attack. But the watchmen 
negleded to (hut the gates on that night in which 
BeKhaxzar made his feaft ; when, as would feem, 
diffipation had diffufed its influence over the 
whde city. This fecondary caufe, however, the 
negligence of the watchmen, was immediately 
under the diredion of God. For, feveral hun- 
dred years before, he had (aid ; ** The gates fhall 
** not be fliut»." Nebuchadnezzar was one of 
thofe arrogant worms who vie with God for the ^ 
honour of fovereignty. — ^He flattered himfelf, in 
confequence of his extenfive conqueils, that it was 
bis prerogative to difpofe of kingdoms, and of na- 
tions. But God, to teach this haughty monarch 
that the work was whoUy his own, levels him 
with the brute creation ; and as he declares the 
awfiil event before it takes place, he at the fame 
time informs Nebuchadnezzar, that it was the de- 
fign of this judgment, that he might ** know that 
** the Moil High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
«< and giveth it to whomfoever he will "." 

19. As fovereignty is the attribute of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, he difplays it in the management of 
his Jpiritual kingdom. He feleded three difciples 
from the reft to be witneflTes of his glorious trans- 
figuration V The fame difciples alfo had the dif- 

tinguilhing 
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tinguifhing honour of witneffing his great humi* 
liation K The reft had no right to fay to hun. 
Wherefore is this diftindion ? They could not 
accufe him of partiality. For he may difpenfe 
bis favours to whomfoever he will.^— He wrought 
miracles, as the fruit of his fovereign pleafure. 
When the leper came to him, faying, " Lord, if 
** thou wilt, thou canft make me clean ;" he ac- 
knowledged the juflnefs of the afcription, and 
in confirmation of it accomplifhed his cure. He 
replied, " I will ; be thou clean ^/' Now, as all 
the miracles which Chrift wrought on the bodies 
of men, are figns of the miracles of grace which 
he works on their fouls ; the analogy is loft, if he 
is not equally fovereign in the latter. Is the re- 
moval of the bodily leprofy a fymbol of the cure 
of the more fatal leprofy of fin ? And can the 
latter be the fruit of the finner's will, while the 
former depends on the will of God ? 

Chrift fovereignly difpenfes gifts to his Church, 
whether ordinary or extraordinary. " He gave 
" fome, apoftles ; and fome, prophets j and fome, 
♦' evangelifts ; and fome, paftors and teachers '^ 
A paftor had no right to complain that he was not 
an evangelift ; nor an evangelift, that he was not 
eadowed with the gifts of a prophet ; nor a pro- 
phet, that he had not an apoftolic miflion. For 
faith the apoftle ; " Unto every one of us is given 
" grace, according to the meafure of the gift of 
" Chrift s j" that is, juft as he is pleafed to give. 

Elfewhere, 

p Mat. xavx. 36, 37. q Chap. tiii. t, 3. • r Eph. iv. Ii. 
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Elfcwherc, this h attributed to the fovereign dif- 
penfation of the Spirit of Chrift. *• To one is gi- 
" ven by the Spirit, the word of wifdom ; to aoo- 
** ther the word of knowledge by the fame Spi- 
" rit ; to another the working of miracles ; to 
•* another prophecy ; to another difceming of 
" fpirits ; to another divers kinds of tongues ; to 
** another the interpretation of tongues. But all 
** thefe worketh that one and the felf-fame Spi- 
" rit, dividing to every man feverally as he wilL 
*< — ^Now hath God fet the members, every one 
** of them in the body, as it pleafed him. — And 
•* God hath fet fome in the Church, firft apoftles, 
" fecondarily prophets ^," &c. 

The Head of the Church difplays the fame fo- 
vereignty in regard to that meafure o£ fuccefs 
which he gives his fervants in his work. It has 
been often feen, that the moft able and laborious 
have had reafon to complain that they " have la- 
" boured in vain ;'' while thofe, who have not 
equalled them in either of thefe refpeds, have 
been far more fuccefsful. A fchifmatical fpirit 
early difcovered itfelf in the Church. One pre- 
ferred Paul to ApoUos ; another, ApoUos to Paul ; 
and a third, Cephas to both. Their pretence for 
fuch a preference, was the benefit they had recei- 
ved by the miniftry of one or other of thefe. But 
the apoftle fhows the folly of fuch condud, from 
a confideration of the fovereignty of God, as the 
only reafon of the fuccefs of his fervants, ** Who 
** is Paul, and who is ApoUos, but minifters by 

" whom 
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*• whom ye believed^ even as the Lord gave ta 
** every roan ? I have planted^ ApoUos watered > 
** but Godjave thei increafe. So then, neither is 
** he that planteth any thing, neither he that wa- 
^ tereth ; but God that ^vetb the increafe '*.** 

20. Cod often difplays his juftice in giving up 
men to obduracy of heart. But this is alfo repre- 
fented as the effed of his fovereiguty. While he 
**hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
** whom he will he hardeneth ^." I do not im- 
mediately fpeak of that hardening which refpeds 
the eternal ftate, but of that only which has a refe- 
rence to temporal calamities. This, as we have 
formerly feen, is the ultimate reafon given for the 
ccmdud of- the Canaanites, in not making peace 
with IfraeL With refpeS to the two fons of Eli, 
we are informed that " they hearkened not unto 
**the voice of their father, becaufe the Lord 
•* would flay them ^.'* When the Ifraelites ap- 
plied to Rehoboam for a redrefs of grievances, he 
refufed it ; and the matter is thus accounted for, 
ia the language of infpiration ; ^' Wherefore the 
^' king hearkened not unto the people ; for the 
^ caufe was from the Lord, that he might per- 
«* form his faying, which he fpake by Ahijah the 
••Shilonite unto Jeroboam the fon of Nebat*.'* 
In our meditations on the divine influence on the 
hearts of men, we moft ftill remember 'that the 
moral evil of their adions proceeds folely from 
Aemfelves* But it is evident that the pafltges 

:quoted, 

% I Got. iil 5.-7. t Rom, «. i«. w i Sim. u. 25. 
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quoted, if they have any meaninff at all, expre& 
fuch an operation, on the part of God, as renders 
the event abfolutely certain. Although the man- 
ner of this operaticm, in its whole compafs, be in- 
conceivable to us, we cannot deny the truth of it, 
without denyuig that divine revelation is to be 
underftood according to the ordinary fenfe of lan- 
guage. 

It may be obferved, laftly, that fome of the 
moft fevere jndgmerUs that have ever been in- 
fli^ed on men, have been exprefsly inflided for 
their denial oi divine Sovereignty. This, as we 
have feen, was the caufe of the unexampled pu- 
nifhment of Nebuchadnexxar. But he is by no 
means a Angular inftance. What was it that fo 
greatly provoked the Lord in the conduct of Ko* 
rah, Bathan and Abiram ? Wherefore did he 
•' make a new thing," by caufing •* the earth to 
'' open her mouth, and fwallow them up,** that 
they fhould " go down quick into the pit^?** 
Was it becaufe they merely found fault with Mo- 
fes and Aaron ? No« It was becaufe they dared 
to difpute the divine fovereignty, in cboofing thefe 
perfims to ^e offices affigned thenu They faid 
to Mofes and Aaron, ^' Te take too much upon 
*' you, feeing all the congregation are holy everjr 
^' one of them.** What did Mofes reply ? To- 
^ morrow the Lord will (hew who are his, and 
*^ who is holy ; and will caufe him to come 
^' near unto him : even bim whom be batb cbojcn 
M will lie caufe to come near unto him ^** Th? 

LORIJ 
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JLord knew that the murmurings of thefe rebe1«, 
although immedifttely directed kgainft Mofes and 
Aaron, were ultimately levelled againft his own 
fovereign ordination. Therefore he fays ; ** It 
*' fhall cortie to pafs^ that the man's rod whom I 
** fhall choofe fliall bloflbm : and I will make to 
*• ceukfrom m^ the fnurmurings of the children 
" of Ifrael, whereby they murmur againjl -you *." 
Sennacherib was only the ajc, the faw, the rod 
and the ftaff in God's hand. This inftrumenf, 
however, pre fumed to deny the Supreme Agent* 
The king of Aflyria claimed the work as his own. 
He faid, " By the ftrength of my hand I have 
'* done it, and by my wifdom :*for I am prudent.** 
But obferve how his conduct: is defcribed by Je- 
hovah, and how he ' determines to punifli it. 
•* Shall the ax boaft itfelf againft him that hew- 
" eth therewith ? or fhall the faw magnify itfelf 
** againft him that fhaketh it ? as if the rod fhould 
" fhake itfelf againfl them that lift it up, or as if 
** the ftaff fhould lift up itfelf, as if it were no 
•* wood. Therefore fhall the Lord, the Lord of 
•* hofts, fend among his fat ones leannefs, and un- 
" der his glory he fhall kindle a burning like the 
" burning of a fire. And the light of Ifrael fhall 
*' be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame : and 
** it fhall burn and devour his thorns and his 
** briers in one day ^." He trufted in the ftrength 
of his army, and this prophecy refers to its fud- 
den and miraculous deftrudti^n-^. But this was 
not all his punifhment. It is-farther exprefled in 

this 
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this emphatic language ; ** Becaufe thy rage againft 
'' me, and thy tumult is come up into mine ear% 
** therefi:)re will I put my hook in thy nofe, and 
** my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back 
^* by the way that thou camefl *^." Formerly he 
wa« reprefented as a mean inftrument in the hand 
of the Almighty. Now, becaufe of his refradori* 
nefs, he appears* as a wild beaft, bridled and muz* 
zled by his owner, and driven whitherfoever he 
will* 

In a word, the puniihment of thofe who have 
enjoyed the gofpel, feems, in a peculiar manner, 
to turn on this hinge. The enemies of the King 
are thofe " who would not that he fhould reign 
^* over them ^" All, indeed, who refufe to obey 
the law, or to fubmit to the gofpel, in whatever 
way, are the enemies of Chrift. But thofe efpe* 
cially deferve this charader, who deny the fove* 
teignty of his will. For the right of difpeniing 
his gifts to whom, and in what manner he pleafes, 
of doing according to his will in heaven and in 
earth, is that branch of his prerogative which 
eminently entitles hitn to the defignation of King 
•• of kings, and Lord of lords." 

From what has been obferved on thfs fubjcd, 
we are taught the reafonablenefs of fubtmtting to 
the divine will God is the Supreme Potter, and 
lias an undoubted right to do with the clay as he 
pleafes. Whatever he does, he does it with his 
own. * 

We 

d Ifa, xszvU. ap. e Luke ni^ 27. 
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Wc may alfo perceive the wi/dom of this fob. 
miffion. For ** who hath refilled his wilL** He 
** workethy and no one can let him/* . A finier 
may fpuni and tofs at divine fovereignty ; but it 
is only as ** a wild bull in a net.''- It is impof- 
fible that he can '* flee out of his hand.*' The 
preceding illuftrations alTure us» that the impotent 
creature miift eventually fubmit Like the king 
of Babylon, he may find it necefllary to confe& 
this attribute, from that convidion which is the 
fruit of better experience. For God " will do all 
" his pleafure/* 

A due attention to divine fovereignty affords 
confokuion under the greateft advedSties. The 
Chriftian has ftill reafon to rejoice, that nothing 
happens to him by chance, or merely by the will 
of man. He may have reafon to blame himfelf, 
or to blame others, as fecondary caufes. But he 
knows that he muft not reft here, left he fhould 
feem to refled on the Firft Caufe. Hotv much 
foever he may regret any adverfe event, he dif- 
cems the propriety of fubmiffion. For he knows 
that he might as well think of plucking the fim 
out of the firmament, as of couoterading any 
of the determinations of that God whofe ^ coun^ 
« fel fhall ftand." The tidings delivered by Sa- 
muel to Eli muft have been afflii^ing beyoqd con- 
ception. Yet this is all his anfwer ; *' It is the 
** Lord, let him do what feemeth him good ^.*' 
When Paul declared his intention of going up to 
Jerufalem, Agabus, by the fpirit of proph^y, af- 

furcd 
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Hired Wm, that in this cafe he fhould be deliver- 
ed bound into tht hands of the Gentiles. On this 
prtdi<Stion, the difciples befonght him ^ith tears, 
that he would, relinquifh bis defigu. But ^hea 
they found that he perfifted in it, they ** ceafedj 
" dying, The will of the Lord be done g.'' They 
perceived by his firnlnefs^ as conneiled with the 
prophetical warning of Agabus^ that his mind 
was under a fuperior influence. Above all, it af- 
fords ccaifolation to the Chriftianj that this ir- 
refiftible will is that' of a Father, who can dd 
him no injury, who will affuredly make all things 
Work together for his good. Thusj when we p^ay 
that his " will may be done," we are command- 
ed to view him as " our Father." 

This do<9:rine gives us an affeding view of our 
own meannefs in the fight of God. We fee the 
Supreme Agent, in his fovereign difpenfation^ 
treating men as ^* duft and alhes." Good reafon 
have we therefore to abafe ourfelves at hjis foot- 
ftool, to entertain the moft humiliating thoughts 
of all that we are and poffefs^ and to join in the 
confeffion of Nebuchadnezzar : ** All the inhabi- 
*'tants of the earth are reputed -as nothing." 
Whence proceeded this language, fo different from 
what he once held ? Merely from a view of di- 
vine fovereignty as wonderfully exemplified on 
himfelf. 

We alfo learn the neceffity of humble adora-^ 

tion, " With God is terrible majefty :" and it 

Vol. II. R eminently 
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eminently appears in this, that " he giveth not 
** account of any of his matters." 
. In fine, \^^> might fafely conclude, that the fo- 
Tereignty^of God could not but fignally appear 
in the ^Vbrk of our redemption, even although it 
were lefs exprefsly revealed. We perceive this 
chara<^er indelibly imprefled on the works of na-' 
ture.' It is the turning hinge of the whole work 
of Providence. What is this, but a continued 
execution of the fovereign and immutable will of 
Jehovah ? Is not the whole hiftory of mankind 
a commentary on this perfedion ? Can we fup- 
pofe^ then, that there is a thick veil thrown o- 
ver it, in the greateft of all the works of God H 
The kingdoms of this world have only been mo- 
numental pillars for recording its glory. Many 
of them lie in ruins. But the legend is perfeftly 
diftiniS. As it was written. in their elevation, it 
is equally written in their fftll. This divine cha-, 
radler eminently appears in the typical kingdom 
of Ifrael ; in its formation, and in its adminiftra- 
tion. And is it loft in the antitype ? Is that 
kingdom which Ihall never have an end, and 
which fhall brt?ak down every thing that oppofes 
it, the only one in which this unalienable attri- 
bute of its Sovereign is not difcemible ? Thofe 
who entertain this idea, have a very different 
view of matters from that illuftrious minifter of 
this kingdom, the apoftle Paul: " It is not of 
*' him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
*\of God that fheweth mercy." Their ideas of 
this kingdom run diredlly counter to thofe of the 

glorious 
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glorious ISof ereign, who thus addrefles the Fa- 
ther : " Thou haft hid thefe things from the wife 
'* and prudent, and haft revealed them to babes. 
" Even fo, Father ; for fo it feetaed good in thy 
''Jightr 



SECTION IX. 

Of Divine Providence.^— General Obfervations. — 
A Particular Providence proved^ from the Means 
employed by God ; — from the Concatenation of 
Circumflances ; — the Seafon of Operation ; — the 
Difcovery of Secret Sin ; — the Refemblance be- 
tween Sin and Punijhment ^-^tbe Choice of In^ 
flruments for punijhing Iniquity ;*^the Circum" 
fiances of Punijbment j-^-Events of a Contingent 
Nature. 

We have already feen, that the facred volume 
contains an hiftory of Providence. This includes 
fo great a variety of particulars, that, in fo fliort a 
fketch as that defigned in this work, I can fcarce- 
ly enter on it. But as the fubjeft is of the great- 
eft importance, it may not be improper to take 
notice of a few thingswith refpeft to the doftrine 
of Providence in general ; and alfo briefly u ft\ew, 
that this providential operation is of a moft parti- 
cular nature. 
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I fhall, Jirjiy make a few obfervations with re- 
fpe6t to Providence in general. 

1. The Providence of God is merely the exe- 
cution of his eternal and unalterable purpo/e, as 
to all thofe creatures which he hath brought into 
being. As the God of Providence, " his kingdom 
" ruleth over all. — The eyes of all things wait 
" upon him." Whether his operation refpedmen 
or angels, individuals or kingdoms ; whatfoever 
he doth, it is for the completion of his eternal and 
immutable will of purpofe. " He dolb according^ 
" to his will in the army of heaven ; and among 
** the inhabitants of the earth ^." — He " worketh 
" all tjiings after the counfel of his own will^** 
When the ten tribes had withdrawn from their 
allegiance to the houfe of David, and the men of 
Judah and Benjamin were aflembled to fight 
againft them, " to bring the kingdom again to 
" Rehoboam," they received this warning from 
God ; " Ye fhall not go up, nor fight againft your 
" brethren the children of Ifrael : return every 
** man to his houfe, for the thing is from me ^.*' 

2. The infpired hiftory of providential opera- 
tion difcovers the true caufe of human profpe^ 
rity. Men greatly err on this fubjed. If, either 
as individuals, or in a coUedive capacity, they 
enjoy the fmiles of profperity ; they generally 
confider thefe as the firuit of their own exertions. 
They fay, '* Mine own arm hath gotten me all 
" this wealth," They arrogate the honour of 
that Babylon they have built, to " the might of 

" their 
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" their power ;" although as its name is, it often 
eventually proves their confufion. Where a natu- 
ral man would have difcerned no other caufe but 
human prudence in complying with a favourable 
propofal, the pious fteward of Abraham's houfe 
perceived and acknowledged . the hand of God. 
** The Lord," faid he, ^ hath profpered my way." 
We may remark, indeed, that thofe are moft like- 
ly to obferve the divine operation confequentially, 
who are fincerely concerned to acknowledge God 
in all their ways, and previoully to feek a difplay 
of his hand. Such was the conduft of this excel- 
lent fervant. He was eager to know " whether 
** the Lord had made his journey profperous or 
** not.'' He accordingly remarked the various 
fteps of Providence ; his being led in the right 
way to the houfe of his matter's brethren, the ap- 
pearance of Rebekah, the exad correfpondence 
"between her language and condu<5l, and what had 
previoufly been the matter of his prayer : and on 
all thefe accoimts he blefled the Lord God of his 
mailer Abraham ^. This is truly a moft beauti- 
ful, ' intercfting and inftruftive hiftory. It con- 
tains a ftriking pidure of the characfler, and a 
pradical demonftration of the worth, of a faithful 
meflenger ; who, while he zealoufly ferved man, 
had his eye principally direfted to God. 

We 'learn whence Jofeph ** was a profperous 
** man." This is the reafon affigned ; ** The 
'* Lord was with him ^.'^ The hand of God is 
fometimes fo very evident in this refped, that it 

R3 is 
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is obferved even by unrenewed men^ or by fuch 
^s are ftrangers to divine revelation. Laban made 
this acknowledgment to Jacob j " I have learned 
^* by experience, that the Lord hath bleffed me 
^* for thy fakC"/' Potiphar, Jofeph'$' mafterj^ 
** faw that the Lord was with him, and that the 
** Lord made all that be did to profper in his 
" band "." 

Becaufe the event depends on divine Provi- 
fience, means are not therefore to be neglected. 
For in this, as in his other operations, God is 
pleafed to put honour on thefe. But while dili- 
gent in the ufe of lawful means, we muft wholly 
depend on God for the fuccefs. For his b}effing 
alone can make them eflfedual. 

3. We alfo difcover the cdufe of adverjtty. Wc 
find that affliftion rifeth not put of the ground ; 
that trouble fpringeth not from the duft ; that 
this evil never exifts, *' and the Lord hath 
** not done it/' By the Sacred Hiftory, we are 
taught to acknowledge the hand of God in every 
fpecies of adverfity. Even in thofe things which 
are viewed as the common accidents of life, we 
are direfted to the fupreme caufe. While every 
thing profpers with one, another is thwarted in all 
liis undertakings, and eventually pppreffed with po- 
verty. Hannah, in her fong of praife, unravels this 
myftery. '' The Lord maketh poor, and maketh 
" rich : he bringeth low, and lifteth up. He raifeth 
" up the poor out of the duft, wd lifteth up the 
" beggar from the dunghill, to fet them among 
V princes, and to make theiii inh rit he throne of 

" glory : 
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f* glory; for the pillaw of the e^rth are the 
** LoRQ'$>.and he l^ath fet the world upon them ^'' 

God hath never meant that the difpenfations 
of his Providence Ihould be viewed ^s a certain 
teft of his love or hatred. In this ' refped it is 
faid, that " one event happeneth to all*'' We ac- 
cordingly find, that profperity is often fhowered 
on the wicked, whom the Lord hateth ; while 
t^e objeds of his eternal and unalterable love are 
vifited with fevere afBiftion. At the fame time 
it appears from particular inftances, that even 
temporal profperity is fometimes meant as a token 
of God's approbation of the condo<a of perfons 
or nations, while adverfity hath a conurary lan- 
guage. Concerning Uzziah king gf Judah it is 
faid, that ** as long as he fought the Lord, God 
** made him to profper p." We have many proofs 
that righteoufnefs alone " exalteth a nation.'' 
The children of Ifrael ftill profpered, while they 
adhered to their God : and when they returned 
to him, after their apoftacies, he ftill delivered 
them^ 

In many inftances, we cannot certainly know 
the defign of afflidion with refped to indivir 
duals. For in this refpe£l, as has been former- 
ly obferred, the Lorj> often (Jifplays his fove^ 
reignty j or he fcverely chaftifes, becaufc he hath 
a fecret purpofe of love, and hath determined to 
make the greateft afflictions " work together for 
" good." But the defign is often exprefsly de- 
clared in Scripture, or, as may be feen after- 

R 4 , wards, 

o I Sara. ii. 7, f. p 2 Chr^o. xxvl 5. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



^64 ^N W-OVIDENCK IN GENEHAL. , 

wards, moft clearly exprcffed in the peculiar na- 
ture of the difpenfation. As to national calami- 
ties, we are left in no hefitation. Sin is itill point- 
ed out as the procuring caufe. 

We learn that <* fire and hail, (how and va- 
*' pour, ftormy wind, fulfil his word ^.'* But the 
general doftrine is illuftrated by many particular 
inftances. The cities of the plain were deftroy- 
ed by fire from the Lord. " Fire and hail'* were 
among the plagues of Egypt \ Hailftones were 
the inftruments of divine vengeance againft the 
Amorites, when their five kings gathered their 
forces againft Gibeon % When God " caufeth 
" his vapours to afcend,'* he " proclaims liberty 
** to the peft'ilence ^'' When he blows withhis 
wind, " his enemies fink as lead in the mighty 
** waters ".^* When the earth opens her mouth, 
and like a cruel mother devours her own brood ; 
whatever be the influence of fecondary caufes, 
we are taught to view this awful calamity as a 
vifitation for fin\ When God " calls for fa- 
♦* mine,** or " turneth the fruitful land into bar- 
" rennefs, it is for the 'wickednefs of them that 
^* dwell therein /' Men may philofophically 
defcant on the rife and fall of empires. They 
may afcribe thefe to accident, or to caufes. merely 
of a political nature. But although there is a 
fubordinate operation of fecondary caufes, we are 
affured from the word of God, that thefe events 
muft be ultimately afcribed to his operation as 

"the 

q Pfal. cxlviii 8. r Exod. \m. 3. s Jo(h. i 1 1. t Jcf. zuiv. 17. 
« £zod. ^w» 10. V Xta. juux. 6, \9 FI&l. cvu. 34. 
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*• the Governor among the nations.'* We muft 
not, indeed, lofe fight of divine fovereignty. But 
we do not recoiled an inftance in which the over^ 
throw of rulers, or the desolation of kingdoms, is 
not reprefented as immediately the effeft ' f ven- 
geance for fin. As it is God who ** putteth down 
" one, and fetteth up ariother," the reafon is thiis 
affigned ; — " For in the hand of the Lord there 
** is a cup, and the wine is red ; it is full of mix- 
** ture, and he poureth out of the fame : but the 
" dregs thereof all the wicked of the earth (hall 
** wring them out, and drrnk them '^.'' When 
God gave a commiflion to Ifrael to exterminate 
the nations of Canaan, it was, as has been feen, 
becaufe of their atrocious iniquity. Therefore 
did " the land itfelf vomit out her inhabitants y." 
It was not fo much the power of the Perfians, as 
the guilt of the Babylonians, that overthrew their 
extenfive empire. The h^ly and juft God had 
faid ; " I will punifh the world for their evil, 
** and the wicked for their iniquity ; and I will 
** caufe the arrogancy of the proud to ceafe, and 
^* will lay low the haughtinefs of the terrible .'* 

Nor do we merely learn from the facred re- 
cords, that wickednefs in general procures pu* 
niflimcnt from God. We have a particular ac- 
count of many fins, which bring grievous ca- 
lamities, or complete deftrudion on a people : 
and the fatal effeds of thefe are illuftratcd by 
fads. 

Befides 

9 ffai Ux7. 7, S. J Ler, xriii. 2$, ji Ifa. ziif. ji. 
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Befides unftatursl Iuft» pride, luxury and idle* 
nefs are mentioned in. the bill of iodidment found 
againft Sodom, itod referred to by the Supreme 
Judge for alarming, Jerufalem: ** Behold, this 
" was the iniquity of thy lifter Sodom. Pride, 
** fulnefs of bread, and abundance of idlenefe was 
*' in her and her daughters ;— therefore I took 
** them away ts I faw good ^" Similar is the 
charge exhibited againft Tyrus and her prince. 
^* Take up a lamentation for Tyrus, and fay unto 
" Tyrus, O thou that art fituate at tb^ entry of 
** the fea, which art ^ merchant of the people for 
** many, ifles, Thus faith the Lord God, O Ty- 
" rus, thou haft faid, I am of perfedl beauty. — 
^* —Say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus faith the 
** Lord God, Becaufe thine heart is lifted up, 
** and thou haft faid, I am a god, I fit in the feat 
*' of God, in the midft of the- feas. — Behold, 
^* therefore, I will bring ftrangers upon thee, the 
•* terrible of the nations : and they ihall draw 
" their fwords againft the beauty of thy wifdom, 
" and they ihall defile thy brightnefs. They ftiall 
** bring thee down to the pit, and thou fhalt die 
*< the death of them that are flain in the midft of 
" the feas K'' 

Carnal confidence is a fln nearly conneded 
with thofe already mentioned : and is pointed 
out in Scripture as haftening the deftrudion of 
a people. Moab trufted in her works, and in 
her treafures ; therefore fhe was taken, and the 

fpoilers 

• Eack. xvi. 49, S^- \ b |£«dc«svii. 2. 3* ; tiwiii, i» 7, 1. 
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fpoilers came upon every city ^, Not to iheption 
a variety of other iniquities, uncleann^fs, pride^ 
luxury, and carnal confidence , are eminently 
chargeable againft Britain as a nation : and when 
Tve confider both thethreatenings, and the examples 
of God's feverity recorded in Scripture, we have • 
great reafon to be afraid of his judgments. Our 
guilt is far more aggravated than that of Moab, 
pf Tyre, or even of Sodom ; becaufe of our mi- 
ipeakably fuperior privileges. 

The plagues of Egypt, and the deftru£tion of 
Pharaoh with his hoft, proclaim the danger of un- 
belief, and of hardening our hearts agaiiift the 
teftimony of God. They at the fame time dif- 
play his holy jealoufy with refped to his people, 
and declare the certainty of the deftruftion of 
thofe who continue to opprefs and perfecute tfaem. 
The oppreffion of the people of God has ofi^n 
proved the crowning guilt of a nation, that by 
which the cup of her iniquity was filled, and tUe 
immediate caufe of the cup of trembling being 
put into her hapd. This was the cafe with Ba- 
bylon. Hence this aggravated guilt is mention- 
ed, as if it had been the^ only procuring caufe of 
the deftrudion of this ^reat empire. God put$ 
this language into the mouth of his opprefied 
Church : " The violence done to me, and to my 
f* flefh, be upon Babylon, and my blood upon tho 
** inhabitants of Chaldea ^." 

The infpired hiftory of Providence afibrds light 
by which we may form a true eftimate of thd(c 

war$ 

c Jer. xlvlij, 7, 8. d Jcr. li. 35. 
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wars that defolatc the earth. The reafons affign- 
ed for them by nations are generally doubtful, 
often falfe. They may plead the love of liberty, 
while the genuine principle is ambition ; or zeal 
for religion, while they are folely concerned about 
their temporal intereft ; or urge the plea of felf- 
defence, while adluated by infatiable avarice, or 
cruel revenge. But whatever be the motives af- 
figned by the contending parties, or by which 
they are really influenced ; whatever be the caufes 
firom which war more immediately proceeds ; we 
certainly know, that, as permitted by God, it is a 
puniiDiment inflided onr all who are engaged in it. 
Some have not blufhed to vindicate war, as necef- 
fary to prevent the too great increafe of the hu- 
man fpecies. " Wars and fightings" not only 
proceed from men*s lulls, but are defigned by the 
Supreme Ruler for the punilhment of thefe. This 
is one of the fcourg^s that he employs, to remind 
guilty man of a ftate of retribution. We may 
therefore well " be afraid of the fword ; for wrath 
" bringeth the punifhments of the fword, that we 
" may know there is a judgment •." 

4. The providence of God may be viewed as 
cither common or fpecial. His common providence 
extends to all his creatures without exception ; 
that which is fpecial^ regards rational creatures, 
men and angels. While men in general are the 
objects of his fpecial providence, it is more pecu- 
liarly exercifed towards the Church, and in a way 
of eminence towards all who are her genuine 

members. 

c Job zU. a^. 
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members. The Church is defcribed as God's 
hu(bandi:y ' ; as his vineyard, which he waters 
every moment, which, left any hurt it, he keeps 
night and day s. While all her members enjoy 
a fpecial protedion, this in a far higher fenfe ia 
the privilege of believers. •* The eyes of the 
" Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 
" earth, to fhew himfelf ftrong in the behalf of 
" them whofe heart is perfedl towards him V 

But on thefe things I do not particularly enter. 
All that is further intended, is to illuftrate the 
falfity of that idea, which is entertained by many 
who call themfelves Chriftians, that divine pro- 
vidence is merely of a general nature. They per- 
haps go not fo far as the Epicureans, who thought 
it unworthy of God to trouble himfelf with the 
aflfairs of men. But they make great approaches 
to this fyftem ; as they fuppofe that although God 
exercife fome care about his creatures in general, 
he leaves them to the exertion of their own 
powers, in their aftions, without any particular 
concourfe on his part ; that many events depend 
merely on chance ; and that many adtions are fo 
infignificant as not to merit his attention. In op- 
pofition to this do6brine, which in fad involves a 
tetal denial of providence, we mean to flicw, jfrom 
a variety of confiderations, 

Secondly^ That providential operation is of a 
moft particular nature, extending to all creatures, 
even the meaneft, and to all their actions, how- 
ever 

{ I Cor. iii. p. g Ifa. zxTii. 3. hi Chron. zti. p. 
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ever infignificant in themfelves ; and that afl 
thefe arc regulated for the accomplifhment of the 
divine purpofe, and in fubferviency to the divine 

I. This appears from the means that God is 
pleafed to employ. In the general tenor of h^s 
operation, he makes ufe of means. But thefe are 
often in themfelves fo injtgmficant^ and fo inade- 
quate to the end, that we could not fuppofe it to 
be accomplifhed without an immediate operation 
on the part of God. The Lord had declared by 
his fervant Eliflia, that he would deliver Moab 
into the hands of the three confederate kings. 
But how ftrange were the means by which this 
prediftiort was fulfilled ! At the defire of Elifha, 
ditches were made in the valley in which the 
army of the kings of Ifrael, Judah, and £dom, 
were encamped. Againft morning thefe were fill- 
ed with water. When the Moabites arofe early, 
the fun fhone upon the water, and it appeared to 
them red as blood. They immediately concluded 
that the allied princes had turned their arms a- 
gainft each other. They faid, ** This is blood ; 
" the kings are furely flain, and they have fmitten 
** one another ; now, therefore, Moab, to the 
" fpoil. And when they came to the camp of If- 
" rael, the Ifraelites rofe up and fmote the Moab* 
" ires, fo that they fled before them '.'* By fuch 

unlikely 

• In this illudration, I almott entirely abfbin f^om i confidentioa of 
any of thofe works, which may properly be viewed is miraculous; left it 
ihould be objc<fled by the enemies of a particular providence, that froai 
tbefe we can form no juft eftimatc of God's ordinary •peration. 

i 1 Kings ill. 41.-34. 
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unlikely means did the confederated army oblairt 
a complete vidory, and the prophecy receive it$ 
accomplilhment. God is plenfed to em|ioy fiich 
contemptible means, that his almighty opera*' 
tion may be more clearly difcerned, and that the 
glory of the work may redound wholly to him- 
fel£ 

Often he employs means, which in their own 
nature and tendency are diredly contrary to the 
end. God had fworn to Abraham that he would 
multiply his feed as the fand on the fea-lhore. 
Yet he cafts them into the furnace of Egypt, and 
fubjeds them to fevere perfecution. But the 
more they were oppreffed, the more they multir 
plied. In an extraordinary dream, he revealed 
to Jofeph his future exaltation, and the obeifanCe 
he ihould receive from the fons of hisi ftther. But 
through what a devious courfe muft he reach the 
promifed greatnefs ! Only through the decpeft a- 
bafement, can he attain the dignity awaiting him. 
He muft be yet more hated of his brethren, ere he 
can be the obje6t of their veneration. He muft be 
fold as a flave, ere he can be honoured as a m after. 
He muft lofe all that charader and confidence that 
he had even as a flave, and be fhut up in prifon, 
under the imputation of one of the vileft of crimes, 
ere he can appear as the moft diftinguifhed per- 
fonage in Egypt, next to Pharaoh. He muft be 
more than once in danger of death, and be dead 
to his father ; before he can be the inftrument of 
prcferving him and the church in his houfe. Nor 
was it merely the will of God. that this abafement 

fliould 
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ihould precede his exaltation. Although in its 
own nature diametrically oppofite, it dfaredly led to 
this event. Had he not been fold by his brethren, 
he could never have Coiiie into Potiphar's family. 
Had he not been falfely accufed, he would not in 
all probability have been caft into priibm Had 
not this been the cafe, or had he ferved any oae 
but the captain of the king's guard, although ac- 
cufed of the fame crime, rnoft probably he would 
not have been caft into the king's prifon, but into 
fome ordinary one. Thus he would have, had no 
opportimity. of feeing the imprifoned ofikers of 
the court, or of being at length known to Pha- 
raoh as an interpreter of dreams. 

Providence accomplilhes its end even by the 
wickednefs of man. This is one of the deep 
things of God, that he can employ the enemies of 
religion in his work, make ufe of their corrup- 
tions for the fulfilment of his purpofes^ dired 
and overrule their condud, and yet a£k in a way 
perfedly confident with his own infinite holinefs j 
the immorality of the adion being wholly their 
own. God overruled the defpicable envy of Jo* 
feph's brethren for the falvation of the Church. 
Their intention was wicked and cruel, but his 
was holy and merciful. They indeed might be 
faid to fend Jofeph into Egypt, as they fold him 
to the Iftimaelites when on their way thither. 
But in all this the pious Jofeph faw an higher 
hand, " God fent me before you,'' fays he to his 
brethren, " to preferve you a pofl:erity in the 
" earth, and to fave your lives by a great deliver- 
/ *' ancc. 
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** ance. So now, it was not you that fent me hi- 
"ther, but God. — As for you, ye thought evil 
" againft me, but God meant it unto good ^" 
Thus did he employ Pharaoh as an inftrument 
for bringing his people to obey his call in leaving 
Egypt. They had been fo long fettled in that 
country, had becon\e fo attached to the carnal 
gratifications which it afforded, and were fo con^ 
laminated with the idolatry of their neighbours, 
that, had not Pharaoh been a cruel tyrant, they 
in all probability, as Mofes feared, would have 
pofitively refufed to comply with the call of God. 
They had in a manner forgotten the promife 
made to their fathers. But he fends the road of 
perfecution, to drive them out of this land of 
idols. 

II. The fame thing is evident from the won- 
derful concatenation of circumftances, which is 
often obfervable in fubferviency to fome great 
event. The various circumftances which led to 
the exaltation of Jofeph, and to the prefervation 
of the Church, appear as fo many links in one 
extenfive chain. Some of them are very mi- 
nute, and may f(*m in themfelves of little im- 
portance. But they are fo clofely conneded with 
the predi6led end, that even in thefe we cannot 
but difcern the hand of an all-wife agent. — I en- 
large not, however, on this proofs having illuftra- 
ted it fully in another place K 

Vol. II. S What 

k Oen. x\y, 7, 8. ; 1. 20, 

I Sernoos on the Heart, Vol. i. p. 444* 445* 
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What is the book of Efther, but an hiftory of 
the wonderful fteps of divine Providence for the 
prefervation of the Church, and for giving a fig- 
nal overthrow to her enemies throughout the 
greateft part of the known world ? What a tri- 
vial circumftance paves the way for the great 
event, and for all tbofe which were previo^y 
neceflary in order to its accompliihraent I Aba- 
fuerus, in the midft of a drunken revel, takes one 
whim J and Vafhti his queen ads under the in- 
fluence of another. He thought fit to fend for 
her, " to Ihew the people and the princes her 
•* beauty j" but fhe refufed to go, thinking per- 
haps that it was inconfiftent with her dignity 
to appear in a company of men *• merry with 
^* wine/* Slie is accordingly difgraced ; and 
Either, a Jewifh orphan, whofe lineage was un- 
known at court, is preferred to all the virgins, 
coUeded from the various provinces of the Per- 
fian empire, and chofen in the room of Valhti. 

The choice of Efther was not the only important 
link in this chain. There was another, not lefs 
neceffary* This was the advancement of Ha- 
inan, alfo a ftranger, and an hereditary enemy of 
the whole Jewiftx nation. Thcflcing ** fet his feat 
** above all the princes that were with him." 
Tlje. moll prominent feature in the charader of 
this Amalekite was pride. Had not his pride 
been hurt, the wifdom and power of God would 
not have been difplayed in the deliverance of his 
people. The king had commanded that all bis 
fervants fliould bow and do reverence to Haman. 

Mordecai, 
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Mordecai, the Jew, Efther's coufin, was the only 
oue at the court of Perfia who would not give 
Haman the commanded reverence ; moft probably 
becaufe it was of^'fuch a kind, as in his judgment 
belonged to God alone. The injured pride of 
Haman, like a cankered fore, fwelled into the 
moft cruel refentment. He thought it below his 
dignity to fingle out Mordecai as his viftim. 
Nay, it feemed a revenge unworthy of his great- 
nefs, that this puny offender fhould be the only 
fufferer. He determined to glut his refentment, 
by making a facrifice of the whole Jewifh nation. 
The bloody, the irrevocable edift was according- 
ly paftd, and tranfmitted by exprefs to all the 
provinces, that the Jewifh name might become 
extinft in one day. 

Even after the edi6t was publilhed, .the adver- 
fary of the Jews could have no enjoyment of his 
greatnefs, as long as Mordecai fat in the king's 
gate. Haman thought, perhaps, that this dread- 
ful edia might have a little tamed the fpirit of 
Mordecai. But he ftiU " moved not for him." 
He therefore changes his refolution ; ani deter- 
mines to anticipate his revenge, as to this ob- 
noxious individual. He could not reft, therefore, 
till he got a gallo\vs made for Mordecai, on which 
he was to be hanged next day. But obferve, how 
God counterplots Satan ! Now, that Haman can 
take reft in his bed, the king can find none. " On 
** that night could not the king fleep, and he 
** commanded to bring the book of records of the 
" chronicles ; and they were read before the 
S 2 '' king. 
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** king. And it was found written, that Morde- 
** cai had told of Bigthana and Terelh, two of 
" the; king's chamberlains, the keepers of the 
" door, who thought to lay hands on the king. 
" And the king faid, What honour and dignity 
" hath been done to Mordecai for this ? Then 
** faid the king's fervants unto him. There is no- 
•* thing done for him ™/' On what a flender 
thread was the life of this faithful fervant fuf- 
pended I Had Ahafuerus flept as ufual that night, 
there is every reafon to believe that Mordecai 
would have perilhed next day. Although the 
king's fleep had ** fled away from him," had he 
called for any entertainment but that of readiog, 
for any other book but the records of his king- 
dom ; or had his fervants read in any other place, 
but that which gave an account of the king's 
prefervation from a confpiracy ; in all probability 
Haman's fuit would have been granted, and his 
purpofe fulfilled, before Either could have heard 
of his fcheme. For at the very time that Aha- 
fuerus alked the queftion mentioned,above, Ha- 
man had come into the outer court, ** to fpeafc 
** unto the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows 
•* hehad prepared for him "." 

How narrow the hinge on which the falvation 
of the whole Church turned I This was no other 
than the uncertain humoifr of a defpot. So well 
was Either acquainted with this, and fuch reafon 
had fhe to fear it, efpecially'as Ihe had *' not been 
"called to come in unto the king far thirty days,'' 

that 

n Efth. vi. I.— 3. . n Vcr. 4, 5. 
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that when fhe refolved to prefent herfelf before 
him, flie well knew that her life was at ftake. 
Had Ahafuerus been in a fretful mood, when 
Efther appeared, or had he taken umbrage at her 
coming without being called ; her fate would 
have been worfe than that of Vafliti. According 
to the nature of the Perfian law, (he mull have 
perilhed ; and who would then have ventured tq 
intercede for her people ? 

It was the will of God, not only to defeat the 
defigns of the wicked Haman, but to give the 
Church caufe of triumph in the ruin of this im- 
placable adverfary. But his difgrace is deferred, 
till be bad attained the greateft honour that could 
be conferred on a fubjed. Not only did Aha- 
fuerus " fet his feat above all the princes," but as 
Haman himfelf boafted. Queen Efther permitted 
no man to enter with the king to her banquet^ 
but himfelf. This new honour fhed a gleam of 
joy on his rankled heart ^ But then, when he had 
reached the higheft pinnacle of dependent great- 
nefs, he is hurled into the abyfs of ruin : and it 
appears from the event, that the gallows, which 
he had prepared for Mordecai, was defigned by 
God for himfelf. 

Although, however, Mordecai was not only fa- 
ved but exalted ; although Haman was brought 
to deftrudlion ; there (till feemed to ,be one in- 
fuperable obftacle to the prefervationof the church. 
This was the irrevocable nature of the laws of 
the Medes and Perfians. But even this was pro- 
S 3 videntially 

4 fi Efth. 7. p. 
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videntially ordered and ovemiled for the greater 
triumph and fecurity of the people of God. For 
had the law been otherwife, their deftrudion 
would only have been prohibited. Bat as the 
king's edid could not, according to the conftitu- 
tion of the empire, be exprefsly recalled ; ano- 
ther was publilhed, empowering the Jews not on- 
ly to Hand on their defence, but to avenge them- 
felvcs on all their enemies. It was now more 
than two months fince the former edid had been 
publifhed. They had, therefore, fi^ll time to 
know who were their enemies, and who anxioufly 
waited for the day of their defttudion. Thus 
alfo they were feconded and fupported in the 
lawful means they ufed for their own preferva- 
tion, by the rulers of the different provinces <»: 
ancf by the deftrudion of thofe " who fought 
** their hurt/' had a foundation laid for their 
fafety againft any attempt of a limilar kind, 
when there might be no Mordecai to manage, and 
no Efther to intercede for them. 

From the whole it is evident, that Mordecai 
fpoke not in the way of mere conjedure, when 
he faid to the queen ; " Who knoweth, whether 
" thou art come to the kingdom for fuch a time 
'*asthi*P?" There was nothing miraculous in 
all this concatenation of circumftances. But he, 
who can fuppofe that it could be wholly the ef- 
fed of the operation of fecondary caufes, with- 
out any fpecial operation of the Firft, is on the 
high way to atheifm. 

III. That 

o Eilh. ix, I.— 3. p Efth. iv. 14. 
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III. That this operation is of a moft particular 
nature, frequently appears from the feafon of it. 
When the Lord is about to work deliverance, he 
often allows matters to come to extremity ; fo 
that no rational hope can be formed from the or- 
dinary operation of fecondary caufes, God had 
determined to deliver his ancient people from the 
power of the Philiftines. But he would not do it, 
till they were reduced to a very abjed ftate, and 
deprived of the ordinary means of deliverance. 
" In the^ay of battle there was neither fword nor 
** fpear fbimd in the hand of any of the people 
" that were with Saul and Jonathan : but with 
" Saul and with Jonathan his fon was there 
" found *i." The deliverance of the Jew^s from 
Babylon was an event of fuch importance, that 
for effeiSling it, God had purpofed to overtlarow 
the whole Chaldean empire. But it was delay- 
ed, till his people began to defpair of relief, 
and expreffed themfelves in this manner ; " Our 
" bones are dried, and our hope is loft, we are cut 
** off for our parts ^'* God is pleafed to work in 
this manner, that the operation may be more evi- 
dently his own, and that his perfedions may be 
more fignally glorified. In confequence of fuch 
deliverances, even the heathen are made to fay ; 
" The Lord hath done great things for them.** 
Can his own people refufe to add, ** The Lord 
** hath done great things for us ?'* 

IV. The particularity pf providential operation 

is often manifefted by the dif cover y of itcx^t Jin. 

S4 As 

q X Sam. tiii. 11, t £zek. zxxvii. ix. 
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As the eyes of God *^ are upon the ways of men,'* 
as " there is no darkncfs, nor ftiadow of deaths 
** where the workers of iniquity may hide them- 
*^ felyes ^ ;" even in the prefent life he often 
brings to light the hidden things of darknefs. 
From the Sacred Hiftory it appears, that long be- 
fore the giving of the law, it was a divine ordi- 
nance, that the widow of him who died childlefs 
fhould be married by his brother, or by the near- 
eft of kin. Hence the crime of Tamar was con- 
fidered as punilhable with death. Foe ftie was 
viewed as virtually an adulterefs, being referved 
for the furviving brother of Er and Onan. But, 
in t;he wonderful difpofal of Providence, her con- 
demnation is overruled as the occafion of the 
difcovery of Judah's fecret iniquity with her, and 
alfo tff his being brought to a conviction and coo- 
feflion of his guilt in withholding from her bis 
fon Shelah. When Ihe ptefented Judah's bracelets, 
and fignet, and ftaff, he acknowledged them, fay- 
ing ; f* She hath been more righteous than I ^" So 
remarkable are the ways in which fin is often 
brought tolight, that even worldly men are laid un- 
der a neceflity of acknowledging the hand of God. 
Sometimes the tranfgreflbr is raoft unaccountably 
infatuated. All the prudence difplayed in his 
former conduft feems at once to forfake him ; fo 
that he ads a§ if he were determined to be bis 
own accufer. At other times, the very fchemea 
that he has devifed with the greateft art forxon- 
pealing his guilt, prove the occafion of a difco- 
very. 

s Job xxxiv. 2T, 22. t Gcn. zzxviii. %€, 
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very. This is efpecially the cafe with refpeft to 
murder. From the days of Cain till this hour, 
blood hath had a loud, a powerful cry. 

In this manner did the fons of Jacob interpret 
the language of Providence, in the treatment they 
met with from their unknown brother. Till then 
they appear to have had no compunftion for their 
crime, which had hitherto been buried in their 
own breafts. But a clufter of circumftances, in 
their prefent fituation, feems to have flaflied con- 
viction oa their obdurate minds. They were at 
this tim^ in that very land into which they had 
fent their brother as a flave. The ruler of it un- 
der Pharaoh accufed them of not being " true 
" men ;*' and falfe had they been to him, and to 
their father. As they had formerly call Jofeph 
into a pit, they had themfelves been all caft into 
prifon. He refufed to acquit them from the 
charge he had brought againft them, and to deli- 
ver up the hoftage he demanded, on any other 
condition than that of their bringing with them 
Benjamin, the darling of their father, and as they 
might imagine, the only furviving child of Ra- 
chel. Could they hear this requilition, without 
refleding on their condud towards her other fon, 
whom they had hated, for no other reafon than 
that which made them defpair of being able to 
bring Benjamin, — becaufe " his father loved him 
^* more than all his brethren" ?" They had refu- 
fed to liften to all the entreaties of Jofeph ; and 
(their own, addrefled to this ftranger, are treated 

with 

^ Gen. xzzvH. 4f 
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^82 A PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE 

with equal difregard. It is- not furprifing then, 
that their minds were all at once ftruck with the 
fame convidtion, and that they fpoke with one 
voice. " They faid one to another, .We are verily 
" guilty concerning our brother, in that we faw 
'* the anguilh of his foul, when he befought us ; 
•* and we would not hear : therefore is .this di- 
** ftrefs come upon us. And Reuben anfwered 
" them, faying. Spake I not unto you, faying. Do 
" not fin againft the child ; and ye would not 
" hear : therefore behold alfo, Jjis blood is requi- 

V. Divine providence is often Angularly dif- 
played in the ftriking Jimilarity that may be ob- 
ferved between Jin and punijbment. A great va- 
riety of examples might be given from Scripture* 
But I fliall mention only two or three ; having 
already made fome obfervations on this head, 
when treating of the Juftice of God. 

The Egyptians were " guilty of blood,** in ex- 
ecuting the iniquitous decree of Pharaoh, who 
commanded that all the male children of the If- 
raelitcs fliould be drowned in the river Nile : and 
in the punilhment of this guilt, the plagues of 
Egypt had their commencement. God turned 
into blood the waters of this river, which alone 
fupplied the Egyptians with drink ^. He " gave 
?* them blood to drink, becaufe they were wor- 
** thy ;** and this judgment was a ftriking figure 
of that which ihoqld be inflifted, according to the 

fame 

V Gen. xlii. 2i, %2, w £xod. vu. lo. 
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£iine plan of retribution, on that anticbriftian 
body, which " fpiritually is called Egypt ^,'' 
which by her corruption has converted the pre- 
cious waters of the fandtuary into blood, and has 
alfo been made " drunken with the blood of the 
faints y.'' David had greatly finned in the mat- 
ter of Uriah. The blood of this juft man called 
for vengeance. God, in his fovereign pleafure, 
difpenfed with his own law, in as far as David 
was perfonally concerned. He intimated to him, 
that he fliould not die. But he was pleafed to 
give ai perpetual memorial of his difpleafure in 
declaring that, becaufe he had killed Uriah with 
the fword of the children of Ammon, the fword 
fhould never depart from his houfe. David had 
previoufly raifed up evil againft Uriah in his own 
houfe, by feducing his wife j thus robbing the 
poor man of his " one little ewe lamb." For this 
reafon God faid to David, ** Behold, I will raife 
" up evil againft thee out of thine own houfe." 
And in what manner was this threatening to be 
fulfilled ? The wives and concubines of David 
were to be defiled by his own fon *. What a ftri^ 
and awful retribution have we here ! blood pu- 
niihed by blood, and one fin by another of the 
fame kind, although far more aggravated, adul- 
tery by inceft ! Gehazi, the fervant of Eliiha, 
coveted the property of .Naaman the leper, and 
employed fuch means for obtaining it, as involved 
himfelf in the guilt of falfehood, and fubjeiled 
his mafter to the imputation of having adted dif- 

honourably, 

X Rfv. II. 8. 7 Chap. ▼lii. S. ; j^i. 6. t 2 Sam. zii. p.— 11. 
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honourably. But in the righteous juftice of God, 
he is made to poffefs a part of the former proper- 
ty of Naaman, that he coveted not. He went 
out from the prefence of his mailer, a leper white 
as fnow *. As God required the blood of right- 
eous Naboth of the houfe of Ahab, there was one 
peculiar aggravation of the crime, which muft 
have been recalled to the recoUedion of otliers by 
a circumftance attending the punifhraent. When 
Ahab determined the deftrudion of Naboth, at 
the inftigation of his wicked wife, he ufed reli- 
gion as a pretence. He proclaimed a feft, and 
accufed the good man of blafphemy. Obfervc 
the wonderful retribution. By a fimilar pretence, 
and with no more fincerity,^ Jehu extended the 
vengeance to tlie whole pofterity of Ahab. When 
about to execute it, he faid to Jonadab, " Come 
** with me, and fee my zeal for the Lord^.'' 

VI. The particular operation of Providence is 
often difcerxiible in the choice of the injiruments 
employed for punifliing iniquity. It was the will 
of God to punifti the cruelty of Haman, the ad- 
verfary of the Jews ; but he would firft humble 
his pride, which had fet his cruelty a- working. 
What ipftrument could be fo completely adapted 
for this end, as that Mordecai whom he hated 
more than any human being ? This upright Jew 
had ufed no means which could tend to the de- 
ftrudion of his adverfary. He was merely a paf- 
five inftrument ; and therefore the hand of God 

was 

» 1 Kin^ ▼. 27. b X Ki|igs ui. 6.^*^13. ; 2 Kings x. z6. 
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was more eminently feen in the whole manage- 
ment of this matter. What could give fuch a 
wound to the pride of Haman, who knew the 
great partiality of Ahafuerus for himfelf, as to 
learn that Mordecai, that contemptible JeV, 
whom he had condemned to the gallows, was 
"the man whom the king delighted to honour ?'* 
The conmfiand of Ahafuerus, directed to Haman, 
mufr have inflifted a ftill deeper wound. When 
Haman was afked by his matter what Ihould be 
done to the man whom the king delighted to ho- 
nour ; Ss he had not the leaft hefitation that he 
was himfelf the favoured perfon, he propofed that 
very plaa that would be moft gratifying to his 
own pride. ** Let the royal apparel,'* faid he, 
" be brought, which the king ufeth to wear, and 
" the horfe that the king rideth upon^ and the 
" crown-royal which is fet upon his head. And 
" let this apparel and horfe be delivered to the 
" hand of one of the king's moft noble princes, 
^ that he may array the man withal whom the 
" king delighteth to honour, and bring him on 
" horfeback through the ftreet of the city, and 
" proclaim before him. Thus fliall be done to the 
" man whom the king delighteth to honour. "" 
All this was Haman commanded to do to Morde- 
cai. The conclufion that his wife men and his 
wife formed from this event, was foon verified in 
the experience of Haman. They faid to him, 
" If Mordecai be of the feed of the Jews, before 
** whom thou haft begun to fall, thou (halt not pre- 

" vail 
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** vail againft him, but flialt furely fall before 
« him ':' 

It is one ftrange charafter of the operation of 
God, that he often employs inftruments, whom he 
finds it neceflary to punifh for the very work 
they have done. We have feen, that the ufe he 
makes of them is perfeftly confident with his 
own infinite holinefs. But he punifties them, be- 
caufe of the wicked motives by which they have 
been actuated in doing his work* We have for- 
merly referred to the fevere punifhment of Sen- 
nacherib. Concerning Nebuchadnezzar,* a cele- 
brated writer makes the following obfervations : 
" We fee in the perfon of this impious, and at 
*' the fame time yiclorious king, what are thofe 
" men called conquerors. They are for the moft 
** part but inftruments of the divine vengeance. 
** God exercifes his jullice by them, and then 
" exercifes it upon them." — ^Judea " totally falls, 
** is totally deftroyed by the divine juftice, where- 
" of Nebuchadnezzar is the minifter. He too 
" Ihall fall, in his turn ; and God, who employs 
** the hand of that prince to chaftife his children, 
" and pull down his enemies, referves him for his 
** own almighty hand ^.'* 

vn. The circumjiances of punifhment often de- 
mand our attention, as aflfording a ftriking proof of 
a particular operation. The time is fom^times 
very remarkable. God had determined to abafe 
Nebuchadnezzar, becaufe of his pride and vain 

glory. 

c Efthcr vi. 7.— 13. 

<1 Bufl'uef i Univcjfal Hiftory, Vol. i. p. a35, &c. 
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glory. The opportunity which Providence em- 
braced was fuch as lignally to difplay divine ope- 
ration ; and, at the fame time, to proclaim the 
reafon of the judgment. While the king walked 
in the palace of Babylon, he " fpake and faid, 
" Is not this great Babylon that I have built 
"for the houfe of the kingdom, by the might of 
" my power, and for the honour of my majefty ?** 
Every word that he utters, is fraught with arro- 
gance and felf- importance. It was folly in him 
to look, with fuch a temper of mind, on a mafs of 
ftone and lime, that might foon be converted in- 
to a heap of ruins. Not fatisfied, however, with 
viewing the work with admiration, his thoughts 
break out into language. Nor does he merely fay, 
" Is not this Babylon ?" but it muft be " great 
" Babylop.*' And why' great ? Becaufe Nebu- 
chadnezzar had built It. ** Is not this great Ba- 
" by Ion, that / have built ?" as if he could impart 
his own fancied greatnefs to t^e work of his ma- 
fons and carpenters ; or becaufe he wilhfed that 
this greatnefs fhould be reflefted in the extent 
and fplendour of his imperial city. But the end 
mull not be forgotten j — " built, — ^for the houfe 
" of the kingdom,'' for a royal palace, for the me- 
tropolis of a great empire. By what power was 
all this eflfeded ? Does he acknowledge the true 
God ? Does he mention even his own Bel or 
Nebo ? No. This proud monarch feels as if, 
after fuch a wonderful creation, he were great 
enough to be a god to himfelf : — " Great Baby- 
" Ion, that I have built, — ^by my power." This 

had. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



288 A PARTICULAR. PROVIDENCE 

had been too feeble a mode of expreffion, in d6- 
fcribing fo aftonifhing a work. There mull be a 
reduplication of the idea, to give a more enlar- 
ged view of his poffefEon of this attribute. He 
talks in a fuperlative ftyle, as if entitled to ufe 
godlike language ; — " by the might of my power.'* 
And as if the end formerly mentioned, — " for the 
" houfe of the kingdom/' had been of itfelf un- 
worthy of the dignity of the agent, or unequal 
to the importance of the work, he fubjoins ; — 
" and for the honour of my majefty.." Here he 
difcovers his laft, his higheft end. As he fpeaks 
without any regard to God, he declares that his 
building fuch an elegant metropolis was not for 
the benefit or comfort of his fellow-men ; or mere- 
ly, or even principally, for the honour of the king- 
. dom of Babylon. He views the whole, only as it 
related to himfelf. The language had been arro- 
gant enough, had he only faid ; — " by my power, 
" for my honour." But the end muft be notified 
by the fame pompous pleonafm as the means. 
All this is ** for the honour of my majefty." 

Let us mark the immediate confequence. 
" While the word was in the king's mouth, there 
" fell a voice from heaven, O king Nebuchad- 
" nezzar, to thee it is fpoken, Thy kingdom is 
" departed from thee. And they fhall drive thee 
" from men, and thy dwelling fliall be with the 
« beafts of the field »." He had in effeft " fet his 
** mouth againil the heavens :" and " there fell a 
** voice" from that exalted throne which he had 

outraged 

a Daa. iv. 30.— 33. 
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outraged by his arrogance. What a fatal blow 

to his impious egotifm ! " To thee it is fpoken/* 

In the awful fentence, he is acknowledged as a 

king: but only to remind him, that there is one 

infinitely above him, who indeed " beholdeth all 

" high things, and is a king over all the children 

"of pride;** and to prepare him for receiving 

the mortifying intelligence, that his " kingdom is 

" departed/* He is not only ftript of his royal 

power, and thruft out from his palace ; but the 

whole extent of Babylon cannot afford him a 

fhelter. Driven from " the houfe of his king- 

" dom,** he muft have his *' dwelling with the 

" beatts of the field.'* . He who had '* come up 

" like a. lion from the fwelling of Jordan unto the 

"habitation of the ftrong^," is not permitted, in 

his abafement, even to retain thie charader of this * 

monarch of the foreft. So low is " the honour 

" of his majefty** brought, that he is ^* made to 

"eat grafs as oxen.** As this fentence " fell 

" from heaven," at the very time that " the word 

" was in the king's mouth,** how fudden was its 

execution ! ** The fame hour was the thing ful- 

*' filled .upon Nebuchadnezzar.'* 

Similar, as to time, was the punifliment of his 
grandfon Bellhazzar. In the madnefs of a great 
feaft, he would make an experiment more daring 
than any he had ever made in his more fober mo- 
ments. At his command, " they brought the 
" golden veflels that were taken out of the tem- 
" pie of the houfe of God, which was at Jerufa- 
Vol. U. T " lem : 

b Jcr. 11. 44. 
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** lem : and the king, and his princes, his wive^ 
" and his concubines, drank in them/' As if 
the impiety of profaning the vcflels confecrated 
to the true God had been too little, they go a« 
far as pofHble to make him the minifter of their 
abominable idolatry. They drank wine, and 
" they praifed the gods of gold, and of filvcr, of 
^* brafs, of iron, of wood, and of ftonc/' But the 
judgment of this ungodly prince lingered not. 
" In the fame hour came forth fingers of a man's 
'* hand, and wrote over againft the candleftick,^ 
in the moft confpicuous place of the royal apart* 
ment. And what was the writing ? Although 
the will of God was communicated in a different 
manner, it was materially the fame with that 
fexprefled by this voice from heaven, which was 
diredled to his grandfather. The writing was 
this ; ^' God hath numbered thy kingdom, and 
" finifhed it.^." 

Many fimilar inftances of thefudden execution 
of fentence againft evil works are recorded in 
Scripture. The Ifraelites demanded flefli, to fa- 
tisfy their luft. God gave it, but. in anger : and 
to ihew in the moft unequivocal manner the caufe 
of his difpleafure, " whiles the flelh was yet be- 
" tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath 
*' of the Lord was kindled againft the peojde ; 
" and he fmote them with a very great plague **." 
Punifhment overtook both Ananias and his wife 
Sapphira, as foon as they had finned ^ Of the 
fame kind was the judgment of King Herod. No 

fooner 

c Dtn. ▼. ).— 4. %€• d Numb. 11. 33. Adb y. i«— 10. 
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fiioner was his heart fly-blown with prid^, than 
he became a prey to worms. He cordially accept- 
ed tlie bafe adulation of the people, when they 
impioufly faid, " It is the voice of a god, and not 
" of a man. And immediately the angel of the 
" Lord fmote him, becaufe he gave not God the 
" glory : and he was eaten of worms, and gave 
" up the ghoft ^r 

The place of punifhment is often very remark-* 
able. When Ahab caufed the juft Naboth to be 
murdered, God declared, that where dogs had 
licked Nabpth's blood, dogs fliould alfo lick the 
blood of Ahab ; and that they {hould eat Jezebel 
in the portion of Jezreel, that is, the very field 
that had belonged to Naboth p. How ftridly was 
this fulfilled I Ahab having been mortally wound- 
ed in battle, while in his chariot ; when his body 
was brought to Samaria, ** one waflied the chariot 
" in the pool of Samaria, and the dogs licked up 
** his blood"/' About twenty- four years after- 
wards, when Jehu affumed the royal authority^ 
he commanded that Jezebel ihould be thrown 
down from a window of the palace. After he had 
fpent fome time in refrefhing himfelf, thinking 
perhaps that he had treated her with too much 
indignity, he command^jd that fhe Ihould be bu- 
ried, as being a king's daughter, But when they 
went to bury her, " they found no more of her 
** than the Ikull, and the feet, and the palms of 
" her hands." It is evident, from the hiftory, 
that in this inftance Jehu had no defign to co-ope- 

T 2 rate 

i K^ zii. 11, »3. g z Saofs ixi, zp. 13. b i ICingt wi'3t. 
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rate in the confirmation of prophecy. For till 
he received this information, he had no recollec- 
tion of the fentence pronounced againft her. Then 
-indeed it recurred on his mind. " They came 
•* again, and told him : and he faid. This is the 
'*' word of the Lord, which he fpake by his fer- 
" vant -Elijah the Tifhbite, faying. In the portion 
" of Jezreel fliall dogs eat the flefh of Jezebel: 
^* and the carcafe of Jezebel ihall be as dung up- 
^*.on the face of the field, in the portion of Jezreel 
-" fo that they ihall not fay, This is Jezebel »." As 
little was it from any preconcerted defign on the 
part of Jehu, that the defcendants of Ahab were 
hilled in the very place where the blood of Na- 
4>oth had been wickedly fhed. " Jorain king of 
^* Ifrael, and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, 
'^^ each in his chariot, and they went out againft 
^' Jehu, and met him in the portion of Nabotb the 
" Jezreelite ^.'* It is remarkable indeed, that the 
"Vengeance threatened was brought on the houfe 
•of Ahab, at the v^ry time that the king of Judah 
'was on a vifit to Jeroboam ; that he might par- 
take of the punifliment, as being a defcendant of 
the wicked Ahab. Joram, having been wounded 
'in battle againft the Syrians at Ramah, it was 
providentially ordered that he fhould go to Jex- 
reel, rather than to Samaria, to be healed of his 
wounds. Thither, his coufln Abaziab had come 
to fee him, becaufe he was wounded ^ There is 
no evidence that Jehu fixed on this time^ from a 
wifh to include the king of Judah in the punifli- 
ment 

\ 2 Kifig^ ix. ^b^^^6, 4t 9 Kings ix. 2i. la Kiags viii. «> 
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aaent of the hpvife of Ahab. * It does not even ap-r 
pear, that Jehu knew of Ahaziah's being then at 
Jezreel. But all was the refult of the imrautable- 
purpofe of God, and accompliihed by a wpnderful 
operation of his Providence. " The deftruAion, 
" of Ahaziah was qf God, by coming to Joram : 
" for, when he was come, he went out with Je- 
" horam againft Jehu the fon of Nimflii, whom 
'* the Lord had anointed to cut oflf the boufe of 
^Abab^J*^ In like manner, it was the will of 
God, that the fons of his brethren, to the number 
of forty-two, Ihould come from Jerufalem to Sa- 
maria, at this very time, on a vifit to the children 
of Ahab^ who refided there, that they might be 
included in the common fate of that devoted fa*- 
mily \ 

VIII, I Ihall only add, that the truth of what 
wc have afferted appears from thofe events which 
are of a contingent nature. Events may be called 
fortuitous or contingent with refped to men, as 
not being influenced by human forefight, or de- 
pending on fuch an operation of fecondarj^ caufes 
that the refult can be mattey of rational expefta- 
tion. But none of th^fe can be viewed as contiiP- 
gent with refpefl: to God. As they are all cer- 
tainly foreknown to him, they are all difpofed 
and directed by his Providence. Although the 
iffue of the lot, if fairly, managed, depends not on 
human Ikill, and lies beyond the r^acfa of humaR 
forefight J yet we have various inftances of its 
1X3,^ being 

m t Chron. zxiL 7. 01 Kings s. ix.— 14. ; a Cbroa. ueL 17. 
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being fo regulated by God, as clearly to dedarc 
his overruling providence, and to proclaim his 
will : as in the cafe of Achan % of Saul p, of Jona- 
than ", and of Jonah ^ The unnatural fdns of Jar 
cob had formed no fixed plan as to the manner in 
which they were to difpofe of their brother Jo- 
feph. His being fold, rather than fuffered to pe- 
xifh in a pit, was a mere contingency to them. 
Not lefs fo was the appearance of the Ilhmaelites 
at this time. Of the fame nature was the cir- 
cumftance of his becoming the flave of Potiphar. 
But although thefe things were contingent to 
them, they were neceflary according to the eter- 
nal purpofe ; and all managed, as we have already 
feen, by a particular providence. Ahab received 
bis death entirely in a fortuitous way, as far as 
man was concerned. But, as was foretold by Mi- 
caiah, it was the decree of the Mod High that he 
ihould fall that day. He ufed every precaution 
for the prefcrvation of his life. He difguifed him- 
felf, that he might be unknown in battle ; while 
he ungeneroufly afked of Jehofhaphat to appear in 
bis royal apparel, and thus expofe himfelf to the 
danger he wifhed to avoid. He alfo entered the 
field in complete armour. The thirty- two Syrian 
eaptains^ at the command of the^r fovereign, era- 
ployed the utmoft diligence to difcover Ahab ; 
but, as would appear, in vain. " A certain roan," 
however, " drew a bow at a venture, and fmote 
*• the king of Ifrael between the joints of the bar- 

p Jofli. fii. 16..— X 8. p I SatD. 1. 19. q i Sam. iiT.49i 

^ Jonth i. f. 
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^ nefs %'* There is no evidence that this was 
one of the captains, appointed to fearch for Ahab. 
This archer fhot without any pafticnlar aim. For 
he " drew a bow in his fimplicity/' as the words 
literally fignify, having no apprehenfion that he 
would hit the king of Ifrael. But the arrow was 
direded by the divine hand, to the very fpot in 
Ahab's armour by which an arrow might enter, 
and where he iQight receive a mortal wound. 

• 
The doftrine of a particular providence is 
fraught with confolation. What reafon have we 
to rejoice, tliat nothing in our lot can be the ef- 
fcd of mere chance ; that every thing which be- 
fals us " Cometh from the Lord, who is wonder- 
" fill in counfel, and excellent in working ;'* and 
that even thofe events which may be accidental 
to us, are all the effe6t of infinite wifdom, and 
produced by the unerring operation of almighty 
power I 

Let us ftill regard and acknowledge the opera- 
tion of his hand. Do we enjoy profperity ? Let 
us remember, that it is God alone who maketh 
rich or great. Are we vifited with adverfity ? 
We may derive comfort from this confideration, 
that " afflidion rifeth not out of the ground, and 
" that trouble fpringeth not from the dull." Are 
we indebted to any of our fellow men as benefac- 
tors ? Let us not return ingratitude for their 
kindnefs. But, leaft of all, let us forget the God 
of our mercy. Well may we imitate the condud 
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of Ezra, who, while he acknowledged the kind^ 
nefs of Artaxerxes, efpecially remarked the di- 
vine hand ; faying, " Bleffed be the Lord God 
" of our fathers, who hath put fuch a thing as 
•* this in the king's heart \'' Do we fuffer un- 
juftly from others ? Although we have given 
them no provocation, wc may well fay, ** Is there 
** not a caufe ?" Have we not, times and ways 
without number, provoked that juft and holy God, 
who has an indifputable right to employ whom 
he will as the inftruments of his difpleafure ? Let 
us imitate the conduct of David, who, when Shi- 
mei the Benjamite reviled and curfed him with- 
out a juft reafon, faid to thofe who were eager to 
take vengeance on this worthlefs man, " Let him 
** alone, and let him curfe ; for the Lord hath 
^ bidden him "/' 

Juftly mayeft thou, O Chriftian, take comfort 
from this precious dodrine. That God, in whom 
** all live, and are moved, and have their being,'* 
who " giveth life, and breath, and all things,'' is 
thy God. Thou art not only, in common with 
others, under the direftion of a particular provi- 
dence, in all thy ways : but to thee it is wholly 
a providence of love. All the ways of the Lord 
thy God are truth and mercy. They are all truth, 
as exadly correfponding with his gracious pro- 
mife ; and all mercy, as di redly tending to its 
full accomplifhment. He does not merely com- 
pafs "thy path, and thy lying dow^ ; but he f|ill 
furrounds thee with his favour, as with a fhicld. 

Thy 

t Ezra vii. 27. u a Sam. xvi. ix. 
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Thy fevereft adverfities ^ work together for 
'f good." The ways of thy God may now feem 
covered with darknefs. But in a little thou flialt 
fee^ that they have been all *' prepared as the 
'* morning/* Wait, therefore, on the Lord thy 
God. Conunit thy way to him, and he will bring 
it to pafs. " Many forrows fliall be to the wick-, 
" ed : but he that trufteth in the Lord, mercy 
" Ihall coropafs him about." 



SECTION X. 

Tb^ Natural Depravity of Man.^-^Example infuf^ 
fcient to account for the Symptoms or Univerfa- 
Hty of Human Corruption. — This proved to be ' 
Natural, from its Early Appearance ^—from 
the Hijlory of Seth ;—from the Names given to 
the Antediluvian Patriarchs ;—from the Death 
of Children ;—from the Circumflances which aU 
lude to the Manner in which Sin is tranfmitted. 

We have already taken a curfory view of hu- 
man depravity ; of its rapid progrefs and alrnoft 
univerfal dominion, of its influence on the heart, 
and of its fatal effeas. Let us now trace this to 
its origin ; and it will appear that man is indeed 
** a tTanfgreffor from the womb." From the na- 
ture of this work, it would be improper to intro- 
duce 
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duce thofe proofs that are merely of a dodrinal 
Icind : and I fhall not even call the attention of 
the reader to all the hiftorical evidence which the 
Scripture affords. The doctrine of our original 
corruption might be proved, from the nature of 
that federal tranfadion into which God entered 
with man in a ftate of innocence ; from the cove- 
nant being made with Adam before the forma- 
tion of Eve, although it included her as well as 
her hufband, and on the fame principle, the pof- 
terity of both ; from the curfe pronounced on the 
ground, /or the fake of man, which undoubtedly 
affeds the defcendants of Adam, no lefs than it 
did himfelf ; from the circumftance of his calling 
his wife Eve, that is, " the mother of all living," 
not immediately after God had bleffed them, fay- 
ing, " Be fruitful and multiply,'* nor while they 
continued in a ftate of integrity, but after the 
fall. This, as it clearly fhews his perfuafion that 
all thofe of her pofterity who ihould in a fpiritual 
fenfe deferve the name of living, ihould be made * 
alive by virtue of that Seed, who, according to the 
prpmife, was to fpring from her ; at the fame 
time teftifies his convi&ion that they (hould all 
by nature be under the fentence of fpiritual and 
eternal death. Without entering into a particu- 
lar confideration of thefe, and of feveral other 
proofs of the fame kind, I fhall confine myfelf to 
a few of a different defcription. 

I. It is plain from Scripture-hiftory, that the 
corruption of man proceeds not merely, or chief- 
ly, from example. Imitation is indeed a power- 
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fid principle in our nature ; but it cannot pro* 
duqe all the efieds which have been afcribed to 
it. If there be no corrupt bias in the heart of 
man, the principle of imitation muft, where cir- 
cumftances are equal, have equal effeds, although 
of an oppofite kind. It muil operate as powern 
fidly in following a good, as an evil, example. 
But how far this is. from being the cafe, let the 
experience of mankind declare. 

The crime of Cain was not only heinous in it- 
felf, but highly aggravated. It was not merely 
murder, one of the moft horrid crimes that can be 
perpetrated by man, but fratricide ; and fratri- 
cide committed under the form of perfecution for 
righteoufhefs* fake. Abel had given no provoca- 
tion to his brother. He had trampled on no law 
human or divine. He had not direded a iingle 
word of reproach againft Cain. But " he flew 
" him, becaufe his own works were evil, and his 
** brother's righteous '.'* He committed this 
crime in the very face of God, after being fa- 
voured with an immediate revelation, warning 
him of his duty, and encouraging him by a pro- 
mife of acceptance, as well as of dominion over 
his brother ^. 

The wickednefs of Cain could not proceed from 
imitation : for he was the firft murderer. It 
could not be the efftCt of a gradual progrefs in 
guilt, in confequence of a long courfe of perfonal 
iniquity, or the influence of example in a long 
lucceiBonofages. Although t^e firft man born 

of 
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of woman, he was as wicked as any Who hav^ 
jRnce exifted. He went as far as he poffibly could, 
according to the nature of his fin ; and we can 
fc'arcely form the idea of one more horrid. His 
guilt was further aggravated by fubfequent arro- 
gance, obduracy, and impiety. 

New modes of finning may be devifed* in con- 
fequence of the exercife of man's fertile invention 
in the fervice of Satan. But thefe are only va- 
ried operations of the fame corrupt principle. Or 
fin may become more general, from the influence 
of example and perfuafton. The ways of man 
may become more flagitious ; but the principle 
in the heart is continually evil ^ 

It may be faid perhaps, that the example of 
Abel, although in the fame family, affords a proof 
that the corruption of Cain was not hereditary. 
But let it be obferved, that we find nothing in the 
hiftory of Cain, which difl:inguifties him as natu- 
rally a worfe man than his brother. It was only 
" in procefs of time,'^ when he prefented an oflTer- 
ing to the Lord, that the wickednefs of his heart 
appeared. We are informed indeed that Abel 
was righteous, while the charafter of Cain was 
quite the reverfe. But did the righteoufnefs of 
Abel originate from a better nature, or from the 
exercife of his own powers ? No ; " by faith he 
** oflfered unto God a more excellent facrifice than 
" Cain, by which he obtained witnefs that he 
" was righteous y.*' Now^ as ** faith is not of 
** ourfelves, but is the gift of God ;'* this clearly 

Ihews 

X GcD. vi. 5. XI. comp. y Heb. zi. 4. ^ 
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fliews that righteoufnefs was not more natural 
to Abel than to his brother, but given him fronfi 
above. 

Such is the univerfality of this corruption, that 
we muft neceflarily conclude that it is born with 
us. Were not man naturally corrupt, it is incon- 
ceivable that in the courfe of only nine genera- 
tions from Adam, corruption (hould be fo univen- 
fal, that only one man ihould be found righteous 
in the whole world ; and fo great, as to exhaufl: 
the' long-fuffering of the God of mercy ; efpe- 
cially when we confider the longevity of the pa- 
triarchs ; the confequent opportunity afforded to 
their pofterity of being inftru(9:ed with refped.to 
the creation, the fall, and the revelation of grace ; 
and the appearance of at kaft cHie, illuftrious pro- 
phet during this period. There might be fome 
ground to plead the iafluence of example, did 
only the children of the wicked. fpUow their ways. 
But we learn from Scripture, what is confirmed 
by obfervation. in every age,, that even the chil- 
dren of the moft pious parent?, who have been 
ftridly educated in the ways of God, and as far 
as poffible preferved from the company of the 
wicked, difcover jhe fame corrupt inclinations 
with others. I fhall not mention the ungodly and 
imdutiful Haip» left it fhould be faid that he was 
tainted by the wiekednefe of the antediluvian 
t^orld. Did not Abraham receive this fignal tef- 
Jtitnony from God bimfelf ? ** 1 know him, that 
" he will command his children and his houfc- 
** hold after him ; and they ihall keep^'' or " that 

f^they 
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" they may keep the. way of the Lqrd ^'* Was 
not Abraham feparated from the world around 
him, feparated from his own kindred ? Yet there 
was an Iflimael in his family, a fcofler, a perfecu- 
tor «. Was not Ifaac the father of that ** profane 
" perfon Efau, who for one morfel of meat fold 
" his birthright ^ I" So wicked were fome of the 
fons of Jacob, that they " troubled him, to make 
** him to (link among the inhabitants of the 
** land^'* Two of them were guilty of inceft^; 
two of them were perfidious murderers ; and they 
almoft all confpired againft Jofeph, and fold him 
as a flave. 

II. It is evident that this depravity is natural 
to man, becaufe it is afcribed to him, and actually 
appears in his conduft, from his earlieji years. 
Here we might appeal to univerfal experience* 
Where is the parent, who, unlefs wonderfully 
blinded by felf-love or prejudice, has not remark- 
ed in his children the mourilful dawnings of pee- 
viflmefs, wilfulnefs, difobedience, envy and re- 
fentmtot, almoft from the womb ? Who has not 
feen, that falfehood is their natural language, as 
foon as they begin to fpeak ? But we appeal to 
the obfervation of that Witncfs who cannot err. 
It is his teftimony, that " the imagination of 
^* man^s heart is evil from bis youth^^ or ** in- 
" fancy ^" It is not faid that man's ways are 
«vil, but the affcrtion refpefts his heart. Nbr is 
jt fimply declared that his heart is evil ; but this 

depravity 

% Oen. iriii. 19. a Ccti* zzi. 9. ; CtL iv« 19. - b Heb. zit. ttf. 
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depravity is afcribed to the imagination of his 
heart ; that is, to the very firft figment of thought 
there. For in us, that is, " in our flefh," in our 
nature as children of Adam, ** dwelleth no good 
** thing ;'* and we are not " fufficient of ourfelves 
*' to think any thing as of ourfelves^.'' This cor- 
ruption is not Qonfined to years of matuuty. Man 
is thus depraved from his very infancy. For the 
original word, as it is fometimes rendered child-* 
hood?, properly denotes the whole age of man 
from his conception, till he arrive at the ftate of 
manhood. It is a derivative from the word which 
is ufed to fignify a mere infant, and even an em^- 
bryo in the womb K 

Do we read of fome, who in their e^rly years 
have manifeftcd a different propaifity ? We are 
at the fame time affured that this was entirely 
the effe<a of divine grace. Thus John the Baptift 
was ** filled with the Holy Ghoft, eyen from his 
*' mother's womb ^'' 

III. Original depravity is evidently afcribed to 
that Patriarchy who was to be the progenitor of 
the Melliah, as well as of the Church. It has 
l)een often obferved, that the language employed 
by the Spirit of God, concerning the generation 
of Seth, deferves particular attention. " Adam 
** —begat a fon in his own likenefs, after his 
V image ; and called his name Seth.'' He mull 
be wilfully blind, who, in this phrafeology, ob- 
ferves not an obvious reference to the language 

ufed 
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ufed with refpeft to the creation of Adam, and at 
the fatiie time a ftriking antithefis. " God faid, 
" Let us make man in our image, after our like- 
" nefs K^^ But left the reader (hould overlook 
.the contraft, becaufe of the palTage referred to 
being at fome li£tle diftance in the hiftory, the 
fame language is repeated immediately before 
this declaration with refped to Seth : " In the 
** day that God created man, in the Ukeneff of God 
" made he him. — And Adam liVed an hundred 
" and thirty years, and begat a fon in his own 
" likenefs, after bis image '.'' A very important 
difference is undoubtedly marked between the 
likenefs of God and that of Adam. The likenefs 
of Adam was that of a fallen mortal creature. 
Adam was now a believer, but he was a finful 
man. The image of God, which he had loft by 
the fall, was indeed partially reftored. But this 
was not properly kis image : and as it was refto- 
red only by grace, it could not be communicated 
according to the courfe of nature. Adam could 
beget no fon in his likenefs, even as partially re- 
newed. For moral reiSitude caii only be the ef- 
fcd: of a new creation : and we are thus created, 
not in the firft, but in the jfecond Adam ". Al- 
though it had been poffible, that our firft parent 
could have communicated his image as- a renew- 
ed man, ftill there would have been a communi- 
cation of his remaining corruption ; and Seth 
would have hiherhed original fin. 

The 
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Thfi langMge of the Spirit of Gpd, in this paf- 
fage, £o^tns fo remarkable an ointitbeiis to that em-^ 
ployed conterning the creation of Adam» that the 
jnind inflfantaneoufly and irr4fiftibly repun to it : 
and how . r<Q)ugiiant foevcr to the pride of the 
heart, &els a' fecret conviAion that this means: 
fomethingvpry different from being *^ oreaterd in 
** God^s image, after his likenefs/* 

TJiis account is not given with refpe<ft to Cain^ 
although ther^j cap be no doubt that it is equally 
applicable to him. But fome might hare induU 
ged the vain imagination, that, when Cain re* 
cciy^d exiftence, fin retained more of its viru- 
lence in our firft parents, than afterwards* Or, it 
might have been fupppfed, that this was peculiar 
to Caifv of whom it is laid that he " was of that 
** wicked one ;*^ and that although fimilar dc-: 
pravity had been communicated to his pofterity^ 
this had periihed with them in the univerfal de*** 
lu^. Nor is this (aid of Abel, who, as far as 
appears, IsA no ilSue. But this account is refet^ 
Ted finr the hiftory of that other feed, whom God 
appointed Inftead of ^righteous Abel; A«, after 
the deluge, the earth was to 'be peopled fdely 
by the defcendonts of Seth ; as the feed of the 
Church, nay, that feed, in which all the families 
of the earth fliould be blefled, was to fpring from 
him ; we are taught, by the Spirit of infpiration, 
what judgment we ought to fi>rm with refpeft to 
the natural ftate of mankind in general, and evea 
of thofis whp ase the heir^ of glory/ 

Vol. II. U IV. The 
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IV. The very names of fome of the patriarchs 
convey this important leflbn. Among the He- 
brews and other eaftem nations, the names im* 
pofed on perfons, either at their birth or after- 
wards, were always fignificant. They were mo* 
numents, of the moft iimple and familiar kind. 
They either denoted fomething fingular in re- 
gard to their birth, or refpe€led fome blefling 
from God. Thus they were a fort of compen- 
dious hiftory. For we mud fuppofe, that parents 
were at pains to explain them to their children } 
and thej could not be pronounced, without the 
recoUe&ion of the reafon of their being impo- 
fcd". 

But moft of the names given by the antedi- 
luvian patriarchs are confined to one affeding fub- 
jed. They exprefs the guilt and mifery of our 
nature ; as if thefe good men had ftill looked 
back to the entrance of fin, and kept in their eye 
its deferved punifhment. The name of Abel, as it 
fignifies vanity^ or ** a vapour that foon vanifli- 
^ eth away," emphatically denoted, not merely 
the brevity pf his life, but that of the life of man 
in general, who " at his beft ftate is altogether 
'* vanity." Seth, the fubftitute for Abel, gave a 
name to his fon, which exhibits man in the fame 
melancholy point of view. " He called his name 
*' Enosy This fignifies forrowfuly grievoujly fick^ 
miferable. Nor was this name confined to him. 
Like that of Abel, . it is extended to all men j 
who are often called Enos, or fons qf Enos, be- 

,: I caufc 
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caufe of their fpiritual ficknefs, their forrow and 
mifery. Hence the Pfalmift prays, with refpedt 
to the enemies and perfecutors of the Church ; 
" Put them in fear, O Lord, that the nations may 
** know themfelves to be Enos, miferahle men ' •'* 
Enos feems to have recoiledked the meaning of 
his own name, when he gave one to his fon Cai* 
nan ; for this may be rendered mourning or /a* 
mentation. The grandfon of Cainan was called 
yared ; which may be tranflated defcending^ and 
has been undcrftood as referring to the defcent of 
the fons of God from that ftate of feparation fronv 
the pofterity of Cain, in which they had hither- 
to continued p. In different places of Scripture^ 
the fame word denotes the eifedts of fin ;— ^8 in 
Jer. xlviii/i8. " Come down from thy glory :'* 
Lam. i. g. " She rcmembcreth not her laft end; 
** therefore Ihe came down wonderfully.*' The name 
Metbufelab has been rendered by fome, " He dics^ 
*' and it is fent ;'* by others, ** He dies, and the 
V dart cometh." According to either tranflation^ 
the name is viewed as having a prophetical refe- 
rence to the deliige, which was fent that very 
year in which this good man died. Enoch, we 
know, was a prophet ; and it would appear tha( 
in giving a name to his fon, he foretold the flood 
yearly a thoufand years before it came. Methu- 
ielah called his fon Lamech, that is, poor^ madt 
low, or one who isjlruck. 

-U^ v. Jhf 
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V. The corruption of our narure appears from 
the dominion which death hath exercifed over 
children. The apoftle Paul, in proving the exift- 
ence of a law previous to that given from Mount 
Sinai, and the condemnation of men by this law, 
obfcrves, ** that death reigned from Adam to Mo- 
^ fes, even over them that had not finned after 
*^ the fimilitude of Adam's tranfgreffion <i ;'* that 
is, over children, who had never finned in their 
dwn perfons. That deatli indeed reigned over 
thefe, or exercifed its full power on them, is evi- 
dent from the Scripture-hiftory. Vafl: multitudes 
of children ipuft have periihed in the deluge. 
The deftru£tion of the cities of the plain extend- 
ed to perfons of every age. Many thoufands, 
. who had never adhially finned, muft have fuffered 
in. the plague of the firfl>bom. The command 
of God, with refped to the extermination of the 
Amalekites, and other devoted nations, included 
children as well as adults. But, to ufe the lan- 
gu^e of Abraham, when interceding for Sodom 
and Gpmorrah, as God " will not deftroy the 
" righteous with the wicked," we may be afiured 
that the children, over whom death was permit^ 
fed to reign, were not viewed by him as righteous. 
'i Who ever periihed, being innocent ?'* They 
"had not finned after the fimilitude of Adam't 
^ tranfgreffion.'* They could be viewed as'^ guil- 
ty, therefore, only as having finned in that conj- 
mon parent, who, as a public reprefentative, " is 
** the figure of him. that is to come ^•** 

: To 
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To pretend that the death of infents is to he 
confidered as a mercy rather than a judgment, a§ 
taking them away from the evils of this life ; is 
to beg the queftion in a very ridicufous manner, 
by fuppofing that they indifcriminately make ^ 
change to the better, or, in other words, that they ^ 
muft of neceflSty be free from future punifliment, 
as being free from fin. This aflertion alfo flatly 
denies the veracity of God in the threatening and 
fcntence of the law : for it reprefents that as a 
bleHing, which he denounces as a curfe. It is 
equally repugnant to all the feelings of our nai' 
ture. For we ftill view death as in itfelf, not a 
benefit, but a calamity. However great the fuf- 
ferings of life, it is a very rare cafe, if men do not 
recoil from death with horror : and for reconci-^ 
ling the mind to it, all the conlolations of religion 
are tcqtrifite. 

vr. The Scripture-hiftory includes a variety of 
circumftances which evidently allude to the man-' 
ner in which fin is tranfmitted. The firft diftate 
of Ihame, as felt by the parents of our race, in 
confeqtience of the entrance of fin, \Vas to con- 
ceal thofe parts which are the inftriiments of ge- 
neration. All the members of the body are em- 
ployed as the inftruments of unrighteoufnefs j 
but fhame is efpecially excito^d by the nakednefs 
of thefe ; as if God would fet a fpecial mark of. 
diflionour on them, to remind us that in this way 
fin, the parc!nt of flis^me, is tranfmitted Irom one 
generation to another j and that the human race 

U 3 is 
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is cQQtinued, and fin communicated, by the very 
iame means, 

The ordinance of circumcifion had, a finailar 
reference. Being a painful rite, it intimated that 
fin merits fuffering, and that man is fubje^ed 
to this by the fentence of his Judge. Was this 
rite performed in the w^y of excifion ? It figni- 
fied th^t the whole man deferves to be cut oflf 
from the fellowship of God. From the language 
frequently ufed in Scripture, it is evident that 
this peremony denoted that the heart is depraved 
and polluted by fin. Therefore we read of the 
uncircumcifion of the heart, and of its being ne- 
ceflary th^t this ihould be circumcifed by divine 
graced As it was a feal. of the covenant of 
^race, and pf " the righteoumefs which is by 
** faith ;" it refppfted man's pondemnation by 
the fiiil covenant, and proclaimed his need of jufti- 
fication and falvation by another. It was to be 
performed on the eighth day, that is, as foon as 
the child cpuld be fuppofed able to bear it with- 
out danger, or be cleanfed ; to declare that man 
is corrupted, that he is fubjeded to fuffering, that 
his heart is depraved, and that he needs to be re- 
generated and juftified, even from the womb. 

The hereditary curfe to which woman is fub- 
je6led, is a ftriking indication of the manner in 
ivfaich fin is tranfmitted. " Unto the woman 
*' God faid, I will greatly multiply thy forrow 
^' and thy conception,'' that is, " thy forrow i^ 
^•conception; in forrow thou Ihalt bring forth 

"children/' 

s J^CT. Zjkvi. ^x. ; Jfer. ix. 26* i Deut. x, i6,\ xzz* 6. 
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^ children ^'* Had this fentcncfe been confined 
to Eve herfelf, it might have been viewed a» 
merely the punifliment of her perfonal guilt. But 
it is entailed on her daughters. It fubfifts in 
its full force, although it is nearly fis thoufand 
years fince it was pronounced. Individuals, in- 
deed, in almoft every region, from folne peculiar 
irity of frame, and even the females in general be- 
longing to fome nations, feel the effed of the lat* 
ter part of this fentence in a very inferior de- 
gree, having little pain in child-bearing. But 
this no more forms an objeftion to the general 
law, than does the great fertility of fome parts 
of the earth to the curfe pronounced on it 
for the fin of man. Sorrow in conception and 
child-bearing' is the common lot of women in eve- 
ry age : and for what end, but to remind man* 
kind, in their fucceffive generations, of the man* 
ner in which fin entered into the world ; to teach 
them alfo that they were " conceived in fin,*' and 
that it is impoflible that ** he who is born of a 
" woman fliould be righteous?'' This heredi- 
tary forrow, which is the native fruit of fin, pro- 
claims to the woman, every time fhe conceives 
or bears a child, that fhe ** travaileth with ini- 
** quity, hath conceived mifchief, and brings forth 
** falfebood." 

It alfo deferves notice, that forrow in thefe re- 
fpeds is confined to our nature. It is vmknown 
to all other animals, in any fimilar degree, ex- 
cept in peculiar cafes, or as proceeding from fome 
. ^ U 4 accidental 

t Oea uL 16. 
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iccidental catffe : and iuch occafionHl diyerlitiel 
leaniiiot eiiter, int6 the de(cr]ption of the ^crcs m 
generaL: 

I tntky idd, that the atonement enjoined urtder 
<he' IgW for every woman " who h^d tottceived 
^* feed, ahd born a child," conveys the fame in- 
ftrudion. St^e was not only to continue in a ftate 
of purification forty days, for d male-child, and 
jcighty for a female j but it was neeeffary that, 
when the time appointed was elapfed, (he flK)uld 
f^ bring an ofi^ridg, and that the prieft Ihoidd 
^ make an atonemetit for her ^." 

VII. The miraculous \foncepHon of omr Siviouf 
ftffords a ftrong argument in fupport of the d(5c- 
Irifie tiilder confideration* It was promifed that 
he Ihould be the feed of the 7i)oman^. For 
had hi dcfcended from Adam in the way of ordi* 
liary geftferation, he muft alfo have finned and dkd 
in hini ; and thus be could nevet hat^ brCiifed 
iht head of the ferpent. The Mefliah, indeed^ 
i^ould not himfelf be fubjedled to death by Aieads 
pf the fir(l Adam ; and yet by dying procure life, 
srs th€ fecond. As this g^eat promife was made 
immediately after the entrance of fin, and juft be- 
fote the denunciation of the fentedce on the wo- 
man, as to fonrow in conception ; with tefped to 
the time and the connexion, merits our atten«> 
fiori, fiial; God proclaimed deliverahcfe from fin 
l^y mearfs bf a deviation from the ordinar/ law 
D^ich he iiad eftabliflied for the propiagstitin of 
^r fi)tcies. The fciirffe, written m conceptioi^ 
^d tranfinitted by mean* of it, was to be remo- 

^ te?. zil X.— f. y Gen. iii. i^ ^ 
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Tdd by a conception of fo extraordinary a na- 
ture, that *^ a woman fhbtld compafs a uian^/' 

This f* new thing in thd earth'' took place^ 
when the Virgin Mary conceived by tbe pow^r 
of the Holy Ghoft. That the Meffiah might have 
a right t6 redeem us, it was neceffary that he 
ihould be our near kinfmart. He itiuft be of the 
fame flock with ourfelves, that he njight ** not 
•*. be afhamed to call us brethren," and that his 
obedience and fufferiiig might be imputed to fin^ 
ners of the fame family. As this was requifite 
from his chafafter as a Redeemef ; it was equally 
fo, from the greatnefs of that humiliation which 
was neceffary for our redemption. He muft ** be- 
** come in all things like unto us," as far as this 
conformity was attainable " without 6n." \Yhen, 
therefote, he affumed our nature, without tte in* 
tervention of man ; we niay be aflured that the 
only reafon of this difference was, that he could 
not otherwifc affume it IvithoUt being fubjeded 
to fin. While the word was. really ** made flefli," 
he was made only " in the likenefs of Jinfid 
" flefh." Accordingly, we are exprefsly inform* 
ed, that this feed of the woman, this " holy 
^* thing," is called " the Son of God," in confe- 
^uence of the ** Power of the Higheft overflia- 
•• dowlng*' the Virgin ^. 

What reafon have we for the deepefr humilia* 
tion, when we contemplate our natural ftate ! 
Well may .we cry out with the leper under the 

law, 

^ Jar. xnl %%, x Luke i. 3$. 
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law, " Unclean, unclean !'' Let us imitate the 
exercife of David, in his penitential Pfalm, in 
tracing up our aftual tranrgreffions to the corrupt 
and bitter fountain of original fin. Let us com* 
pare our own deformity with that purity which 
the law requires, and in which we were created 
in our firft father ; and this will be our language 
to the Searcher of hearts : " Behold ! thou de- 
*• fireft truth in the inward parts ;'' but " I was 
•* Ihapen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother 
** conceive me.'* How ill does pride become a 
fallen, a polluted wonA^^fpecially in , relation to 
infinite holinefs ! Well may " our mouth be fl:op- 
** ped,'* in the prefence of that God, in whofe 
fight " the heavens are not clean/' 

Let us beware of accufing divine juftice, in en- 
trufting our holinefs and felicity in the hand of 
one perfon. Let us rather admire his mercy, in 
providing a remedy. Let u^ remember that God 
bath eternally difplayed and vindicsited the juf- 
tice of his procedure in the old covenant, by the 
plan he purfues in the new : and that if we ob- 
flinately deny his juftice in the imputation of fin, 
we difclaim any intereft in the imputation of 
righteou£hefs. We cannot renounce our intereft 
in the firft Adam, as a reprefentative, without at 
the fame time renouncing all claim to the fecond. 
For " as by one man's difobedience many were 
** made finners \ fohy the obedience of one fliall 
** many be made righteous." 

SECT, 
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SECTION XL 



The Incarnation of t^e Son of God. — His frequent 
Appearance in the likenefs of Man, a prelude 
of this. — Prefigured by the Smoking Furnace and 
Burning Lamp ; — the Burning Bujh ; — JacoVs 
Ladder ; — the Cloud of Glory. — RefpeSled in 
the Rights of Primogeniture ; — Law of the Le- 
virate s — Circumcijion ; — Patriarchal Mode of 
Swearing ; — Abjlinence from the Sinew that 
fbranL 



Jesus Christ is the great fubjed of the Holy 
Scriptures. " The fpirit of prophecy is the tef- 
" timony of Jefus." The myftery of the incar* 
nation of a divine perfon is " without contro- 
" verfy great.'' On this myftery, refts the whole 
doftrine, revealed in the word of God, concerning 
our falvation. We need not wonder then, that, 
while this is the fubjec^ of fo many prophecies 
and promifes, it ihould alfo have been exhibit- 
ed to the faith of the Church, by various fymbols 
and prdudc-..; or that it was taught, not mere- 
ly in a dodlrittal way, but by hiftoiical iUuftra- 
tion. 

Before 
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Before entering on the confideration of what if 
chiefly in view, it may be neceflary to obferve, 
that the foundation of the Church's faith, as to 
tlie incarnation of a divine perfon, lay in the fiift 
promife. In this it was declared, -that the feed of 
the woman ihould bniife thi he^id of the ferpent 
The perfon, whofe appearance is here foretold, 
]}eing called tht/efdofthe woman; faith, in em- 
braciifig the promife, muft have viewed him as 
truly man. But fuch i? the nature of the work 
afcribed to him, that there was an equal neceffity 
for confidering him as God. The old ferpent had 
already ihewn, that man could not enter the lifts 
with him. He had deceived^ and been the in- 
ftrument of deftroying our nature ; although be 
found it in a ftate f innocency. Now, when it 
is faid, " It fhall bruife thy head,'* the meaning 
is, that the feed of the woman fliould retort on 
bimfelf the fatal ftroke given by this deftroyer ; 
that he Ihould overthrow that external dominion 
in the world, which he had acquired in confe- 
quence of the fall ; nay, that he Ihould fubdde 
his power in the heart of man, by the deftruftioa 
of fin, which, as it is the offspring of the ferpent, 
is the great fupport of his kingdom. Could faith 
fever expeft the accomplifhment of fuch a work 
by any mere creature ? 

if any doubt had remained as to this being the 
meaning of the firft promife, it muft have been 
fully removed by the prediction of Enoch, the 
feventh from Adam, v^ h > exprefsly declared who 
it was that fliould come and ^* deftroy the works 

"of 
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'* of the devil." For he " prophefi^d, faying, Be^ 
" hold the Lord cbmethy :" aijd this prophecy is 
hy oo means to be confined to Chrift's fecoijd 
coming, although it Ihall have its full and final 
completion in this great event. 

It has been fuppofed by many learned writ^ft, 
that our firft parents, after being turned to God* 
were fo big with expe(9;ation of a divine deliver-i 
er, that Eve miftook Cain for him. Therefor^ 
they thus render the words that flie uttered, on 
the birth of her firft-born ; " I have gotten a 
** man the Lord ^" 

With refpefl: to the preludes of the incarnation 
of the eternal Word, the following things maybe 
obferved. 

I. Thi« glorious Perfon frequently appeared iii 
the likeneff of human natiurc. Hi$ appearance, as 
the Angel of the Lord, or the Angel-Je.HovAH, 
we have already copfidered, as an evidence that 
the dodrine of the Trinity was revealed under 
the Old Teftamcnt. But here it demands our at-^ 
tention, that when he revealed himfelf in this 
xrhara^Ser, he often affumed thelikenefe of man; 
and made himfelf known by fuch language, or 
fuch ads, as clearly exprefTed the work that 
lie was to perform, as " the Word made flefh," 
and refpefied hi$ various fun^jons^as the Pro-k 
phet, Prieft, ajid King of his Church. W^en the 
LoRD^ attended by two of his. m^bifteriQgni^>»dt3; 
appeared to Abraham in the plains of Mamre, 
... i : . . . . V ^ . .vr. . they 
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they feemed to be all clothed with huioamty. 
Hence Abraham took them for three ordinary 
travellers; and made the fame preparations for 
them, that he was wont to do, when exercifing 
hofpitality \ It was only by the language of one 
of thefe celeftial vifitors, particularly as foretelling 
the birth of the promifed feed, and by the dif- 
covery he made of his heart-fearching power in 
rebuking Sarah for her fecret ridicule, that Abra- 
ham Was undeceived \ But during the whole of 
the interview, this divine perfon retained the 
fame likenefs ; and when he arofe to depart, was 
brought on his way by Abraham, as a man is ac- 
companied by his friend. 

In the fame manner did he appear unto Jacob, 
when he was preparing to meet with his incenfed 
brother Efau. The pat^-iarch " was left alone ; 
^ and there wreftled a man with him until the 
" breaking of the day ^'* This expreffion, " he 
" was left alone,'* efpecially as connedkcd witii 
what is previoufly mentioned concerning his fend- 
ing all his family " over the brook," is plainly 
meant to inform us, that he, who Wreftled with 
him, was not one of the fons of men. On this oc- 
cafion, the Son of God no; only aflumed the like- 
Hefe of our nature, fo that he might he/een ; but 
condefcended to aflume fo near a refemblance of 
its reality, that hie might htfeU. What a won* 
derful prelude of that grace which was afterwards 
to be manifefted, when the eyes of the difciples 

ihould 
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ibould not only fee, but ha^dle the felf-fame^ 
Word of life d! 

Jacob knew that he had wreftled with God ; 
for the thing for which he wreftled was the blcf- 
fing, which no creature could confer. As the ap- 
pearance of God in the likenefs of man, efpecially 
as he made himfelf known both to the fight and 
to the touch, was a ftriking prelude of the incar- 
nation ; the teftimony given to Jacob, as to his 
fuccefs, included no inconiiderable intimation with 
refpe<a to the union of the divine and human na- 
ture in one perfon. The Angel faid to him : " As 
** a prince haft thou power with God, and with 
" men, and haft prevailed." The word men is in 
the plural, indeed; as implying an aflurance of 
protection wherever he fhould go, and particular- 
ly of his having power over his enraged brother. 
But what was the pledge of this ? His prevalence 
in this aftoniftiing interview, when he " had 
•• power," even in the way of bodily wreftling, 
" over the angel" who appeared in the form of 
man ; becaufe " he had power with" him as 
" Gorf," by his faith and importunity, his tears 
and fupplicatibns^ 

To inform Jacob, and the Church in fucceed- 
ing ajges, that the condefcenfion of the Son, in af- 
fuming our nature, fliould nowife impair or dero- 
gate from his eflential majefty and power ; this 
divine wrcftler, during the ftruggle, touched the 
hollow of JacoVs thigh, fo that it was out of 
joint. This is underftood of the focket in which 

the 
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the ball tof the thigh-bone moves : and it has been 
obferved, that fuch is the fituation of this place, 
that Jacob muft have been affured no mere man 
could have ib tou£hed it in wreftling, as to have ef- 
feded a diflocation. 

In the fame form did he appear unto Jolhua, 
while he blockaded Jericho. ^* There flood a 
** man over againft him, with his fword drawn in 
** his hand/^ who faid to him, " As prince of the 
" hoft of Jehovah am I now come/' From this 
tefiimony Joihua muft have known, that this was 
he who had been promifed as God's Angel, who 
fhould go before Ifrael, and deliver their enemies 
into their hands ^, By the form he afiumed, it 
was alfo declared to Jofhua, and by him to the 
Church, that this Angel fliould afterwards " par- 
** take of flefh and blood." This appearance, in- 
deed, was not merely a prelude of his incarnation 
in general It " teftificd beforehand," that he 
fhould be manifefted in human nature, as Imma- 
nuel,*as God with us, " for us,^' and not " for 
** our adverfaries ?," as the King and Lord of the 
Church ; ^hat in this nature he fliould conquer 
the ferpent and his feed, and exercife abfolute 
dominion over all the enemies of his true Ifrael. 
For he faid to Jofhua, ** See, /have given into 
" thine hand Jericho." It was alfb declared, that 
He who fhould come in our nature^ fhould, ev«ii 
as incarnate, be the objed of religious, adoratioo. 
For, as if the homage given by Jofhua, in felling 
on his face to the earth, and worfhipping, ha4 

been 
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been too little ; this man (aid to him, '' Loofe thy 
** fhoe from off thy foot } for the place whereon 
<^ thou ftandeft is holy K'" 

That JfiHOVAH appeared in the likenefs pf man 
to Gideon, is evident from the fear that feized* 
him, when, by the miraculous confumption of his 
facrifice, he perceived that this was a heavenly 
vifitant K That he made a fimilar appearance to 
the wife of Manoah, is no lefs clear from the ac^ 
count fhe gave to her huflband of the vifit fhe had 
received; from the prayer afterwards prefented 
by Manoah ; as well as from the queftions he put 
to the Angel, and the amazement of both when 
they difcovered that this was a vifion of God K 
They at firft confidered him only as ** a man of 
" God,*' or a prophet. By both thcfc apparitions, 
the divine Word taught the Church, that he 
ihould at length aftually appear as her great 
High-prieft. When he confumed the facrifice of 
Gideon, by cauiing fire to rife out of the rock, 
he fymbolically fignified, that he fhould appear 
both as her prieft and facrifice ; as her prieft. pre- 
fenting an offering acceptable to God through the 
fire of his own Spirit ; as a facrifice for expiating 
all her guilt, as he fhould himfelf be burnt in the 
fufferings oif his human nature, by the fire of di- 
vine wrath. His afcending in the flame of the 
altar, when Manoah had prefented a burnt-offer* 
ing, might intimate that, as " the High-priefl of 
" our profeffion,*' he would afcend to heaven, and 

Vol. II. X enter 
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enter into the holieft of all, through the merit Qf 
his own ohlation. 

When Mofes defired to fee the glory of God, 
he faid to him, " Thou (halt fee my back- parts V* 
Hence it is moft probable that he faw the likenefs 
of human nature ; as an anticipation of that blef- 
fed difcovery which was afterwards made to him 
on the mount of transfiguration. It has been fup- 
pofed,. indeed, with great probability, that in thift 
manner God ordinarily communicated his will to 
Mofes ; as it is faid that he fpake with him ^' face 
'* to face, as a man fpeaketh unto his friend "*.'* 

By iimilat manifeftations did the Lord comfort 
his Church, while fhe was in Babylon, and while 
flie continued in a low date after her return from 
captivity. Ezekiel, by the river Chebar, faw the 
likenefs of a glorious throne ; and *• upon the like- 
** nefs of the throne was the likenefs as the appear-. 
•• ance of a man above upon it ".*' No manifefta- 
tion could tend more to comfort the fouls of belie- 
vers, in their afflifted ftate in a ftrange land, than 
fuch a prelude of the future incarnation of their 
God, and of the glorious majefty of his kingdom. 
After the return of the captives, when they were fo 
weak as to be threatened witk deftrudion from 
their enemies, Zechariah was favoured with a vi- 
fion of Chrift, as <' a man — ^ftanding among the 
** myrtle-trees that were in the bottom. Behind 
** him were there red horfes fpeckled and white °.'* 
While this vifion reprefented the low and mourn- 
ful ftate of the Church, it expreffed her fafety, 
. . (tcm 
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from the prefence of Chrift in the midft of her^ 
as the Lord of all the angels of heaven, whom 
he employs as his minifters to fulfil his pleafure 
in the kingdom of providence, in fubferviency to 
the interefts of his fpiritual kingdom. Many fimi- 
lar vifions had' this prophet. Particularly, the 
Angel who appeared to him as a man, exprefsly 
foretold his own miffion to dwell as the Lord of 
hofts in the midft of his Church p. 

The very charadler of an Angel or Mejfengeri 
mider which the Son appeared to the patriarchs, 
and to the Church under the Old Teftament, 
while it declared that he was then fent by the 
Father, had a fpecial reference to his future mif- 
fion in our nature, as " the Angel of the Cove- 
** nant, who (hould come to his temple ^.'* The 
many appearances, which he made in the likenefs 
of man, if not meant as preludes of his aftual in* 
' carnation, and for confirming the faith of the 
Church in this moft important article, could have 
no other tendency than to lead her aft ray to ido- 
latry. Thefe appearances, fo far from confirm- 
ing her faith in that revelation given to her, mnft 
have diredly fruftrated one great end of it, which 
was to preferve the doftrines of the divine unity 
and fpirituality ; and muft have proved a fnare, 
inducing her to "change the glory of the uncor- 
" ruptible God into an image made like to cor-» 
" ruptible man ^" But when fhe knew that thefe 
were the manifeftations of one divine perfon, fole- 
ly in relation to a future incarnation for the re« 
X 2 demptioa 
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demption of loft man ; Ihe was guarded againft 
the folly of fuppofing that God had a human form, 
or that his pure eflence had any affinity to grofs 
matter. 

II. The vifion that Abraham had of z furnace 
and lamp^ when God entered into covenant with 
him, may be viewed as a prelude of the incarna- 
tion. After he had, according to the divine com- 
mand, divided the various parts of the facrifice, and 
** laid each piece one againft another ;'* when it 
was dark, he faw a fmoking furnace and a burn- 
ing lamp pafs between the pieces \ Thefe have 
been generally viewed as fymbols of the affli6tion 
of the pofterity of Abraham in Egypt, and of 
their deliverance ; efpecially as we are informed 
in the context, that God foretold both the fuffer- 
ings and the redemption of Ifrael, and that day 
entered into covenant with Abraham. Others 
have underftood t\it fmoking furnaee as an emblem 
of the fufFerings of Chrift's human nature, under 
the wrath of God as a Judge ; and the burning 
lamp^ of his divine to which it is united, in con- 
fequence of which union it was impoffible that he 
could fuccumb under his fufferings ; or of the 
glory that followed ^. 

It is evident that the facrifice prefigured that 
of Chrift. The covenant made with Abraham, in 
as far as it refpefted fpiritual and eternal blcf- 
fings, was only a revelation of that covenant 
which had been made from eternity with Him 

who 
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irho Teas promifed as the feed of Abraham ; and 
in this point of view, it derived all its confirma- 
tion from the death of the great Sacrifice. 

But can there he any. thing improper in view- 
ing thefe fymbols, as referring both to the natu- 
ral feed of Abraham, and to that one feed, ** which 
"is Chrift";*' to the former primarily, to the 
latter ultimately ? We know that Chrift is the 
antitypical Ifrael ; and that what • is fpoken by 
one of -the prophets ;, " Out of Egypt have I call- 
** ed my Son %*^ \3 by an evangelift underftood as 
referring to the Saviour. We cannot fo well per- 
ceive the propriety of this application, without 
fuppofing fuch a double reference. There are 
other pafiages of Scripture, which can fcarcely be 
oth^rwife interpreted j as the language of the 
Church in the book of Pfalms, which feems to in- 
clude the fufferings both of the type and of the an- 
titype : " Many a time have they afflided me from 
"my youth, may Ifrael now fay ; — yet they have 
" not prevailed againft me. The plowers plow- 
" ed upon my back ; they made Jong their fur- 
** rows''.'* The laft words undoubtedly allude 
to Chrift's " giving his back to the fmiters,*' and 
to the deep incifions made by the fcourge. 

111. . The burning bujb may be viewed as a fimi- 
lar emblem. It has, indeed, been generally un- 
derftood as ihadowing forth the afflidions of If- 
rael in Egypt, and at the fame time her prefer- 
Tation by reafon of the divine prefence. With 

X3 fully 
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fidly as much propriety may it be viewed as dc-. 
poting the fufFerings of the M effiahi " The M- 
^* gel of the Lord appeared unto him (Mofes) in 
" a flame of fire, out of th« midft of a bufh : and 
** he looked, and behold, the bulh burned with 
" fire, and the bufh was not confumed. And 
" Mofes faid, I will now turn afide, and fee this 
** great fight, why the bufh is not burned *." Be, 
who appeared, was the Angel of the Lord, who 
had often before manifefled himfelf in the likencfs 
of man. The hujb or bramble^ as the word iignifies, 
was a fit emblem of his humanity, yhich is repre- 
fented " as a root fpringing out of a dry ground," 
** The flame of fire'' denotes the wrath of God, 
xvhich burned, but did not confume his human 
nature. The reafon why this could not be con- 
fumed, was the inhabitation of the AngeUjEHO- 
VAH. This was indeed ♦* a great fight ;** for 
there was *^ no forrow like unto his forrow, whcre- 
^* with the Lord afllided him in the day of his 
f* fierce anger ." 

IV. The ladder^ which Jacob faw in a dream, 
was a flriking fymbol of the incarnation. ** Be- 
** hold, a ladder fet upon the earth, and the top 
^* of it reached to heaven ; and behold the angels 
** of God afcending and defcending on it. And, 
•* behold, the Lord ftood above it, and faid, I am 
<* the Lord God of Abraham thy father ." Our 
Lord mufl himfelf be the befl interpreter of this 
vifion ; and he explains it to Nathanael in thefe 

words, 

f £xod. ilL t, 3? ' 7 Lam. i. 12. s Gen. iXfiiL is, 13. 
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Vords, ^* Hereafter ye ihall fee heaven open, and 
"" the angels of God afcendihg and defcending 01^ 
** the Son of man ^'' Heaven was Jhut againft 
man by his fin. There could be no comfortable 
intercoutfe between earth and that better coxm- 
try. But through Qhrift as Mediator, it is open. 
In his human nature he is as a ladder " fet upon 
** the earth ;'' in his divine, he " reaches to hea- 
** ven ;'* by his work as God-man, he unites 
both. ' A$ Jehovah '* flood above it ;" this de- 
notes that God, as judge, is reconciled to man, 
and admits him through Chrift to the moil inti* 
mate fellowihip. The angels of God afcend and 
defcend on this ladder. This fignifies, that all 
things in heaven and earth are recapitulated in 
Chriil ; that men are admitted to fellowfhip with 
angels ; and that thefe blefled fpirits are conftant- 
\y employed in miniftering to the Mediator, in 
fubferviency to the interefls of his kingdom, and 
to the faints through him. Inilead of " afcend- 
" ing and defcending c^w," fome incline to read, 
^' to th« Son of man^" But it is evident that 
the evongelift ufes the particle «iri, the fame which 
occurs in the Septuagint*, in reference to the ufe 
of a ladder ; and if rendered to, the force of the 
allufion would be loil. 

X 4 V. This 

a John i. 51. b Vid. Limpe in Jobn i. 51, 

-• One would almoft think that John, in narrating the langoage of his 
Mafter, had ezprrfled himfelf in conformity ty this verfion, which was t)ien 
cvmrnonly ufed by bis countrymen. Oi ayy%'k*i m eiv «viCa<yov xcm 
KttlfCaiMv 111'' «t»rir Gen. zzviii. 11. Tovr ^yy%K4i rv dfv «vir/Sj(iyovrff; 
»iu Kar«/toifOTTfl(( ijri T«f Titf w inr|p«i«'tf. John i. 51.^ 
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V. This was alfo prefigured by the cloud 61 
flory^ or the glory of the Lord^ which dwelt in 
the tabernacle and temple. When the Ifraelites 
departed from Egypt, ^ the Lord went before 
^ them by day in a pillar of cloudy to lead them 
'* the way ; and by night, in a pillar of fire, to 
^' give them light ^.'* He, who thus went before 
them, was Chrifl; for he is afterwards called 
^' the Angel of God ^.'^ After the ereftion of the 
tabernacle, '' the doud abode thereon, and the 
" glory of the Lord filled'* it ^ This was a live- 
ly emblem of the incarnation of the Word, to 
whom this expreflion, " the glory of the Lord,*' 
feems to be appropriated, as a perfonal defigna- 
tion K As the cloud abode on the tabernacle, and 
the glory filled it, in this fenfe God was foid to 
dweU among the children of Ifrad %. The type 
received its completion, when " the Word,*' who 
is " the brightnefs of glory,'* " was made flelh, 
. ^* and divelt among^^ men ^' as in a tabernacle^" 
to that they ** beheld his glory \^^ For the hu- 
man nature of Chrift is '< the true tabernacle 
" which God pitched, and not man '." In him 
^^ dwelleth all the fukiefs of the Godhead bodi- 
•* ly." That emblematical glory, of which we 
fpeak, in like mapner filled the temple ; and this 
alfo was a type of Chrift's human nature. Wc 
therefore re?d of " the temple of his body ^" 
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CnPTHS SOK OF GOD. 32^ 

m. The rights of prwiogeniture had a fpecial 
ftfped to the incarnation of the M efliah. Theie, 
although confirmed by the law of Mofes, were in 
force long before. They had the divine fandion 
fix)m a very early period. For God faid to Cain, 
with refped to his younger brother Abel, *• If 
^'thou doeft well, unto thee fhall be his defire, 
" and he Ihall rule over.thee »•" Thus they were 
nearly, if not abfolutely, coeval with the fiift 
promife ; as ta thi^ they evidently bore a rela* 
tion. One fpecial honour, reftri£ted to the firft- 
bom, was that he ihould be the anceftor of thatt 
feed in whdm all the families of the earth fhould 
bebkfled. Thus the birthright was appropria- 
ted to Ifaac, concerning whom God faid to Abra- 
ham, *• With him will I eftablilh my covenant ;'* 
and, *« In Ifeac ihall thy feed be called °." On 
this account Specially, is Efau charged with pro- 
fenity, in felling his birthright 

As the primogeniture fecured this peculiar ho- 
aour, and was therefore a perpetual memorial of 
the promife of the Meffiah ; it was attended with 
feveral diftind privileges, which were aU expref- 
five of his charader. Had the firft-born d dou- 
ble portion of bis fathcr*8 goods ? This prefigu- 
red him, who is ** heir of all things." Had|ghQ 
dominion over his brethren ? This pointed for- 
ward to him, who was promifed as God's *^ frft- 
** bom, high above the kings of the earth," " the 
** fiFft-bom among many brethren.*' Did the 
Jbftrbom, as holy to the Lord, confecrate the refl: 

of 
fl Geo. if. !• » Ociu vtu, ax. ; ni. zs. 
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of the femily ? It was a prelude of the "work of 
Ghrift in our nature, who for our fakes confecra^ 
ted himfelf in his fufferings, that he might ** pu- 
^' rify us as a peculiar people.'* . 

VII. The law of the levirate may be viewed in 
the fame light. According to this law, if a man 
died without leaving children, his brother next 
in age, or the neareft of kin, was bound to many 
the widow of the deceafed, and raife up a fuccef- 
for to him. The firft-bom of this marriage was 
legally viewed as the defcendaht of the elder 
brother, who had died childlefs ^. This ordinance 
was in force before the Mofaic difpenfation, as 
appears from the hiftory of Judah's family p : and 
fome carry it back to the days of Shem, or even 
of Adam. It was undoubtedly enjoined by di- 
vine revelation ; and afterwards incorporated in- 
to the law given by Mofcs ^. While there was a 
political reafon fi>r this ordinance, that inheri- 
tances might beprefcrved in the different fami- 
lies to which they belonged, there can be no 
ground to doubt that there was a far higher one. 
The honour of the firft-bom was thus fiugularly 
guarded, that in their fucceffive generations the 
If^elites might dired their eye to Him who, as 
•^ the firft-bom of every creature,'* muft ** in all 
" things have the pre-eminence ^" In eveiy 
other cafe, fuch a connexion was exprefsly prohi- 
bited ^ When, therefore, there was a pofitivc 

la^Jl 

Dfut. XJ[v. 6, p Gen. zxxviii. 7, 8. &c. q Dcut xxv. 5.— 10, 

r Pol. i. 15. i9. s XcT. zviii, z6, ; zx. 2Z. ^ . * 
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law, exprefsly difpenfing with another in certain 
circumftances ; efpecially as this difpeniation re^ 
fpe&ed a law evidently founded on moral prin- 
ciples, and meant to preferve fociety from fuch 
mixtures as are abhorrent to nature ; it^rould not 
pafs with the Lfraelites, without exciting a fpirit 
of inquiry as to the myftery it involved. 

VIII. As circumcifion fymbolically taught the doc- 
trine of original fin, it alfo refpicded the manner 
in which it fhould be taken away. It had a re- 
lation to the birtb of a Saviour, who was to ap^ 
pear '' in the likenefs of finful flej(b," and be made' 
fin for us. It was appointed as a feal of the co^ 
venant made with Abraham, which efpecially re- 
fpeded the Mefliah who was to fpring from him, 
as defcending from Ifaac, by whom he was pre- 
Cgured. As an evidence of this fpecial relation, 
which the feal of circumcifion had to the promi* 
fed feed, it is worthy of obfcrvation, that it was 
not enjoined on Abraham before the birth of Ifli- 
mael, his fon by the bond- woman, but at the very 
time of his receiving the promife of a fon by Sa-- 
rah : nor did he become the father of this child 
of promife, till he had fubmitted to this rite \ 

** It was particularly in refped of the Mef- 
" fiah,'* fays the learned AUix, " that God would 
'* have that mark made upon that part of man's 
.** body which is infervieut to generation. — God 
^* could do nothing more agr^able to the idea 
i^ the Ifraelites had of the Meffiah, and of his 

"binh, 

f Gen. ivii. 10. I5« 16. \ STiii. 10. ; w. i, ^. 
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^ birth, than to diilingaifh them by a relation to 
** this blefied feed, which he promifed them ; as 
^^ God defigned, without all queftion, by that 
^ means, to oblige the Jews to remember the &ft 
*' promife made to mankind ; fo no doubt, he in- 
^< tended by it to fix their minds upon the confi- 
'' deration of that favour he had fhewed to them, 
^^ as well as to Abraham, to diflinguifh them from 
^* all the people of the earth, that the Deliverer 
^^ of the world might be bom in their common- 
*• wealth, and from cme of their poilerity. It 
^ was the fame profpedl of the Melfiah, wbkh 
^< made God condemn thofe to death, who fhould 
^< either remain uncjrcumcifed themfelves, or leave 
*• their children fo »*.*' 

IX. The jjiode-^of /wearing obferved by fomc 
of the patriarchs, deferves our attention herc^ It 
would appear, that the moft ancient and mbft or- 
dinary cuflom was, to lift up the hand. Hence 
Abraham faid to the king of Sodom ; " I have 
" lifted up mine hand to Jehovah, the. moft 
" high God, the poffeflbr of heaven and earth ^" 
£ut afterwards we find the fame patriarch obfer- 
ving a different mode. When he employed his 
fieward Eliezer to take a wife to his fon of the 
cTaughters of his own people, he faid to him; 
** Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh ; 
*' and 1 will make thee fwear by Jehovah, &c 
<< —And the ferv^mt put his hand under the thigh 

*'of 

a Refledioos on the Books of Scriptore, Vol i. Part s. chap. 15. 
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'* of his mafter, and fware to him concerning that 
"matter'^/* Some view this rite' merely as a 
token of fubjeiiion, as being the manner in which 
inferiors fwore to their fuperiors *. Others, with 
much more probability, confider it as having a 
myftical reference. It has accordingly been in- 
terpreted, as either referring to the fign of cir- 
cumcifibn, or to the promife of the Meffiah. Did 
it immediately refpeft circumcifion ? It appears^ 
then, from what we have already feen, that it 
muft have ultimately referred to the promifcd. 
feed. It is, however, the judgment of fome learn- 
ed writers, that to this it diredly referred. The 
Meffiah was to come out of Abraham's loins or 
tbijrb. For, with refped to defcent, thefe are ufed 
as fynonymous terms. Therefore the pofterity of 
Jacob are called the ** fouls that came out of Ja- 
" coWs thij^b,^^ as the word literally fignificsT, 
The fame expreffion is ufed as to the feventy fons 
of Gideon '." It is probable, that the patriarchs 
ftiU continued to fwear by the hand lifted up, in 
ordinary or civil matters ; but that they ufed the 
other mode, when fwearing in things pertaining 
to the covenant and promife. As the oath takeil 
by the fervant of Abraham, had this reference, 
becaufe he wiflied to prevent Ifaac from mingling 
with the idolatrous Canaanites ; the other ih- 
ftance, which we have recorded, was of the fame 
kind. Jacob, when dying, took an oath of Jo* 
feph, that he fhould not bury him in Egypt, but 

with 



«r Gen. zw» s. 9. z Hiedegger Hiftor. Patriarch. Vol. 2. p. 135. 
7 Ocn. «tvi.4tf* ; tUbExod* i. 5* ' i Jndg. v\u, 30. 
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with his fathers in the land of promife*. Nonr^ 
as it is faid of Jofeph himfelf, that ** by faitb he 
" gave commandment concerning his bones ^ ;" 
we cannot reafonably fuppofe that the condud of 
his father, in requiring an oath from him widi 
the fame view, proceeded from any inferior prin- 
ciple. From the manner in which Jacob addref* 
fed Jofeph, it can fcarcely be fuppofed, that he 
aiked him to fwear in this peculiar form in token 
of inferiority. Jacob was ftill his father. Bat fi> 
great was the dignity of Jofeph, that Jacob fpcaks 
to him as one foliciting a lignal favour from hi» 
fuperior : " If now / have found grace in tby 
" ^*^ pu^ ^ P^^y ^bee^ thy hand under my 
" thigh, — ^bury me not, / pray tbee^ in Egypt" 

X. The cuftom obferved among the pofterity of 
Jacob, of not eating of ihtjinew thzt Jhrank, de- 
ferves particular notice. This cuftom originated 
from the wonderful ftruggle that their anceflor 
had with the Angel-Redeemer, which we have 
already confidcred. " The hollow of Jacob's thigh 
" was out of joint, while he wreftled with him.— 
" Therefore the children of Ifrael eat not of the 
" finew which Ihrank, which is upon the holloir 
" of the thigh, unto this day : becaufe he touch- 
*• ed the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the fuiew 
" that fhrank <^." It has been fuppofed, that Ja- 
cob, by divine infpiration, enjoined this abfti- 
nence on his pofterity : and indeed the words 
may be read, " The children of Ifrael may not 

"cat 

• Geo. xlvii. 9$*^}i. b Heb. tl ftt. c Qtn. szidL sj. S^ 



Digitized by 



Googk 



OF TH£ MN OF OO0« 335 

'^ eat of the- fine w which fhrank.*^ The mentipa 
bere made of this rite, if not an exprefs approba- 
tion of it, at lead implies no cenfure. It muft at 
any rate .be fuppofed, that there was a fpecial 
providence of God overruling the obfervancp of 
this rite, as a perpetual memorial of that unparal«* 
leled interview, and of its defign. The children^ 
feeing their fathers carefully abftaih from eating 
\ of this finew, would as naturally fay, as con- 
cerning the paflbver, " What mean ye by this?'^ 
They could not but reply, that they did it in re- 
membrance of Jacob's wrdUing with God in the 
appearance of man : and in as far as their know- 
ledge or faith reached, they would explain the 
relation of this manifeilation to the future ap- 
pearance of the God of Jacob in human nature. 

Various have been the opinions entertained, as 
to the reafon of Jacob's receiving the mark of 
weaknefs in this part of his body. I fhall venture 
a conje&ure, which feems to arife from what has 
been already obferved, in regard to the Angular 
mode of fwearing ufed by him, as well as by his 
grandfather. A^ the Meffiah, the promifed feed^ 
was to fpring from his thigb; might not the all- 
wife God fet this fignal mark of human imbeci- 
lity here, ftill to remind Jacob and his pofterity^ 
that, although he had received the promife of this 
peculiar blejfingj and a renewed confirmation of it 
on this occafion^ it was not his natural birthright, 
nor procured by his own merit or power, but 
wholly of grace ? According to this view, it might 
be the will of God, that Jacob ihould bear a mark 

of 
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of weftknelsy as to that very point in which he 
was to be honoured above all other men ; and 
have a perpetual leffon of humility, in regard to 
what would be moft apt to excite his natural 
pride. 

This ^eat doftrine, of the incarnation of a di- 
vine Perfon, was revealed compalratively in an 
obfcure manner to the patriarchs and under the 
law. Yet believers, who lived in thefe ages, &W 
the day of Chrift ; they faw it afar off, and were 
glad. The promife of the incarnation of Chrift 
was the ground of their hope. This, as conned- 
ed with a perfuafion of his prefence in the Church, 
as that divine Perfon who (hould at length adual- 
ly alTume human nature, was the foundation of 
their triumph over all the enemies who threaten- 
cd her deftrudion**. Is not the gro^d of our 
triumph greatly enlarged ? Is not the evidence 
of our fecurity wonderfully confirmed ? God hath 
been ^* manifefted in the flefh.'* Jcfus is known as 
Immanuel. Are not we, then, under ftiU fhronger 
obligations to fin^ ; " The Loud of hofts is vfitb 
** us, the God of Jacob is our refuge ?** 

We have feen, that there we»e many preludes 
of the incarnation. Thus he, who from eternity 
engaged himfelf as our Surety, early manifdled 
his love to the children of men. Thefe were all 
teftimonies of the infinite pleafure he had in the 
profped of his work of mediation in our world 
Thus he anticipated his habitation among men. 

Did 

d lii. Tii. IS. X4«i TiiL pt 10. 
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Did the father delight in him ? He delighted in 
thofe whom he was in a little to call his brethren* 
Was he the ohjedl of the infinite Idve of the Fa- 
ther as hi^ eflential image ? He was equally fo^ 
as the Surety of loft man. The Father loved him, 
becaufe he was to lay down his life. Hence he 
declares; " I was daily bis delights^ rejoicing al- 
*' ways before him ; rejoicing in the habitable 
"parts of his earth ; and my delights were with 
" the fons of meil ^" All the infinite love of 
the Father to him as the Surety, he as it were 
transferred towards thofe for who^ he bad un- 
dertakeo, in the a<ftings of his love to them. What 
Unfptafcable reafon have we^ thcrn^ to ** love him 
** who firft loved us !'' 



SECTION XII. 



fhe Miraculous Cbnception iltujlrdted from the tii^ 

Jlory of Mekbizedek ;^'from various injlances 

of Conception beyond the ordinary courfe ofNa^ 

lure ;—from the Laws given to Ifrael concern^ 

ing Virginity. 

. God did not merely foretell, and in varipus 
Ivays anticipate, the Incarnation of the Word : 
the Church was alfo informed^ that he Ihould par- 
Vol. II. Y . take . 

d Prov. viH. ^o, 31. 
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take of our nature in a way difG^ent from aU 
mere men. Befides the prophecies concerning his 
being the feed of the woman, and being bom of a 
virgin, there were various preludes of this won- 
derful event. 

I. From an infpired writer we learn, that xht hit 
tory of Melclnz€dek had a particular reference to 
the charafter of the Meffiah. Being " without fe- 
" ther, and without mother," he was " made like 
" unto the Son of Go<K^.'' This language has no re- 
fpe<^ to his natural birth ; for in this refpe& the 
king of Salem was undoubtedly like other meo. 
But it refers to the filence of Scripture on this head- 
For it was the will of God there fhould be no ac- 
count of his defcent, that he might hiftorically rc- 
femble Him, who is without father as man, and 
without mother as God. The Apoftle, indeed, feems 
to have the official charafter of Chrift efpecially in 
his eye ; as he had no predeceflbr in his prieftly 
office : and hence' he proves its fuperiority to that 
in the family of Aaron. But even thofe who 
take the words in this view, admit that they alfo 
regard his perfonal charadler. This muft neccf- 
farily be admitted. For }iad he not been " with- 
" out father,*' as man, he would have wanted 
that perfedion which was requifite according to 
the nature of the type. " Beginning of days," 
after the common courfe of nature, would have 
proved an infuperablc bar to his being " a prieft 
** after the power of an cndlefs life;." 

II. In 

c Ueb. Tu. 3* 
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II. In various inftances, God manifeftcd his 
power, in caufing women to conceive beyond the 
ordipary courfe of nature. There were two great 
obftaclcs to the accomplilhment of the promife 
made to Abraham, of his baring rflue by Sarah, 
She was conftitutionally barren ; and \7hen the 
promife was reSricted to her pofterity, fhe was 
pall the time of life. Any of thefe was of itfelf 
a ftiffieient obftacle. Although flie had not beeh 
barren, no woman had ever proved a mother in 
her circumflances. Hence her fon Ifaac was an 
eminent figure of Chrif! ; becaufe he was concei- 
ved, not properly by ftrcngth of nature, but by 
virtue of the promrfe. This wonderful conception ^ 
could not but greatly affift faith, with relped: to 
the pfoniile of ** the feed of the woman/^ It 
Aewedf that there was no abfurdity in believing 
that a virgin fliould conceive. The deadnefs of 
Abraham's body, and of Sarah's womb, made the 
one e ven t naturally as impoffible as the other^ 
Sarah could, no more than Maty, become ^ mo- 
ther, but by a miracle. Ifaac was " bom after 
** the Spirit V' in confequence of his miraculous 
operation ; and thus in a ftriking manner prefigu- 
red Him who was conceived by the power of the 
fame divine agent. It is remarkable, that as Su- 
rah and Mary both made fiibftantially the fame 
objeftion, the feme anfwer is given in both cafes ; 
as if the Spirit of infpiration would thus call our 
attention to the nitimate connexion between the 
two hiftories. Sarah faid, " Shall I of a furety 
^ Y2 "^bear 

i OaL iv. a^. 
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" bear a child, wbieb am old ?^^ Mary made a 
fimilar objedion ; i* How Ihall this be, feeing I 
** know not a man?^^ Both are founded on the 
apparent impoffibility of the thing. The reply 
of the angel to Mary, " With God nothing fhall 
** be impoflible," is materially the fame with that 
given to Sarah, " Is any thing too hard for the 
<* Lord ?" This, as exprefled in the verfion of 
the Old Teftameut, generally in ufe among the 
Jews when the New was written, is almoft In the 
fame words with thofe recorded by Luke : " With 
" God Ihall any thing be impoffible g ?'' 

In various refpeds was Samfon a type of Chrift; 
and among others, in the circumftances of bis 
conception. As an angel appeared to the Virgin, 
foretelling the conception of Him who ihould fave 
his people from their fins ; that of Samfon, who 
was a typical Saviour, was foretold in the fame 
manner. '^ There was a certain man of Zorah, 
•' of the family of the Danites, whofe name was 
^' Manoah, and his wife was barren, and bare not 
** And the Angel of the Lord appeared uoto the 
^* woman, and faid unto her. Behold now, thou art 
" barren, and beared not, but thou Ihalt conceive 
** and bear a fon^." 

As God had in ancient times given different 
dilplays of his power in this re^e^b, to ftrengthen 
the faith, and excite the expedation of his people, 
as to the completion of the great promiie ; when 
the time was at hand, he would awaken their at- 
tention 

g M9 «/tfy0CTiia'ii 'trafm t» 0(Q pn/tM \ Geo. xviii. 14. Ovx a/vfcrvTM 
^yifx TO ^10 xat fKjus.a. ' Luke i, 57, 
b Judges ziil 2, 3. 
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tention by a new difplay of the fame kind. Tlie 
wife of Zacharias appears as another Sarah. Nay, 
both Abraham and Sarah feem to be again brought 
on the ftage. For he was an old man, and his 
wife not only barren, but " well ftricken in years.'' 
There were two myfteries conjoined in the birth 
of Chrift ; the incarnation of the Angel- Jehovah, 
and his conception in the womb of a virgin. As 
thefe things were fo extraordinary, two iigns are 
afforded, which might tend to conciliate the faith 
of that people to whom he was promifed. For 
many ages, God had given no immediate revela- 
tion of his will. But on this oecafion, there was 
the vifion of an angel, and the conception of an 
aged and barren woman. 

Divine wifdom appeared in the choice of the 
parents, and in the charader of the fon, as well as 
in the concomitant circumftances and the feafon 
of this difplay of divine power. The parents had 
both been long of the higheft repute for true reli^ 
gion. ** They were both righteous before God, 
** walking in all the commandments and ordi- 
** nances of the Lord blamelefs.'" There could b6 
no reafonable fufpicion, that two fuch perfons 
would combine in impofing a falfe ftorjr on the 
nation. Zacharias being a prieft, what concern- 
ed "him muft have been far better known than if 
he had been in a private ftatioiK Elifabeth, be- 
ing a near relation of Mary, the latter had the 
beft opportunity of knowing all that concerned 
this remarkable manifeftation. He^ whofe birth 
was thus, diffiinguifhed, was no ordinary child, 

Y3 . He 
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He wa$ to be the immediate foreranner of tbe 
Mefiiah. The refpe^t Ti^hich his future office 
bore to the Saviour; marked him ovt as the mol^ 
proper perfon for a fign of his miraculotts concep- 
tioo. Was John to •* be filled with the iWy 
^* Ghoft from his mother's womb ?" The early 
appearances of extraordinary wifdom and iandity, 
would be a permanent atteftation of the truth of 
the miracles preceding his birth. Such circum- 
Jlances attended this fign, that although tlie pa- 
tents had been capable of impofture, no room was 
left for it. Zacharias was at Jerufalem, in the tem- 
ple, engaged in his miniftration« in the very aft of 
burning incenie, while " th^ whole multitude of 
" the people were praying without," at the time 
that he was vifited by the angel. Zacharias did 
not believe his teftimony, and having demand- 
ed a fign of the truth of it, himfelf became a 
fign to all who faw him, both of the reality of 
the vifion, and of the danger of incredulity. 
For he was "dumb, and not able to fpeak, un- 
^ til the day that thefe things were performed." 
The people at firft " perceived that he had fieen a 
" vifion :" and as he continued in the fame ilate 
till ** the days of his miniftration were accom- 
** plilhed," and for feveral months afterwards ; 
this well-known and extraordinary faft muft have 
4£xcited the wonder and expcftation of the great 
body of the nation. The feafon in which this 
fign was given, was the moft proper that could 
have been felefted. At this time tthe people in 
general " looked for redemption in IfraeL" It 

wa5 
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mras aUb only a few months before the appearance 
of that J^jra which Jehovah himfelf was to give >. 
As it prepared the minds of believers, and tend- 
ed to aroufe the body of the nation ; it was efpe- 
cially a mean of confirmation to the faith of Ma- 
ry, Hence the angel Gabriel, when removing 
her objedion as to the poffibUity of the fad pre- 
dicted, refers her to Elifabeth, as a living tefti- 
mony of the power of God, in removing every 
natural obftruftion to the fulfilment of his pro- 
mife,— of his power in circumftances that bore 
the greateft refemblance of her own : " And be- 
** hold thy coufin Elifabeth, fhe hath alfo concei- 
** ved a fofi in her old age ; and this is the fixt|i 
** month with her that was called barren. For 
•' with God nothing fhall be impoffible K'' 

III. The laws, given to the Ifraelites, concern- 
ing virginity^ feem to have had a fpecial refped 
Xq the conception and birth of our Saviour. They 
were of fuch a nature as powerfully to intereft, 
not only young women themfclves in the prefer- 
vation of their chaftity, but alfo their parents. 
When a woman was married, if it was found that 
Ihe had formerly been feduced ; (he was not only 
to be put to death, but to fufTer at " the door of 
*' her father's houfe 1." The whole family were 
thus partly involved in her punifliment ; becaufe 
they were all bound to watch over her condud. 
This was efpecially incumbent on her father, in 
whofe houfe Ihe refided till flic removed to that 

Y4 of 
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of her huiband. If a damfel wa8 defiled, aftet 
being l)etrothed, before the confammation of her 
marriage, both (he and the man who defiled her 
were to be put to .death "*. That there might be 
no impoiition, certain tokens were to be produ- 
ced, attefted and examined ". The trial by the 
waters of jealoufy, by means of which the truth 
was miraculoufly difcovered, was another inftitu- 
tion which muft have had great influence in de- 
ferring women from a breach of chaftity °. They 
were alfo fubjeded to a periodical feparation, 
as unclean. This prevented their being married 
at this feafon, and put it out of their power to 
impofe falfe tokens, in cpnfequence of their fitua- 
tion P. 

Thefe ordinances were indeed meant for the 
prefervation of chaftity in general. But they 
feem to have been defigned to guard the ftate of 
virginity, in relation to the miraculous conccp- 
' tiori of the Savioun Had the flighteft ground of 
fufpicion remained with Jofeph, he had different 
ways of putting Mary to trial,' and of obtaining 
fatisfadtion to his own mind. From his charader 
as " a juft man,*' we may be aflured that he 
would by no means have retained her, had he not 
been fiilly convinced that fhe was* with child in a 
fupernatural way. All that the promife, or the 
neceffity of the cafe, exprefsly required, was, that 
Jefus fhould be bom of a virgin. This indeed 

was 

m DeuL «ii. 23, 14. n Vtr. 15. o Num. t. ii.— 31. 

p See this fubjedl treated at large m Aflii^s Reflexions on the four laif 
Books of Mofes, ch^. Oo. ' 
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was ncceflary ; for, as we have formerly feen, he 
could not otherwife have been free from original 
depravity. But it was the will of God, that he 
ihould be bom, not merely of a virgin, but of " a 
** virgin efpoufed/* In this, divine wifdom emi- 
nently appears. For thus God provided means 
for authenticating the genealogy of Chrift Be- 
ing bom, after Mary was betrothed, he was le- 
gally the child of Jofeph ; and among the Jews, 
the genealogy was efpeciafly reckoned by the fa- 
ther. Thus alfo, a guardian was provided for 
Mary and her child, during the perfecution of 
Herod. Befides, the circumftance of her being 
efpoufed, together with that of Jofeph's taking 
her to his houfe, preferved her from being treat- 
ed by others as a woman loft to virtue. While, 
on thd one hand, her efpoufals fiibjefted her con- 
dud to the moft rigid fcrutiny, the reception 
given her by Jofeph, on th^ other, was a public 
^tteftation of her innocence. 

We perceive the bleffed concurrence of all the 
Perfons of the adorable Trinity in the work of our 
redemption. It appears with the fulleft evidence 
in the very manner in which Chrift received out 
nature. The Father *' fent forth his Son, made 
" of a woman.'* The Son himfelf " took on him 
f* the form of a fervant.'* The Holy Ghoft " pre- 
" pared a body'' for him, by fandifying part of 
^he fubftance of a Virgin. What a wonderful 
4ifplay of love to loft man ! How ardently ought 
T^c \o love that adorable Father who fent his Son ; 

- this 
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this co-equal Son, who cbecrfuUj c^ne, who (aid, 
** In the volume of thy book it is written of ine ;" 
■diat blei&d Spirit, who a^ it were anew b^an 
the work of creation for our fakes ! 



SECTION XIII. 



On Subjlitution and Atonement. — The DoBrine of 
Subjlitution known to the Church from the hepn- 
fling. — Impofition of Hands on the Head of the 
Viaim.—Tbe Viaim legally fubjeSied to the 
Curfe. — Atonement made by Btood.^^^Tbe Cove- 
nant confirmed by Sacrifice. — In this the Worjbip 
of the Church ejpecially confified. — The Ceremth 
nial Injlitute, even by its DefeSls, diredled to a 
better Atonement. — -7 his prefigured by the Mer- 
cy-feat. — The Hijlory of the true Expiation eon-* 
tained in, the New Teflament. 



To proclaim the incarnation of a Divine Per- 
fon, is only part of the defign of the Spirit of in- 
fpiration. It was a principal branch of his work, 
to ** tcftify beforehand the fufferings of Chrift," 
All that is written, with refped to his aflumption 
of our nature, relates to the work of redemption, 
which from eternity he had engaged to acconi- 
plilh. The Holy Scriptures, as to their great de- 
fign 
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£gn and principal objed^ are joft an h^ory of 
^tbe Lamb flain from the foundation of the 
^ world V 

Before the coming of Chrift to " take away fin 
'* by the lacrifice of himfelf •/' there were cfpe- 
cially three different ways in which atonement 
was made ; by the pnnifhment of the guilty per- 
fon, by the payment of a price, or by the fubftitu- 
tion of the innocent for the guilty. 
^ We fometimes read of atonement being made, 
when the guilty were ^iwj/J&^rf in their own per- 
Jons. Thus, when Phineas ikw the daring tranf- 
greflbrs, who were committing fornication in the 
•camp, it is faid that he " mad^e an atonement for 
" the children of Ifrael '." But it is to be obferved, 
that the atonement in this inftance was not made 
for the fin of the perfons immediately concerned. 
For they periflied in their iniquity. It was accept- 
ed of God .for the congregation in general, for a- 
verting that wrath to which they were fubje^ed 
by this iniquity. For the juft God, as Governor 
of the world, demands from colledive bodies the 
punifhment of open tranfgreffors ; and if this be 
refufed, he confiders the fociety at large as charge- 
able with the guilt. So well pleafed was he with 
the zeal of Phineas in executing judgment on 
this occafion, that the plague, which had gone 
forth againft Ifrael, becaufe of their tranfgreffion 
in the matter of Peor, was immediately ftayed '. 
It was counted unto Phineas ** for righteoufnefs 
^ in all generations for evermore * ;*' and his fa- 
mily 

g |Ut, Eiii. $. T Num. xxv. 6, 7. 23. • Ver. 8. t Pfal. cvl 3 1. 
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mily was confirmed in the pofleffion of the pricft» 
hood. In like manner, God did not " turn from 
" the fiercenefs of his anger'* againft his people, 
till " the accurfed thing was deftroyed from a- 
** mong them/' in the punilhment of Achan and 
his family". 

Atonement was alfo made by the payment of a 
price. " The Lord fpake imto Mofes, faying, 
" When thou takeft the fum of the children of 
^'' Ifrael, after their number, then Ihall they give 
" every man a ranfom for his foul unto the Lord 
" when thou numbered them ; that there be no 
** plague among them when thou numberefl 
" them." Half a fhekel, according to the Ihekel 
of the fandluary, which was the double of that 
commonly current, was to be given for every 
male who was twenty years old and above. This 
was called " the atonement-money of the chil- 
** dren of Ifrael ;'* and in paying thi^ 'fum, they 
" gave an offering unto the Lord, to make an 
" atonement for their fouls \" This payment 
prefigured our being f * bought with a price "^ ;" 
although " not with corruptible things, as filver 
^* and|gold, but with the precious blood of Chriit" 
The rich were not to give more, nor the poor Icls. 
For all fouls are alike precious in the fight of 
God ; and although fome are greater finners than 
others, nothing lefs than an atonement of infinite 
value can be accepted for any one. This price 
was to be paid by each individual whofe age cor- 
jiefponded, every time the Ifraelites were number- 
ed,' 

n Jofli. Yii I a. 2f, y Eiod. us. it.— 16. w i Coc vL %A • 
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ed, under the penalty of his lofing his life by an 
immediate ftroke of divine juftice. Thus God 
teftified, that when he makes inquifition, it is im- 
polfible for the^nner to (land before him without 
an atonement. 

But the principal mode of ^making atonement, 
was by the fubjiitution and punijhment of the inno^ 
cent inftead of the guilty ; or, to exprefs it in one 
word, by facrifice. This kind of expiation being 
the moft common among the Ifraelites, and con- 
taining the moft ftriking figure of the true, it de- 
mands our particular attention. . 

I. The doilrine oi fubjiitution was well known 
to the Church from the earlieft period. As " A- 
" bel offered by faith,'* while we know that his 
offering was •* of the firftlings of his flock,'* we 
may fafely infer, that the worlhip of God by fa- 
crifice ^as of divine appointment. Now, every 
facrifice neceffarily implied the idea of fubftitu- 
tion. We cannot fuppofe, that the true worfhip- 
pers of God were fo ftupid as to imagine that the 
offering of brutes could in itfelf be acceptable to 
him. They knew, that " if he were hungry, 
" he would not tell them, becaufe the world is 
"•his, and all the fulnefs thereof; that he would 
" not cat the flefh of bulls, or drink the blood of 
"t goats." Did they offer by faith ? Then they 
muft have refpeded not merely the divine infti- 
tution, but its defign. That Gojd, who required 
facrifice, would undoubtedly inform them, that 
what they inflided on the imiocent vidims, which 
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they prefented to him, was only what themfelvci 
deferved. 

When the people tranfgrcflfcd, by worlhip- 
ping the golden calf^ Mofes, the typical Me- 
diator, who was innocent in this matter, under 
a deep ienfe of the neceffity both of fatis&c- 
tion and of fubfhtution, propofed himfelf as a 
viftim of divine vengeance, inftead of the guilty 
congregation^ " Yet now," he laid, " if thou 
^* wilt, forgive their fin : and if not," if thete be 
no other mode of reconciliation, ** blot me, I pray 
^* thee, out of the book which thou haft written ^*^ 
But a better Mediator was neceflary. 

As true worfhtppers could not apprehend that 
God took pleafure in facrifice for its own fiEtke, 
they muft have known that no viftim they o&r- 
ed could have any merit ;. that there was no pro- 
portion between the facrifice of a beail, and the 
fin of a man. They could not indeed " oflSer by 
'* faith,** without looking forward to a better fub- 
ftitute. Without the exercife of fiuth in the 
, furctifliip of the Mcifiah, their fervices could not 
have been accepted* When it is faid of Abel^ 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, that they " all 
" died in faith," we learn what this grace prin- 
cipally refpeded. They had not, as to the fub- 
ftance, " received the promifes," hut they ** iaw 
" them afar oflf, and embraced them t.** It wa« 
Chrift as a Surety, whom, in the promifes, they 
" faw afar off." All their facrifices bore a dired 
relation to his " one offering." For in the fixft 

promife 
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prbmife he was expreisly rerealed as a fufibring 
Saviour, Hence, when addreflSng the Father con- 
cerning that will, by which we arc fandified, 
through the offering of his o,wn body, he fays ;. 
•^ At the bead of the book it is written of me, I 
" delight to do thy will ^'' 

\i. The imposition of bands on the head of the 
vi6lim, is a circumftance which particularly de^ 
fcrves our attention, as a farther proof of fubfti- 
tution in making atonement. This was the ia- 
junction with refped: to ^^ any man who ihould 
^* bring an offering.-^— He fhall put his hand upon 
^ the head of the bumt-olibring ; and it fliall be 
** accepted for him, to make an atonement for 
** him *." This was an emblem of his transfer- 
riag his guilt, as £ar as this could be done,, to the 
vidim. If in any inftance the whole congrega* 
tion bad finned ignorantly^ and their ofience was 
afterwards known to them, the ^congregation was 
to offer a young bullock for the fin, and the el- 
ders, as their reprefentatives, were to ** lay their 
** hands on the head of the bullock before the 
^ Lord ^.*' A fimilar rite was to be obferved bjr 
the high-prieft, on the great day of atonement. 
He was to ** lay both his hands on the Jiead of 
" the live-goat, and confefs over him all the ini* 
'* jquities of the children of Ifrael, and all their 
^ tranfgreifions, in all their fins, putting them oa 
•* the head of the goat <^." This rite was unwor- 

s PfaL xl, 7, 8. a Lev. i. 4 b Lev. iv. 14, 15. 
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thy of the divine inftitutioiv and of man*s obfcr* 
ranee ; except as typifying that great ad of God's 
juftice in laying upon Chrifl: the iniquities of all 
his people, and the exercife of their faith in cor- 
dially afienting to this ad, and embracing him as 
their only Surety, 

III, The vidim was thus legally fubjeded to 
the curfe merited by the tranfgreflbn As an evi- 
dence of this, all the fin-offerings, whofe blood 
was to be carried into the holy jdace, were to be 
burned without the camp, that it might not be 
defiled ^: This prefigured Chrift's being " made 
" a curfe for us,'* when fubftituted as our atoning 
facrifice. 

• We have already viewed the execution of the 
feven fons of Saul, becaufe of th« giiilt of their 
parent in flaying the Gibeonites, as a ftriking 
proof of God's vifiting the iniquities of the fa- 
thers upon the children. The fame event con- 
tains a remarkable illuftration of the dodrines of 
fubfUtution and atonement. God fubjeded Ifrael 
to a temporary curfe, in giving them up to fa- 
mine for three years, becaufe of Saul and his 
bloody houfe. According to the will of God, 
this curfe mufl be transferred to /even of the fons 
of Saul ; a myftical number, expreffive perhaps of 
the legal perfedion of the atonement thus to be 
made. Although, as far as appears, they were 
perfonally innocent, as to this crime, the curfe 
was transferred to them. This appears from the 

defigD, 
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defign,. from the oonfeqoence^ and from the mari- 
ner of their {>uoifliineiit« The defign of their pu>- 
nifhment was legally to temove the guilt of in- 
m>ceDt blood fvom i;he nation of IfraeL David; 
being di'T^kiel^r infti^Dded asr to the caafe of the 
famine, faid unto the Gibtfonites, ^' What (hall I 
** do for you ? and wherewith fliail i make the ia^ 
'* tonement, that ye may blefs the inheritance of 
" the Lord ?*' T\ke: CQufaquenci of the execution 
and iiftterment of the fufferers was, that ** God was 
'* entreated for the land/' He accepted the a* 
tonement. But there was alfo fomething iPery 
remarkable in the manner of their puniihment. 
From God's approbation of this whole aSaiify there 
can be no reaibnable doubt that the Gibeonites 
were providentially directed, not only as to the 
atonement that they demanded, but the mannei^ 
in which they propofed it Ihould be made ! ** Let 
** feven men^f his fons be delivered unto us, and 
" we will hang them up-~in Gibeah of Saul." 
They propofe that themfelves ihould ad as priefts 
in this extraordinary facrifice \ and that the pu« 
nafiiment fhoiild be hanging, the only one pro* 
noqnced accurfid by the law* Their language is 
ftill more exprefs. They do not merely fay, " We 
" will hang them up ;" bat, " We will hang 
'^ them up unto the LoftP^'*^ as vidims offered un^ 
to him, and folemnly devoted to bear thaf curfo 
to which the nation had been fubjefted, and le- 
gally to bear it away; The expreflion is after* 
wards a little varied, in the narrative of the fed j 
but lb afr ftill to convey the fame idea. " They 
Vol, II. X « hanged 
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^' hanged them on the hill b^re the Lord ^** 
The legal atonement was to be made fiir Ifirael, 
by means of their fufiering in the very fame man- 
ner in which He was to fuffer^ who was truly to 
be made a curfe for us, being hanged on a tree ; 
and who was thus to-fake away the iniqoity of 
his people in olie day. God was not entreated 
for the land, till thefe men were not only hang- 
edy but buried. This having been long delayed, 
David viewed it as a matter of fuch importance 
, that he engaged in the work himfelf. For ac- 
cording to the law, he that was hanged, was to 
be buried on the fame day, as being '^ the curfe 
^^ of God K^^ This ordinance prefigured that the 
burial of Chrift fiiould be a folemn and pradical 
evidence that our fins were covered and removed 
from God's fight, fo as no more to rife up againft 
us in judgment* 

IV. It was neceflary that atonement fhould be 
made by the (bedding of blood. What rites fo- 
ever were ufed, without this in ordinary cafes 
there was no proper expiation. For '< without 
^/ {bedding of blood there is no remiflion.'' It 
was not enough that the vidim was flain : it 
was neceflary that it fhould be .flain by the ef- 
fufion of blood. This inftitution referred both 
to « the curfe of the broken covenant, and to the 
manner in which it fliould be removed. The 
fentence of the law was, '^ Dying thou flialt die ;*' 
'' The foul that finneth, it fliall die.*' Now, it is 

declared 
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declared that " the blood is the foul/' that is, 
" the life ;*' not as if the bldod were, ftriftly 
Ipeaking, either the foul, or the animal life ; but 
becaufe the animal fpirits, which are the organs 
of the foul, are in the blood. It, therefore, was 
the will of God that the blood of the viftim 
fliould be fhed ; not only to (hew the reality of 
its death, as, when the blood is feipatated from the 
body, the life is gone ; but to declare that the per-» 
fon, for whom it was offered, had forfeited his 
life, his very foul, to divine juftice, and that the 
law would not mitigate its fentence. In this fhed-* 
ding of blood there was a plain declaration of 
the fubftitution of the one for the other, as ap* 
pears from the language of God to the Ifraelites j 
" The life of the flelh is in the blood ; and I have 
*' given it to you upon the altar, to make an atone- 
** ment for your fouls ; for it is the blood that 
" maketh an atonement for the foul s ;" literally 
" the foul of the flefh is in the blood.'' For the 
fame word is ufed, as afterwards when we read of 
'* an atonement for the fbuL*^ The life or foul 
of a beaft is not here put on a footing with that 
of. man. But this language is employed to de* 
clare that when the blood of a beaft was (hcd, fo 
that death enfued, all the foul which it poffeffed 
was given up inftead of thofe for whom it was of- 
fered. This mode of offering alfo fitly prefi* 
gured the work of Chrift, in " pouring out his 
'' foul unto death/' in fhedding his blood for the 
texnilEon of fix^. 

Z a Thera 
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There was but one cafe, in which atonement 
could be made, for any particular tran%reffion, 
without blood. This was merely on the#fuppa- 
fition of abfolute neceffity. If the offerer was fo 
very poor* that he •could bring nothing that had 
blood, he might prefent a finall quantity of 
flour \ 

•* By the law almoft all things were purged 
" with blood.*' Not only the tabernacle and all 
the holy veffels, but alfo the garments of the 
priefts wer^ fprinkled with it K Before there could 
be any acceptable miniftration for others, it was 
requifite that the priefts fhould make atonement 
for themfelves K For the altar itfelf an atonement 
was neceflkry K 

V. Sacrifice was the great mean of confirming 
the covenant of grace, as.difpenfed before the co- 
ming of Chrift. When God revealed this cove- 
naut to Abraham, he commanded him to facri- 
fice feveral creatures, and to divide them into 
different parts'". Hence the phrafe often ufed 
in the Old Teftament, and indeed in the paffage 
referred to,", oi Jlriking or cutting a covenant; 
becaufe it was made by ftriking the vidims, and 
fometimes by dividing them, as in the facrifice 
offered by Abraham. This implied that the par- 
ties imprecated a fimilar vengeance on themfelves, 
if they broke their, engagement ; efpecially as 
they fometimes paffed between the parts of the 

divided 

b Lev. ▼. XI.— 13. i £xod. xxtx. ai. k Lev. xvi. 6. 
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divided vi^ims^ When God revealed his co- 
venant, the efFufion of blood always referred to 
the facrifice of Chrift ; and fignified that the 
complete fatisfaAion, made by this facrifice^ was 
and could be the only foundation of a gracious 
covenant, and of the refloration of tranfgreflbrs to 
the divine favour. 

This was the great confirmation of the cove- 
nant made with the Ifraelites. " For when Mo- 
*• fes had fpoken every precept unto all the peo- 
** pie according to the law, he took the blood of 
** calves and of goats, — and fprinkled both the 
** book and all the people ; faying, This is the 
** blood of the covenant which God hath enjoin- 
" ed unto you p/* This prefigured the confirma- 
tion of the new covenant by blood of infinitely 
greater value and efiicacy. 

By this blood, it was at length adually con- 
firmed, ^ in the death of the antitypical Surety, 
Hence, in " coming to Jefus the Mediator of the 
*• new covenant,'* we alfo copie " to the blood of 
" fprinkling :** and the commemorative cup, in 
the ordinance of the Supper, is called " the new 
•* covenant in his blood/' For as all the faving 
benefits of the covenant were purchafed, they are 
all confirmed, by this blood, end made over to 
us as legacies, which have derived full validity 
from the death of the Teftator. 

When men entered into leagues of amity with 
each other, it was alfo czllcd Jirikinj^ a coven tot } 
and it would appear, that as they flaughtered 

Z 3 beads, 
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beads, it was not merely to feaft on them, but as 
an ad of religion ^. The mode enjoined by God, 
when he entered into covenant with man, feem$ 
to have been the pattern they followed. It is 
moll probable, indeed, either that this plan was 
adopted in confequenc/B of divide direction ; or 
that the believing patriarchs meant to give great- 
er folcmnity to the tranfaftion, by invoking that 
Cod as their witnefs, with whom they had 
** made a covenant by facrifice ^" They ac- 
knowledged him, not only as the Maker of hea- 
ven apd earth, but in that peculiar and federal 
charader in which he had made himfelf known 
to the Church by a revelation of grace. 

VI. The worjbip of the Church, from the be- 
ginning, efpecially confided in facrifice. What- 
ever other ads were performed, they were unac- 
ceptable, except in as far as they were connedcd 
with this. No purt offering could be prefented, 
nnlefs the hands of the worlhipper were fprinkled 
with blood. Read the hiftory of the Church, in 
relation to her religious fervices ; and for four 
thoufand years it will be found written in the 
blood of her facrifices. 

The firft account given of acceptable wbrihip, 
|s that of the offering of Abel ; and as his faith 
was manifefted in this way, we may be affured 
that the faith of all the antediluvian patriarchs 
bad the fame evidence. Were further proof ne^ 
peffary, we have it in Noah's particular acquaint* 

anw 
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mice with the diftindion between clean and un- 
clean beafts or fowls ; which certainly proceeded 
from the ufe which had been hitherto made of 
them in the worfhip of God. Did divine jnfticc 
require that the wicked fhould be *' cut down out 
*• of time,*' that their ** foundation fhould be over- 
''thrown with a flood?'' Still God could not 
look with pleafure on the earth. An ablution by 
water was not fufficient. It mull be waflied with 
blood. He could not " fmell a favour of reft," 
till Noah^ as the high-prieft of a new world emer- 
ging from the waters, prefented a facrifice " of 
** every clean beaA, and of every clean fowl ^'• 
And it was vndoubtedly with a view to this, as 
the principal fcrvicc of the Church, that God 
preferved in the ark thofe beafts and fowls, which 
were clean, by fevens ; *' while the unclean were 
" admitted only by two \" 

So fully were the patriarchs convinced of the 
importance of this worfhip, that when they took 
up their refidence in any particular place, they no 
fooner pitched their tent, than they ereded an 
altar. Even while on a journey, if they enjoyed 
any fpecial token of the divine favour, they halt- 
ed till they had built ^n altar, and called on the 
name of the Lord. While the progrefs of thofe^ 
whom the world calls great, might, even in an 
early period, be marked by the remains of their 
encampments, or by the carcafes of thofe whom 
they had flain j the various ftations of the patri- 
archs might be traced by the altars they ereded, 

X4 as 
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as monuments of their reconciliation whh God« 
and of their peace with man \ 

When Crod made choice of a peculiar people, 
for the prefervation of his truths and ordinanoesi 
the facrifical worfhip of the Church iFas aug- 
xnented, inftcad of being diminifhed. The Paff- 
over was not merely to be obferved on that night 
in which the deftroying angel pafled through, bat 
during the exiftence of the Church of IfxaeL 
We can fcarcely conceive a more lively emtaktn 
of fubDJtution^ than what took place in its firft 
celebration. The Ifraelites were to fpriakle the 
blood of the pafchal lamb on the door-pofts and 
lintels of their houfes ; and wherevsr this blood 
was fprinkledy the firft-bom wece ^ved^ while 
thofe of the Egyptians were involved in a com- 
mon ddlruAion. Here the blood of the bunb 
was evidently fubftituted and accepted inftead of 
that of the firft-bom of Ifrael ; and clearly pre- 
figured the ilayiilg of that *^ Lamb of God, who 
** taketh away the fin pf the world,*' by the ef- 
ficacy of whofe ^^ precious blood, as of a lamb 
" without blemilh, and without fpot," we are re- 
deemed from eternal deibrudion. 

It was the will of God, that, from the nature of 
her worfhip, the Church fhould conflantly be 
taught the neceffity of an atonement. Blood was 
perpetually (breaming before her eyes. The Lamb 
pf God was typically offered every morning, and 
every evening. On the Sabbath, the oblation was 
doubled ; two latufas being offered inftead of one. 

For, 

o pel), zil 7, t« ; tii. 3# 4- tS* 
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For, on this day of fpiritual reft, the efficacy of 
the blood of Jefus is moft eminently manifefled,' 
in the communication of grace to the fouls of 
nien. This facrifice was offered, both morning 
and evening, for the whole congregation of Ifrael^ 
and in their name \ This denoted the exercife 
of all the fpiritual Ifrael, in looking daily to Chrift 
as their facrifice, through whom alone they have 
accefs to God, and in deriving virtue from him as 
'* made unto them fanftification/' A diftinft fa- 
crifice was to be offered every new moon ^. When 
the Ifraelites prefented their firft-fruits, in the 
feaft of harveft, they could not be accepted fingly. 
It was neceffary that blood ihould be offered with 
them*. For however acceptable a facrifice of 
thanfgiving be to God, it is acceptable only 
through the meritorious blood of Chrift. 

Befides the multitude of facrifices, occa&onally 
offered for the tranfgreffions of individuals, one 
day every year was peculiarly appropriated to ex- 
piation. It was therefore diftinftively denomi- 
nated " a day of atonement y." Such was the fo* 
lemnity to be obferved on this day, that the high* 
prieft was previoufly to offer for his own jpurifica- 
tion, in the fame manner as he had done at his 
firft corifecration ^ Notwithftanding the multi- 
plicity of offerings, many fins muft have been 
committed during the courfe of a year, for which 
no atonement had been made. The atonement 
made on this day was therefore ineant, for legally 

taking 

y Num. xxviii. t, 3. 9« w Vcr, 11. x Ley. iziii. it, 19* 
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362 SUBSTITUTION AND ATONEMENT 

taking away the guilt of fins of every kind, which 
had been fonnerly committed, and not expiated. 
But it was not confined to thefe. As the atone- 
ment was made for the whole congregation, both 
priefts and people ; it would feem to have been 
meant for all their former fins, for there is no ex- 
ception of any. Thus it at once proclaimed the 
imperfedion of the legal facrifices, and in a very 
ibriking manner prefigured the efficacy of that 
atonement to be made by the antitypical High- 
jNrieft, when he fliould ^* remove the iniqui^ of 
^* the land in one day *." 

VII. Even the defeSlive nature of the ceremonial 
inftitute directed the worfliippers to a better atone- 
ment. Sacrifice was appointed for foihe fins, and 
not for others ; appointed for the fmalleft offences, 
and not for the greateft. Thus, according to the 
law, no atonement was provided for idolatry or 
murder. Thefe crimes, indeed, and others of a 
like nature, admitted of no legal expiation ; be- 
caufe the tranfgreffor was to be puniflied with 
death. But as God proclaimed that he was mer- 
ciful and gracious, pardoning iniquities of every 
kind, and yet appointed no expiation in fome 
cafes ; it fhewed, that he had a better atonement 
provided, the efficacy of which might extend even 
to thofe who could find no mercy from the law. 
Of this we have an example in the cafe of David. 
God defired not facrifice or bumt-offering ; be- 
caufe none had been appointed for the expiation 

of 
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of fuch crimes. Yet he intimated to him, that he 
had " taken away his fin." This intimation being 
made by Him who " will by no means clear the 
** guilty," plainly fignified, that divine mercy 
was exercifed in relation to a better atonement 
than any the law could provide, 

VIII. The mercy-feat was a permanent figure of 
a true atonement. As the ark contained the two 
tables of the law, its lid or covering was overlaid 
with pure gold ; and on this the cloud of glory 
refted. This was called the covering mercy-feat^ 
from a word which primarily fignifies to cover, 
or to overlay with pitch ; and in a fecondary 
fenfe, to expiate, to make reconciliation, and alfo 
to pardon. As it interpofed between the glory of 
God and the tables of teftimony ; it fignified the 
work of Chrift, in covering our breaches of the 
law from the holinefs and juftice of God, by in- 
terpofing himfelf as a Surety. We thus perceive 
the reafon why the fame word, which fignifies to 
cover, is ufed to exprefs the blefling of forgive- 
nefs : for when our fins are pardoned, they are co- 
vered from the eye of God as a condemning 
Judge, the perfeft righteoufnefs of our Elder Bro- 
ther being caft over them. It is perhaps not un- 
worthy of obfervation, that this word occurs but 
once in its literal and primary fignification, to de- 
note the covering of pitch given to the ark iu 
which Noah and his family were faved^ As 
this was neceflary for preferving them from the 

waters 
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waters by which the wicked were deftroyed ; the 
covering given to another ark reprefented the ne- 
ceffity of a better defence, as it was a type of the 
fame falvation prefigured by the deliverance of 
the Church from the deluge ^ 

The word, ufed to denote the covering of the. 
ark, is by our tranflators very properly rendered 
mercy-featl For the Spirit of infpiration employs 
a term precifely of this meaning, in the New Te- 
ftament, when Chrift is called a propitiatory ^ ; 
the fame term indeed, which often occurs in the 
Septuagint, as expreffirtg the fenfe of the Hebrew, 
The literal mercy -feat was a ftriking emblem of 
him, " whom God hath fet forth to be a propitia- 
" tory." For not only are our tranfgreffions of 
the law covered by his righteoufnefs ; but as the 
typical mercy-feat as it were united the law of 
God and the vifible fymbol of his prefence in the 
Church, fo in Chrift " mercy and truth are met 
** together, righteoufnefs ^ and peace have kifled 
" each other.** 

On the day of atonement, the mercy-feat was 
to be fprinkled with the blood of the facrifices «. 
This fhews how we are accepted. It is only be- 
caufe of the atonement which our Redeemer hath 
made by the facrifice of himfelf. Is he " fet forth 
" to be a propitiatory," that is, •* a mercy-feat ?*' 
It is only " through faith in bis bloody to declare 
*' God's righteoufnefs in the remiffion of fins." 
The blood of the legal facrifices was to be fprink- 
led^ before the mercy-feat feven times. This be- 
ing 

c I Prt. iii. zi, d Rom. iii. if. t Ler. iri 14. 
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ing ufed in Scripture as a myftical number, ex- 
preflive of perfedion, it intimated that he, who 
" is our propitiation," fhould give complete fatis- 
fadion to divine juftice. 

When the high-prieft entered the mod holy 
place with the blood of the facrifices, the cloud 
of incenfe was to cover the ark and mercy-feat K 
This teftifies, not only that the fecrifice of Chrifl 
is '* of a fweet-fmelling favour ;'' but that, on 
the ground of his own oblation, he ftiU efFedhial- 
ly intercedes for his people ; nay, that all the be- 
nefit they derive from his oblation, is immediate- 
ly the effe<El of his eternal life as an interceding 
High-prieft. 

Wherefoever the profeflbrs of the true religion 
were fcattered, they were ftill to pray towards 
the mercy-feat ^. Thus are we taught, that our 
prayers and other duties can be accepted only 
through the antitypical propitiatory.^ Whatever 
we alk the Father, it muft be in the name of Chrift ; 
that is, in the exercife of faith in his facrifice and 
interceffion; 

All the fellowfhip with God, which the Church 
of Ifrael enjoyed,^ was in relation to this type, ac- 
cording to his promife ; ** There I will meet with 
" thee, and I will commune with thee from above 
" the mercy-feat ^'' In like manner, there can 
be no commiuiion with God, no r^eption of any 
covenant blefiing, no intimation of his love, but 
through the one Mediator. Our " fellowihip is 

" with 

f Lev. xvi. 13. g I Kings vi. i6. 19. ; Tiii. 47, 48.; Pfal. 
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" with the Father," only as he hath " called u^ 
^ to the fellowfhip of his Son Jefus Chrift our 
" Lord.'* 

IX* As the Old Teftament contains a fymboli- 
cal reprefentation of the atonement, we have, in 
the New, a diftinft and complete hiftory of the 
real expiation made for fin, by tht facrijice of Je- 
fus Chrift. From this hiftory it is evident, that the 
one correfponds with the other, as the fubftance 
with its ftiadow. Under the law, the moft ufual &- 
orifice was a lamb, which fitly reprefented the in- 
nocence and meeknefs of the " Lartib of God," as 
well as his ufefulnefs to the Church, fupplying her 
both with food and raiment. Was this offering to 
be without blemifti ? Jefus was " holy, harmlefs, 
** undefiled and feparate from finncrs.'* Was it 
to be taken out of the flock » ? Jefus was " raifed 
*' up from among his brethren.*' Strength and 
youth were requifite in the typical vidim ; and 
our Saviour fufFered in the prime of life. The 
facrifice, in the paffover, was feparated for fomc 
time before it was oflfered. Jefus was feparated 
or fet apart, as the Surety for finncrs, in the eter- 
nal purpofe and covenant, in his miraculous con- 
ception, and in his folemn inauguration at Jordan. 
The pafchal lamb was thus feparated four days ; 
and it has been obferved, that Chrift made his fo- 
lemn entry into Jerufalem, nearly about the fame 
time before his fuflfering^ Were the facrifices 
under the law hallowed or fandified, in their be- 
ing 
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ing offered to the Lord ^ ? Jefus Tan^lified him- 
felf, for the fake of his people, in his one oflfer- 
ing «". Were the hands of the priefls, in name of 
all the congregation of Ifrael, laid on the viftim ? 
The hands of the priefts were indeed upon him, 
whom God had delivered up as our Surety. They 
confpired with the rulers againft him. He was 
taken by their officers, and crucified at their in* 
ftigation,. the multitude affenting to his death* 
Was it requifite that not a bone of the pafcbal 
Iamb fhould be broken. In him this type wa^ 
flridly fulfilled, although in this inftance there 
was a deviation from the common mode of treat- 
ing thofc who were crucified. Could there be 
no typical remiffion " without the fhedding of 
" blood ?*' From the accidental condud of one 
of the heathen foldiers, no lefs uncommon thaa 
the circumilance jufl now mentioned, the blood 
of the great Sacrifice was a&ually (hed. The 
adion of the foldier was accidental as to him, 
as proceeding from the mere wantonnefs of bar* 
barity; though immutably determined in the 
counfel of God, and neceffary in order to the com- 
pletion of the prophecies and figures. Was the 
vidim under the law ceremonially accurfed? 
Jefus fuftained the curfe, bearing the wcath of a 
holy and fin-avenging God, in our ftead. Was 
the facrifice, after the blood Was (hed, to be con* 
fmned with that facred fire which came down 
from heaven, an^ burned on the ^Itar ? The fa- 
crifice of Chrifl's human nature, as prefehted on 

the 
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the altar of the divine, was fired by that holy flame 
of love, kindled by the Spirit in the heart of our 
adorable Surety, Was it neceflary that incaife 
fhould be offered with the blood of the vidim ? 
Chrift not only entered into the holy place not 
made with hands^ with his own blood ; but even in 
the very ad of ofiering, he " made interceflSion for 
^ the tranfgreffors.'* Was the prefer vation of the 
Ufe of the high-prieft, after he had offered and 
entered into the prefence of God, a token of the 
legal acceptablenejfe of the facrifice ? The refur- 
tedion, afcenfion, and eternal life of Jefus, as out 
interceding High-prieft, affi)rd the moft full and 
fittis&dory evidence of the perfedion of his obla- 
tion. 

From the hiflory of atonement, it is clear that 
God will not pardon fin without a fatiefadion to 
bis juftice. From the beginning he would xhH be 
worihipped without blood, that he might demcm- 
Urate to the Church the indifpenfable neccflGity of 
expiation. As all her facrifices were unaccept- 
able without faith, fhe was taught that they had 
no worth in themfelves for taking away fin. As 
die faith required, was that which looked for* 
ward to the facrifice of " the Prince of life ;'* flie 
was alfp inftruded in the neceffity of an atone- 
ment of infinite value. 

We have at the fame time a wonderful difplay 
of ihe^race of God. This might be illuftratcd 
in a variety of refpeds. Let one fuffice at prc- 
fent. He often informed his worfhippers, that 

he 
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h^ had no delight in the facrifices of flain beads. 
When his defign in appointing them was over- 
looked, he exprefled his deteftation at thefe very 
facrifices which he had himfelf required. Yet, 
for about four thonfand y^ars, he accepted thefe, 
granting pardon and eternal life to all who offer- 
ed them in faiths He beftowed all new-covenant 
blei&ngs on his people, according to the i^ature of 
the difpenfation^ on the credit of that real atone- 
ment which was to be made in the end of ages. 
The facrifice of Ghrift, as it was neceflary for the 
a&ual purchafe of redemption, was alfo neceflary 
for the vindication of the elfential juftice of God* 
Hence it is faid, that God hath fet forth his Son 
" to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to 
" declare his righteoufnefs for the remiifion of fins 
** that are pafl: through the forbearance of God ; 
** to declare at this time his righteoufnefs, that he 
" might be jufl^* to the claims of his own adorable 
perfections, and yet " the juftifier of him that be- 
•* lieveth in Jefus ».** 
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SECTION XIV. 



The DoSirine of Imputation illuJlrated,—from the 
Raiment provided for our Firji Parents^ after the 
Fall ;— from the Guilty being legally accounted 
Innocenty in confequence^ of ceremonial Atonement; 
— from the ancient Cuflom of Feafling on the Sa- 
crifice ;— from the manner in which Salvation 
was conferred on Believers under the Old Tefla- 
ment. 

With the dodrines of Subftitution and Atone- 
ment, which we have already confidered, that of 
Ipiputation is moft intimately connedled. All the 
three, indeed, are juft links of one precious chain. 
Guilt IS imputed to a fubftitute, that atonement 
may be made ; atonement is made, that the righ- 
teoufnefs procured by it may be imputed to him 
for whom the puniftiment was fuftained. Thus 
the guilt of all the eleft was imputed to Chrift as 
•their Surety. In thi« charadler he paid their 
debt, that his righteoufnefs might be legally ac- 
counted theirs. Of this important article of our 
faith, we have not only a doArinal, but an hifto- 
rical and fymbolical, exhibition. 

I. This was taught by the raiment which God 
provided for our firft parents, after they had fin- 
ned. 
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ned. " Unto Adam alfo, and to his wife, did the 
" Lord •God make coats of Ikins, and clothed 
" them <>." Here feveral things deferve our at- 
tention. 

This raiment was made oijkins. It has been 
generally fuppofed, that the flcins referred to were 
thofe of the beads which our comnaon parents of- 
fered in facrifice, after the revelation of mercy* 
The paflagc indeed has been viewed as a proof of 
the divine inftitution of facrifices, immediately 
after the fall. There is every reafon for viewing 
it in this light, when we conlider the charadler 
of Chrift as " the Lamb flain from the foundatic n 
"of the world;'' and what has been forme ny 
obferved concerning Abel's acceptable facrifice. 
He could not have " offered of the firftlings 
" of the flock — ^by faith," without a divine war- 
rant ; and it is totally improbable that Abel 
fliould have been the firft who prefented an offer- 
ing of this kind. 

* The circuraftance of God's mak'mg thcfe gar- 
ments for them, is very remarkable. This is the 
only raiment that God himfelf ever made. But 
he never works in vain. It was not neceffary, 
that He fliould deign to perform this work, as if 
it had been too difficult for them. Although 
they had needed diredion, he could eafily have 
given it. But they had already manifefted their , 
ingenuity in " fewing fig-leaves together," for a 
covering P. We muft conclude, therefore, that 
this ad of divine condefcenfion was meant to con- 

A a 2 vey 
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vey fpiritual inftruftion ; that it was a token of 
his acceptance of their facrifices, and of his at- 
coimting them as innocent as the viftims they 
had offered, as their faith, by means of thefe, ter- 
minated on the fpotlefs innocence of the promifed 
feed. We mull view this ad of God as a fymbo- 
lical, but folemn, teftimony, that he had provided 
for them ** a robe of righteoufnefs, and garments 
*• of falvation.'* Did " the Lord God make'* 
this covering ? And is not the raiment, provided 
for us in the gofpel, ** the righteoufnefs of God ?" 
Is it not a righteoufnefs fulfilled by a divine 
Perfon ? 

This covering was made by God, in/lead of 
that which our firft parents had themfelves pro- 
vided. It may thus be viewed as expreffive of 
the excellency of our Redeemer's righteoufnefs, 
as oppofed to our own ; and as denoting the gra- 
cious work which God performs towards the vcf. 
fels of mercy, in bringing them to renounce all 
their righteoufnefles as filthy rags. They ** made 
** themfelves aprons** only ; but God ** made 
" them coats.** This might be meant to fignify 
bpth the extent of their guilt, and of the Surety- 
righteoufhefs of Jefus. They looked only to the 
bodily nakednefs, and provided a covering for 
thofe parts alone, over which modeily draws a 
veil. But God teflifies at once the imperfedion 
of their views, and of tiieir raiment He declares 
that the whole man is defiled by fin, and that we 
cannot appear before him» without raiment that 

fhall 



Digitized by 



Googk 



ILLUSTRATED FROM SACRED HISTORY. 373 

ihail conq^ely covw us. For any covering, 
that the finner can provide for himfelf, is ^* nar- 
'* rower than that he can wtap himfelf in it ^." 
Their a|>rons were of fig-leaves^ and therefore 
could neither defend them from the ftorm, not 
laft for any length of time. The coats that God 
made were oi Jkins ; and fitly reprefented that 
righteoufnefs, which proves a complete defence, 
and which endures for ever. By this gracious 
adion, thep, our divine Surety, who appeared in 
Paradife after the fall, fymbolically fupplied them 
with " white rahnent, that they might be clothed, 
** and that the fliame of their nakednefs might 
" not appear ^'* 

This covering was provided for hotb. " tJnto 
'^ Adam, and to his wife, did the Lord God make 
** coats." Had he n^eant merely to inftrud them 
in the proper mode of providing a covering for 
their bodily nakednefs, or defending themfelves 
from the inclemency of the weather ; it had been 
enough to make raiment for one, and thus to 
leave an excitement to diligence. But here alfo 
we perceive the myftery of the divine condud in 
this adion. Both had finned, and ^ thus loft the 
garment of original righteoufiiefs ; therefore, both 
needed a complete covering. Both believed the 
prodEuife concerning the feed of the woman, and 
in the faith of this promife, concurred in offering 
£»rrifice ; both, therefore, received the fame to- 
ken of acceptance. *^ The righteoufnefs of God,'^ 
which this raiment prefigured, '* is tmto all and 
A a 5 ** upon 

9 I£a, uCViu. so. kRct. iii. if. 
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^* upon all them that believe ; for there is no 
" difference. For all have finned, and come (hort 
" of the glory of God ^" Here " there is neither 
" male nor female ; for we are all one in Chrift 
^' Jefus ':' 

The Lord God not only made thefe coats for 
our firft parents, but clothed them. This doubt- 
lefs prefigured that work which our gracious God 
ftill performs, when he *^ juftifieth the ungodly.** 
He it is who clothes them with the garments of* 
falvation, who covers them with the robe of righ- 
teoufnefs''. It is not enough that he hath made 
this garment for us, and brought it near in the 
gofpel. Still will we prefer our wretched co- 
verings of fig-leaves, unlcft God himfelf put it on 
us. It is the work of the Father, in his economi- 
cal charafter as " the Judge of all,'* to impute 
the righteoufncfs of the Surety to the finner, le- 
gally to accotint it his. It is the work of Chrift, 
as our Kinfman-Redeemer, to caft his Ikirt over 
us ^ This gracious Work he performs inr relation 
to his Church, as^ he teftifies to her ; " When I 
'? pafled by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, 
** thy time was a time of love, and I fpread my 
** ikirt over thee, and covered thy nakednefs «^." 

It was in confequcnce of the faith of our firft 
parents, that they Were thus covered. When it 
is faid, " Unto Adam a/fo, and to his wife, did 
'^ the Lord God make coats," there may be a re- 
ference, in this connedive particle, to the promife 

previoufly 

" » ^om/iii. 11, 1^. t Gal. iii. iS. u Ifi. Ixi. lo. 
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previoufly revealed, as well as to their farth. For in 
the verfe immediately preceding, we are informed, 
that " Adam called his wife Eve^ becaufe flie was 
** the mother of all living:" and this fiirely ex- 
prefles his faith in the promife of life by the feed 
of the woman ; and fignifies, that he viewed her 
as the mother of all who Ihould be made alive 
imto God. For, otherwife, he might rather have . 
called her the mother of all dying ; in correfpon- 
dence with the account elfewhere given of him- 
felf ^. Now, it is only by faith that we are inte- 
refted in this righteoufnefs. It is indeed put up- 
on us by God. But it is " upon, them" only 
** that believe." Therefore it is faid to be ** by 
" the faith of Jefus Chrift >." 

Here I Ihall only obferve further, that this 
whole tranfaAion, both of Adam's offering facri- 
fice, and of God's clothing him with the fkins, 
has been viewed as the origi^i of that ordinance 
afterwards given to the Ifraelites ; " The*prieft 
" that offereth any man's burnt-offering, even the 
" prieft fhall have to himfelf thtjkin of the burnt- 
" offering which he hath offered ^" 

II. He, who according to the law had beea 
formerly accounted a tranfgrejfor, was, in confe- 
quence of the inftituted atonement, legally viewed 
as innocent. -What was done by the priefl, with 
refpe<a to l^profy, feems to have a fpecial refpeft 
to the blefling of juflification. He was to pro- 
nounce the perfon clean or unclean. Now, juftifj- 
A a 4 , ' cation 
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cation is a legal 4^hr»tiail» tbat ^ peribn it righ« 
teous in the fight qf Qod« Even whep the plsigue 
was already hcale^t the prieft qo^lA not pronouopo 
him clean ivho had been leprous, until he made 
atonement for him by blood \ Seven times was 
he to fprinkle bdood ^^ upon him that was to b^ 
*^ cleanfed ;'* which fignified the imputaticMi of 
the rlghteoufiiefs of Chrift to the finner, £^nd the 
perfefHon of his jufhfication, in confeqnence of 
this fprinkling. The rite of fprinli^ng is indeed 
generally underflood, as if it had ^xclufiyely de- 
noted onr fatiftification ; but improperly, w^ ap- 
prehend. For the blood of Chrift is called ** the 
" blood of fprinkling,*' and faid to *♦ fpeak better 
** things*' than that of Abel ; where its juftifyisg 
eflkacy is evidently meant, aaoppofed to the coai- 
demning cry of the other. And when the blood 
of Chrift, as typified by ** the blood of bulls and 
*^ of goats," is faid to ** purge our ^onfcifnce 
**from* dead works ^;" juftification is intepdfd 
as well as fandification': for tbefe works, as de^d^ 
are not only defiling, but damning* 

Was the prieft not only to make atonement for 
the leper, but to pronounce him clean? This 
itly reprefents the work of our ijoyat High-prieft, 
who is exaked *♦ to give— fprgivenefs of fins ^'' 
He not only pronouaces th^ fpiTiti^ leper clean : 
but he does fo, in con&quenQe of an a£t of his 
own fovereign pleafiiie. He fays^ ^* I wiU, b^ 
•* thou clean \^ 

When 

» I*T. xiy. 7. b H«b. ii. I4f »5- c Afts ▼. 51* 
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Vf\i^tk fecrifice was offered for ^ Ifrael, iht 
Ug^X iwQcenc^ of th» yi&m is repf efeoted as im- 
puted to the wbole congregation, Hence» with 
refpe^ to the day of atonement, it i$ faid ; " Q© 
** that day ihall the prieft make an atonement for 
" you, that ye may be cieanfi-om all your fins he* 
"fore the Lord V* 

iix. The profeflbrs of religion were, in variou$ 
inftwces, admitted to f^fi on th^ fycrijkes they 
had oflferod unti> God. This was ^ token of the 
acceptance of their perfons, as legally juftified 
throv^gh the imputation of the innocence of the 
vidims whofe blood they had ihed. This, it 
would appeajf, was a very ancient cuftom. When 
Jacob entered into a covenant with Laban, he 
^' offered facrifice upon the mounts and called his 
" brethren to eat bread f." As a folemn pledge 
of complete reconciliation, they ate together of 
what had been offered in facri6ce. Some- indeed 
fuppofe, that the language means no more tha9 
that Jacob killed fome of his herd or Aock for a 
feaft. Bur the eocpreffion literally is, be " faerie 
" ficed a facrifijqe j* * which cannot, confiftently 
with its ordinary ufe, be underftood of prepara^ 
tion fi>r a common meal. Before the law was gi- 
TCA firom Sinai, we find Aaron and the elders of 
Ifrael feafting in a religious manner on that fa* 
edifice of thankfgiving, which had been made 
by Jethro the father-in-law of Mofes . By the 
lawv it was provided that the people fhould feail 

on 
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oflt the peace-offerings, in that place which God 
was to fele<a for the permanent refidence of his 
fan<a«ary K All the Ifraelites, who were not le- 
gally unclean, were, according to divine appoint- 
ment, to fcaft on the pafchal lamb, which had 
been offered to God in facrifice, as a figure of 
Chrift. Now, this privilege was a token of di- 
vine acceptance, through the facrifice, as prefigu- 
ring that which Ihould be offered for the adual 
x:xpiation of fin. Something better is conferred 
on us. Becaufe " Chrift our paffover is facrificed 
" for us," we are called to " keep the feaft," by 
faith to feed on him, to eat and drink his blood : 
and this is given us as a feal of all fpiritual blef- 
fings, and efpecially of the imputation of his righ- 
teoufnefs. For ** this cup,'' faith Chrift, " is the 
** New Teftament in my blood, Ihed for many, for 
'* the remijjion of fins." 

IV. All the patriarchs and faints under the Old 
Teftament were faved by imputation. This is 
evident from their hiftory, as recorded in both 
parts of the facred canon ; and efpecially from 
the beautiful and ftriking compend given of it in 
the Epiftle to the Hebrews. They were faved, not 
by their own works, but by faith, as contradiftin- 
guiflied from them all. This their faith refpefted 
a revealed rightcoufnefs, a righteoufnefs without 
them, totally different from any internal •\\'ork of 
the Spirit, , or external holinefs. They were not 
iaved by their facrifices, as if thefe in themfelves 

had 
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had been worthy of divine acceptance ; nor by - 
the aft of facrificing, as an aft of obedience to the 
letter of God's commandment ; but by means of 
faith, as refpefting a better facrifice> a perfeft 
and everlafting righteoufnefs. Noah was " an heir 
" of the righteoufnefs which is by faiths" Abra- 
ham •' believed God, and it was counted unto him 
" for righteoufnefs,'* or as afterwards, " it was 
" imputed to him for righteoufnefs K^^ This can 
only be underftood of faith, as embracing the 
righteoufnefs of the promifed feed ; not of faith 
as . itfelf conftituting the righteoufnefs of Abra- 
ham. For this would direftly oppofe the whole 
current of the Apoftle's reafoning.- This would 
be to convert faith into a legal work ; to make 
jiiftification an aft of God refpefting men as^odJy 
becaufe of their believing ; to exhibit the reward 
as, not of grace, but of debt. When it is faid, 
that Noah ** became an heir of the righteoufnefs 
** which is by faith," the very language ufed im- 
plies, that this righteoufnefs is eflentially dillinft 
from all that which conftitutes our fanftification. 
A man is not faid to " become an heir" of what 
he hath himfelf acquired. This expreflion de- 
notes a legal tranfmiffion from another, of what is 
not primarily one's own. The language refpefts 
an adoption, proceeding wholly from grace, of 
thofe who are naturally aliens ; and their admif- 
fion through faith to a participation of that jufti- 
fying righteoufnefs which is " unto all, and upon 
*' all them that believe." 

"Bleffed," 

i Ileb. xi. 7. k Rom. iv. 4. 5. a». 
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*' Bfcfled** indeed " is the man to whom the 
*• Lord impnteth not iniquity I** May it be our 
great concern, and our diftinguifhing priyil^e, to 
partake of this bleflednefs ! But it can be ours, 
only as enabled from the heart to renounce all 
our rigbteoufheiTes as filthy rags, and to iay in 
faith, ** Surely in Jehovah have I righteoaf- 
'* nefs." 



SECTION XV. 



Tbe Necejfitj of Ahnightj Power for ehangmg 
the Hearty tUuJirated from the Hijiory of Crea- 
Hon ;'^from the Inefficacy of the fever eft J^dg^ 
merits ;'^from the HiJlory of the promifed Seed ; 
^^from the nature of the VtHories obtained by 
Ifrael ;—from their being fiiU taught to depend 
folely on God ;''^from fome Circumjiances attend- 
ing the rebuilding of the Temple j'^^from the per- 
Jbnal Miniftry of Jefus. 

EveHy man, who has carefully and impartial* 
ly read the Holy Scriptures, muft have remark* 
ed, that it i& evidently the inteotioa of the Spi- 
rit of infpiration, to prove in a variety of wajjrs 
the inefficacy of external means, and to fhew the 
indifpenfable neceffity of almighty power in chaur 
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giflg the hearts of men. This is done, not mere- 
ly of profeflfed delign, but often as it were inci- 
dentally. As the light of divine truth, with re* 
fipe€t to this important fubje<a, beams forth with 
the greftteft luftre, in the exprefs dodrines of re- 
velation ; many of its precious rays are fcatter- 
ed through the hiftory of the Churchy and illu* 
minate even the ihadows which in part concealed 
her beauty during the early period of her exiil- 
cnce. 

I. This dodrine is illuftrated by the hiftory of 
creation. It is faid perhaps. What hath the ori- 
ginal creation of man to do with his falvation 
firom a ftate of fin ? But the connexion is very 
intimate. The work of God, in the renovation 
of the heart, is in Scripture frequently reprefent- 
ed as a new creation. ^^ We are his workman- 
** fhip, created in Chriil Jefus Unto good works K'^ 
•* If any man be in Chrifty he is a new crea* 
•* tion «»." This infpired language remits us to 
the hiftory of the firft creation, as lexhibiting the 
pattern of the fecond. 

All things were made of nothing. There was 
no pre-exiftent matter. This fitly reprefents the 
natural ftate of man, as ruined by fin. He hath 
no adual life, no latent principle of life, or dif* 
pofition towards it. Or ftiall we view creation in 
its firft appearance, when '' the earth was with- 
** out form and void,'* or empty ; when " dark- 
^ neis was upon the £atct of the deep ?'' Have 

we 
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we not here a ftriking reprefentation of the na- 
tural lituation of the foul ? It appears " with- 
" out form,'* totally difordered ; the inferior fa- 
culties ruling over the fuperior, the will and af- 
feftions trampling on the underftanding and con- 
fcience, fpurning all their diftates, and threaten- 
ing the eternal deftrudion of the finner. It is 
** empty'' of every thing, that God calls good. 
Vanity is the predominant charafter of the mind ^. 
As the foul refembles " the troubled fea," it is 
covered, with grofs darknefs ; with the darknefs 
of ignorance, of error, and of prejudice^ 

What was the firft work of God in giving form 
to the confufed mafs ? He created light. This 
is the very method of his procedure in the new 
creation. He makes light to- enter into the be» 
nighted underftanding. 

In what manner were all things created? How 
did light receive its being from God ? Was it 
not by a word of almighty power ? " He fpake, 
'* and it was done : He faid, Let light be, and 
*' light was." This mode of operation, peculiar 
to omnipotence, is particularly marked by the 
Apoftle as charafterizing the new creation. It 
is marked with a fpecial reference to the old ; 
as evidently denoting that the fame almighty 
power is not lefs neceflary in the one, than it was 
in the other. " God, who conwianded the light to 
" fhine out of darknefs, hath fliined in our hearts, 
" to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
" of God, in the face of Jefus Chrift °." He not 

only 
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only made light to fhine by a word of power, 
but made it to ihiue " out of darknefs." In what 
a lively manner dpes this exprefs the work of 
God in converfion J He ftill fliows that he i^ that 
God, who " calleth the things that be not as 
** though they were.'* He direfts his efBcacious- 
word to the finrier who is in grofs darknefs, and 
makes him " light in the Lord." He fays, " Look 
" ye blind ;*' and at his word they fee. 

In the firft creation, " God divided the light 
*' from the darknefs.'* For even after the for- 
mation of light, the darknefs was not totally dif- 
pelled. Hius, in the Chrifti^n, two contrary prin- 
ciples remain. But the light is fo divided from 
the darknefs, that the former can never be extm- 
guilhed by the latter. 

Were the evening and the morning one. day ? 
So is it in the new creation. The evening, the 
imperfeft ftate of gtafce in the prefent life, a ftate 
partly clear and partly dark, and the morning of 
glory at the refurredlion, make but one day to 
the renewed foul. The day of glory hath dawn^ 
ed. He is " changed from glory to glory." His 
prefent life, as " hid with Chrift," is not fubftan- 
tially different from that which awaits him in 
heaven. For as he hath the Son, he hath life, 
even life for evcrmorje. He, who is himfelf " the 
.^* Refurredion," fays j " I givd. uitto them eter- 
"nallife." 

Each Perfbn of the godhead was engaged in 
the creation of the world. The Father cre- 
ated all things by the Son. The Holy Spirit 

^ niov^,^' 
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*^ movtd/' #ith an incubating potvet, '^ on due 
" face 6f the waters,' • communicating life. la 
like manner, <* we are the worlcmanfliip cF Gi^dy 
^ created again in Cbfiji Jifus. It is the Spirit 
" that quickeneth. Except a man b« bom of tJie 
** Spirit, he cannot fee the kingdom of God." 

Was man created by God in his image> after 
his likenefs ? The fame work \% performed^ die 
fame power is neceflary, in the new creation* For 
^* the new man is renewed in knowledge, after 
^ the image of him that created him p/* 

II. This neeeffity alfo appears from the imj^ 
taej of the fevereft judgments^ that hai^ ever 
been inflicled on m^, with fefpeft to any real 
change. Could any difpenfation towards man-* 
kind be more awfbl^ Or in more exprefire cha- 
raders declare the hatefalnefs of fin^ than the 
unirerfal dtlug^ ? Yet fo obdurate Was the heart 
of Ham, that fcarcdy were the waters of deftmc* 
tion dried up» ere be '^ made a mock at fin," and 
coniidered that inftance of human imp«fe€tioii 
as matter of profane fport, which fhould have co^ 
vered him with bluflies <i. How great, and how 
general Was the corruption of the pofterity of 
Noah, even during his own life ! He might hxft 
feen Terah, the father of Abraham } and we may 
beliere that he Hill retained the eharader of " a 
** preacher of righteoufnefs/' and continued to 
remind his defcendants of the procuring oauft of 

the 
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bad arpoftatized from die trae God. 

it d^evres our particular attention indeed, that 
what in one place is given as the rcafon of the 
deluge, is in another gives as the rcafkm why 
there (hould never be a fecond deftruftion of a- 
fimilar kind. *^ God faw that the wickednefs 
^* of man ^as great in the earth, and that every: 
^' imagination of the thoughts of his heart waa: 
*^ oftly evil coiuinually. — ^And the Lori>^ faid, I 
♦* will deftroy man, whom I have created.-^— I will. 
^* deftroy them with the caith 'J^ After the de-r 
luge, •* the I-oRD faid in his heart,>I will not* 
** again curfd the ground any more for man's' 
**' fake ; for the imagination of man's heart ia( 
" evil from his youth \'* Shall if be irnkgincdi 
that the Spirit of revelation can contradidl hinx^: 
felf ? Or that He, who " is of one nxind,^ Ihould 
be ^* turned'* to another? Or, , that God tried 
this dellnidion as an experiment,, and determined^ 
never to try it again, becaufe it did not anfwer; 
bis purpoic ? Far be fuch thoughts from us, as 
derogatory in the higheft degree from the per- 
fedion of the otity wife God ! Whence^ then^ is 
the fame thing mentioned a3 the reafon of modea 
of procedure diametrically oppoiite ? This ftri-* 
king connexion, which might at firft view appear 
as a contradidion, lets us know, that X^od had a 
twofold defign in the deluge ; that while he war 
pleafed thus to manifeil his detcflation of fin, it. 
was at -the fame time his pleafure to (hew that 

VoL-IL- . .. -Kb ... thfc 
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the moft tremendous judgments cannot change 
the heart of rebellious man. To declare what 
fin deferves, he calls for a deluge ; and to pro- 
claim the incorrigible nature of the difeafe, he 
promifes a future exemption from this judg- 
ment. 

The {hocking impurity of the daughters of Lot 
may be viewed as an illufliation of the fame truth. 
Some writers have endeavoured to extenuate their 
guilt, by fuppofing that they might reckon the 
race of men extinA, in confequence of that de- 
ftrudion from which they had efcaped : or, j^that 
they were aduated by an eameft defire, -and per- 
haps by hope, that the one or other of them might 
be the mother of the promifed feed. But their 
oondud undoubtedly fliows, how little they were 
afie^^ed by the deftrudlion of the cities of the 
plain. For they were not deterred, even by this 
awful judgment, from the commiffion of a crime, 
which, as being againft nature, partook of the 
general character of that by which their former 
fellow-citizens were marked out as monuments of 
divine vengeance. 

• Here I inight alfo mention the bbftinacy of 
Ifrael in rebellion, both in the wildemefs, and in 
the land of promife, notwitbflanding the many 
and awfiil judgments executed on them. This is 
illuftrated in a very fbriking manner, in the twen- 
tieth chapter of Ezekiel. Let us for a moment 
advert to what has been formerly mentioned. 
Two hundred and fifty princes, who intruded 
ihexnfelves into the office of the priefthood^ bad 

been 
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beien deftroyed by " fire from the Lord;" the 
earth had opened her mouth, and 1 wallowed up 
the company of Korah : yet ^* on the morrow all 
** the congregation ' of Ifrael murmured againft 
** Mbfe? and Aaron," and were ** gathered againft 
** them," with tbi$ impious lanjguage in their 
mouths; */ Yq have killed the people of the Lord." 
While they accufe Mpfes and Aaron of facrile- 
giOiis murder, they mean to accufe G^d himfelf, 
as if he had a^led a cruel aod unjull part towards 
his farithfol people. Can any thing more impref* 
fiytily decWe the dreadful obftinacy of man, in 
rebellion agaijift God, when left to the ways of 
his own heart ; or the infufficiency of any outward 
means to reclaim him ? 

III. The neceffityof an efficacious operation on 
the heart, may alfo be illuftrated from the hiftory 
of the promifed feed^ God* had not only promi- 
fed to Abraham, that he (hould have a fon, but 
fworn that 7 i" his feed ^ali the families of the 
^* eartii fliould be blefled." Abraham waited 
long^for the coippletion of the promife ; (till ex- 
peding it according to the courfe of nature. But 
it was twenty-five years after the promife was 
firft' mad^. ere .it was accompliflied ^ God was 
pleafed to exercife the faith and patience of the 
Patriarch, till all bo^ of his being a father, ac- 
cording to the ordinary courfe of nature, was 
gone. He had a fon, injjeed, born to him while 
he was yet in his ftrength. But he was iuformed 
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that this was not the promifed child, but that in 
Ifaac his feed fhould be called. Well might his 
fon be defigned " the child of promife ;" not on- 
ly as his birth was matter of promife long before 
it took place, and as the bleffing was to defccnd 
in the line of his pofterity, he being the deilined 
progenitor of the feed of th« woman ; but efpe- 
cially becaufe he was born, not according to the 
common courfe of nature, but by virtue of the 
promife. ** He who was of the bond-woman was 
** bom after the flejb ; but he of the fr^e- woman 
•' was of promife. Which things are an alle- 
« gory tf.'* " Againft hope,'^ Abraham is called 
to " believe in hope.'* Nature muft be dead, 
and evidently appear to be -fo ; that the power 
may be known to proceed wholly from Him " who 
" quickneth the dead." For niture can contri- 
bute nothing to grace, 

Abraham received the promife concerning Ifaac 
before he was circunicifed. But it was not 
fulfilled, till he had fubmitted to this humilia- 
ting rite \ As this fignified the circumcifion of 
the heart, or the renovation of our nature, the 
connexion (hews that all QnritUal bleflmgs pro- 
cced from fovereign grace, and become- burs on- 
ly by the operation of almighty power. The 
promifed bleffing was received by the patriarch, 
only as fymbolically '* putting off the old man ;** 
whereas Iftimael had been born to him while he 
was yet uncircumcifed. For temporal bleffings 
are conferred even on carnal men : but it is only 
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as being made i\ew creatures, th^t w^e can enjoy 
thofe which are Ipiritual. 

In like manner, Ifaac, the child of promife, 
lived twenty years in wedlock before he was a 
father. Rebekafa his wife was barren ; and it 
was only in anfwer to prayer that this natural ob- 
ftacle to the fulfilment of the promife was remo- 
ved ^* The faith of Ifaac, of whom the Meffiah 
was to fpring, was thus tried nearly as long as 
that of Abraham, and in a fimilar way, ere the 
bleffing was given. 

IV. The nieccflity of almighty power to give 
efficacy to the gofpcl, is illufldrated by the nature 
of many of the vi^ories obtained by God's an- 
cient people. Jericho, the key of Canaan in its 
ftate of idolatry, may be viewed as a (Iriking em- 
blem of the kingdom of Satan. But it was fubdu- 
ed by Jolhua, whofe name by interpretation is Je- 
fus. Was it by force of arms ? We may well fup- 
pofe that the many thoufands of Ifrael were able, 
by human means, to have conquered this (ingle 
city." It was, however, the pleafure of God to give 
them vidory in another way. He faid to Jofhua ; 
^* See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, 
" and the king thereof, and the mighty men 
** of valour.'' But the Ifraelited were to em- 
ploy no ordinary means of warfare. No forts 
were to be erefted, no battering-rams to be em- 
ployed againft the city. Not a hand was to be 
lifted up to make a breach in its walls, or to cut 

Bb3 off 

w Ccn. xxt. 20, 41. a6. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



39© NECESSITY OF ALMIGHTY POWER 

off thofe who defended them. Their victory was 
to proceed from the art of the covenant, which 
** compaflcd the city." The only adual warriors 
were priefts, blowing trumpets. For fix days fuc- 
ceffively were the men of war thus to encompafs 
Jericho, once every day. On tht fevcnth, in the 
fame manner were they to go round it feven 
times. Then, when the priefk blew with the 
trumpets, and the people ** (houtfki with a great 
** Ihout, the wall fell down flat" on every fide. , 
Nothing could in a more lively manner repre- 
fent the nature of the conquefts of our Jofhua. 
The preaching of the word is in itfelf as inade- 
quate for fubduing the hearts of finncrs, as the 
blowing of horns could be for overthrowing the 
walls of Jericho. They had other trumpets, of 
filv^r ; but thofe of horn, called cornets, were 
to be ufed on this occafion, as they were alfo ufed 
in proclaiming the jubilee j and they were the 
mod proper emblem of the meannefs of the in- 
ftruments God is pleafed to employ in the gofpel, 
in proclaiming the acceptable year of the Eord, 
and liberty to the captive. The Israelites muft 
ftridly obferve the Orders given to Jofhua, pa- 
tiently waiting the time, appointed by God for the 
downfal of the walls of Jericho. Although ex- 
pofed to the bitter taunts of the heathen inhabi- 
tants, as to the fuppoied inutility gf their folemn 
proceflion, they muft have recourfe to no unhaU 
lowed means. In this are they emblems of the pa- • 
ticnce to be exercifed by the fervants of Chrift, in 
the continued ufe of the very fame means, how un- 
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produftive foever they may appear. They muft 
** in all things approve themfelves as the minifters 
** of Gody in much patience, in afflidions, in ne* 
^* ceflSties, in diftr^?s^" Thus faith the great 
Apoftle of the Gentiles ; ** Being reviled, we 
^ bkfs ; being perfecuted, we fuffer it ; being 
** defamed, we entreat y/' When God's appoint* 
ed time is come, his word ihall not return unto 
him void* One would think that this fame infpi*^ 
red writer, when defcribing the efficacy of the 
gofpel, exprefsly alluded to the falling of the 
high walis of Jericho at the founding of horns* 
^* Though we walk inahe flefh,'* he lays, ** we 
*• do not war after the flcfh : (for the weapons 
** of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
** through CJod to the pulling down of ftrong* 
" holds ;) cajling down imaginations,'' or rcafon- 
ings, ^ and every Ingh thing that exaltetb itfelf 
*^ againft the knowledge of God, and bringing 
^* into captivity every thought to the obedience 
^ofChrift^" 

We have a fimilar inftance, in the hiftory of 
the deliverance of Ifrael by Gideon, His family 
was poor in M anaifehy and he was the leaft in his 
father's houfe *. Therefore he is emblematically 
reprefcrtted as " a cake of barley-bread ;" and as 
in himfelf not lefs unfit to work fo great a fal- 
vation, than a barley-cake cfould be to overturn a 
tent ^. A look from Jevovah communicated tb 
him all the might that he had ; and a gracious 
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•word enfared him of all the feccefs he afterwatifc 
enjoyed. " The Lord looked upon him; and faid, 
^ Go in this thy might, and thou (halt fkre Ifipad 
'* from the hand of the Midianites : hare not I 
^* fent thee *= ?'* But his might was not to be the 
proper mean of the falvation of Ifraei. The ho- 
nour of this falvatidn was not to pertain to an 
*arm of ileih. He had at firft an army of thirty- 
two thoufand men. But the Loro faid to kirn, 
** The people that are with thee^arc too many for 
** me to give the Midianites into their hands, 
*' left Ifraei vaiint themfelv^ againft me, faying, 
?* Mine own hand hath iaved mc.'* They were 
therefore reduced to ten thoufand. But "the Lord 
f' faid to Gidpon, The pcopk are yet too nany." 
Accordingly they weife reduced to three hundreds 
Tbofe, to whom the honourahle work of deliver- 
ing Ifraei was affigned, are brought fo low, as to 
have a dog's matk fet on them. For thofe only, 
who, in drinking of the water, ♦* lapped, as a dog 
*' lappeth," were chofen as the inftruments of diis 
jieliverance ^. The only arms with which thefe 
•men were provided, were trumpets with pitchefs, 
and lamps within the pitchers. We have no 
evidence that a fword was drawn by one of them, 
or that a fingle fword was left among all the three 
hundred. F6r that expreffion, which was their 
word of war, ** The fword of the Lord and of 
-^ Gideon,^' is entirely metaphorical. They 
were to •* ftand ftiH and fee the lalvation of tlw 
** Lord their G04." They were to ufe no other 
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;neaiis of vi&bry idiam to blow the truf^peis, tp 
break the pitchers, and to orjr as doftxuded by 
^heir captain. They had no other it^apons than — 
^* lamps in their left hands, and tdnunpets m dieir 
^ irigfat "hands tx> blow withal.'* But by moans of 
thefathey obtained a conq>lete yi^ry oyer thjek 
jenemie^ For " the Lord fet eyeiy man's fword 
f < againft his fellow.' ' 

Here we baji^e ti mok ftriking sepre^ii^ntaticin of 
^e mtoaer dn which the enemies of jChri^ are 
nade to fall iK^r htm. It is not by thfe Cword 
oTioivil 'j^ome^f by the force of bitfnan 'eloqu^noe, 
jor by the ii^uwoe of motal fuafiop. In g?ne* 
jral he emplpQrs 4Eiot tihe mighty, the ixoble^ or the 
^mfe in this «war&re ; ^^ left Ifirael 0iould vaunt 
** thcmfelves." It is fliU a cake ^f barley-bread, 
that .ofvertimis the tent$ of Midi^n* When the 
4rumj^tof the g^Spd is blown, fintievs.are awaken- 
ed; and, according to 4he ipromifet Ohfift givos 
ithem light. Thus the apoftk Paijil^ when fpeak- 
•ing of the efficacy attending the gofpel, fays-; 
<* For God who commanded the light to fliine oi^t 
•* of dai^ki^s, hath ihined in <»» hesarts, to gi^ 
^* ithc light of the knowledge of the.^aiy of God* 
^ in the fece of Jcfiii Chrift. But we .have this 
-^ trcafiire," that is, the ineftimable treafure of this 
.divine %i&/, " in earthen n^effklSt that the eitcellen- 
.-** -cy of the power may be of God, wid jnot of us-^" 
•Poor, finful men, however^ may engage - in this 
twork, only as cBceivi^g his ccrftm^ffi^n* * No one 
Iran expe& any fuooefs, but in ad^&r 'as the lait- 
.. - guage 
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guage of God to Gideon is applicable to him ; 
*' Have not I fent thee?'' 

Shamgar, the fon of Anath, flew fix hundred 
PhiliiUnes with an ox-goad, and thus delivered 
Ifrael K Samfon flew a thoufand of the fanie hof- 
tile nation with the jaw-bone of an afss. By 
means of a fmooth ftone out of the brook, thrown 
from a fling, the flripling David afterwards flew 
their gigantic champion, who had defied the ar- 
mies of the living God\ Thefe were fl:riking 
proofs of the contemptible charadier of the means 
which God employs, for carrying on his conqoefis 
in the Church, and over her enemies. The proud 
Fhiliftine difdained David becaufe of his youth, 
and was filled with indignation at the defpicable 
equipment of his antagonift, as an infult to his 
own power, and as robbing him of every fliadow 
of honour in that conqueft about which he did 
not entertain a fingle doubt. " Am I a dog,'* 
iaid he, '' that tKbu comeft againft me with 
^* (laves ?'* But David knew that all the human 
means he could ufe were inadequate to fuch a 
vidory. His confidence was therefore wholly ito 
divine power. To Saul he faid, ** The Lord that 
•* delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and 
** out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me 
'' out of the hand of this Fhiliftine/' To him ' 
alfo David faid, " Thou comeft to me with a 
" fword, and with a fpear, and with a (hield ; 
•* but I come tp thee in the name of the Lord of 
** hpfts, the God of the armies of Ifrael, whom 
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^* thou haft defied. This day the Lord will de- 
'* liver thee into mine hand, — that all the earth 
** may know that there is a God in Ifrael, And 
*^ all this affembly fhall know that the LordTZi- 
** vetb not with /word andfpear.'^^ The follow- 
ing reflection is made by the infpired writer of 
this hiftory : " So David prevailed over the Phi- ' 
** liftine, with a fling, and with a ftone ; — but 
** there was no fword in the hand of David '." 
As David was an eminent type of Chrift, the 
m liiiier in which he obtained this vicflory, re- 
markably prefigured the conquefts of his Son and 
Lord. Did David cut oflf the head of Goliath 
with his own fword ? Jefiis foiled Satan on the 
crofs ; and " by death deftroyed him that had the 
" power of death.'' David went forth to battle, 
with a ftaflf, and with a ftone. As Jefus i^ him- 
felf the " ftone cut out of the mountain without 
" hands ^^ ;" the word of the gofpel is " the rod 
" of his ftrength," by which he rules in the midft 
of his enemies, and the ftafF by means of which 
he guides, fuftains, comforts, and protefts his 
people \ 

V. God taught his ancient Ifracl to have all 
their depmdance on himfelf. Some notice has 
been taken of this in a former part of the work : 
but it deferves our particular attention here. 
When they were about to enter into the promifed 
land, he put them in mind that they had no power 

in 

i I Sam. xvii. 37 45. 47. 50. k Dan, il 34. 45. 

t ?fal. ex. 2. \ xxiii, 14. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



^^ OTCESfilTY OF ALMIGHTY POW^R 

in tfaemfelves to fubdue the nations that poflHIed 
it. ** Hear, O Ifrael, thou airt to -pafs over Jor- 
^ dan this day, to go in to poffefs nations greater 
"and mightier than thyfelf, cities great and fen- 
^ ced up to heaven ; a people great and tall, the 
^ children of the Anakims, whojcn thou knowefi, 
•* and of whom thou haft heard fay. Who can 
" ftaod before the children of Anak ? Undeifiand 
** therefore this day, that the Lord thy God is be 
*• which goeth over before thee as a confuming 
^ fire : he Ihall deftroy them, and he fliall bring 
^ them down before thy face, — Speak not in thine 
^ heart, after that the Lord thy God hath caft 
** them out from before thee, faying, For my righ— 
^ tcoufnefs the Lord hath brought me in to po£[efs 
^ this land : but for the wickednefs of thefe na- 
** tions the Lord doth driye them out from before 
" thee •^.'* He in the ftrongeft terms exprefles 
his difpleafure at carnal confidence : " Curfed be 
*' the man that trqfteth in man, and maketh flefh 
** his arm, and whofe heart departeth frdm;the 
**Lordv.'* On this account he often puniflied 
his people with the greateft feverity, and made the 
very objeft of their confidence the inftrument of 
their deftrudliod. " Wo to the rebellious chil- 
** dren, faith the Lord, — that walk to go down 
*• into Egypt, (and have not afked at my mouth), 
** to ftrengthcn themfelves in the ftrength of Pha- 
** raoh, and to truft in the fhado.w of Egypt. 
"" Therefore fliall the ftrength of Pharaoh be your 
** fliame, and the truft in the fhadow of Egypt 
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^^ your conftifion. — They were all aifaamed of a 
** people that could not profit them, nor be aa 
** help nor profit, but a fliame, and alfo a w-. 
*' proach <*.** 

Thefc warnings, denunciations and puniftiments 
had all a further reference. They indeed imme-' 
diately refpeded the literal Ifrael ; and declared 
their guilt in trufting in any arm, fave that which 
had been fo remarkably difplayed in their deli- 
verance and protedion. But as the temporal fal- 
Tations given to this people prefigured the ever^ 
lading falvation of all the fpiritual Ifrael, the 
means employed by God to deter them from traft- 
ing in an arm of flefh, whether tteir^own or that 
of any other nation, were ultimately and efpccial- 
ly defigned to declare the fin arid danger of car- 
nal confidence in any fliape, as oppofed to confi- 
dence in that falvation 'exhibited in the gofpd^ 
Hence we find the language, originally appropria-^ 
ted to the guilt of trufting in 1 man for temporal 
deliverance, transferred to the New Teftament,' 
and ufed to.exprefs the ftiU mote aggravated ini- 
quity of felf-righteoufnefs, or truft ih externa^ 
privileges: ** We are the circuittcifion, ^o — lei 
♦* joice in Cbrift Jefus, and have no coinfidence ia 
^' the flefli P.** Nor can we fighdy rea4 the Ian-* 
guage of the Spirit of God, on this fubjed, in the 
Old Teftament, without underttanding k as cfpc- 
cially *♦ written for our admonitidn,'^ that we 
may " not truft in ourfelves,- bu4: in him that rai- 
« feth the dead.'" 
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VK Some of the circum^ances attending the 
xebuilding of the templt, after the return of the 
JevVs from their captivity, 'afford a fimilar illu- 
ftration. The very oppofition made by their ene- 
mies was overruled for the advancement of this 
work, Th^y did every thing to inftigate the fu- 
preme authority againft that afflifted hiindful. 
But the truth of that declaration was manifefted ; 
** The king's heart is i{i the hand of tl>e Lord ; 
" and he turncth it whithcrfoever he will.'*' For 
" he turned the heart of the king of Aflyria unto- 
** them, to ftrengthen their hands in the work of * 
** the- houfe of the Lord^ the God of Ifrael s/* 
Were fome in danger of " defpifing the day of 
** fm^U things," becaufe the glory of this build- 
ing was fo far inferior to that of the former ? Or, 
were they ready to conclude, that, becaufe of the 
many obftacles thrown iji their way, it would ne- 
ver be finilhed ? God fent them a meffage both , 
of comfort and of reproof, expreflive of the man- 
ner in which his work is conduced in every age : 
^* Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
** faith the; Lord of hofts.*' ' Concerning Zerub- 
babel, the governor of Judah, he delivers that 
gracious declaration, which could only have its 
full accomplilhment in the glorious Antitype: 
" Who art thou, O great mountain ? before Ze- 
** rubbabel a plain, a plain I and he (hall bring 
** forth the head-ftone thereof with fhoutings, 
^* Grace, grace «unto it^*' 
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VII. In proof of the indifpeofable neceifity of 
ditine power for the falyation of linners, may I 
not appeal to the perfonal mimftry of our Lord ? 
The great falvation ^* began to be fpoken'' by 
him. He /* fp^ as never man fpake.'* Nothing 
but truth. iproceeded from his lips. He •• fpake 
" th6 words of .Cod.'' What he had " feen and 
** heard, that he teftified \" His enemies \vere 
often filenced, and at times captivated by his dif- 
oourfes. He confirmed his dodrines.by the moft 
aftonifhing miracles, fuch as they could neither 
difprove nor deny. Yet " no man received his 
" teftimony.'* He had reafon to complain, that 
he had " laboured in vain,'' and that Ifrael was 
** not gathered." " His own received him not." 
He wept over Jemfalem, faying, " How often. 
" woiild I have gathered thy children together, 
** even as a hen gathereth her chickens under hei: 
" wings, and ye would not." 

What was the defign of this, bat to teach us^ 
that human foafion, even in its higheft poffible 
perfedion, is unavailing ? It was the will of God, 
that the perfonal miniftry of Chrift himfelf fhpuld 
be.attended wifh comparatively little efficacy ; to 
iUuftratc the neceflity of divine power, and to put 
honour on the miniftration of the Spirit. Ac-* 
cording to -the pleafure of the three-one God, all 
the efficacy of the gofpel muft immediately pro* 
ceed from the third Perfon of the adorable Tri- 
nity. It mull therefore appear, that the word^ as 
fpoken by the human lip of Jefus hunfelf, could 
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be ^e^hial only ift w faf fts^ it waa accompanied 
by the pawer of the Spirit. The efiiifion of the 
Hdy Ghoft was therefore withheld^ till the per* 
ibaal iBtnidry of Ghrifi was at an end. But when 
the difciples received " power fr«n on high,'* a 
Angle fernion, preached by one of them, was at- 
tended with fer greater fuccefs thaA the whde of 
Chrift's mlniftry* 

Hath God in fuch a variety of ways declared 
the inefficacy of means, and the neceffity of AI- 
migHty power in order to the falvation of man ? 
Let us beware of iaying^ *^ Mine own arm hath 
" faved me." It is evident from the whole hi- 
fto^y of the Church, that it hath ftill been the de- 
%n ^f God, in workic^ falvation, to ftaia the 
pride of human glory^ Why ifaould we ftumble 
ait this ftone f - If it was the pleafure of jEHovAif, 
that boaftiug jQiould be excluded in all the tern*" 
poral 'deliverances of his people ; can we rational- 
ly fuppoft^that he will admit them to a partner- 
ihip with kimfielf, either in the accomplifhrnent, 
or in* the ^ory, of that falvation which is the 
chief of all lus works ? Would ht exclude them 
fh>m the mere iign, and give them a diftinguifiied 
co-operation ia the thing iignified ? Let us view 
the lang^uage of his ancient people, as defcflptive 
of the exercife of all his fpiritual IfradL Let ua 
transfer to the heavenly Canaan, what they utter- 
ed concerning jthe.carthly: " We got not the 
'' land in pofieffion by our own fword^ neither 
** iid our own arm favc us : but thy right-hand, 
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** and thine arm, and the light of thy counte- 
'' nance, becaufe thou ^adft a favour unto us^'' 



SECTION XVL 



Tb^ DoStrine of Particuiar Redemption iltujlf-ated^ 
from the Firji Promife i-^rom the Temporal 
Redemptions of Ifrael ;^rom the Limitation of 
the legal Oblations ;—from the Hijlory of Re- 
demption as accomplijhed by Chrijl. 

That out Lord did not die fbt all mankind^ 
but for a certain number wfiom the Father from 
eternity gave to him, is evident not only from a 
great variety of dodfinal teftimonies, but from 
the whole hiftory of the Church^ 

!• This truth is difcemible in the very dawn 
of revelation. It is diftinftly written in the firft 
gofpel-promife «^- There we have a diftinftion 
marked between two different feeds. The one is 
defigned the feed of the waman ; the other, the 
feed of the ferpent* As Adam^ after the revela- 
tion of this promife, called Eve ^ the mother of 
** all living,^' becaufe he in the exereife of faith 
Ttewed her a& Ae mother of all thofe who (hould 
be made alive unto God > by the feed of the wo- 
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man we are to underftand Chrift myftical, Chrift 
the head and all his fpiritual feed confidered as 
in him. Now, this feed is exprefsly diftinguiih- 
ed from that of the ferpent. Who, then, can 
thefe be but the reprobate world left to perilh in 
their fins ? Doth God fay, " I will put enmity 
" between thy feed and* her feed ?** This enmi- 
ty, then, muft be mutual. The teftimony of God 
implies, on the one hand, that he permits the 
feed of the ferpent to continue under the power 
of that natural enmity againft Chrift and his feed, 
which is the fruit of their original apoftacy in 
Adam ; and, on the other, that he adually im- 
plants a principle of enmity in the hearts of the 
feed of the woman againft the devil and his in- 
terefts. This he does, in communicating the 
gracious principle of fupreme love to himfel£ 
For we cannot love God without hating Satan 
and his works. Enmity againft this old ferpent 
neceflarily takes place of our natural '^ enmity 
•* againft God/' Such is the ftate of matters 
with refpeft to the members of Chrift's myftical 
body, and can we fuppofe that it is reverfed 
as to the Head ? Does God put enmity be- 
tween them and the feed of the ferpent ; and 
hath Chrift the fame love to them that be hath 
to his own feed ? Does not the promife refped 
him as well as his members ? How then can he 
be an adverfary to the feed of the ferpent, and 
yet die for their falvation ? In confcquence of 
this enmity, does Chrift bruife the bead of the 
ferpent ; and from the fame principle, does he 

purchafe 
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purchafe redemption for dll his feed? The very 
contrary, furely. In the bruifing of his head^ 
we have an awful prelude of their eternal de- 
ftrudlion, as adherents to his devoted interefts, 
and as irreconcilable eneniie^ to the Redeemer. 

The Apoftle Paul teaches us the fame doctrine, 
when explaining the promife made to Abraham. 
'* He faith not, And to feeds, as of many j but as 
" df one. And to thy feed, which is Chrift *.'* 
Here he fpeaks of Chrift myftical, as including 
the Head himfelf, and all his fpiritual feed ; who 
are called ** the feed of Abi*aham,'' to what na- 
tion foever they belong \ as being eventually made 
partakers of like precious faith, and interefted in 
the bleflings of that covenant which was reveal- 
ed to him. But the promife would be to feedt^ ^ 
in the ftrangeft fenfe conceivable ; if the bleliing 
promifed, an everlafting falvation, had been pur- 
thafed for the feed of the ferpent> no lefs than for 
the feed of the woman^ 

* 

II. The fame dofttine receives the fuUeft elu- 
cidation from the temporal redemptions of If- 
raeL That thefe leere meant as fucceffive figures 
of the fpiritual falvation of the Church, is fb 
evident as fcareely to require illuftration. They 
are all exhibited as branches of his great work of 
mercy towards ber^ and as confirmations of" his 
covenant with Abraham, which covenant had a 
fpecial r^fpe€l to fpiritual and eternal bleffings. 
'* He fent redemption unto his people, he hath 
C c 2 '* commanded 

s Oal. iii. t6. 
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<* commanded his covenant for ever. — ^He remem- 
*^ bered his holy promife, and Abraham his fer- 
" vant. And he brought forth his people with 
" joy ; and his chofen with gladnefs y.'* This is 
the very language ufed with refpedl to our fal- 
vation by Chrift. " Bleffed be the Lord God ©f 
" Ifrael, for he hath vifited and redeemed his 
" people : — to remember his holy covenant, the 
" oath which he fware to our father Abraham ^.'^ 
Thefe figurative redemptions were all accompliih- 
cd by the fame divine Perfon, who at length gave 
himfelf a ranfom. " The Angel of his prefence 
" faved them*" They cont^ed a difplay of 
the fam^ divine and gracious charaders : ** In 
** his love and in his pity he redeemed them, and 
" he bare them, and carried them, all the days 
" of old */' They were alfo, as (hall be feen, pro* 
cured in the way of purchafe. 

The rediemption of Ifrael was entirely of a 
particular kind ; and in this refped a (hadow of 
our redemption by Chrift. None but the feed of 
Jacob were partakers of this mercy. Hence Da- 
vid fays ; " What one nation in the earth is like 
** thy people, even like Ifrael; whom God went 
" to redeem for a people to himfelf, and to make 
^ him a name, and to do for you great things, 
** and terrible, for thy land, before thy people 
** which thou redeemedft to thee from Egypt, 
" from the nations and their gods ^ ?" Similar 
is the language of Mofes ; " Thou in thy mercy 

"haft 

y Pfa. cxK 9. ; ct. 4a, 43, 2 Luke i. 68. 71, 73. 
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" haft led forth thy people which thou haft re- 
" deemed ^" 

This was wholly the fruit oi dijlingtiifl^ing love. 
Love and redemption are terms ufed in Scripture as 
correlates. We never read of God^s redeeming a 
people, even in a temporal refped, but as the 
fruit of love to ihem as a peculiar people: and 
the redemption is always limited according to 
the extent of this love. " Becaufe he loved thy 
" fathers, therefore — he brought thee out in his 
" fight with his mighty power out of Egypt '^.^ 

This typical redemption, fo far from being ex- 
tended to others, was conferred on Ifrael at their 
expence. When he faved them, the nations that 
were in a ftate of enmity were deftroyed. He 
bought them as his peculiar people with the price 
of blood ; and thus gave a ftriking emblem of 
the means by which he. fliould, in the fulnefs of 
time, redeem all his chofen people. In this fenfe - 
is it faid that they were purchafed ; as the If- 
raelites fung. with refpeft to the Egyptians : " Fear 
" and dread fhall fall upon them ; by the great- 
" nefs of thine arm they fhiall be as ftill as a 
" ftone : till thy people pafs over, O Lord, till 
" the people pafs over, which thou haft purcha- 
'* fed ^" To the fame purpofe Jehovah, when 
revealing himfelf in the charader of a Saf iour, 
reminds his peculiar people of this wonderful 
evidence of his love: " I am the Lord thy 
" God, the holy One of Ifrael, thy faviour ;" — 
not the faviour of Egypt, but in a way of dif- 
C c 3 tindion, 
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tiniStion, nay of exclufion, thy faviour. And how 
does he prove his claim to this charafter ? — " I 
** gave Egypt for thy ranfom, Ethiopia and Seha 
*^ for thee. Since thou waft precious in my fight, 
** thou baft been honourable, and I have loved 
'^ thee : therefore will I give men for thee, and 
*f people for thy life." The meaning of the pro- 
mife here added »s clear from what follows : 
*f Thus faith the Lofld your Redeemer, the holy 
f * One of Ifrael, For your fake I have fent to Ba- 
" bylon, apd brought down all th^ir npbles V- 
Afterward^, wbep he Ijath pointed put Cyrus by 
n^me, ^nd particularly defcri^ed the redemption 
to be accopipliftied by his ipftrumentality, he 
(hows the fpecial design of ajl this work, in the 
call given to finners of every nation to believe in 
him as a fpiritual Bledeemer ; f* Look imto me, 
f * and hp ye fay^d, ^1 the ends of ^he e^rth «.'' 

So clearly was the charafter pf redemption 
imprelfcd on the whole pf God's cpndud^ towards 
the Ifraelites, that it does not merely diftinguUh 
the termination of their contrpverfy with the E- 
gyptians at the Red Sea, bi|t Jhe preceding events. 
Jlvery plague, which was inflided upon Eg3rpt, 
in the limitapon afligned fo it, marked out the 
Jfraelites as a peculiar people.^ Thus where we 
rea4, with refped to the flies, " I will put a di- 
f* vifion/' the expreffipn literally fignifies ; " I 
** wil} put a redemption between my people an4 
** thy people ^.'* 

Thij 
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This was remarkajbly the cafe as to the de- 
ilnidion of the firft-born. When the Lord fmote 
all the firft-bom of the Egyptians, he delivere4 
the houfes of the Ifraelites. But in order to thi^ 
deliverance^ it was n^eceflary that they ftioujd be 
typically redeemed by the blood of the pafchal 
lamb : 5* When he feeth the blood, the Lord 
" will pafs oyer the door, and will not fuffer th^ 
** deftroyer to come in unto your houfes to fmite 
" you.'* What an awful diftindion was her^ 
made ! " He fmote the Egyptians, and deliver- 
" ed our houfes ».'* Ever after, the Ifraelites were 
to redeem their firft-born by paying a price for 
them : " AH the firft-born of man among thy 
*^ children ftialt thou redeem." Therefore they 
are faid to be all fandified unto the Lord K 

Both this temporal deliverance, and the ordi- 
nances commemorating it^ undoubtedly prefigu- 
red the eternal redemption of the feed of Chrift, 
by the ineftimable price of his blood, ^* as of a 
** lamb without blemifti." Hence they are dcr 
nominated " the church of the firft-born.'* Like 
thofe of Ifrael, they are a feled company, whom 
the Lord |iatb fet apart for bimfelf, 

III. This is alfo evident from the limitation of 
the legal oblations. I do not fpeak of thofe whicl^ 
were prefented in the name of individuals, but of 
fuch as refpeded the whole congregation of Ifrael. 
Of this nature were the morning and evening far 
crifices, thofe which were oflfered op the great day 

C C4 qf 
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of atonement, and a variety of others. "None, 
^ho believe the dodtrine of Chrift's atonement, 
deny that thefe were inftituted types of bis death 
as the true facrifice for fin. Bat none can con- 
Mently acknowledge this, and yet affirm that he 
died for all men. For all thefe typicaj. oblaticms, 
while made for the whole congregation of Ifrael, 
were made for them only. Thefe facrifices were 
offered up for all Ifrael ; but only as prefiguring 
the efficacy of the death of Chrift, as extending 
to all the chofen people which conftitute the true 
Ifrael. The ftrangers, who received any benefit 
from the legal oblations, were fuch only as clave 
to the Ifraelites. The facriftces had no refped: to 
the nations around. They were exprefsly exclu- 
ded from the congregation of the Lord. Now, 
if thefe facrifices prefigured the atonement to be 
made by Chrift, if at the fame time they were li- 
mited to the congregation of Xfrael ; his expia* 
tion muft alfo be limited as to its objefts, elfe 
there is no confonancy between the fliadow and 
the fubftance, 

IV. The fame thing might be fuljy demonftra* 
ted from the hiftory of redemption as accomplilh- 
ed by Chrijl. From the account that himfelf 
gives of the intention of his death, it is clear that* 
he did not die for all. He faid, " I lay down my 
'* life for the (heep.'' Thefe are evidently a de- 
finite number, feparated from the reft of man- 
kind. For he diftinguifties them, in the defcrip- 
tipn given, from wolves and hirelings, and from 

others 
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Others to whom he fays, " Te are not of my 
'* flieep.'* He aiSgns it as one proof of his being 
the good Shepherd, that he knows his flieep^. 
Now, if by thefe he meant all mankind, why 
were they thus diftinguifhed, or what merit was 
there in knowing them, when there could be no 
miftake, unlefs devils had been miftaken for men. 
The extent of his death is fo clearly defined in 
his interceflbry prayer, that it feems inconceivable 
that any one fhould err on this fubjeO:, without 
obftinately rejeding the light. Although Jefus 
had power over all flefh, yet it was to be exer- 
cifed in conferring eternal life on thofe only 
whom the Father had given him. For fuch only 
did he pray, in contradiftindlion from the world. 
For them only did he fet himfelf apart as a facri- 
fice, and confecrate himfelf by his fufferings to 
the work of an interceding High-prieft ™. — But on * 
thefe things I enlarge not ; as they have been of- 
ten fully illuftrated by others, who have written 
profeffedly on this fubjeft. 

From the obfervations made, we may perceive 
how intimately the various branches of the fyftem 
of error are connected. Deifts and Arminians in 
fa<ft ftumble on one ftone. The former ridicule 
the Scriptures, and dei^^ that they are a divine 
revelation, becaufe they reprefent God as limit- 
ing his love to one nation, to the exclufion of all 
the reft of the world. The latter rejeft the very 
fame doftrine in another form, not indeed as re^ 
fpefting any particular nation, but in reference 

to 
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to particular perfons. The Deift ftombles at the 
' dodrine of the literal, the Arminian at that of 
the fpiritualy Ifrael. Both are fhocked at the ides^ 
of divine fovereignty, and deny that God hath a 
right to do with his own what feemeth him 
jgood. 



SECTION XVII. 



The Confervation of Believers illujlratedj from the 
Hijlory of Ifrael. — The Perpetuity of GoiTs 
Love to the Seed of Jacob. — His FaitbftUnefs. 
— The Stability of bis Covenant. — His Love to 
David. — Ifrael united to Gody as a Peculiar 
People. — ^ Precious Seed flil^ preferved amon^ 
tbem. — The Spirit given to tbem. — Ifrael faved 
at tbe InterceJJion of bis Servants. — Preferved 
by a conflant Exercife of Almigbty Power j by 
tbe Hand of tbe Angel promifed as tbeir Leader. 



The doctrine of th? preferva^tion of all belie- 
vers, in a ftate of grace, is moil clearly taught in 
the word of God, affords the moft abundant 
ground of confolation, and will furnifh all who 
truly underftand it with the moft powerfql excite- 
ment to duty. This precious truth has been a 
thoufand times illuftrated from a variety pf doc- 
trinal 
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trinal paflages of Scripture. It has been (hown 
that all real Chriftians are fecured in their gra- 
cious ftate, by virtue of the everlafting and fove- 
reign love of God, by his faithfulnefs, by the 
immutability of his covenant, by the merit of the 
P^edeeraer, by their union to him, and to the Fa- 
ther in him, by the incorruptible feed of the 
jvord remainipg in them, by the inhabitation of 
his Spirit, by the interceffion of Cbrift, and as 
kept by almighty ppwer. It is unnece0ary, and 
it would be a deviation from the deiign of this 
work, to attempt an illuftration of thefe argu- 
ments in a dodrinal manner. But it is worthy of 
particular attention, that the Spirit of infpiration, 
even in thp hjftorical parts of Scripture, fupplies 
us with illuftrations precifely of the fame kind ; 
only adapted to the peculiar circumftances of 
Ood's ancient people. Now, as we have formerly 
feen, that they prefigured the true Ifrael ; their 
Jiiftory, in this refped, i$ undoubtedly meant for 
the confirmation of pur faith. 

I. ThQ perpetuity of God's love is ufligned as 
the reafon why he would not fprfake the feed of 
Jacob, notwithftanding their iniquities. The fo- 
yereignty of this love alfo beams forth with dif- 
tinguifhed luilre, in his condud towards them. 
Both thefe charadlers are clearly exprefled in the 
meflage delivered by the prophet Jeremiah ; 
" Thus faith the Lord, The people which were 
^' left of the fword found grace in the wildernefs, 
f* even Xfrael, when I went to caufe him to reft. 

f^The 
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** The Lord hath appeared of old unto mc, fay* 
*' ing, Tea, I have loved thee with an everlafting 
** love ! therefore with loving-kindnefs have I 
** drawn thee «/' That fame fovereignty of love, 
which was at firft difplayed in the choice of 
this " nation not defirable %'* was confpicuous in 
their continued prefervation, although they were 
ftill provoking the God of their mercy. How 
lively a figure of the permanent manifeftation of 
the fame adorable charadter towards all his fpi- 
ritual Ifrael ! It is only becaufe he " refts in his 
*' love," and becaufe this lore ftill triumphantly 
overlooks our continued demerit, that be does not 
deftroy us. 

The Ifraclites are taught to afcribe their re- 
demption from Egypt, not merely in general, but 
in all the feveral fteps of it, to fovcreign grace. 
The frequent repetitions, in the hundred and thir- 
ty-lixthPfalm, are by no means ** vain repetitions.'* 
This is the principal note in their anthem of 
praife ; '* For his mercy endureth for ever." For 
it is not fo much the defign of God, that his peo- 
ple ihould commemorate the deliverance itfelf, as 
the caufe of it. Without this, he hath no glory ; 
men view even his greateft works only in a fclfifh 
light, as fubfervient to their intereft, not as dif- 
playing his adorable perfeftions. In this pfalra, 
his mercy is celebrated in thofe things in which 
it may appear there was no mercy ; in overthrow- 
ing Pharaoh and his hoft, in deftroy ing Si hon and 
Og. But as his mercy was difplayed towards If- 
rael 

Q Jer. XXX.U 2, 3. o Zeph. ii. z. 
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rael in the literal deliverance ; it ihadowed forth 
his fpecial mercy towards his redeemed people, 
in the deftrudion of, all their fpiritual enemies, 
that they may " ferre him without fear/' 

But they were not only to celebrate* his fove- 
reign mercy in the various fteps of one deliver- 
ance ; they were to afcribe all their deliverances 
to the fame caufe. As we ha-ve already feen, they 
needed a perpetual difplay of the fame unmerited 
love P. 

II. Is the faitbfulnefs of God to his promife 
another ground of fecurity to his people ? Simi- 
lar was the difplay of his faithfulnefs to the typi*- 
cal IfraeL They dealt unfaithfully towards him. 
But without conlidering their guilt as an obftacle 
to the manifeftation of his grace, he " remember- 
" ed his holy promife ^.*' Thus had they ^eafon 
to teftify, after long experience ; " There hath 
*' not failed one word of all his good promife 
^* which he promifed by the hand of Mofes his 
^•fe^vant^" 

God would not fuflfer Balaam to curfe Ifrael, 
notwithftanding all his facrifices ; nor would be 
bimfelf curfe them, notwithftanding all the de- 
vices employed by that wicked prophet to fubjeft 
them to divine indignation, by feducing them to 
fin. He was forced to exclaim ; " Surely there 
** is no inchantment againft Jacob, neither i£ 
*' there any divination againft Ifrael ^" Long 

after 

p Nomb. ziv. rp. q Pfal. cr. 41. t x<Kinp viii. ^6, 
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kfter this event, the Lord reminds Ifrael of it/ 
that they might be convinced of the reftitude of 
his conduft, and of his faithfulnefs towards them : 
" O my people, remember now what Balak king 
•* of Moab confultcd, ^nd what Balaam the fon of 
" Beor anfwercd him from Shittim unto Gilgal, 
** that ye may know the rightcoufnefs of the 
** LoRl>^^' On this part of their hiftory, Mofes 
makes the following reflexion t " The Lord thy 
*^ God would not hearken to Balaam : but the 
" Lord thy God turned the curfe into a blefling 
" unto thee, becaufe the Lord thy God loved 
" thee^" And is it not thus that he ftill deals 
with his true Ifrael ? Satan, like his fervant Ba- 
laam, tempts the faints to fin, accufes them to 
God, and exerts himfelf to the utmoft to prevail 
with God to curfe them, by breaking his gracious 
promife. But their loving father overrules the 
temptations of this adverfary, and even their falls, 
for their good. By thefe he teaches them watch- 
fulnefs, humility and dependence on himfelf. He 
increafes their ftock of Chriftian experience : and 
thus, in various refpefts, " turns the curfe into a 
« bleffing.*' 

III. The liability of tlie covenant was another 
ground of the fecurity of IfraeL When God 
defcribes them as ** pining away in their ini- 
" quity in their enemies lands,'* he adds ; *^ If 
" they Ihall confefs their Iniquity,— then will I 
** remember my covenant with Jacob, and alfo 

" my 

t Mkah yi. ^ n Deut. xziil: 5- 
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** my covenant with Ifaac, and alfo my covenant 
" with Abraham will I remember ; and I will 
** remember the land. The land alfo Ihall be left 
** of them, and Ihall enjoy her Sabbaths, while 
" fhe lieth defolate without them : and they fhall 
" accept of the punilhment of their iniquity ; be- 
^ caufe, even becaufe they defpifed my judg- 
" ments, and becaufe their foul abhorred my fta- 
" tntes. And yet for all that, when they be in 
** the land of their enemies, I will not caft them 
" away, neither will I abhor them, to deftroy 
" them utterly, and to break my covenant with 
" them : for I am the Lord their God \** Thus 
we perceive, that the fevereft vilitations of the 
Jews, even that of their captivity in Babylon, 
were within the compafs of the everlafting cove- 
nant ; not meant for difannulling this, but in fub- 
ferviency to it. Even when he remembered the 
land, fo as to caufe it to enjoy thofe fabbatical 
years which had been neglected through the dif- 
-obedience of his people, he at the fame time re- 
membered his covenant with them, overruling 
their adverfities for their good. The covenant he 
remembered, being that made with Abraham, 
was, as to its principal fubftance, the fame cove- 
nant of grace made in Chrift with aU the fpiritual 
Ifrael. Hence the. rod, with which he fmote 
them, was the chaftening of fons. 

That covenant of royalty, which God made 
with David, was an illuftrious type of the cove- 
nant of grace. It was indeed one fpecial medium 

of 
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of the adminiftration of this covenant \mdcT the 
Old Teftament ; and eminently fubfervient to the 
more fpiritual and glorious adminiftration of it 
under the New. In this covenant of royalty, God 
gracioufly engaged to his fervant, that he fliould 
never want a man to fit on his throne. This co- 
venant he confirmed by his oath : ** Once have I 
" fworn by my holinefs, that I will not lie unto 
" David. His feed Ihall endure for ever, and his 
" throne as the fun before me ^.'* In reference 
to Solomon it is faid : " I will be his father, and 
^* he fliallbe my fon.'* Even his great apoftacy 
was not to deprive him of this parental love, as 
God declared to David : " If he commit iniquity, 
^' I will chaften him with the rod of men, and with 
" the ftripes of the children of men ; but my 
" mercy fhall not depart away from him, as I 
** took it from Saul, whom I put away before 
" thee \'' 

Thefe two princes, Saul and David, appear as 
emblems of the firft, and of the laft Adam. The 
charaders of the legal, and of the evangelical co- 
venant, are illuftrated by their hiftory. Saul was 
acceptable to Ifrael, as pleafing the carnal eye t, 
but not approved of God ; David was chofen of 
Him, but defpifed by the people, who were fub- 
jeded to him only in confequence of the difplay 
of his power, apd the redudion of the houfe of 
Saul. The kingdom was loft to Saul, and to his 
pofterity, on account of one zSt of difobedience ; 
and fo completely loft, that there was no pofiibi- 

lity 
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lity of reftoration ^ The reduftion of the power 
of this family, however, was gradua', and the re- 
fidt of many ftruggles. " There was long war 
*' between the houfe of Saul, and the houfe 
" of David : but David waxed ftronger and 
" ftronger^ and the houfe of Saul waxed weaker 
*' and weaker »." When David was eftablifhed 
in the kingdom, none of the femily of Saul could 
partake of any favour, but as holding of him, and 
as debtors to his bounty. 

Is it not thus as to the two covenants ? We 
naturally prefer falvation by works. The idea 
pleaJes the pride of our hearts. But we are uiv 
willing to fay ; " Thine are we, O David I'' We 
will never fincerely utter this language, till the 
power of the law as a covenant be broken, till 
we be loofed from its yoke, and learn, by the light 
of the Spirit, that Jefus is He of whom the Father 
hath faid ; " By the hand of my fervant David I 
*' will fave my people Ifrael,— out of the hand of 
*' all their enemies ^.'' — ** By one offence many 
** were made finners." The way of falvation by 
the covenant of works is for ever barred. God 
eternally rejedled the firft Adam as a head of life 
to his pofterity. The fecond Adam indeed could 
not fail. But his feed are chargeable with mani- 
fold iniquities. His mercy, however, departs not 
from them, as it was taken from the firft A4am, 
according to the tenor of the covenant of . works. 
The calamities of all who continue the feed of 
the firft Adam, like thofe of the pofterity of Saul, 

Vol. II. D d are 
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are penal. But behold the charader of the new 
covenant in the afflidlions of the family of David : 
** I will vilit their tranfgreffion with the rod, and 
^* their iniquity with ftripes. Neverthelefs, my 
** loving-kindnefs will I not utterly take from 
^* him, nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to fail. My co- 
" venant will I not break, nor alter the thing that 
" is gone out of my lu)s ^Z' What could be the 
defign of this, but to Ihew the liability of the co- 
venant of grace, and to declare in the livelieft 
manner, by pattern, that he would not utterly for- 
fake any who belong to it, or fuffer them to fall 
fotally or finally away from him ? Hence the 
bleffings of this covenant, as purchafed by the 
death, and confirmed by the refurreftion of Cbrift, 
are all defigned ** the fure mercies of David V 

None of the pofterity of the firft Adam can 
have life, as holding of him. They can receive 
it only by a new tenure, as becoming the feed of 
the fecond Adam ; as being abfolute debtors to 
his mercy j like Mephiboflieth, ** eating bread al- 
** ways at his table*.'* But in the foul of the 
Chriftian there are flill two*^ oppofite interefts. 
" What will ye fee in the Shulamite ? as it were 
" the! company of two armies^ ?" The advance- 
ment of grace is often very flow, fometimes im- 
perceptible ; but its final vidory is certain. The 
elder Ihall ferve the younger. There are many 
hard combats : but the houfe of David ihall wax 

ftronger 
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ftronger and ftronger, while that of Saul becomes 
weaker and weaker. 

The Spirit of infpiration frequently niarks a 
very important diftindion between the condud 
of God towards the houfe of Ifrael, Confifting of 
the ten tribes which revolted fix)m the femily of 
David, and that towards the houfe of Judah. In 
the courfe of two hundred and fifty-four yegrs, 
the throne of the ten tribes had paffed through 
nine different families. Various kinds of carnal 
policy were employed by Jeroboam the fon of 
Nebat ; as the change of religion, of the place of 
facrifice, and of the priefthood. Thefe fucceeded fo 
far as to keep the ten tribes from returning to the 
dominion of the houfe of David ; but th^y could 
not fecure the fucceffion in any one family. ,Nor 
could all the cruelties exercifed 'by JAu and 
others, towards the feed-royal, give any greater 
fecurity. During this period, the family of Da- 
vid, without any interruption, poffeffed the king- 
dom of Judah. Not till an hundred and thirty- 
four years after the deftruftion of the kingdom of 
Ifrael, were the Jews carried captive to Babylon. 
Even in Babylon, the royal authority was not en- 
tirely taken away from the houfe of David. Af- 
ter feventy years, the tribes of Judah and Benja- 
min, with a few adherents from the remains of 
the ten tribes, were allowed to return to Paleftine, 
and to enjoy a government of their own. Al- 
though this government differed in its form from 
that which preceded the captivity, the fupreme 
authority ftill jcpntinued in the family of David. 
. Dd2 Nor 
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Nor was it entirely withdrawn from this fanuly^ 
till about the time of our Saviour's appearance ; 
when it was«eceffary diat the prophecy of Jacob 
ihoold ^be folfiMcd. The focptne did not depart 
from Jtklah, nor a lawgiver A-om beiiveea his 
feet, till Sfeiloh came* 

Did we view things with the carnal eye, it 
would appear furprifing, and indeed unaccount- 
able, that the throne of Judah fliould be more 
ftabic than that of Ephraini. The former had 
far kfs extent of territory than. the latter. It 
could bear no comparifon as to the number of 
fubjeds. Of confequence, its temporal refourccs 
were greatly inferior. Shall we conclude, there- 
fore, that the kingdom of Judah was preferved 
l^caufe of the fuperior worth of the princes, or 
piety of the people ? Such a conclufion would 
1)6 entirely contrary to the hiftory given in the 
facred records. If we compare the character of 
Judih with that of the ten tribes, when the lat- 
ter were carried captive, we will difcem no 
gromid of preference. Tet the Jfraelites were 
deprived of their national charafter ; while the 
Jews were preierved: The former were carried 
into a captivity from which they have never yet 
returned ; but the captivity of the latter conti- 
nued only for feventy years. Both are faid to be 
.caft out of his fight. But the rejcdion of the ten 
tribes wais penal, that of the Jews merely cor- 
TeSdre. The one was total, the other only tem- 
porary. Of the Ifraelites it is faid ; " They left 
^^ all the commandments of the Lord their God, 
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** and made them molten images, even two calres, 
" and made a grove, and worlbipped all the hoft 
" of heaven, and fcrved Baal. And they caufed 
" their fans and their daughters to pafs through 
" the fire, and ufed divination and inchantment^ 
*' and fold themfelves to do evil in the fight of 
** the Lord, to provoke him to anger. There- 
** fore the Lord was very angry with Ifrael, and 
*' removed them out of his fight, there was none 
^ lefi hut the trihe of Judah only. And Judah 
^* kept not the commandments of the Lord their 
** God, but walked in the Jlatutes of Ifrael which 
** they made. And the Lord rejeiied all the feed 
^* of Ifrael, and afflided them, and delivered them 
" into the hand of fpoilers, until he had caft them 
" out of his fight ?•" It was in the reign of Ho- 
ihea that the Ifraelites were carried captive. Con- 
temporary with him was Ahaz king of Judah. 
Now, obferve his charader. " He walked in the 
** ways of the kings of Ifrael, and made alfo 
" molten images for Baalim. Moreover, he burnt 
*' incenfe in the valley of the fon of Hinnom, and 
** burnt his children in the fire, after the abomi- 
" nations of the heathen whom the Lord had 
** caft out before the children of Ifrael. He fa- ^ 
** crificed alfo, and burnt incenfe on the high 
'* places, and on the hills, and under eVery green 
** tree.*' But although the Lord chaftifed the 
Jews, by fuffering many of tjhem to be taken cap- 
tive by the Ifraelites, he immediately delivered 
them from this captivity ; while he gave up their 

D d 3 fpoilers 
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fpoilers to a perpetual defolation \ If there wa^ 
any preference between thefe guilty nations, it 
belonged to the ten tribes: becaufe, inftead of 
being warned by their awful fate, the Jews con- 
tinued in the fame wicked courfe ; or when they 
profefled to repent, did it hypocritically. " I 
*' faw,'' faith God, " when for all the caufes 
'* whereby backfliding Ifrael committed adul- 
" tery, I had put her away, and given her a bill 
** of divorce : yet her treacherous filler feared 
" not, but went and played the harlot alfo. — ^Yet 
** for all this her treacherous filler Jadah hath 
" riot tutned unto me with her whole heart, but 
" feignedly, faith the Lord. And the Lord faid 
** imto me. The backfliding Ifrael hath jullified 
** hfcrfelf more than treacherous Judah *." 

Thera. is thus no room left to fuppofe, that 
God rejedled the ten tribes becaufe of their apo- 
ftacy, and retained that of Judah. as faithfully 
adhering to him. Both apoflatized ; and Judah 
is reprefented as the mod guilty of the two. What 
re^on then can we affign for the difference of 
their fate ? God was pleafed to difplay his own 
fovereignty. " He refufed the tabernacle of Jo- 
** feph, and chofe not the tribe of Ephraim : but 
/* chofe the tribe of Judah, the mount Zion which 
" he loved V* As little ares we to imagine that 
he left the Ifraelites, becaufe they refufed to re- 
turn to his ordinances ; and preferved the Jews, 
becaufe they obeyed his voice in forfaking their 

courfes 
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cbtirfes of apoftaty. For we have feen that Ju- 
dah turned only feignedly. He could juft as ea- 
fily have retained the ten tribes in adherence to 
his worftiip, or recovered them from their apo- 
ftacy, as he did the Jews. But^ he would make 
it evident that the priefervation of his ordinance^ 
proceeded folely from himfelf ; and that the fafe- 
ty bf Judah depended on his immutable cove- 
nant ; whereas the kingdom of Ephraim had no 
fuch fecurity. " Jehoram walked in the way of 
" the kings of Ifrael^ like as did the houfe of A- 
" hab. — Howbeit the Lord would not deftroy the 
'* houfe of David^ becaufe of the covenant that 
" he had made with David, and as he promi- 
" fed to give a light to him and to his fons for 



*' ever »."• 



We have thus a remarkable figure of the dif- 
ference of the divine conduft towards thofe who 
make the fame profeffion. He fuffers fome to 
*' draw back to perdition," while he preferves 
others, or reclaims them from many partial apo- 
ftacies, although in themfelves no better than the 
former. He fhews that it is He only who " ma- 
" keth to differ.'' The light of one he permits 
to be e?:tinguifhed ; that of another he makes 
to " Ihine more and more uijito a pcrfed day." 
He hath been pleafed to leave the one under the 
power of the old covenants The other hath 
been brought into the bond of the new ; and 
notwithftanding daily departures, and fometimcs 

D d 4 of' 
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of a very heinous nature, he ** remembers hb 
" holy covenant" 

He afflids them for then: iniquities ; but it is 
in meafure. " Hath he fmitten him, as he finote 
'^ thofe that fmote him ? or is he flain according 
" to the flaughter of thofe that are flain by him ? 
" In meafure when it fhooteth forth, thou wilt 
" debate with it : he ftayeth his rough wind in 
" the day of the eail-wind. By this, therefore, 
** (hall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this 
" is all the fruit to take away his fin "/* No pe* 
riod is limited in the threatenings of the deicda- 
tions of Ephraim. But as Tyre was to be ** for- 
** gotten feventy years, according to the days of 
" one king "/* God would fufFer Judah to be af- 
flided only for the fame period, that is^ during 
the ordinary term of the life of a man, the days 
of whofe years are threefcore years and ten ° : 
as if he would give us an emblem of the affic-* 
tions of his own children, which continue only 
during this prefent life,, in which they receive aS 
their " evil things p,'' whereas the punifhment of 
others is eternal. 

IV. The Lord continued his kindnefs to Ju^ 
dah, for David'* s fake. It is generally allowed, 
that he was the mod illuftrious perfonal type of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, who is often exprefsly call% 
ed by his name ^ ; and in this refped he emi- 
nently prefigured him, that, after his death, ma- 
ny 

m Ifa. xxvii. 7.*^. n Ifa. xxui. 15. o FrtL zc zo. 
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ny fi^nal mercies were conferred on his kingdom 
for his fak^. Oh this account God would not ut- 
terly cut off the tribe of Judah, nor even de- 
throne his pdfterity, notwithftanding their wick- 
ednefs. Solomon was chargeable with great apo- 
ftacy. But the Lord would not deprive him of 
any part of the kingdom, nor his fon of the whole, 
** for David his fervant^s fake ^'* Abijam, one 
of his defcendants, was a wicked king. " Ne- 
*^ verthelefs, for David's fake did the Lord his 
^ God give him a lamp in Jerufalem, to fet up 
" his fon after him, and to eftablifli Jerufalem : 
" becaufe David did that which was right in the 
^* eyes of the Lord, and turned not afide from 
** any thing that he commanded him all the days 
" of his life, fave only in the matter of Uriah 
** the Hittite *•'* Joram " walked in the way of 
** the kings of Ifrael, as did the houfc of Ahab* 
^ — ^Yet the Lord would not deftxoy Judah for 
** David his fervant's fake *.*' 

God had refpeft to the obedience and fufler- 
ings of this man " after his own heart.*' He al- 
lowed his people to ufe this as their plea : " Lord, 
*< remember David and all his afflidlions. For 
i' thy fervant David's fake, turn not away the 
" face of thine anointed," Nor was their plea 
tejcfted. This was His gracious anfwer ; " There 
i^ will I make the horn of David to bud : I have 
** ordained a lamp for mine anointed. His ene- 
" mies will I clothe with Ihame : but upon him* 

" felf 
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'• felf (hall his crown flourifti "/' — " My mercy 
" will I keep for him for evermore, and my co- 
" venant fliall ftari^ faft with him. His feed al- 
" fo will I make to endure for ever, and his throne 
" as the days of heaven \" 

David at times feems to plead his own merits 
and to fpeak in language inconfiilent with that 
fenfe of unworthinefs which he elfewhere ex- 
preffiss, and which always becomes a tranfgreflbr. 
One while we find him faying, " The Lord re- 
" warded me according to my righteoufncfs, ac- 
•* cording to the cleannefs of my hands hath he 
" recompenfed me '^'' At another time he fpeaks 
very differently ; " Enter not into judgment with- 
" thy fervant : for in thy light fhall no man li- 
" ving be juftified ^.'' Did the royal prophet 
contradift himfelf ? No, furely. But in the lat- 
ter paflage, he fpeaks properly in his own perfon, 
as a finful man. In the former, he perfonates the 
juft One, whofe " word was in his tongue.'* 

As God promifed that he would not deftroy 
Judah for David's fake, he gives his people a 
precious type of the ground on which he pre- 
ferves them in a ftate of grace, notwithftanding 
the multitude of their provocations. ' It is not 
for their own, but for Chrift's fake. He ever 
remembers all the affli£lions of our New-Tefta- 
ment David, his obedience unto death. There- 
fore he will not utterly caft us off, although we 
daily deferve it. 

Under 
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Under the Old Teftament, the Meffiah, al- 
though not yet come, was exhibited as the fafe- 
guard of the Church in that period. . When, be- 
caufe of prevailing wickednefs, a powerful con* 
federacy was formed by Syria and Ifrael, for the 
utter deftruftion of Judah, fo that both king and 
people were ready to defpair of deliverance ; 
they were both direfted to the promifed Meffiah 
as their blefled fecurity, " The Lord himfelf 
** ihall give you a fign. Behold, a virgin fhall 
" conceive, and bear a fon, and Ihall call his 
" name Immanuel y.** , To the fame quarter were 
they direfted to look for deliverance from the 
powerful army of the king of Aflyria, whofe ir- 
ipaption is thus foretold, by an allulion to an o- 
rer whelming inundation ; " He (hall pafs through 
*' Judah, he (hall overflow and go over, he (hall 
** reach even to the neck, and the (Iretching out 
" of his wings ihall fill the breadth of thy land, 
*• O Immanueiy But their defence lay in this 
very name. The relation which the land bore 
to him who was called by it, was the great de- 
monftration of the arrogance, impiety, and folly 
of the invader. This was the land of Immanuel* 
Its inhabitants, therefore, have the language of 
defiance and of triumph put in their mouths: 
" AlTociate yourfelves, O ye people, and ye (ball 
^* be broken in pieces ; and give ear, all ye of 
" far countries : gird yourfelves, and ye (hall be 
" broken in pieces. Take counfel together, and 
** it (hall come to nought ; fpeak the word, and 

J If*, vii. 14. 
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** it fhall not Hand : for God is with us ^.'* Here 
we have at once the interpretation of the name 
Immanuely and the myftery of their preferva- 
tion. The fame ground of fecurity, againft de- 
ftruftion from the fame fcourge, is otherwife ex- 
preffed afterwards : *^ O my people, that dwelleth 
** in Zion, be not i)fraid of tlie Aflyrian : he (hall 
" fmite thee with a rod, and fliall lift up his ftafF 
** againft thee, after the manner of Egypt/' But 
he fhall be no more able to effedt thy deftrudion, , 
than was Egypt. Thy deliverance fliall refemblc 
that which thou hadft from Pharaoh. " The 
" Lord of hofts Ihall ftir up a fcourge for him : 
" and as his rod was upon the fea, fo fliall he lift 
" it up after the manner of Egypt," with a de- 
ft ruftiofi equally fudden and complete. " It fliall 
" come to pafs in that day, that his burden fliall 
" be taken away from off* thy flioulder, and his 
" yoke from off* thy neck, and the yoke fliall be 
" deftroyed becaufe of th^ anointing *.** 

So intimate is the connexion between the type 
and the antitype, that often, in the language 
of prophecy, the defcription rifes in fo wonder- 
ful a manner, either gradually or all at once, that 
we lofe fight of the lign in the thing fignified. 
Thus, the. evangelical prophet, when proclaiming 
the deliverance of his nation from the yoke of 
Babylon by means of Cyrus, and the confufion of 
idolaters, fuddenly exprefles himfelf as if he had 
been all along fpeaking of the great falvation : 
** I have raifed him up in righteoufiiefs, and 1 
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''will dired all his ways: be fliall build my 
^ city, and he fliall let go my captives. — They 
" fliall be afliamed, and be alfo confounded all 
*' of tjiem : they fliall go to confufion together 
^* that are makers of idols. But Ifrael fliall be 
'* faved in the Lord with an everlajling^ falvation : 
" yc fliall not be afliamed nor confounded world 
" without end ^'* This prophecy concerning the 
falvation of Ifrael could with no propriety be 
underftood of the deliverance from Babyloru It 
can only refpeft that falvation of which Chrift is 
thf author ; that falvation, of which it is an ef- 
fential and unalienable charader, that it is eter^ 
nal\ Here the type brightens into the anti- 
type ; the fliadow difappcars, and the fubftance 
Jbreaks forth into view, 

V. The union of Ifrael unto God, as a peculiar 
people, was another ground of lecurity. The 
Lord avouched them to be his peculiar people ^. 
They were " a people near unto him *'." He 
confirmed to himfelf his people Ifrael, to be a 
jpeople unto him for cvcr^. They were joined 
.to him by an evcrlafting efpoufals, fo that he be- 
came the hufliand of the Church ^ ; whence all 
her apoftacy from him is reprefented under the 
notion of adultery. She bore the name df her 
divine hufliand, as a wife does among men, be- 
faufe legally viewed as one with him : " The 
^* Lord fliall eftablifli thee an holy people unto 

"himfelf. 
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" hirafelf. — And all people of the earth (hall fee 
** that thou art called by the name of the Lord**.*^ 
They enjoyed all the benefit of this union in re- 
lation to the Meffiah. It was " becanfe of the 
** anointing*'' already mentioned. Therefore Chrift 
and his ancient Church are often fpokcn of as one. 
There is a mutual interchange of names between 
them. The glorious Head, and the members of 
the Church, are often exhibited, as if they cor- 
llituted only one perfon. His name is transferred 
to them. They are the Cbrijlsj the anointed of 
God K Elfewhere he condefcends to adopt their 
name. The charaAers, which in one place are 
appropriated to the Church, are in another ap- 
plied to her Lord. " Thou Ifrael art my fervant^ 
** Jacob whom I have cbofen, the feed of Abra- 
** ham my friend. Thou art my fervant, I have 
" chofen thee, and not call thee away ^ .*' — " Be- 
" hold, my fervant whom I uphold, mine eled in 
" whom my foul delighteth ^." They were made 
partakers of this diftinguifhing privilege, and of 
all the benefits flowing from it, only in confe- 
quence of the fovereign choice of Jehovah", 
Therefore, he would not annul all that he had 
done for them in his fovereign mercy : as he de- 
clared by the prophet Samuel ; " For the Lord 
" will not forfake his people, for his great name's 
** fake : becaufe it hath pleafed the Lord to make 
" you his people ".'' Even J^laam was afliired 

of 
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of this : " He hath bleffcd, and I cannot revcrfe 
*' it V' 

Can it be denied, that we have here a lively 
figure of that grace of union which is conferred 
pn all the fpiritual Ifrael, and of the blefTed fecu- 
rity conneded with it ? They are " a peculiar 
" people P." They are " made nigh by the blood 
" of Chrift ^," united to the Father as their God 
and Father in him. They are married to Jefus 
as their hufband, betrothed unto him for ever '. 
In as far as Chriftians depart from their holy pro- 
feffion, they have the fame charafter given to 
them, which we find fo often applied to God's an- 
cient people. They are " adulterers and adultc- 
** refles\*' In common with their Lord, all true 
believers bear the honourable name of Chrift ^ 
They are viewed as one in law with him ; as 
dead and rifen with him ; as partakers of the 
fame complete juftification, of which his refur- 
reftion was the evidence j as ^* made the righ- 
" teoufnefs of God in him.*' By virtue of this 
union, they are eternally freed from condemna- 
tion. J'or " there is no condemnation to thenj 
'• who are in Chrift Jefus.'' God hath blefled, 
and who can reverfe it ? " It is God that jufti- 
'* fieth, and who is he that condemneth ?" All 
this bleflednefs flows from the^j election. They 
are ** blefled with all fpiritual bleflings in hea- 
^* venly places in Chrift Jefus, according as God 

'' hath 
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^^ hath choiieQ them in him before the foundation 
**ofthe world V 

VI. God would not altogether deftroy his ancient 
people, becaufc there was ftill a precious y^^rf pre- 
fcrved among them. In the worft times the Lord 
retained a tithe for himfelf. Hence, eyen with re- 
fpedt to a time when there ihould " be a great for- 
** faking in the midft of the land," it is promifed ; 
** Yet in it (hall be a tenth, and it fhall return, and 
^^ fhall be eaten : as a teil tree, and as an oal^ 
*' whofe fubftancc is in them, when they caft 
*' their leaves : fo the holy fied Ihall be the 
" fubftance thereof^. — ^Thus faith the Lord, As 
" the new wine is found in the clufter, and one 
** faith, Deftroy it not, for a blefling is in it : fo 
** will I do for my fervants fake, that I may not 
" deftroy them all ^." 

In like manner, the child of God cannot " work 
** fin ;" he cannot again fall under its dominion, 
and be fubjeded to the curfe ; " for his feed re- 
** maineth in him ^'' He is " born of the in- 
" corruptible feed of the word y/* He therefore 
cannot fin ** imto death ^'* This is an effential 
charadler of the feed of the word, that it pre- 
fcrves from the total corruption in which the un- 
renewed lie, and from that final apoftacy into 
which they falL* 

VII. It was one of the diftinguiftiing privileges 
of the Ifraelites, that .God gave them his Spirit. 

Befides 

XL Eph. i. 3. t Ifa. ▼!. 13, w lii. Ut. S. XI John ill ^^ 

J I Pet. f. «3. , z 1 John v. 16, 18. 
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Bcfides the gracious operations of the Spirit, 
which were confined to the eled among' them, 
his influences were communicated, for the bene- 
fit of Ifra,el in general, in a variety of ways. He 
was given as a Spirit of infpiration to the pen- 
men of Scripture, for the inftruftion of the Church, 
as Nehemiah acknowledges : " Thou gaveft thy 
** good Spirit to inftrud them ^*' He was com- 
municated as a Spirit of prophecy, and alfo of mi- 
raculous operation. By him were men fuppli^d with 
an extraordinary degree of bodily ftrength, with 
wifdom for government, with fortitude for war, 
with eminent qualifications for works of art\ They 
** rebelled, and vexed his Holy Spirit.'* Yet he 
(till continued among them : and this is pointed 
out as a fpecial ground of confolation under trial, 
and as an antidote againft fear. When the Jews 
were difheartened, becaufe the glory ©f their fecond 
temple was fo far inferior to that of the firft, the 
following meflage was delivered by the prophet 
Haggai ; "I. am with you, faith the Lord of 
" hofts ! according to the word that I covenanted 
" with you when ye came out of Egypt, fo toy 
"Spirit remaineth among you: fear ye nots" 
They enjoyed the prefence of God in this refped:; 
as a pledge of prcfervation from total deftrudion ; 
•* / am with thee, faith the Lord, to fave ^hee r 
" though I make a full end of all nations whither 
•* I have fcattered thee, yet will I not make a full 
** end of thee J." 
' Vol. n. Ee This 

a Neh. ix. 20. '"b See 0v»cn on the S^it, B. ii. chap. !• 

c Hag. ii. 4, 5. tl Jer. xxx. 11. 
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This was undoubtedly a blefled emblem of the 
(afety of all believerg, as ** builded up for an ha- 
" bitation of God through the Spirit.'' He is 
conferred on them in all his gifts and graces, ac- 
cording to the ftate of the Church, or their pecu- 
liar calls. He adts in them all, as "the Spirit of 
" wifdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
' " Chrift." He fupplies them with fortitude in 
their fpiritual warfare ; and by him they are 
** ftrengthened with all might in the inner man." 
Some, like Bezaleel and Aholiab of old, are fur- 
nilhed with peculiar gifts for labouring in the 
work of the fan<3:uary ^ Often do his people 
provoke their gracious God. But he deals with 
them, as he did with David. He cafts them not 
away from his.prefence ; nor takes his Holy Spi- 
rit from them. On the contrary, he brings them 
to evangelical repentance, thus reftores to them 
the joy of his falvation, and upholds them with 
hhfree Spirit ^; with the influences of that Spi- 
rit, who is no lefs fovereign in all his operations 
on the renewed foul, than he was in the work of 
regeneration itfelf. The very defign of the mif- 
fion of this gracious Comforter, is that he may 
tbide with them for ever ^ ; and " feal" them, as 
the Lord's peculiar treafure, " unto the day of 
** redtmption *"." 

viii. God often faved Ifrael, in the day of their 
provocation, or of their danger, at the intercejjion 

of 

e Exod. xsij.r — 5. f Pfal. li. 1>, II. g John xiv. i5. 

h Jiph. 1. ij, 14.; V. 30, 
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of his fervants. Thus Mofes interceded for the 
people, when God threatened to deflxoy them be- 
caufe of their idolatry ; .and afterwards, when 
they murmured at the report of the fpies : and in 
both inftances his interceffion was fuccefsful **. 
When they rebelled becaufe of the difplay of di- 
vine vengeance againft Korah and his aflbciates, 
and the plague brake forth among them, Aaron 
ran into the midft of the congregation, with his 
flaming cenfer in his hand, and made atonement. 
He " flood between the living and the dead, and 
" the plague was flayed /* David, in like man- 
ner, after he had h^mfelf provoked the Lord by 
numbering the people, made interceffion, as he 
alfo offered facrifices, " So the Lord was en- 
" treated for the land, and the plague was flayed 
" from Ifrael ^^ 

Many other inftances might be given of the 
fuccefs of interceffion in the experience of Ifrael. 
But it is evident, that thefe three perfons, in all 
the inftances mentioned, a6ted exprefsly as types 
of Chrift ; and as prefiguring both the truth, and 
the fuccefs, of his interceffion, Mofes z£ktd as a 
Mediator between God and his people ; Aaron as 
" the faint, the holy One, of God ;" David as his 
Anointed. There was fomething highly emble- 
matical in the very circumftances of their inter- 
ceffion. Mofes propofed to make an atonement 
for the fin of Ifrael. He, as has been feen in a 
former fedion, exprefled his rcfolution to devote 

E e 2 himfelf 

i Exod xxxii. 10. 30.— 32. ; Numb. xiv. 11.— 10. 

k Numb. ZTi. 47, 4S. 1 2 Sam. zxiv. 17, 25. 
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himfeif for them, ** If thou wilt," he fays, " for- 
" give their fin : and if not, blot me, I pray thee, 
** out of thy book which thou haft written." The 
Man of God fcems determined either to perifli 
with, or for, his beloved Ifrael ; unwilling to en- 
joy any mercy that he might not hold in com- 
mon with them, Aaron ruftied in between the 
vengeance of the Almighty and offending IfraeL 
He fubftituted himfeif as a mark for the arrows 
of divine wrath. David did the fame. When 
he faw the angel that fmote the people, he faid 
unto the Lord ; " Lo, I have finned, and I have 
" done wickedly : but thefe fheep. what have 
" they done ? Let thine hand, I pray thee, be 
*' againft me." In all this> do we not fee the 
charafter, and the condud, of the good Shepherd, 
who laid down his life for the ihecp, who inter- 
cedes for them on the ground of the atonement 
he hath made ? ** If any man fin, we have an 
" advocate with the Father, JefusChrift the righ- 
" teous: and he is the propitiation for our fins"'." 
Satan would have us, that he might iift us as 
wheat : and when he fifts, he wiihes to retain no- 
thing but the chaff in his fieve. But Jefus prays 
for US, that our faith fail not ". " If, when we 
*' v;erc enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
'' the dfeath of his Son : much more, being recon- 
" ciled, wc ihaU be faved by bis life%" ae our 
interceding High-pticft. Did the Lord fay to 
Mofcs, " i have pardoned according to thy word?" 
And may we not be aflTared, that the Father grants 

to 

jfi 1 John ii. 1, a» n lukc xjtii. 31, 3a. Rom. v. 10. ; Hrb. vii. iiS- 
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to the true JMediator " all his heart's defire ;'' and 
particularly when he alks in behalf of his people 
" life of him, even lengtli of days for ever and 
" everP?" Did he accept of the typical facri- 
fices, and of the fmoke of incenfe, as making atone- 
ment ? Were thefe of any worth in his fight ? 
No, furely ; but in as fur as they prefigured the 
perfeft atonement and everrprevalent interceflion 
of our glorious Surety. 

IX. The ancient people of God were pr^^fcrvcd 
from deftrudlion, by a conflant excrcife of al- 
mighty ^o-zi/^r, by the hand of that Angel whom 
he promifed as their leader. This glorious An- 
gel, as has been formerly obfervcd, was no other 
than our Lord Jefus Chrift, ading as " the Mef- 
** fenger of the covenant ;'* and, according to 
the character of that difpenfation, figuratively 
manifefting the nature of his office with rcfpecfl 
to all who are Ifraelites indeed. Concerninn^ him 
the Father declared ; " Behold, I fend an Angel 
*' before thee, to keep thee, in the way, and to 
** bring thee into the place which I hnvc prepa- 
*' red'i.''^ It was this Angel of God's- prefencc, 
who " faved them, — bare them, and carried them 
" all the days of old %** He exercifed unrernit- 
ted watchfulnefs over them. Hence it is faid ; 
" He will not fuffer thy foot to be moved. — 
" Behold^ he that keepeth Ifrael fliall neither 
" flumber nor fleep\*' His tender care of his 
people is reprefented imder the mofl exprcffive 
E e 3 metaphors 

p Pfal. xxi. 2. 4. q Exo<l. xxiii. lo. r Ifa. Ixlii. p. s ViA, cvxi, 3 4. 
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metaphors. He appeared as the " Shepherd of 
" Ifrael, who led Jofeph as a flock ^" He had 
promifed to Abraham that to his feed he .would 

• give " all the land of Canaan for an everlafling 
" pofleflion '." — He accordingly " led them on 
" fafely, fo that they feared not ; — and he brought 
** them to the border of his fandluary, even to 
" this mountain which his right hand had pur- 
" chafed /* " He led him about, he inftrudted 
" him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. As 

^ " an eagle ftirreth up her neft, fluttereth over her 
" young, taketh them, beareth them on her wings ; 
" fo the Lord alone did lead him ^." It was the 
privilege of the literal Ifrael, as being externally 
** an holy people," to be preferved by Chrift ; as 
Mofes fings : " Yea, he loved the people ; all his 
" faints are in thy hand *•" As really as his raer-» 
cy was confpicuous in their redemption, his power 
was difplayed in their continued prefervation : 

^* Thou in thy mercy haft led forth the people 
" whom thou haft redeemed : thou haft guided 
** them in thy Jlrengtb unto thy holy habitation x." 
Often, as the punifliment of their iniquities, he 
fuffered them to be for a time led captive by ' 
their heathen foes, whom he " left to prove If- 
** rael.*' But when they cried unto him, he ftill 
delivered them ^ The lamp that God lighted up 
among them, often became, through their own 
wickedncfs, like " a fmoking flax." But he 

would 

t Pral Ixix. i. n. Gen. xvii. %, v Ffal. Ixxviii. 53. 54. 

w Dcut. xxxii. TO — ra. x Dcut. xxxiii. 3. y £xod. rv. i> 
2 Jud£. iiu X. p. 25. vi. 6. 14. ace. 
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Wduld not fufFer it at any time to be totally ex- 
tinguiftied, becaufe it was ordained for his an- 
nointed. Thfeir prefervation, iddefed^ feems to bo 
folely the efFed: of one continued miracle. No^ 
thing but the wonderful operation of divine power 
could have pteferved them in Egypt, when the 
whole nation cohfpired for their deftru<9:ion. 
During forty years were they miraculoufly fup- 
ported in the Wildernefs. The heavens gaVc 
them bread, and the flinty rock fupplied them 
with water. Had their nourifhing dew been 
withheld, or the rock been dried up, for a few 
days ; the whole people mull have perifhed. Al- 
though fupported by ordinary means, after they 
Were brought to Canaan, their deliverances were 
often entitely miraculous ; and their continued 
prefervation, in the midft of fo many powerful 
nations, that ftill fought to deftfoy them, can 
fcarcely be viewed in any other light. 

Now, as we are certain that this tender care 
was no ways merited by Ifrael, it is no lefs evi- 
dent that all the glory that redounded to God, 
from the difplays of his mercy and power, in thdr 
outward deliverance, cannot reafonably be viewed 
as an objed in itfelf fufficiently worthy of the 
means employed. If We do not view their won- 
derful prefervation as ftridly typical of the pre- 
fervation of a people formed by God for himfelf, 
in a far fuperior way to fhew forth his praife ; 
we muft be for ever at a lofs to perceive infinite 
wifdom in this feries of miracles. It woujd feem 
to be but a wafte of mercy and of power, if they 
E e 4 were 
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were never meant to fubferve fome higher end* 
But for our fakes efpecially were thefe things 
done, and for our fakes were they written, that 
we might know that our help cometh only from 
the Lord. 

The very language, which is ufed in the Old 
Teftament with refpeft to the prefervation of this 
peculiar people, is in the New, appropriated to 
them who believe. The fame Angd of the co- 
venant ftabliflies his faints, and keeps them from 
evil "• He could teftify to his Father, that, while 
he was in the world, he had kept them in. his 
name^. While about to leave it, he faid to 
them ; " 1 go to prepare ^ place for you. And — 
^* I will come again, and receive you imto my- 
"felf, that where I am, there ye may be alfo *^." 
As ** the good Shepherd, he calleth his own Iheep 
" by name, and leadeth them out : and when he 
" putteth forth his own ftieep, he goetb before 
" them." Concerning them he gracioufly faith ; 
" I give unto them eternal life, and they fhall 
" never perifli, neither Ihall any pluck them out 
" oi my hand\'*^ When they are^begotten again, 
^ it is ** to a lively hope, — to an inheritance " far 
furpaffing that which was its figure, " an inheri- 
•* tance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fa- 
" deth not away, referved in heaven for them, 
" who are kept by the power of God, through 
" faith unto falvation .'^ That gift of the Spirit, 
of which we have already fpoken, is evidently 

defcribcd 

a 2 Tbcf. iii. 3. b Jobn xvil. la, c John xiv. t. 3. 

dfjohn X. 3. 4. 18. c I Pet. x. 3.-5. 
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defcribed ia language borrowed from the typical 
mercies of Ifrael. It is " the earneft of our inbe- 
" rjtance, until th,e redemption of the purchafed 
** pofleffion f." All who are " fanftified by God 
** the Father,'^ are " preferved in Chrift Jefus r.'* 
He does not entirely deliver them from their 
fpiritual enemies. He ** flays them not, left his 
** people fliould forget ^^" Paul, as a renewed 
perfon, thus declares his experience ; ** I fee ano- 
" ther law in riiy membei's, warring againft the 
** law of my mind, and bringing me into capti- 
** vity to the law of fin which is in my mem- 
" bers." Hence his people complain of wretch- 
cdnefs. But by faith they are aflured of deliver- 
ance through Jefus Chrift their Lord '• Grace 
in their fouls is often as " a fmoking flax." But 
fo gracious is their almighty Redeemer, that the 
" fmoking flax fliall he hot quench, till he fend 
^* forth judgment unto vidory k.'' 

If a miracle be fomething entirely beyond the 
power of nature, \vhat is the prefervation of the 
children of God but a continued miracle. As 
they were at firft " born from above," the whole 
of thofe fupplies that are neeeflfary for the fupport 
of this life come from the fame quarter. They 
feed on ** the hidden manna." They drink of 
** the pure river of the water of life." They 
continue in a wildernefs, where there is neither 
bread nor water for their fouls. They are en- 
compaflTed with pits, and fnares, and beafts of 
prey ; conftantly fighting with enemies, and ef- 

pecially 

fEph. 1.14. g Jude f. b P£il. llx. II. i Rjm, \Ii. 73 — ?5. 
kMatth. xii. 20. 
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pecially with a body of fin in their own hearts. 
The power that preferves them from perifhing, in 
fuch circumftances, is entirely fupernatural. 

The docftrine of divine confervation affords 
encouragement to the children of God, when la- 
bouring under a fenfe of guilt that threatens to 
overwhelm them, or when they may be apt to 
conclude that fin is about to regain its empire 
in their hearts. Thofe who never felt the ar- 
rows of the Almighty, or who ftill continue ftran- 
gcrs to the dreadful power of fin in the foul, may 
depreciate this dodrine as at beft unprofitable. 
But it cannot be viewed in this light by any who 
know what is meant by " a wounded fpirit, or 
who have been ** toffed with tempeft." In fuch 
a fituation, a believing view of the eternity and 
immutability of divine love, of its fovereignty as 
overlooking our continued unworthinefs, can alone 
give relief. . Hither alfo muft we turn our eye 
for comfort, when fin rages and. threatens to de- 
ftroy. This is the confolation that God himfdf 
exhibits : " Sin fliiall not have dominion over 

. ** you ; for ye are — under grace. — He that halh 
" begun a good work, will perform it unto the 
" day of Jefus Chrift." 

We may alfo learn, that although the believer 
is fecured in a ftate of grace, no room is left for 
the indulgence of carnal fecurity, do encourage- 
ment is given to continue in fin. Many decry 
this dodrine, as if it were adverfe to the inte- 

. refts of holinefs. The contrary is clear from the 
hiftory of God*s ancient people. Even while he 

proclaimed 
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proclaimed the eternity of his love, he denoun- 
ced the fevercft judgments as the punifhment of 
apoftacy ; and when they aftuaily departed from 
him, he fulfilled his threatenings, . ** He deli- 
^^ vered his ftrength into captivity, and his glory 
" into the enemies hand." God would not break 
his covenant with David, notwithftanding his 
great trefpafs in the matter of Uriah. But did 
the divine conduft afford any encouragement to 
him, or to any believer, to fin ? Was not David 
informed, that therefore the fword ftiould never 
depart from his houfe : and was not this threaten- 
ing awfully verified in fucceeding generations ? 

In a fimilar manner does he deal with the people 
of his love, when they provoke him by their ini- 
quities. He withdraws from them the light i of 
his countenance, fuffers them to be led into cap- 
tivity for a time by the power of their lufts, and 
to lofe the perfuafion of his covenant-love. They 
are tried, it may be, ever after with darknefs 
as to their eternal ftate. The Almighty, per- 
haps, gives a command to his terrors to " fet 
*' themfelves in array'* againft them. Or, they 
are buffeted by Satan, by means of the moll 
horrid temptations. Or, he chaftens them out- 
wardly by fevere bodily afflictions, by great 
temporal calamities, affeding their fubftance or 
reputation ; by removing their deareft earthly 
comforts, " the defire of their eyes." Can thefe 
things be viewed as no check to fin ? Is the foul 
of a Chriftian caft in fiich a mould, that nothing 

but 
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but the fear of eternal perdition can prevail with 
him ? 

Notwithftanding the declarations of the per- 
petuity of God's love to his ancient people, they 
had no encouragement to expeft the renewed evi- 
dences of this love, unlefs they returned to him 
from whom they had revolted ^. Such is his 
condud: towards his fpiritual Ifrael. The Lord 
ftill fays ; " I will go and return to my place, 
" till they acknowledge their iniquity.'* Ac- 
cording to the divine teftimony, they have no rea- 
foij to exped deliverance from judgments, or the 
rene,wed manifeftations of his love, without turn- 
ing from their evil ways. 

We may add to thefe confiderations, that when 
there appeared any thing like true repentance 
among God's ancient people, it always efpecially 
proceeded from a fenfe of his love. The great 
argument, which he employed to enforce, not 
merely the firft precept, but the whole law, 
is founded on the principle \ of gratitude ; and 
the very fame which he ftill renders feffedual 
with his children : ** I am the Lord thy God, 
" which have brought thee out of the land of 
*' Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage. Thou 
" fhalt have no other gods before me. Thou 
" Ihalt not bow down," &c. The fevereft judg- 
ments with which they were vifited, never brought 
them back to a fenfe of duty. When a lincere 
or general reformation took place, they were 

principally 
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principally afFeded by a lifcovery of federal 
love K This is a proof, among many others, that 
the dodrine we have illuftrated, inftead of be- 
ing an encouragement to fin, can alone prove a 
proper incitement to duty. It is thus in the ex- 
perience of the children of God. When they 
feel the rod only, they are ^* as a bullock unac- 
" cuftomed to the yoke/' But the love of Chrift, 
when flied abroad in their hearts, efpecially w^hen 
manifefted in its glorious fovereignty and immu- 
tability, conjlraineth them. 

This doftrine, in a word, fupplies us with con- 
folation under the greateft adverfities. The Lord 
often feverely afflided that nation, or that fa- 
mily, which he had chofen. But he did it in 
love. This was defigned for our inftruAion. 
How feverely foever we may be afflidcd, let us 
not for this reafon call in queftion the Iqve of 
God. Still he faith to us ; "I will never, never 
" leave thee. — My love will I not, take from him. 
*' When thou pafleft through the w atcrs, I will 
** be with thee, and through the rivers, they Ihall 
" not overflow thee : when tliou walkeft through 
" the fire, thou flialt not be burnt, neither ftiall 
** the flames kindle on thee. For I -am the Lord 
" thy God, the holy One of Ifrael, thy SaviourJ*^ 
We may be fully aflTured, that even our afflic- 
tions, iuftcad of tending to our deftrudion, are 
meant in fubferviency to our falvation ; that they 

" work 

1 % Chron. xx. .—9. ; xxx. 6. p. ; Ezra ix. 8, p. 13. 15. ; Neh. ix. 7. 
•^31.; Lan. ix. 4,^. 15. 18. 
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** work together for gtod ;" — ^that " when we are 
" judged, we are chaftened of the Lord, that we 
" fhould not be condemned with the world ;" 
that he chaftens us " :or our profit, that we may 
** be partakers of his holinefs ;" and that he will 
at length put this fong in our mouths, " We went 
** through fire and through water ; but thou 
'♦ broughteft us out into a wealthy place,'* 
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A. 

. ydBEL^ whence denominated righteous, ii. 299. — 301. Ina^ 
port of the name, 306. 

Ahrahamy his faith, i. 1 26, 127. ; ii. 379. Fidelity and piety 
of his fervant, 261. Vifion of the Furnace and Lamp, 324. 
Seed promifed to him, 387. — 389. 

jibrahamy the God ofy reafon of this charadler, ii. 3?. — 36. 

Ahydenusy his account of the Deluge, i. 94. 

Achahy remarkable difplay of Providence in his death, ii. 294, 
295. ; in the punifhment of his pofterity, 291. — 293. 

Achauy what is taught by his punifhment, ii. 98. — loi. 

AdonihnAy his punifhment, ii. 85. 

Adoptiotiy of Ifraei, what it fignified, i. 360. — 366. 

Advantages arifing from the hiflorical mod? of writing, i. 223* 
—270. , 

AJlicIlony the lot of God's children, i. 375. — 379. Divine fo- 
vereignty difplayed in this, ii. 247. 

Ahary why only one allowed under the law, i. 307. 

Angelty good and evil, the hofts of God, ii. 60. Divine So- 
vereignty manifefted towards them, 2 1 0.-2 1 7. Some clew- 
ed, /3. All who fell, rejeded, 213. 

Angel of Jehovah, who he is, ii. 43, 44. His appearances, 

3'7.-324- 
Apiony the Egyptian, his teftimony concerning the Jews, i. 61. 

Artapanusy his teftimony concerning the Magicians in Egypt, 

i. 67. coticeming Mofes, 68. the divifion of the Red Sea, 69. 

/ifphahttesy Lake, account of, i. 87.-89. 

* Atonement^ 
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jitonementy great day of, i. 454.-458. Neceflity of this, by a 
Divine Perfon, taught by the Mpfaic economy, ii. 86. loi. 

104, 105. This do<5trine not oppofed to the Grace of Oo^y 

105, 106. Illuftrated, 346.-369. ' Made, by the punifh- 
ment of the guilty, 347. ; by a price, 348. ; by fubftitution, 
349- 

B. 

BaaJ't ccntrovcrfy between Jehovah and him, how decided, 

ii. 26. 
Baal-pnr^ worfhip of, i. 1 74. 
Balaam^ an unexceptionable witnefs to the truth of RevelatioiH 

i. 185. 
Jitauii's of Sacred Hiftory, i. 207.-223. 
Bt'if?^ of God, mufl be matter of faith, 11. 2. 
Bi'l^'fjjzzarf made the fm of Nebuchadnezzar his own, ii. 125.- 

127. His guilt, how aggravated, 129, 130. Circumftances 

of his punilhmcnt, 289, 290. 
Bcro/uj, his account of the Deluge, i. 89.-94. 
Bil/fc'y tlio molt proper book for youth, i. 179, 180^ 
Bcncbrrj of man under fin, i. 281. -283. 
IjuJJj burulng, what it prefigured, ii. 325, 326. 

C. - 

Calrty punitive jullicc difplayed as to him, ii. 74. Origin of 

' his depravity, 299,-301. 

Canaan, tlic curie entailed on his poftcrity bccaufc of the fin 
of ILini,. ii. 109. 

Cdn.un, this land typical of a better red, J. 405.-408:' Divi- 
^ Jed by lot, 409. ' 

Canaciriicsy fame o{ tliem, who fled before Jofhua, faid tO have 
f.'Ulcd in Africa, ii. 154, 155. Tnc wickednefs of thefe 
nations, 15S. 'Dieir obduracy, 163. The command to 
©xtcrniin^Ue them, conallent with Juftice, 165. ; ^^^th Wil- 
dom, 169;; with Goodnefs, 171. It had no tendency to 
render the ifiaclites fanguinary, 1 75.-1 83. 

Cr.rn.d corjiilenci'y prohibited, i. 338. 

Ccnfrs, ufed by the company of Koran, preferred as a zre- 

mcrial, i. 24, 

Cerfmonia! 
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C^emomal law, illilftrates dTvine holinefs, ii. 72, " 

Cbtldren^ the death of, a proof of Original Sin* 11. 5o8» 309. 

Chknefe^ their account of an uniyerfal deluge> i» 9 j. 

Churchy her hiftory contained in the Scriptures^ i. 185, 186. 
Her unity j^ 199, 200. 

Ghr^y death ofy expiatory, L 1 94* The whole of Sacred Hiftory 
refers to him, 215, He taught by Parables, 266 ; by Ex- 
amples, 267. Rejected by all in their natural ftate, 287, 
288. The Leader and Captain of his people, 334*-538. 
Divides tte heavenly Canaan, 409, The Fruit of the Earth, 
413. His Refurredion, prefigured by the oflFering of the 
Firft-Fruits, 412. His {liflFerings afford the greateft dift* 
play of divine Holinefs and Juftice, ii. 102, 103. The Seed 
of the Woman, 312. 316. His Sacrifice, 366.-369» 

Chrcumclfipny what was taught by this ordinance, ii. 310. 331. 

Cloud of Glory, a (landing memorial of the truth of the Re- 

. velation given to the Ifraelites, i. 26.-30. Pillar of Cloud, 
typical, 333, 334. 440, 441. Prelude of the Incarnation, 
ii. 328. 

Coats of Ikins, what they fignified, ii. 370.-375- 

Concatmatlon of circumftances, in Providential operation, ii. 
271.-278. 

Conceptiofty the curie written in this, ii, 310.- 31 2. See Mtra^ 
culous. Examples of, beyond the ordinaiy cprurfe of na- 
ture, 339,-343. 

Conjervat'ton of Believers illuftrated, ii, 41 0.-446. 

Contingent events, a parti<;ular Providence manifefte^ in them, 
ii, 293.-295. 

Corintby church of, corruptions in, i, 391. 

Com, an handful of, this expreiTion applied by the Jews to the 

Meffiah, i, 413, 414- N. 
Covenant^ mode of making one, ii, 356.-358. 
Covenant of Works, both the grace and fovcreignty of God 

manifefted in it, ii, 206.-209. 
Covenant of Grace, hiftory of, i, 188. 
Covfnanty made at Sinai, whether to be viewed as a mere Pif- 

penfation, i, 350.-357- ^^^^r^^ efpecially to the Surety-* 

fliip of Chrift, 356. 
Vol. n. ?f Covenant i 
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CovenaM; of Dvtjt kt nature under tjie New Teftanmity It 
358^560. Breach of it ieverely jiimiflied, iL 151. 

Creation^ heatben accounts ofy i, 95.-101. Account of k m 
Scripture, worthy of God, 147.-15K The hiftory of the 
old creation illuftrates ^e new, 153 5 ii, 381. -3 84. God's 
power dtfplajed in creation, linked with his miraculous op«^ 
ration, and the completion of Prophecy, a comhined proof 
of bis being ^ only true God, ii, 24.-^6. Illuftrates the 
do^rine of a nurmHty of Felons in the dirtne efience, 40. 
Contains rarious difplays of fbrereignty, 198.^202. 

Cut of from hit peoflif meaning of the phraie, i, 341. •349. 

Cyrus^ why palled God's Jinmtsi^ ii, 238. His work, 239^ 
240* 

i>. 

IkfviJf the progreffive and hardening nature of fin, iHuftrated 
from the hiftory of his fall, i, 249.-25 1. Covenant of royal- 
ty with him, what it fignified, ii, 41 5* 

Deaths its reign illuftrated frqm the hiftory of the antediluvian 
Patriarchs, i, 243, 244. 

Decrees of God, unfolded in Scripture, i, 181. -183. Means 
and end infeparably conne^ed, ii. 163-165. 

'Deluge% account of it given by heathen writers, i, 89.-95. Its 
e£Peds, i56.-i63, iStriking chara^er of the hiftory of it, 
235.-241. Contains an awful di^lay of divine Juftice^ ii^ 
76^80. 

Defravity J humath Yii^OTj oft i, 169.- 1 75. Progrefs of, in the 
world, ih.; in the heart, 177.-179. Fruits of it, 179. Evi- 
dences, ii, 297-313. Its Univerfality, 301. 

Diodorus Sicuksf his teftimony concerning the divifion of the 
Red Sea, i, 70. 

JDrttvmg of water, in the Feaft of Tabernacles, i, 442. 



Meurtk curfed on account of the fm of man \ evidences of thi^ 
i, 156..163. 
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E^ypAmut their Cofinogonj^ i, 99 ; their aicfmnathttf trhat> 173* 

Vilenefs of their Worfliip, ii, 7, 6. 
EUSioaf of AngelSf ii» 210 ; of Nations, 227 % of Individualst 

219. That of Nations, terminating in a choice of ladi- 

vidaals, 22;. 
EUmentSf God's hoft, ii^ 66. 
f £, judgments on him and his houfe, ii, 115. 
JSJ^ai, his plan for deciding the controverff between Jehovah 

and Baal, ii, 26. His hiftory a proof of perfbnal eledion, 

227. 
JSRzaiettf her conception a fign, ;ii, 54a-543« 
Enocbj his walking with God, i, 246* 248. 
JEnoSf meaning of this name, ii, 306, 307. 
MfihtTp the book of, an hiflory of Providence, ii, 274.-278. 
JSijtf, meaning of this name, ii, 298, 375. 
ExampU^ infufficient to account for the fyixiptoms or univerfa- 
lity of human depravity, ii, 298.-302. 



FcUhy Its nature and ezercife taught by example, i, t25.«t27* 

This the life required of the people of God, 379.-384. They 

die in faith, 382. It finds great enco ur a g e m ent in God'f 

character as a Creator, ii, 26. 
JFeiibfmUufi of God, in preferving his people, ii, 413.* 
/Vii7, traditions concerning this among the Heathen, L 103.* 

106. 
FamUUtf Societies, and Nations, how God pnniihes them, ii, 

143, 144. 151. 
Father*^ their iniquities vifited on their Children, ii, 108.-144. 

Objedions anfwered, I44.*i52. 
Feafit among the Jews. See Paffover^ Peniecofi^ Haroefiy Weeh^ 

Tatemackif Ingathering* 
Feufimg on a facrifice, ii, 358, 377. 
Ftddky of the Sacred Writers, i, 208. Recorded their own 

errors, 210, 2ii. 
Fufi'FrmU prefigu^ the Refurre^tion of Chrift, i, 412* * 
For^^venefsf why called a covering of liny ii> 363. 
fwruacc^ imoking, vilion of, ii, 324* 

rf3 o. 
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GedJfSy Dr, his do^nne with refpeft to the peftrn(5lion of Af 
Canaanites, ii, 1B3. Refutationof.it, i84.-i93, 

penealogieSf contained in Scripture, ufe of, 1, 191, 192. 

Cen^f book of, the hiftory recorded here necefTary in con^ 
nexion with that of the Ifraelites, and as laying' a founda; 
dation for, or iUuftrating many of the legal ordinances, i, 
70.-83. ' ^ * 

Gsbeomtesy their prefervation a (landing teftimony of the truth 
of the hiftory of Ifrael, i, 30.-33.; ii, 191.-193. Saul's 
pofterity punifhed on account of his conduct towards them. 
III. 

Gukofif would not have the judiciary power fecured to him- 
felf, or his pofterity, i, 311; Appearance of the Angel- 
Jehovah to him, ii. 321. His vidtory typical, 391 9-394* 

Giving of the LaWf Feaft of, i. 421, 429. 

Glory of the Lord, ii, 328. See Cloud, 

God of Ahrahamy Ifaac^ and Jacob, reafon of this defignadoBt 

}u 32.-3 <5. 
Gods of the Heathen, judgments ofi them, ii, 1 9.-2 2. 
Qavemment of the Ifraelites, typical, i, 308.-349. 
Grace of God, not injured, but difplayed, by the dodrine of 

atonement, ii, 105, 106. 
CrifiZf^ accumulation of, ii, 128. Its aggravation, 129.-131. 

. H. 

ffanif as the punlflmient of his crime, the curfe entailed on his 

pofterity, ii, 109. . 
Haman, wonderful difplay of Providence with refpeifl to him, 

ii, 274 -278 ; 284, 285. 
Handsy why laid on the head of a criminal, ii, 95. ; and of 9^ 

yi<5lim, 96, 351. 
HarvfJ}^ Feaft of, i, 421, 
Hehrt of Man, hiftory of, i, 175.-179. ; its corruption, Und. 

Neceffity of almighty power for changing it, ii, 3 80.-40 1. 

Heatbm 
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HiOtben Nations, hiftory of, calculated for guarding the Ifrael- 
ites againft imitating their finful courfes, i, 255,-25^* Meail 
ideas of the Divine Nature, ii, ii. 14, Judgments on their 
go^s, 19 

Heathen Writers, teAinlonies of, as to the truth of the Hiftory 
of Ifrael, i| 52^70. 

Herod^ his fm and puniftiment, ii, 190, 291. 

Hexeiiahf his iniquity vifited on his children, ii, 117, 118. 

Ht/iory^ Sacred, its matter adapted for making the deepeft 
impreffion, i, 235.-241. Its form, 241.-244. 

HoUfieff of God, how difplayed, ii, 71. -73. 

Hofannat meaning of this afcription, i, 445;-448. 

Htjfisf the Lord of^ this name explained, ii, 59-70. Angels 
and devils are his hofts, 60.; wicked men, 61. His own 
People, 63., efpecially Minifters of the Gofpel, 64, ; the 
heavenly bodies, ib. ; the elements, 66- ; all irrational crea- 
tures, 67. Comfort arifmg from this cl^ara<aer, 69. 

Humanity t its interefts fecured by the law given to the Jews, 
ii. 182. 

HycfoSf or Shepherd-kings in Egypt, refemblance between 
them and the Ifraelites, i. 61. -63. 



Jacabi hii zeal for the do^rine of the Divme Unity, ih 35, 
His wreftling with the Angel, 318,-320. The Ladder he 
faw, 326, 327. 

Jannet and Jambresf Magicians in Egypt, i, 66^ 67. 

Jaoy the name Jehovah^ thus written by Greeks, i, 98. 

Idolatry y peculi^ly offenfive to God, ii, 131, 132. 

JehvvabSabaothf the nleaning of this name, ii, 59-70. 

Jebuy a remarkable inftrument of Providence in the punifh* 
ment of others, ii, 291. -293. Punilhed in his pofterity, for 
his unhallowed motives in performing this work, 124, 125. 

Jerichoi deftrudlon of, i, 22. Judgment on Hiel, who rebuilt 
it, what it proves, i, 24. • 

JerufaUm^ a type of the New-Teftamcnt Church, f; 317.-320* 

JcthrOi who, i, 33, 34. 

F f 3 Jew, 
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Jews^ in crucifying Chrift, brought on tb«n Ae guik of al 
the righteous blood fhcd by thar anceftors» ii, 135^137. 

Jevfifb writers, their view of the language ufed with rtfped 
to the Creation, Fall, Confuflon of Tongues, Promulgatioa 
of the Law, ii, 41-45- 

Imagination^ the hiflorical parts of Scripture admirably adapt* 
ed for making an impreffion on this power, i, 131. •247. 

Imputationy this dodrine illuftrated, ii, 37a-58o. Juftice of 
God vindicated in the imputation of the fin of Adam, 113. 

Incarnation of the Son of God, illuftrated, ii, 3 '5-337. 

Indians t their dodrine concerning Creation, i, 100. 

Ingatherings Feaft of, when celebrated, t, 452. 

Inheritances i in the land of Ifrael, might not be fold, i, 409,410^ 

Iniquity y meafure of, filled up, ii, 133, X34. 

Intercejfion of Mofes, Aaron, and David, ii. 435. 

Joh^ boot of, has been called a deiftical compofition, i, 83. ; 
coincides with the hiftory contained in Genefis, 83.*87. 

jfofephf difplay of Providence with refpcdl to htm, ii, a7i.* 
273. 294. 

Jofephusy his teftimony concerning the books of Mofes, i. 127. 

JoJhuQy a type of Chrift, i. 328. Conduced Ifrael into Ca- 
naan, 407. Angel, who appeared to him, ii, 320. 

Jojhuay book of; evidences of the authenticity of the l^ftory 
contained in it, i, 22.-24. 

IfraeUtesy placed in the moft proper fituatiofi for difplaying tbe 
truths of God, i, 197, 198. Prefigured the fpiritual If% 
rael, 271 -278. Idolaters in Egypt, 280. Bondmen, 279. 
Chofen of God, 283. Sovereignty of this choice, it, 217- 
229. Redeemed, i, 289. Received the Law, 295, Brought 
into Covenant, 349. Adopted, 360. Separated, 366. So- 
journers, J70. Called to a life of Trial, 373. ; and of 
Faith, 379. Their Rebellions, 385. Judgments infliaed» 
390. Pardoned, 396. Brought into the Promiied Land, 
405. Wonderful Prefervation, ii. 439. 
Jiulgment, day of, prefigured by the Deluge, ii. 79. Deftmc- 

lion of Sodom, 84. ; and of the Canaanites, i66* 
Judgments inflicted on the Ifraelites, i, 390. Prefigured diofr 
of Chriftians, 392. Their iofufficieucy to change the hearty 
ii^ 3*4-3^7- 
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y^Haot God^ to iinp^eis us with the majefty of this, one fye^ 
ctal deiign of the Spirit of In^nration, ii. 73* Difplayed 

' In God's condua towards Adaasi^ 74 1^ Cain, i^. f the An- 
tediluvian world, 7^. i in the Deluge, 76. j Deftra^on of 
Sodom, 8o.*84. Refemblance between Sin and Pimifh* 
ment, 85 ; Mofaic Economy^ 86 ; Sufiimngs of Chrift, 102. 1 
Deftrudion of the Canaanites, t6s» 

Ji^^ the hiftorian, his teftbaenay. See Trogiu Pmnfem. 



Kenites^ their prefervation a permanent proof of the truth of 

the Hiftory of Ifrael, i. 33-37. 
Kings of Ifrael, God's deputies, i, 31 0.-3 17. 
Korah^ his children perifted not with him, i, 2j, 

L. 

Ladder^ that which Jacob faw, what k fignified, ii, 326, 327^ 

Lavj^ revealed from Smai in its form as a Covenant of Works, 
i, 297. Its Precept and Curfe boA referred to Chrifty 
^98, 29<). Employed in fubferviency to Converfiou, 300.- 
302.. How a Rule of Life, 300. 303. Judicial, not for- 
mally bmding, 341. Contained a remarkable diffday of 
punitive Juftice, as to its matter, 87 5 the manner in which ^ 
it was revealed, 89. ; and its pumffaments, 94. 

Lata of Ceremonies, illuftrates divine hoKhefs, it, 72. 

Lefrtfy^ afcribed to the Ifrariites, as the reafon of then- ex* 
pulfion from Egypt, r, 57.-64. The charge accounted for^ 
S8. 

Lewatt^ law "of, its typical l efe ieft ce, ii. 330. • 

Ltwtett feparation of, affords a proof of the truth of the Mi-. 
racles recorded in the books of Mofes, i, 4 J. -47. 

Longevity of the Patriarchs, what defigned by it, ii, 56. 

Longinui, teftimony of, concerning Mofes as a writerp i, 2I2» 

Longfuffering of God towards Ifrael» i, 387. 

M. 

Mapfiraki Civil, has no power over confcience, or in matters 
. pnpdy wUgious^ i. 339.-349* 

Ff 4 Manm^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



456 INDEX. 

Mannaf pot of» a memorial of the mintcnloiis fiiftentation of 
Ifraely j, 26.-1 13. This acknowledged by the Je:ws m eve- 
ry age, 123. What was dgnified by this £x>d, 564. Faith 
to be exercifed with refpedk to it» 381. 

Marahy the waters of, i. 37$. 

Melchizedecif a type of Chri(l> ii, 338. 

Mercy difplayed towards IfraeU i. 396. 

Mercy-feat^ Chrift the antitype of this, L 307. Pardon de- 
fcribed in relation to this, 401. A figure of the true A- 
tenement, ii, 363.-366. 

Millennium^ doftrine of the Jews concerning it, i. 431. 

Mtnlfters of the Gofpel, God's army, ii. 64. 

Miracles f faid to have been wrought in behalf of the Kraelites, 
attefted in fucceedlng ages by (landing memorials, i. 21.- 
29. ; by the prefervation of the Gibeonites, 30.-33. ; and 
Kenites, 33.-37 ; by various ordinances, 37--52, 

Miraculous Conception of Chrift, a proof that all mere men 
are bom in fm. ii, 312, 31 3* This dodhine iUuftrated, 
337.-346. Preludes of this event, 16. 

Mofes fuppofed to be the Mercury of the Greeks, v 127. What 
he fays concerning his meeknefs vindicated, i. 132, 133. 
Reje(aed by Ifrael, at his firft appearance, 284. A media- 
tor, 296.-298. An interceflbr, 401. Jofhua^ although his 
minifter, preferred to him, 407, 408. 

Mofesy the Books of, authentic. Would not otherwife have 
been received by the Kraelites, i, 2.-5. Not written in any 
period after they entered Canaan, 6.-2 1. Intrinfic evidence 
that they were written by Mofes, i. io8*-i23. Proved from 
the Prophecies contained in them, 123.-125. ; from the tef- 
timony of the Samaritans, 125, 126. Heathen teftimonies 
concerning their antiquity, 127.-130. 

Murdery why fo remarkably purfued by divine vengeance, ii, 
>32> 133- 

N, 

Nahothy perfecuted for righteoufnefs' fake, i. 410. 
Names of the Patriarchs contain important inftrudtion, ii. 306, 
307. 

N^HcbaAuwuar^ 
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NduchaJtunzart bis fin» punifliinent, and coi^Teqtient con^nc- 

tion, ii. 179 18. His fm vifited on his grandfon, 125.-127. 

Difplay of ProYidence in the time of his punifliment^ 286.» 

289. 
Nabinimst fame as the Gibeonites, i. 31. 
Nevhrnowf what it figniEes under the Gofpel» L 433. 
Numemutf the Pythagorean» his tefUmony concerning the deli* 

verance of Ifrael from Egypt, i. 67. 
Noabf how he. found grace, ii. 78. His mode of worflup, 359. 

O. 

Obduracy in fin, that of the Canaanites, ii. 163* Sovereignly 

difplayed in giving up men to this, 252. 
OJ^effians to the authenticity of the Books of Mofes, anfwer- 

ed, i. 1 30.- 1 44. 
Origin of Evily i. 1 54.- 1 56. 
Original Righteouftufi of man, i. 153, 154. 
Original Sin^ illuftrated from the deftrudlion of the Canaanit«a^ 

ii. 169. See Depravity* 

P. 

Paltk-BrancheSf carried on the Feaft of Tabernacles, i. 442% 

Parabksy why Chri^ taught by, i* 266. Differ from Exam- 
ples, 267. 

Pardon continued to the Ifra^lites^ i. 396.-405. Irreverfiblc> 
404, 

Pajfover^ a memorial of the deliverance of the Ifraelites, i» 
49.-5 1. 

Patriarchs^ antediluvian, what we may learn from their names, 
ii. 306, 307. 

Pauly fuppofed to be pointed out in the Sixty-eighth Pfalm, u 

323- 
Pentateuch. See Mofet, 
Pentecofiy Feaft of, reafon of the name, i. 420. Prefigured 

the Effufion of the Spirit, 421. 
Per/ecution of the faints, feverely punifljed, ii, 1 32.-138. 
Pbemdan Theology, i. 95 •-99. 

Pillar 
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Mbt of Cl^d, typical of Chrift, i. 333, 334. 

i^^yrry, its. permanent charader, ii. 151. ^^ 

'Poffhyrf, his tefthnony concernitig MxAeu i. 129, 13a 

Pofiiive Precept, why the tcfl of Adam's obedience, ii. 208* 

J^4>wcr of God, alike in all places of the •arth, it« 1 1« Over 
all nature, 14- The Scripture, an hiftory of this perfec- 
tion, yj. 

Trayery anfwer of, a proof that Jcborah is the one true God^ 
ti. 26.*a8. 

Prefence ot Gpd, the privilege of Ifrael, i. 40a, 

Prefetvation of believers, in a (Ute of grace, how iecured, ii. 
4 1 1 .-442 . This dodrine gives no encouragement to fin, 442 • 

Prtejls^ all believers are, i. 304, 305. 

Primogeniture i rights of, what they prefigured, ii. 329. 

Prirtcip!eiy two> of good and evil, this dodbine oppofed m 
Scripture, ii. 7. 

Procopiuj, his teftimony concerning the Canaanites, ii. 154. 

Prcfi^9 -Sacred Hiftory a key to, i. 182 -185. Gives an ac- 
count of the circumftances refpe^ng the delivery of thefe, 
184. 

Providence^ Scripture an hiftory of, i. 180, 181 • Is the exe- 
cution of God^s purpofe, ii. 260. Is feen in the puniihment 
9f fin, 264.-267. Either common or fpecial, 268. Of a 
moft particular nature. 269^ Proofs of this« 27a-997. 

Punj/bmentf refemblance between this and the fin that procures 
it, il 8 j. Charadler of the .punifhments inflided accofxi. 
ing to the Mofaic law, 94 -lox. An eflfedk of divine Pro- 
Tidence, 264.-267. 

R. 

Rahait miraculous deftrudion of Jericho attefted by the pre- 

fervation of her family, i. 23. 
Raiment of the Ifraelites, what it prefigured, t 365^. 
Rechaiiteit defcendants of the Kenites, i. 3a 
Red SeOf divifion of, attefted by heathen writers, i. 69, 70. 

Ifrael delivered there, 290.-292. Baptifed to Mofes in it, 
' 292. Deliverance and Baptifin both typical} il. 372. Paf 

led through by faitbi 380, 

Redoiftm 
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JRakn^tion of the ftrfi'bormy' a znemorial of the miraculous 
deliverance of Ifrael from the Plagues of Egypt, i. 47.-49.» 

Riden^tumy work of, the great fubje^of Sacred Hiftory, i. i%6. 
m its origin, 187 ; increafe of light concerning it, 189 1 
purcfaaie, 19a ; fuccefs, 195. One fpecial end of this work, 
to manifeft the myftcry of the Trinity, ii. 45.-54. Parti- 
colar redemption illuilrated, 401-410. Temporal, of a 
typical nature, 403. 

Refurre&oM of Chrifl, prefigured by the oflGering of the Firft- 
Frutts, 1. 412.-420. 

RevdaHottf fuccefiive evidence of its truth, in the hiftory both 
of the wicked and of the righteous, i. 259.-265* 

Reverence neceilary in the worfhip of God, ii* 106, 107. . 

Romef her fin and punifhment, ii. 137, 138* 



Sabbatical jt2Lry appointed to give the Ifraelites a proof of the 

divine origin of their religion, i. 38.-45. 
^izrr^^, origin of, t. 168.' Their ufe in divine worihip, ii. 

358 -362. 
Sancbomatkdf his account of Creation, i. 95.-99* 
5ay/, his Pofterity puniflied for his fin, ii. iii. Dodrine of 

SubfUtution illuflrated from this fa<ft, 352.-354. 
Scripture4nftoryy illuilrates and confirms Dofeines, i. 200, 201. 

Supplies us with Patterns, 201, 202. Contains particular 

accounts of thofe periods to which profane hiflory does not 

reach, 204, 205. 
Seed^ of the ferpent, ii. 401 -403. See JVoman. 
Sermacbeni, an inflrument in the divine hand, ii. 61. 264* His 

impiety smd punifhment, ii. 12.-14. ; 254, 255. 
Separation of Ifrael, as a people, i. 366.-369. 
Setbf account given of his generation, ii. 303.-305. 
Seven^ a facred number, i. 451, 452. 
Sheebinab. See Cloud of Glory. , 
Siloam, myftery of this name, L 445. 
Sin, origin of, i. I54.-I56« Its progrefs in the heart, 177- 

X79< Hardening nature^ a52.*254« Cries to God for pu- 

niijiment, 
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mthmentf ii* 8i. /04. Refemblanc'e between Sin and Pel* 
• niihment, 89. 282. Sovereignty of God difplaycd in per- 
mitting the entrance of fin, 204. 

Sinai, a proper place for the revelation of thte law, ii. 90. 
Burned with fire, ilf* Was covered with darknefs, 91. 

Sinew that ihrank, not eaten by the Ifraelites, ii. 334«^336. 

Snarey fenfe of this word, as ufed in Scriptore, iu 184, 185. 

Sodom, definition of, attefted by heathen writers, i. 87.-89* 
In this, divine juftice fignally difplayed, ii. 80.-84. 

Sc^ounurx^ the Ifraelites were, i. 370.-375. This the charac- 
ter of all true Chriftians, iB, Sojourners with God, 374. 

Sovereignty of God, hence his right to puniih in what way fo^ 
ever he pleafes, ii. 166, 167. This perfefiion greatly op- 
pofed by man, 195, 196. Difplayed, in Creation, 198. ; 
in the natural world, 202 ; in the fandification of the feventh 
part of our time, 203 ; in the permifllon of fin, 204 ; in 
the frame of the Covenant of Works, 206 ; towards An- 
gel% 210; in the choice of Ifrael, 217 ; in the difiindion 
made among nations, as to the means of Salvation, 227 ; 
in the divifion of Canaan, 230. ; in the treatment of the 
Tribes of Ifrael, 233 ; in the choice of Jerufalem, 2345 
in the employment of means and infiruments of.Judg" 
ment or Mercy, 236 ; in the dillribution of gifts, 243 ; 
in the management of our lot, 244 ; in the afflictions of 
Chriftians, 247; as to earthly • kingdoms, 248 j in relation 
to the Church, 249 5 in giving up men to obduracy of 
heart, 252. Judgments inflidled for the denial of this 
jperfeAion, 253. Confolation arifing from this dodrine, 
256, 257. 

SjHrity his extraordinary gifts under the Old Teftament, t}T>i- 
cal, i. 320-324 ; ii. 432. EflFufion of the Spirit, prefigured 
by the Feaft of Pentecoft, 421. 

Stones, ereded in Jordan, and on its border, i. 22, 

Suhjiitution, dodrine of, illuftrated, ii. 346.-369. 

Sufferings of Chrift, give the greateft difplay of divine Holi- 
nefs 2tnd Juftice, ii. 102, 103. 

Sm (landing ftill, this miracle illuftrated, i. 223. 

Sfvearing 
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^^peaws v'^^ ^ h^^ Hnder tl^e thig]^> what it figaified, ii. 



332-334- 



Tahetnsclet^ Feaft of, prefigured the glory of die laft days, i. 
430. A feafon of great joy, 434. Ifraelites lived in 
)>ooths, 439 Ctfrri^d palm-branches; '442; Drew water, 
ib. Cried ^^yJz/ww, 446-448. Seafon of it, 451. Conjoin- 
ed with the Feaft of Ingathering ^ 45 a. Connofted with the 
day of Atonement, 454. Laft day of it, a holy convoca- 
tion, 459. Edwards' Reflexions on thi3 fubjeX, 46^.. 

7tfW/«/, hi$ account of ^ Jfraelitesy i. 63.-66. 

Theocracy^ the Govemmepit of Ifracl of this charader, i. 311,:- 

Trimtiyj doArine of, fuppofed ^ be enigmatically taught by 

the Jews, r. 447. The manifeftation of this^.one ipecia) 

end of the work of Redeynption, and of the hiftory of it, 

ii. 45»-54. Faith in this myftery neceflary to the* know- 

• ledge of Chrift as Mediator, 47. 

7r^{9i/ Pomfeiusf hl$ teftimony with reiped to die Ifraelites, u 
52.-61. 

Trm/^t fouDd of, what meant by this in the revelation of th^ 
Law, ii, 92. • . 

Tyfct what, i. 273. Different kinds oi Types, 277, 278. 

y. 

FiaorUs of the Ifraelites, what is taught by them, ii. 389.. 

395- 
Virginity^ what the laws ^ronceming this efpecially refpeile<|| 

"» 343--345- 
Vlfttation of iniquity, what meant by the expreflion, ii, 120. 
Fitringa,' his thoughts on the Feaft of Tabernacles, i, 439** 

442. 
Untty of God, the Ifraelites called to be witnefles of this, it, 

4 ; demon ftrated from Creadon, 6 ; from his wonderful 

works, 8. -16 J his judgment on the gods of the Heathen, 
I, The fulfilment of Prophecy, 22.-26.; anfwer to 

Prayer, 26 5 Faithfubefs to his Church, 28 ; work of Re- 

dempdon. 
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denkpdon, «(. ; his pecQliai- Names, it.»$6* ; operatioii oh 

the Heart, 36. 
FMce of words, in giving the JjSLVTf ii, 93. 
£/>TflB and Thummm, what, i, 334-326. 
FuIeoHf fappofed origm of die heathen CMe conceniing» i^ 

164. 
Uzzai, vAkzt we are to learn froiii hit poniftment, H, 97, 98. 

• W. 

f^arif the true caufe of, ii, 267, 268. 
Weeh^yrYij time is meafured by, i. 167) i68« Feaft of^ 421, 
H^ied men, employed by God as his Hofts, ii, 6i. 
fVildemefs, the Church called to abide in it under the New/ as 

well as the Old Difpenfation, i, 436. 
WiOf of God's purpofe, differs from that of his Precept, n, 

x86» 187. Of Man» in what its perfe&ion confifts, ii, 211, 

212/ 
Wlfdom of God, difplayed in the form in which Revelation is 

given, i, 268; in the whole fcriptural hiftorjr, iL 55.1 

in the mode of punifhing the Canaanites, 169.-171. 
. fF&manf the efieds of the curfe on her, ii, 3io.-3i2. Her Seed* 

312.-316; 401,-403, 
Worfiip of Ifrael, typical, i. 304.-308. It efpecially confifted 

in facrifice, ii* 358.-362. ^ / 

Wrath of man, how made to praife God, ii* 6i. 

Z. 

Z(uharias^ himfelf made a fign» ii, 34i«-343« 



THE END. 
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